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NEWS BRIEFS

Farmer chopped to
death in Jhenidah
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Sept 16: Miscre
ants r:haned lo death a farmer
of village Pabahati in Jhenidah
Pourasabha early this morn-
ing. The victims Shahidul, 30
was sleeping along with his
family members on the verar
dah when the miscreants at
tacked him and chopped him 1o
death on spot. according o po
lice. Later, Tahura Khatun. a
neighbour of the deceased was
arrl;uttd on suspicion. police
said.

Port truck owners'
office ransacked

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTA Sept 16: The
office of the Port Track Owners
Association was ransacked by a
group of labourers today. e
and port sources said Police
arrested 7 labourers from the
spot. Police said a group of
un labourers attac the
office of the truck owners
association at around 2 pm,_

RU em ployees call
off hunger strike

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 16: The of-
ficers and employees of Ra-
jshahi University have called
off their strike er the assur-
ance of Vice Chancellor Prof M
Eusuff Ali that a committee
would be formed to consider the
demands. The officers and em-
ployees started an indefinite
strike ﬁnmmembﬂ 8 and
the hunger from Sept 15
to press home their 55-point
demand. The authorities have

already accepted 28 demands.
BCL-Moitri clash

[ ] [

in Jhenidah
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Sept 16: Two

students were injured. one of
them seriously. in a clash at the
Jhenidah Government Keshab
Chandra College this morning.
Police said. the clash between
the activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra Moitri and Bangladesh
Chhatra League started follow

ing an altercation between two
students.
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Five construction workers
were killed on the spot and an-
other injured when a seven-
storey under-construction
building collapsed at Lake Cir-
cus in Kalabagan area under
Dhanmondi thana in the city in
the T%]arly hours of yesterday.

e victims were sleeping in
the first and second ﬂnulll'E of
the building when the walls and
construction materials fell on
them at about 3:15 am, police
and fire service sources said.

Those killed were identified
as Bhajan, 25. and Balaram. 28,

Lllapara:
arirampur,
Shahiadpur, and Robi. 28, of
Koidanga. Bhangura. under
Sirajganj district and Nirdhon,
25, of village Kalakupa of
Nawabganj under Dhaka dis
trict, police said adding that
they were carpenters.

The injured, Ismail Hossain,
27, was under treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) till last night. hos-
pital sources said

Officials of Rajuk told this
correspondent that the building

By Staff Correspondent

that collapsed was 'laid on an
un-even foundation’ and the
construction materials were of
low quality.

Owner of the building Sabbir
Ahmed, a contractor, was resid-
ing near Tejturibazar Mosque
in Tejgaon area. but he could
not be traced till last night, po-
lice said.

Police quoled local people as
saying that the building was
hurriedly constructed durmig
the last lour-five months and

construction materials were of

low gquality

JRajuk_hag passed the |
for construetion of a four-
storey building on the plot con:
cerned but the owner rialsed a
seven-storey building there
without the knowledge of the
authorities, Rajuk officials
said.

Six rescue units including a
wrecker and ambulance ol the
Fire Service and Civil Defence
went to the spot at 3:50 am and
recovered the bodies and res
cued the injured person in a
Lthree-hour operation, sources
concerned said. The bodies of

The collapsed building at Lake Circus in Kalabagan area of the city.

5 killed as 7-storey bldg

collapses in city

the five workers were handed
over to their relatives after au-
topsy at the DMCH, police said.

A resident of a house which
was partially damaged due to
the collapse of the seven-storey
building, said that he and his
family had heard a big bang at
that time.

Power connection in the
area adjacent 1o the collapsed
building remained sna till
last night and electric wires
were seen stretched on the road,
Visilors and onlookers were
seen crowding the area. ham

. perjn&gga r_th raffic mowe-

ment. ‘¢ was deploved
there,

Residents of the area called
for immediate removal of the
collapsed structure and feared
damage to nearby houses if it
was delayed,

Noor Islam, 60. guard of the
construction site, told police
that he had luckily escaped as
he was walking on the lane in
front of the buillding when it
collapsed.

A case was filed with Dhan-
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V for victory — the triumphant Bangladesh cricketers pose with the Sports and Youth State Minister. Ohaidul

— Star photo
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PM explains prospects & facilities

HK business leaders urged
to invest in Bangladesh

HONG KONG, Sept 16: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
called upon the business com-
munity of Hong Kong to invest
in Bangladesh taking advan-
tage of the Erevaillng political
stability in the country and the
government policies for a faster
economic growth, reports BSS.

