appointments and trans

ferent projects.

level or levels?”

tive tmfaﬂ on the image
rationa

fore it is too late.
ter what DESA's musical

despite the knowledge of

of it! The oppressive heat
dogs go mnad in the
Bhadra dreadfully

glass of potable water.
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Why the Same Story?

[he step the Awami League government has
taken to remove irregularities in the appointment
and transter of doctors is going to give rise to fur-
ther discrepancies in the health sector, so suggests |
a report carried in a Bangla daily. An association
of doctors purportedly with allegiance to the ruling
)arty is said to be exercising an unwholesome po
itical influence on the %{WE‘I‘HH]E[‘II in matters of

ers. Seemingly the policy
remains the same, only the beneficiaries are dif-
feremt. Once again junior doctors will overtake
their senior colleagues by being appointed to se-
nior positions at the health directorate and on dif-

Three specific cases have been cited to show how
both the previous and present governments have
given junior doctors appointments to senior posi-
tions on political considerations. Now the pressure
f_,ruup — which is one of the doctors association —
1as gone even turther to prepare a long list of doc-
tors for appointment and promotion
know whether the government will give into this
partisan pressure. Ilf the three cases are any
indication, it may. We would rather it did not. |

The prime minister has repeatedly vowed not to
pollute the administrative functioning with party

olitics. All promotions and appointments, she
FIEIE assured. will be purely on the basis of merit.
Now what will the prime minister do? We want to
know if such things happened with or without her
knowledge. Are we to presume that there are scopes
for her declared policies getting sabotaged at some

That will be a dangerous trend within the gov-
ernment, If administrative equanimity is under-
mined by narrow political considerations, there is
bound to be repercussions and a far-reaching nega-

e cannot be that the
practised the method, so why
A new government is there because people wanted
it to heal the wounds. I[ts failure means that the |
widespread anarchy reigning in the medical
fession stands no chance of getting solved. Medical
practitioners neglecting their duties and resorting
to corrupt practices may get a wrong message trom
all this. Please stop such miscalculated moves be-

Weeding Out Needed

Thrice-a-day power-cut is an irritant as insuf-
ferable as a droning fly into one's nostril. No nrat-

tempted mollifications as 'accidental or 'usual
load-shedding , one refuses to get used to it. The
reason is simple: this so-called transitory power-
cut obnoxiously unannounced as it has been

callous road-digging exercise by
an insult to the injury. And just look at the timing

proverbial Bangla month of
brews with an acute paucity of
water hﬂldinE off a decent bath or wash or a helpful

The sufferance is all the more gnawing when one
realises that what has been pre-eminently doable
in terms of reduction of the systems loss has gone
awry, thanks to the vested interests within the
utility organisations. They have their tutelage,
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of her government. The
revious (fuvrrnmf-nt
on't we do the same.,

ro-

notes are with such at-

cab]e-ri\%plng through a
ASA, comes as

and humidity that have !

spherically and bottom-upwards, in a thriving,
fortified spoil-system that encompasses nearly ev-
erybody in an utility organisation. 'You scratch by |
back, | scratch your back — seems to be the
unwritten rule.

Be it power or water connection or a telephone
line, the paper-work more often than not is a syn-
onym for palm-greasing. But there, after all, one
has gone through a procedure, but what about the
subsidiary lines taken out arbitrarily from a point
with a stated voltage capacity. Put together such a
capillary of unauthorised connections and you
have a large segment of the systems loss. Allowin
for the mechanical leakage of 11 per cent, we coul
certainly have done awa¥ with the remaining 30
| per cent waste of power if we had the political will
to do so.

This is one area where the political parties can
effect a convergence of opinion more easily than

perhaps in other parametres of national concern.

| Consumers are a vote-bank in the real sense of the

term, the CBA leaders, corrupt officials and petty
employees only make up a dispensable one if it
comes to that. There is no political card to play
here, a vital national interest is crying in the
wilderness for protection. The investment luck
will not smile on the energy sector nor could we be
proud of our elected government # the state author-
ity is allowed to be compromised through the
suzerainty of a minority of culpably corrupt ele-

ments. ;
Community Policing

Reeling in the distractions of tailing the ubiqui-
tous street processions, gesticulating to clear the
structurally ummangeable traffic blockages and
minding the VIP duties, the short-handed and un-
der-equipped DMP is only a fringe-toucher on the
canvas of law and order.

