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Mahathir to join solar summit:
Prime Minister Mahathir ohamad left Friday lor a visil to
Zimbabwe. Portugal and the United States, reports from
Kuala Lumpur. * y

Mahathir is to be in Zimbabwe until September 17 to attend
the World Solar Summit aimed at stepping up usage of solar
energy.

HE:*}Ilhﬂl visits Lisbon for three days to call on Portuguese
President Marioc Soares and hold talks with Prime Minister
Antonio Guiterres.

From Portugal Mahathir is to fly to Boston where he plans (o

lore research facilities at the nearby Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology.

Black Amenricans honoured: .

being ignored by history for 130 years. thousands of black
soldiers who fought in the American Civil War got their due

*Thursday when the site for a national monument to their

efforts was officially dedicated, AP re

rts from Washington

Some 185.000 blacks fought in 1he nation's bloodiest war
But when the war ended. they were largely forgetten, and they
were intentionally left out of a 1865 victory parade in Washing

ton.

About 500 other people attended the ceremony in Washin

ton s historically Blac

Show neighbourhood, where the

African American Civil War Memorial will be built. The neigh-
bourhood is named for abolitionist Robert Shaw. who led one ol
the first black Civil War regiments, the Massachusetts 54th
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The death toll form typhoon Sally, which battered southern

China earlier this week. has risen to 162, official

media said

yesterday. Reuter reports from Beiji

The

hoon had injured mﬁrrnﬂlau 5,000 and flattened

more than 272.000 houses when it raged across southem Guang-
dong province on Monday and sliced into neighbourign Guangx
region the next day. The China Daily said.

It said 50 people were still missing

Labour widens

Labour has widened its lead over the ruling Conservatives and

lead over Tory:

would win 51 per cent of the vote il an election took Fla{:e o1

Friday. Accordin
reports from London.

The Labour Party

lo an opinion poll published Fric

ay, AFP

gained one point since August while the

Conservatives at 28 per cent-ost two points, the poll published

in The Guardian indicated.

The Liberal Democrats lost three points to 15 per cent while
other parties gained between two and five points, showed the

poll carried out by ICM.

Arab Lea

General Boutros
face the pros
support on

reports from United Nations.

].’ECIB (Hlali: Secretary-

outros-Ghali. whose hopes for re-election
ct of a U5 veto, received a renewed expression of
ursday from the 22-member Arab group, Reuter

At a lunch in Boutros-Ghali's honour, the group's current
chairman Ambassador Gaalar Allagany of Saudi Arabia, reit-

erated the backing for a second term voiced by the Arab

at a Bummithln Cairo in June.

League

GCC states to hold war

Helicopters and forces from Gulf Arab states arri

in Kuwait

on Thursday for military exercises, Bahrain's official Gulf
news agency reported, but the exercises did not appear to be

related to the crisis with Iraqg, Reuter reports from

ubai.

The agency said a number of helicopters from the air forces
of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states arrived at a Kuwaiti air
base for exercises that will be held between September 14-19.

The agency said the manoeuvres were part of a GCC

pro

and economic

ammes of joint exercises. The GCC is a military, political
liance that groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the

United Arab Emirates. Qatar, Ba rain and Oman.

24 children fall from

staircase, d

SHANGHAI, Sept !
Twenty-four Chinese children
were killed and another 98 in-
jured when a crowd rush down a
narrow school stlaircase ended
with students falling and being
trampled in waves, Wenhui Bao
daily said today, reports AFP.

The primary school chil-
dren. from a rural area in
south-western Yunnan Pro-
vince, were hurrying to attend a
daily flag-raising ceremony
Monday in their school's front
courtyard when disaster struck,
the report said. |

The school's two courtyards
are connected by a passageway
and a staircase only 1.27 metres
(4.2 feet) in width, and the mob

of children attempting te po
through numbered 1,300, it
added,

The cause of the accident at
the Nanpismg Primary School in
Lingcang country, some 270
kilometres [167 miles) south-
west of Kunming, is being inves-
tigated.

But the report said the first
students to reach the 28-step
staircase were knocked down,
leading to a pile-up of 200 fallen
students in a 13-square-metre
(140-square-foot) area.

Teachers and policemen
ryshed to send those hurt to the
hospital, but 24 died and 17
others were seriously injured,
the daily said.

1e 1n China

SARAJEVQO), Sept 13 Reli-
glon and poltics are intler
twined i Bosnia. with imams
and priests invoking support
for political parties and whip

ing up tempers ahead of

nia s elections Saturday, re-
ports AFP

In the run up to the elections,
religious images have been in-
voked by political leaders,
while religious leaders have ap
peared atl party rallies

Religious
appeared to be playing out the
battles that kept them occupied
for centuries

After an incident late last
month when expelled Bosnian
Muslims returned 1o their for
mer homes in a vilage in cur
rently Serb-held land. a senior
Bosnian imam issued a warn
Ing to the Serbs

"The message to the Serbs is
that the Basnian (Muslim) peo
ple will come in peace to all our
villages but if they want a
confrontation, we will fight for
our homes " the man of Islam
sajel .