"My government would wel-
come establishment of
Bangladesh funds constituted of
Bangladeshi stocks and listed
and traded in leading foreign
stock exchanges.” she said
adding that the Securities and
Exchan?e Commission would,
hopefully, approve one such
fund shortly.

Addressing a meeting of
Hong Kong investors during a
stopover on her way back home
from China, the Prime Minister
explained the salient features of
the facilities, privileges and
potentials for foreign invest-
ment in Bangladesh.

Held at Ritz-Carlton Hotel
here, the meeting was arranged
by Peregrine Capital Bangla-
desh Ltd and was attended by a

large number of reputed foreign
investors as well as business
leaders of Bangladesh.
Peregrine Managing Direc-
tor Runa Alam introduced the
Prime Minister before the busi-

Related story on page 2

ness leaders and investors
while Peregrine Chairman Phi-
lip Tose presided the meeting.
Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury. Agriculture and
Food Minister Begum Motia
Chowdhury., Sayeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, MP, Abdur Rouf

PM back home

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina returned home last
night from Beijing at the end of
a five-day official visit to
China, reports BSS.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman received
her at the Zia International
Airport.

See Page 12 Col 3

Chowdhury MP, Dr HBM Igbal
MP. and FBCCI] President
Salman F Rahman were. among
olthers, present on the occasion.

Executive Chairman of the
Baoard of Investment (BOI)
Touliq Elahi Chowdhury gave a
briel presentation on Bang-
ladesh ex‘plaining the existing
facilities for investment.

In his inaugural remarks,
Philip Tose said his company
had started work on setting up a
Bangladesh fund and hoped for
getting backing from the World
Bank and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank. He said Bangladesh
provided a base for growth and
a slable environment for in-
vestment and added that ac-
commodation in Dhaka was
“superlative compared to Bom-
bay, with one-tenth the cost."

The executives attended the
meeting representing famous
and leading international in-
vestmen! organisations includ-
ing Pacific Group, Thornton.
Global Asset Management.
Jardine Fleming, Peregrine,

See Page 12 Col )

Welcome

shower
By Staff Correspondent

A welcome shower Eesterda
eased the prevailing hot spel
bringing relief to the citizens in
the capital as elsewhere in the

/ country.

A Met Office bulletin said.
the capital experienced a rain-
fall of 46 mm yesterday while a
total of 265 mm rainfall was
recorded in the country during 6
am to 6 pm yesterday.

The hour-long afternoon
rainfall caused water-logging in
different city areas. Roads at
Shantinagar, Naya Paltan.
Green Road. Jatrabari and in
some areas of Mirpur went un-
der ankle-deep water.

See Page 12 Col 3

Low weakens
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 16: The
low that was taking shape over
the Bay has weakened and
moved north eastward, the Met
office here said.

However, the maritime ports
of Chittagong. Cox's Bazar and
Mongla hdve been advised to
hoist local cautionary signal no
3

Meanwhile, inclement wea-
ther prevailed in Chittagong
with intermittent drizzling
uiler the influence of the low.

Ultimatum ends today

BNP standing body to

discuss strategy

By Reaz Ahmad

The BNP Standing Commit-
tee sits for a "crucial® meeting
tonight to take stock of the po-
litical situation and work out
the party strategy and pro-
grammes. according to highly
placed sources in the party.

The party earlier gave a
seven-day ultimatum for ful-
filment of its demands. includ-
ing resignation of the Chief
Election Commmissioner and re-
polling in Laxmipur-2 and
Chittagong-1 constituencies.
The uliimatum expires today.
The party had alleged ngging in

piember 5 by-elections in
5 Jativa Sangsad constituen
cies,

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia is scheduled
to chair tonight s meeting of the
15-member Standing Commit-
tee to be held at her Minto Road
official residence.

A greater movement pro-
gramme, a decision regarding
participation in the upcoming
parliamentary by-poll in Habi-
ganj-2 constituency and the re-
cent resignation of a Standing

Committee member are the
lupics expected to come up
prominently for discussion in
the meeting, the sources hinted.

The last meeting of the BNP
Standing Committee was held
only three days back.

A member of the BNF Stand-
ing Cominittee told The Daily
Star last night, "as per the ulti-
matum, the party is scheduled
to announce a movement pro-
gramme by fomorrow

See Page 12 col 5
Habiganj-2 bypolls
Six submit
nominations

Six candidates submitted
nomination papers to con-
cerned returning and assistant
returning officers yesterday for
contesting byelection te the
Habiganj-2 seat of Parliament
on October 15. reports [INB.