There has to be a symbjotic relationship be-
tween the police and the community not merely to
build confidence and trust in each other but also as
a working necessity to ensure collective well-being
of the society. It is a good tiding that neighbour-
hood security committees have already been
formed at the behest of the DMP to checkmate ter-
rorism. The first step has been taken but commu-
nity policing is a long way off. It is a much wider
concept than the security committees or ward
-committees sitting occasionally and determining
the status of law and order or the criminality
situation.

For these committees to be dynamically and di-
agnostically operative they must, among others,
include NGO representatives and, of course, women .
rights activists.

The practice of mapping the criminal zones and
sticking to them for surveillance ought to have a
border application given that no part of Dhaka
seems immune to terrorism or disorderly be-
haviour. The police need updating their lists of
criminals with assistance from the community.
‘The police and the local vigilantes should share
burden of patroling the streets. But most of
, it will be the duty of the community leaders to
till in the minds of policemen that degree of

ness whereby fhey can act professionally

i

wants t

ERMIT me to respond to
Mr Rezaul Karimns artic le
ol September 12, headh
1 "An Oppoertunity Lost for
the New Government” My per
sonal knowledge of Mr Karim is
that he 1s a perfectly decent
gentleman, an experienced
diplomat and no mean Bridge
player However as with many
ol us, who from tUme o time
indulge 1 the meanderings of
pohtical commentary, our pol

e ol leanings from the outsed

« h it he made ahbundantly
tleenr Th.at D llave more than a
['1 st iriterest o 1he FLTEERS o)
Lcap e sl i 1161 SLAT

PI-ILH- £ NEERZ1AT; Fegrynil “r:-r]r-l
my surndnw and | beliese Uiat
to many readers Mr Karim s

role as a shrewd and perspi
ac ious advisor 1o the Leader of
the Opposition should not he
overlooked

However whatever may be
pur political proclivities these
should not f‘lf'h&!' ":I:!H tive arnul

IImipartia; analyses or asser
tions of mmviolable facts My
Karim in his attempt to im
pugn the vahdity of the Chief
Election Commissioner & sia
tement that the September 5t
Eleclions were within the
parameters of our evolutionary
and inevitably somewhat fla
wed election svstem {ree apyed
fair has made some unsubs=stan
tiated and wholly incorrect al
legations, which need furtBer

Investigation

The fact that the entire body
ol impartial Observers in then
intertm reports have appeared
to endorse the CEC s conclusion
that with the exc eption of a few
iniractions. which would in i
way alter the outcome ol any
one counstituency election IS
peremptorily dismissed by Mi

"The Ball is Now in Their Park"

by Rashid Suhrawardy

We are moving into the most delicate period of our democratic process. The law and order situation
is at the very core of our future and prosperity. Unless this situation is addressed effectively all the
resolutions and intentions of this Government will fall by the wayside. In that light how
can it be in the Government's interest to exacerbate the prevailing problem?

Karim as observations based on
mere sample surveys

As a student of psephology
sistce the 1954 Jukto Front
elections | am lost 1in wbHnder
how the manipulators corrupt
officials and party musclemen
participating in the thousands
of rigged centres 1n general
elections and the hundreds in
bve -elections, always seem o
practise their nefarious machi
nations when there I1s no one
around to spot themn They have
a sixth sense that barders nn
tHhe miracuilous

[ that if Mr Karim

[ feel

.P‘I-I"!.j

cotitacted the CEC as indeed |
did. to ascertain the facts he
would have saved himself the
embarrassmern! nl inaccuracy
Firstlv. Mr Henia_ the CBELD rale

pgorically assured me that at no
[T if] 1IN Mo CIreimsiances
clicd e state that hie had visited
mare than three centres out ol
.'.' 'h-\.l'"..l'!fl‘" I!ll-"'#.'.l' ”ri “:
Maouwduad Ahinned had ocnm