Serly Orthodox  priests,
ineanwhile have played a part
in the rgllies ol th ruling ex
treme Serb Nationalist Party
(505, set up by wanted war

leraralies have

(rimes
Karadzic
Al the northern town of Ko
tor Varos earlier this week two
Orthodox priests in Balck Cas
socks stood on the platform of
SDS nodding in support as
speakers set out the party's pro-
grammme ol ethnic separation
Settin the mood, one
speaker, E)jt:rrdjf Batinic, told
the supporters. “This is a fine
rally but someone is missin
one man who is the personifica-

suspect Radovan

tion of Jesus Christ.' he said
referring to Karadzic. wanted
wosldwide on genocide charges.

The Serb candidate to the
three-member Bosnian Presi-
dent Momcilo Krajisnik, a close

ally of Karadzic also invoked
religion. "God is Serb. " he told
the same rally

However this is not the only

picture

Working from an unheated
office  Dusan Jovanovic. the
Serb Orthodox priest who left
the Bosnlan capital four
maonths alter it was plunged
into war has returned ahead of
the elections

On Tuesday he criticised the
hierarchy of his ows and other
churches who mixed religion
and nationalist politics

International
Religion, politics intertwined
as Bosnians go to polls today

Based in Belgrade. the Serbh

Orthodox church is rlosely im-
plicated in the Bosnian war
with the head of the church,
Patriarch Pavle,

rr.la_nlarly
meeting with Radovan Karadzic
and backing his campaign to set

up a Serb homeland.

It is true a lot of people from
all churches have been involved

in politics.” Jovanovic said in
an interview with AFP Tuesday

Choosing his words care-
fully. he atgdfd. "My personal
opinion. is that we wil all be
much happier if the highest
levels of all our churches would

The Catholic Church. he
sdakl. had decided last month
not to back in the elections the
main Croat nationalist politi-
cal party. the Croatian Demo-
cratic Union (HDZ)

Meanwhile the two main
Serb opposition parties have
agreed to form a coalition after
elections in the Bosnian Serb
entity, a rally of one of the par-
ties heard Thursday

Zivko Radisic. leader of t
main opposition to the ruling
Serb Democratic Party, the lefi-
leaning Alliance for
Progress (APP). told his party's

eace and

not get involved in political

matters

His return. ordered by top

church officials in Belgrade,
was arn

said the priest

And, according to Sarajevo
students of theolo |
his highly symbolic return to
Sarajevo could be a signal of a
change in policy among the up-

r echelons of the r%lurth in
Jelgrade.

Speaking to AFP Wednesday,
man Catholic Cardinal of

the
Hosnia, Vinko Puliic. also
sounded a new political direc
tion

‘attempt to rebuild
links” and a “symbol of peace.~

cal politics,

final rally he had reached an
agreement with the other main
opposition party. the Demo-
cratic Patriotic Bloc (DPB)

The two are bidding to topple
the hardife ruling party of
Serb President Biljana Plavsio

“"We have just today achieved

. an agreement with the Demo-
cratic Patriotic Bloc and with
the majority of political parties
which are participating in up-
coming elections.” isic told
a rally of about 7 000 support
ers at a soccer stadium

The agreement would allow
for the creation of a “strong
coalition " Radisic 59 saird
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Leader of the extreme lett National Democratic Front-Nepa
anti-Indian demonstration in Kathmandu on Thursday.
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Top Shi ite leader
gunned down
in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD. Sept 13 A
prominent Shi'ite leader was
gunned down as he sald his fi
nal prayers of the day. the state
run news agency said Friday.
reports Al

Three gunmen burst into the
home of Allama Murid Abbas
Yazdan in a posh suburb of the
federal capital late on Thursday
and shot and killed him, the
Associated Press of Pakisian
reported.

erchen (R) leads an

The nationwide demonstration

was held to protest the Indo-Nepal Mahakali Integration Development Projeet Treaty, on
the eve of a dawn-to-dusk general strike on Friday.

— AFP/UNB photo

'Use of force in Iraq without

MOSCOW. Sept 13: Russian
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Pri-
makov said on Thursday the
use of force in Iraq without the
approval of the UN Security
Council was unacceptable. In-
terfx news agency reported, says
Reuter,

It quoted Primakov as say-
ing, when asked about the situa-
tion in Iraq, that unilateral use
of force by any state was "abso-
lutely unacceptable.” And that
it must be sanctioned by the Se-
curity Council. |

He said Russia is doing ev-
erything possible to prevent
fartors arising which would
provoke an escalation of ten-
sion in the regign.

Russia has denounced last
week's US air strikes against
iraq. Security chief Alexander
Lehed has said Washington was
behaving like a 'bull in a China
ship and President Boris
Yeltsin said in a television in-
terview that he backed the gov-
ernment's opposition to the
strikes.

Primakov said on Thursday
Russia was doing all it could to
ensure balanced, fruitful rela-
tions with the United States.

“This is essential for us. We
know the role and plade of the
United States in the World. But
that does nol mean we shotild be
in a supportjing role and repeat
everything Washingion does.”

- UNSC approval unacceptable’

Russia has generally taken a
softer line on Irag than the
United States since the end,of
the Gulf conflict, and has been
pushing Washington and its
Western European allies to lift
cripphng post -war sanctions
against Baghdad.

Meanwhile, the United
States on Thursday pledged to
defend Kuwait and other coun-
tries in the Gulf after Iraq
warned Kuwait not to germilt US

lanes to use its territory as a
Ea&e to attack Iraq.

The United States expresses
its commitment to the security
of our friends in the Gulf and in
view ol Iragi statements repeats
that commitment

Yazdan was the leader of the
Shi'