They are: Sirajul Hossain
Khan of Jativa Parly, Zakaria

See Page 12 Col B

Quader (white shirt), on arnval at ZIA yesterday evening after clinching the ACC Trophy in Kuala Lumpur on

Sunday last.

—3tar photo

Heroes back home

By Hasan Masood

Sports fans. organisers and
officials offered a grand wel
come to the national cricket
team. the Pepsi ACC Trophy
champions, when it arrived in
the capital last evening

State Minister for Youth and
Sports, Obaidul Quader, wel-
comed Akram and company
with bouquets and sweets al the
VIP lounge of Zia International
Airport when they returned
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Members ol the team, which
won the ACC trophy on Sunday
with a convincing 108-run vic
tory over United Arab Emirates,
disembarked from a Biman
fiight to an emotional reception
accorded by a good number of
local cricket fans, NSC and
BCCB officials

Among others, BOA presi
dent, Lt. Gen Mahbubur Rah
man, ministry officials. former
national cricketers, club offi
cials and relatives of the crick
elers were present al the air
POt

It was good gesture on the

art ol national all rounder
Lnamul Hague Moni who de
spite being banned for a month

from competitive cricket on
disciplinary ground, was pre
sent at the ZIA to welcome his

long time team-mates for their
heroic triumph in the ACC tro

phy

Alter the briefl l[ormalities,
the captain and manager —
Akram Khan and Gazi Ashral
Hossain Lipu. exchanged cor
diality with the press.

Talking to a group of local
reporters, Bangladesh skipper
Akramm Khan thanked all the
members ol his team who put up
a tremendous team effort in the
| 2-nation ACC Trophy.

"The boys have done a great
job. We needed this trophy for
our own survival. We were
completely lost from the crick
eting map after our dismal per-
formance in the 1994 ICC tro-
phy in Kenya With the ACC
trophy, | think we have a place
now among the 1CC associate
members.”

Answering to a guestion
about the strength of the pre-
sent UAE side in comparison
with the side they met in Kenya
iwo years back, the bulky na-
Honal ‘iklE[H‘l’ said. "To tell you
very frankly. the present UAE
side is not a weak team. The
standard of a team does not
change that much with one or
two players missing They were
the only powerful opponents for
us We also did not have our full
team in Lhe meet because, as you
kiwow four of our senior crick
eters are facing a lour-week
ban. Moreover. our main strike

~»ee Page 12 Col 7
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UGC preparing evaluation

The University Grants Co-
mmission (UGC) is preparing a
report on the activities and
performances of the country's
private urgversities now oper-
aling on lemporary govermment
permission.

“We are preparing an evalua-
tion report on the private uni-
versities and will submit it to
the government within next one
month.” Prof Yazuddin Ahmed.
Chairman of UGC told BSS.

The UGC will review the edu-
cation system, curricula. gquali-
fication of the teachers and.
physical atmosphere of the pri-

. vate umiversities he added.

A total of 16 private univer-
sities have so far got temporary
permission under the Private
University Act 1992, but only
six of them have started func-
tioning. an Education Ministry
official said

He said in the light ol the
UGC the government will
decide whether to give them fi-
nal approval

The official. however. said
altho the universities have
to fulfil certain conditions, the
government has relaxed some
of them considering that they
are at the initial stage

Although some of the early
starters are going 1o award

aduation certificates to their
batch students. there is yet
to be any monitoring or evalua-
tion of the private universities
while some of the "self-styled
universities are operating even
without any government ap
proval. he said

"We have come to know that
at least one such unauthorised
university Premier University
of Technology. has been inwvit
ing students for differeni

report on pvt varsities

courses including medical. en-
gineering and business admin-
istration,” the official said
adding that official notice has
been issued as a warning to the
public against the university.
The government-approved
|6 wuniversities are: North
South University. Independent
University, University of Sci-
ence and Technol ., Interna
tional University of Business,
Agriculture and Technology
Darul Thsan University, Cen-
tral Women s University, Is
lamic University of Chittagong,
Ahsanullah University of Sci-
ence and Technology, AMA In-
ternational University. the
University of Comilla, Asian
University of Bangladesh. East
West University. University of
Asia Pacific ueen's Lniver
sity. Gana Biswabiddlaya and
See Page 12 (ol

Pirates trade
fire with police:

One killed

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 16: A
pirate was killed and another
critically injured in an ex
change of fire with police in the
Chhagalbandi river near Arai-
hazar tonight.