1J]i1tl:f'f1 ol the ecrirrerieoe of i

regularities. During the day of
the bve elections the (B4 vig

itedd 3 centres in Hogra 2 in
Srajgani 3 in Laxmipur and 3
i Mirersharai With this
itinerary it woilld hiave bheeg

nu;}n*-.'-,uhlr 1iriless  He lonned
tﬂ\:‘rf'ttT:.lr. % CAW Aanc costuame

to have visitex! all seventeern of
Mr Moudud s centres where

complaints ol malpractice harl
been lodged
The M

of the Area reported

to the CEC of 12 centres com
plained of by Mr Moudud The
CEC contacted Returning Offi
rers from those centres and re
ceived reports from Election
Enquiry Officers all of which

negated Mr Moudud s asser
fions
In some renires no BNP

polling agents supervising the
wornen s polling booths were to
he found and upon further en
quines it was found that there
had beern no agent present dur
ing the whaole day After inves

nganung a number of rases alleg
g that Awami Leaguers had
resorted to impersonating BNP

polling agents it transpired that
in many cases the alleged mas

rjuerades had been exactly the
same polling agents. who had

been on duty on June 1 2th!

I suppose no one has stopped
tnn think that the wvaters ol
Luxmipur were perceptive
enough to jurlge Mr Moudud
Ahmed on his peripatetic track
recordd He has been involverd
with more parties in his rhe
quered political career than a
{ helsea-debh at the height of the
butantes ( Oming-mit season
in London Rezaul Karim makes
A very naive statement which |
(an onty justify as political
sophistry that seats galned or

ot by the Governiment party in
the first bye elections following
a general election  must some
how be commensurate with the

record of its success or failure

between the general elections
and the bye-elections

For a start let us not forget
that in the general election the
electorate voted for the actual
party leaders viz Khaleda Zia 5
seats (rseneral Ershad 5 seats
Shetkh Hasina 3 seats together
with front ranking leaders

such as Mohammed Nasim
Anwar Hossain Monju Tofael
Ahmed Abdur Razzak and OH

Ahmed

It does not therefore follow
that in a bye election the elec-
torate will automatically elert a
less established candidate from
their original party choiee (It is
interesting o note however
tha! two wives. one brother and

one lirst cousin were returned
in the bye-elections)

Secondly and more impor
tantly, since no Government in
a matter of ten weeks is going to
move the earth in the imple-
mentation of its policies the
psyc hological trend of voters
will always shift towards the
ruling party By midterm vou
can bet the shirt on vyour back
that the ruling party, whichever
it is. will find it difficult to win
or hold on to a marginal bye
Flection  seat That is  why
Magura with an B0 000 swing in
favour of the BNF Government
i the mid term of its regime
when it had just suffered humil
lation in the Mayoral elections

o —

in Dhaka and Chittagong. was
such a disastrous miscalcula-
tion of rigging.

We are moving into the most
delicate period of our demo-
cratic process. The law and or-
der situation is at the very core
of our firture and prosperity
Unless this situation is ad-
dressed effectively all the reso-
lutions and intentions of this
Government will fall by the
wayside [n that light how can it
be in the Government s interest
to exacerbate the prevailing
problem? [ ask you. in all hon-
esty. which party is gaining
from the intensification of ter-
rorism?

In the Sangsad we have al-
ready during inaugural ses-
sion of this Parliament wit-
nessed the Opposition s peram-
bulatory tactics It has given
due notice that it is ill-disposed
to attend sessions presided over
by the Speaker Let me warn you
that it will be only a matter of
time before it finds some excuse
to malign the Deputy Speaker
and w out during his presi-
dency of Parliamentary ses-
sions

The strategy s clear

boycott the Sangsad and re
turn to the streets [f the BNP —
following this campaign — re
ally thinks it will win the sup-
port of the of this coun
try. who were made to suffer un-
told calamities for two whole
years and who came close (o

loathing all politicians, then I
Su t it had better retum to its
ABC manual of politics

If it feels that for its own
vested interests it can disrupt
the worki of government to
such a degree that it will bring
about a political upheaval a
change the or of Govern-
ment it will be g a total dis-
service to our beleaguered peo-
ple and bring nothing but op-
probrium upon itself

When. in a spirit of good
will. the Governument a the
Opposition to join hands with
it. in order to tackle the evils
and ills inflicted upon our na-
tion. the Opposition summarily
dismissed the offer as an at-
tempt to restore the BKSAL sys-
temn of Government. Without go-
ing into the pros and cons of
that em it is an undeniable
fact that BKSAL did not allow
for opposition parties in the
Sangsad. Here. in the spirit of
resolving the Innumerable
problems facing our nation. we
not only wanted but. more im-
portantly. needed the Opposi-
tion s co-operation

If giving that the -
tion felt tha?gmmc]‘mw i?pﬁd
compromise its efficacy as an
opposition then it should have
responded in that vein and not
condemn the offer as cynical
manoeuvring on the part of a
Government. which attempted
to seek all-party co-operation
to expedite the resolution of a
number of priority problems. If
I may take a leaf out of Mr
Karim's book — here is an op-
portunity to be won by the new
Opposition. The ball is now in
their park. Play with it in the
Sangsad or play with it in the
streets. The choice is theirs.

Military Tries to Force Genie Back in Bottle

M G G Pillai writes from Kuala Lumpur

Fowriter Mark Twain was

nght when he salid that no

Army on earth can stop an
idea whose time has come
Indonesia is due for change

The "idea” in this case is that
after 30 years of power — 25 as
elected leader President
Suharto must make way for a
new leader.

The situation has echoes ol
events irr 1965, with the failure
of subtle pressures on President
Sukarno to retire gracefully In
the abortive coup that followed
and subsequent anti-commu
nist backlash, between 500 000
and a million people were
killed.

The murder of six generals
and the consequentl ris. |
power of General Suliuiio cuded
Sukamo's 20 yeurs ul post -
dependence rule.

A sense of deju 'u sirikes
those who were around at the
time of the earlier confronta
tion, as | was. There will be no
bloodletting on the scale of

1965, but the accusations
against Sukarno then, and.
with slight modification’

Suharto now, are familiar: cor
ruption. misuse of power, en-
richment of associates and
family members.

One criticism made then but

not now was the dominant role
of the Indonesian Communist
Party (PKI). Today. the

j presi-
dential family's dominance and
influence in the national econ-
omy is a major issue.

The "idea" for change crys-
tallised unexpectedly. The ABRI
military sees itself as the
guardian of the state. Muslims
account for more than 90 per
cent of the country's 190 mil-
lion population, but the ABRI
€ country to be secular.

Although it would not pub-

Demonstrators deaths, torched buildings, troops confronting thousands of protesters — Indonesia's ror
mally caretully guided politics have shifted on their axis. A Gemini News Service correspondent exam-

ines the situation.

holy admmt 1t with the PKI ef
lectively neulralised, the mih
tary regards Islamie groups as
the bigpest threat to the state
The ABR] does niot want the ls
lamists 1o challenge Suharto in
elections due over the next vear
and a halt

In Indonestan culture, par
ticularly for the dominant .Ja
vanese people, the leadership 1s
aceorded respect and rarely
challenged. Once a challenge 1s
made. however

gracefully withdraws or 1s
ejected,

S0 the mihtary harassed
and squeezed the Mushm

groups, making it dithcult for
them to operate. as Malaysia
has done with the Darul Argam

fundamentalist Islamic move-
ment

The Islamists are not ready
to challenge the Fresident
openly. but would like their
nominee to succeed him.

One man who rhight fit the
bill is the Technology Minister
Professor B J Habibie. who has
developed Indohesia's techno-
logical capacity in a series of
high-flying and much-publi-
cised projects.

The military quietly blocked
him. and felt that the Presiden-
t's unopposed re-election was
all but assured. -

If Suharto had any reserva-
tions about standing after the
death of his wife in April. he
had overcome them — when, to
the sufprise of

the incumbent

evervone, * Sutrisno,

Megawiall Sukarnoputrt, daugh
ter ol the first Presiden! and
leader of her father s Indone
sian Democratic Party (PD]),
burst onto the scene

e ABRI forced PDI to elect
a leader more amenable to its
candidate for the presidency

Thal was unexpected enough.
BBut ABRI was even more sur
prised and shocked by the out
inmrmg of national support lor
wer The bloody riots in Jakarta
on 27 July were the worst lor
more than 20 years. And the
more pressure the ABRI has put
on Megawati, the more concen
trated her support has became.

The ABRI will find it diffi-
cult to withdraw its pressure
without losing face. but clearly
wants to avoid a serious chal-
lenge by Megawati and the PDI.

Already. however, Suharto's
supremacy is flawed as a result
of recent events.

A pre-election withdrawal
would be an inconceivably
enormous climb-down, but he
could opt to stand for re-elec-
tion and then retire after a re-
spectable interval. A people's
assembly. which is itself only
partly-elected, picks the presi-
dent. and his defeat by a chal-
lenger in this chamber would be
highly urilikely.