The pirates travelling by a
trawler mistook the boat ol
river police for a passenger ves
sel and opened fire at around 2

am

The lice returned the fire
in which two pirates identified
as Rafiqul Islam. 25, and Mo
hamn Hossain. 30, were in-

jured and fell into the river
Others fled away leaving the
two behind.

Later, police rounded upthe
injured pirates and sent them to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where Rafiqul suc
« umbed to his Injuries in the
everung .

_New system of loc:al bodies

Govt to formulate law,
seek public opinion

By Nurul Kabir

The government is planning
lo formulate a law o introduce
a four-tier system of local bod-
ies Lo ensure active participa
tion of the people in the process
of socio-economic development
of the country, Cabinet sources
said.

Before finalising the outline
of the local governments. the
authorities concerned would
also seek opinton of the cross
section of people on the compo
sition, powers and functions of
the local bodies, the sources
added.

‘A setl of questionnaire on
the issue will be circulated
among the cross section of the
people very soon.” a leader ol
the ruling party working on the

m:hl}]rrt told The Daily Star last
night

An eight-member Local Gov
ernmenl Commission (LGC) had
been constituted to make a re-

ri on the possible outline ol
ocal government at village
union. thana and district level
units of the administration
Zillur Rahman. Local Govern
ment and Rural Development
Minister and general secretary
of the ruling Awami League
said last week

The minister also said that
the romimission was supposed
to submit the report (o the LGRD
ministry by the [lirst week ol
[December this yvear

Explaining the ruling party's

See Page 12 Col 4

Samad-.Jyoti
talks today

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad is scheduled to
leave for Calcutta this morning
for talks with Jyvoti Basu. chief
minister of West Bengal.

A highly placed Foreign Of-
fice source {old UNB that the
two leaders would have free and
frank exchange of views on the
Ganges water sharing arrange-
ment between Bangladesh and
India.

Jyoti Basu. being the chief
minister of neighbouring In
dian state of West Bengal, has
an important say in the pro-
posed agreement to be linalised
at the sumnut level before the
onset of the next dry season.

The meeting between Samad
Azad and .Jyoti Basu was
planned during Indian External

Affairs Mimster | K Gujral's
visH to Dhaka eailier 1his
month.

Foreign Secretary Farooq

Sobhan. Additional Secretary
Tareq Karim will accompany
Abdus Samad Azad.

Indian High Conunissioner
to Bangladesh Dev Mukherjee
and Bangladesh High Commis-

| sioner to India Shafi Shami are

already in Calcutta to take part
in the talks on the behalf of the
respective delegations.

Samad Azad will
home in the allermnoon.

EC has failed to
play a fair role,
Moudud tells
diplomats

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
yesterday accused the Election
Commission (EC) of failing to
act as a neutral and indepen-
dent body during the September
9 parhamentary by-elections.
reports UNB.

"Under a political govern-
mernt, it is impossible for the EC
to act judiciously although it is
their constitutional function to
conduct election in a free and

fair manner.” he told foreign
diplomats.

Moudud. who contested the
by-election from Laxmipur-2
constituency after joining the
BNPFP from the Jatiya Party. was
talking to the representatives ol
different foreign missions in
Dhaka at his Gulshan resi
dence

He said the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party. (BNP) had al
ready taken a stand that the
Chief Election Commissioner
must resign and repolling must
take place in Laxmipur-2 and
Chittagong- 1 constituencies,

‘If the ruling party and the

See Page 12 Col 1

3 killed, 6 hurt
In Sirajgan)
road accident

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 16: Three
people were killed and six oth
ers critically lt.l{‘ll"l"l‘d when a
truck smashed a tem at
Bhadraghat on New Dhaka
Road in Kamarkand thana to
day. reporis UNB.

Two of the dead were identi
fied as Razzak, 40. of Tarash
village in Tarash thana and
Razzak alias Firoj. 42, of Bakua
village in Ullahpara thana.

Police said the accident oc-
curred al about 1 pm when the

Bogra-bound truck from Siraj-
ganj swerved to the tempo

coming from opposite direc
tion

An unidentified passenger
died on the spot whi;r two oth
ers succumbed to their injuries
o1 way to Dhaka

M the injured. Abdus Sob
han. Sayedul, HBorhan, Rina
Khatun and two unidentified
men were admitted to Sirajgan
Gieneral Hospital in critica
condition

Police seized the truck, bul
the driver [led the scene. A case

was flled with Kamarkand
thana

return