In such a scenario, his suc-
cessor would probably be Ja-
vanese, and a general. Possible
candidates include General Try
vice-president and

-
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"Sépt 5 By-elections"

Sir, The opinion given by a
"Friend of Democracy" in The
Daily Star dt. 9/9/96 on June 5
election caught my eyes and |
would like to suggest few words
to our so-called true democratic
friend. The persom's signature
as 'a friend of democracy’ is a

eal laugh because whatever

e/she has written is com-
pletely politically-motivated
one. The person is a great fan of
Awami League which is good,
but please do not give biased
opinion to the readers as your
statemment does not have any
logic in it.

The people of this country
has accepted the June 12th elec-
tion (though there are few cases
pending, and one never knows
whether this will pet any notice
or not) but your statement on
Sept 5 election and the logic
that énu have set ur by explain-

s completely

T

= .
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biased. How would you take our
Magura election which was held
at the time when BNP was in
power? At that time BNP's
comment on Magura election
was thatl the election was lree
and fair, now do you agree? |
uess our learned writer has
orgotten 1o see The Daily Star
on 6th Sept 96 on the by-elec-
tion of Laximipur-2 where the
picture clearly indicates that
the Laximipur-2 election was
not at all free and fair, even at
the bottom of the picture it was
written that some of the AL
workers stopped the women
from going to the polling cen-
tres.

How would you justify that?
What if someone trys to set logic
¢hat, in no way H M Ershad
would like to see Moudud irr she
Parliament since Moudud can
disclosed lot of valuable infor-
mation of the JP while thex
were in power. As an alliance it
Is very much obvious that AL

in pt 5 election
[ What is a 'Bir Uttom'

medal worth?

Lt. Col. Quazi Nooruzzaman
(retd) B U, one of the few re-

maining Sector Commanders of

our Liberation War, is 71 years
old as of Friday, 13th Septem-
ber. Let me tell you about him,
for he has lived a glorious life.
Believe me when I say that,
there are very few who at 71 can
proudly declare, "I have not
compromised with my con-
science”. He is one of them.

In March 1971, an already
retired army officer, he seargp-
hed the Modhupur Jungles to
offer his services to the little
group of men who had decided
to revolt. As early as late De-
cember 1971, his duty to his
country done, he had the
courage to return to his modest
civilian life. Since then he has

vociferously told one and all to -
N Zaman,

address him as Mr Q
without a Bir Uttom at the end.
But that is not why | admire
him.

At the root of the social
movement against "Religion in
Politics" lies this valiant Free-
dom Fighter. For that is our

g\_real War for Freedom. Very few
-

¢ the

oy

know of the hours he spent with
the late Jahanara Imam con-
vincing her about the need, and
the moral duty to be the head of
this movement. This movement
which later became known as
the 'Ghatok Dalal Nirmul An-
dolon'. Very few know that the
first meeting for this movement
was conducted in his tiny little
apartment.

The movement once having
gained a voice, ‘'and when one
and all were joining it this man
alone distanced himself. His
work had been done.

He is one of our forgotten
heroes.

On 12th September he was
admitted into the Armed Forces
Combined Medical Hospital
(CMH). Not too serious an ail-
ment.

During my visit to the CMH,
I accidentally climbed to the
2nd floor and saw a row of VIP
and VVIP rooms, and wondered,

"Who are Bangladesh's VIPs?" [ |

thought of this frail. old man in
ank and dark room down-
stairs and asked myself. "'What
is a Bir Uttomm medal worth?

L Marium
Dhaka.

J

will help JP by not having
Moudud in the ParHament by
any means. Please understand
that logic can be set in both
ways. The only mistake AL did
was that they shouldn't have in-
terfered with the polling in
Laximipur-2 by-election where
Khaleda Zia won the June 12th
election with a big margin. It
cannot be a miracle in only two
to thtee month's time that peo-
ple started hating Khaleda Zia
of that region. it was something
like you are forcefully trying to
defeat Sheilkkh Hasina in her
own constituency, Tungipara.

Do the political parties take
people as fools? As far as the
CEC is cancerned, please un-
derstand that a person who goes
lor a nomination under AL
ticket should have been refused
kHom the very beginning of the
election as his role will defi-
nitely get to be a contradictory
one.

Altaf Hossain
Sadar Road, Mohakhali
Dhaka.
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"Take Time to Think"
Sir, | am sure there is con-

siderable doubt in the minds of
some ol us (who take the time to
think) about the authenticity
and practicality of our existing
education systemn. Corruption
seems Lo be the basic criteria of
the system. Time has come to
give a new dimension to the

resent education system.

alues and morals have to he
incorporated in order to
achieve better results

The education system, as it

exists today. has not changed
much over the last 30 years or
s0, and the goal remains to pro
duce people who can work as
subordinates. There is no scope
for innovation and originalit
The curriculum should be made
more practical and should pro-
vide opportunities to develop
one's "sell” and the ability to
think independently. Only then
will the systemn be freed from
the shackles of immorality and
valueless teachings!

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
House No-27 Rd. No-2
Dhanmondi R/A Dhaka- 1205

tormer delence minister; or
Suharto's brother-in-law, ABRI
commander General Faisal
Tandjung But given the in
creasing vociferousness of
complaints about the way
members of Suhartos family
are acquiring wealth, an in-law
would be a poor cheice.
Whatever the outcome, how-
ever, the ABRI looks certain to

remain in control. Its influence
reaches into every corner of the
administrative and pelitical
structure. It still dominates
Golkar, the principal political
party.

It is difficult to see how
change will come without more
violence.

The military's actions to

Journalist
broadcasts on south-east Asian

bottle came as foreign investors
— apart from the Japanese, who
generally take a lo view of
such matters — watched events
with growing concern. Now
even the Japanese are worrjed.
both by the riots and by the
high-profile activities of three
of the President's sons in the
car industry. Japan is heavily
involved in Indonesia and its
concern helped prompt the

ABRI to spring into action. It

may have entered the fray a lit-
tle too late.

MGGPILLAI is a Malaysian
who writes and

lorce the genie back into the affairs.

—

OPINION

international Literacy Day
was observed in Bangladesh as
all over in the world. It is very

important to look into the real

value of this day. Millions of
dollars have been spent in the
name of elimination of illiter-

acy. But often it seems that all -

went in vain. We have a big
from a situation which de-

struggle.

In Bangladesh, the perceni-
age of literacy has not
proved, as we have got normal
data: in 1985 literacy was 33
cent in Bangladesh, in Sri
Lanka 87 per cent, in India 43
per cent, in Bhutan 24 cent,
and in Nepal 26 cent. But it
has been recently discovered |
or alleged?) that our present

that(!] .. we are never sure.
All these statistics in third

nor can we use them with con-
fidence. Statistics must be cor-
rect otherwise they can only be
a lantasy It is said that the

illiterate people., the UK has
more or less the same number.

mean the same as in other
countries. Actually 'illiteracy'
is a term coined by colonial
powers for the 'natives’. "Third
world country” and the above
refer to a country like
Bangladesh, but they have per-
haps forgotten that to 'keep’
someone illiterate is a crime;
and yet worse is to downplay
someone's gift or skill.

In our country, when we talk
of illiteracy, we often forget to
evaluate the inherent talent of
the people, their work, their
skills. To mark someaone as il-
literate is rather inhuman. I1-
literacy means that one has
walled the road of development.
Illiteracy could be a problem in
reading or writing, but it never
means "uncivilised" as the west
conceived of the ‘illiterate’ in
the third world.

In Bangladesh we never have
any statistics on the skills of
the people — skills of good

Insurance is a modern in-
vention by which people can
protect themselves from the
worst evils and perils that arise
from many uncertainties of life
— a loss or damage of wealth,
property etc. Insurance relieves
the mind of affected people
from anxiety of death and loss
of wealtlt or property

The establishment of several
insurance companies — both
life and general— represent a
bold initiative by a group of dy
namic entrepreneurs to infuse
the spirit with vigour and to in-
troduce a new dimension in the
field of Insurance. There is
scope for both public and pri
vate sectors to expand insur

! ance companies

The administration of the
insurance companies I8

manned and managed by a

@nup of highly qualified, ~y

weakness: we often run away

mands full-time attention and

yet im-

literacy rate is much lower than

world countries never support
=———————| lhe argument of development.

United States has two crores of

But there, illiteracy does not '

- Thoughts on Literacy and Development

Isaac Baroi

farmers. fishermen, labourers,
weavers, blacksmiths, potters,
sculptors, carpenters, mechan-
ics, etc. Because, t are illit-
erate ple. We have the statis-
tics of the educated — the pro-
| fessionals. We have the enu-
meration of intellectuals and
the percentage of illiteracy mi-
nus the skills of illiterate -

ple. So. it is better to avoid the '

statistical explanation of illit-
eracy, because, we avoid the in-
herent gifts and traditional
skills of people, which are the
real strength of our develop-
ment even today.

In our country the issue of

development is a very dry sub-
ject.
that simple human hearts can-
not pass through this drynegs.
And it is an irony thapﬁmse
who call Bangladesh backward
make our development work
more complicated and confus-
ing with their 'lofty’ ideas and
funny analytic gestures.
Perhaps they want to indi-
cate that the more incompre-
hensible their ideas are, the
wiser they are. They often speak
things which the poor people
never wanted to hear, because,
all their words are not friendly,
nor linked with the daily life or
s le of the people.
is is the difference be-
tween academic and practical
life in Bangladesh. So, special-
ists' approach needs to be
changed. Otherwise, their ideas
would be useless for the people,
only making the normal situa-
tion more confusing for them.
Our road and direction must be
discerned from our people's life.
Yes., from 68,000 villages, not
from academies or donors' of-
fices.
A few years ago reportedly
some university professors
wrote a book for illiterate peo-
Elc. Before writing it they must
ave analysed the entire
Bangladesh situation, charac-
teristics of the poor, the psy-
chology of the village people,
the statistics of Bangladesh etc.
and examined several dozens of
adult literacy textbooks. Yet the
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Importance of Insurance

Gopal Chandra Pal

namic and seasoned insurance
people with years of experience
and flawless professionalism
to their credit. The prime em-
phasis is on service with secu-
rity of the highest order to the
people, particularly to the wval
ued clients and customers. The
service above evervthing else
shall be friendly, fast and in-
stantaneous. Our specialised
knowledge lnnF experience and
some financial standing will
make us a most dependable
and trustworthy protector of
the risk of any dimension.
The prosperity of a country
depends directly upon the de-
velopment of industries. Insur
ance and Banking are the part
and parcel of industrialisation
The facilities and services of
Insurance and Ban consti
tute collectively the infrastruc

total development. The Euro-

~

book theéy prepared spending.
believably, crores of taka and
taking more than two vears,
remained an "iron bread” for
the target illiterate.

The same may be said about

e problems are so acute

pean history provides l;[::ll:nt_v of
instructive lessons. Freedom,
equality and fraternity, pro-
clai by the French Revolu-
tion and enforced rather by di-
vision, finally turned into
rhetorics, into a dream with
which the capitalist society of
the 19th century had nothing in
common. Freedom cannot be
gained by the separation be-
tween literate and illiterate;
fraternity cannot be achieved
without sharing the life of peo-
ple unseparably; justice cannot
be done through ignorance of
one s neighbour's pain: and real
development cannot be
achieved without a deep inner
motivation.

However. it is not to blame
intellectuals anyway. Actually,
we have a gulf of difference be-
tween the prescription of intel-
lectuals and specialists, and the
receptibility of the people. So in
real life development, special-
ists often shout to the poor: "We
ﬂ?yed wedding music for you,

t you wouldn't dance! We sang
funeral . but your wouldn 't
cry!” But, in real life, they
actually played wedding music
for themselves — th hapﬁzd

au €

to be actors and
at the same time.

NGOs are receiving money
from their donor partners
abroad but it is important
that we should work according
to our people's need and will.
Otherwise, we would be speak-
ing about development in a
tnrﬁue which our people do not
understand, because it is not
their own. Bangladesh will de-
velop in spite of its illiteracy
because, our ple have hun-
dreds of skills of work, they are
the most gifted people in the
world. We have many things to
be proud of. And a t literacy
approach should add to their
pride discarding nothing.

ture of an economy. and devel-
opment of threse facilities is an
essential precondition for in
creasing industrial production
In a country.

Expansion of branches ol
the insurance companies and
banks, goes hand in hand for

business rt from the quan- |
titative rise in the insurance
business, it is important to

note the qualitative changes
also. Setting up of more insur
ance companies in the rural ar- |
eas is to solve the acute unem- |
ployment problem prevailing
all over Bangladesh. So the gov

ernment should come forward
to encourage the private sector
lo set up insurance companies
for economic development of |
the state leavir H!lf‘l‘ foreign

aid dependence. We should re-
member. “Self-help is the best

help J




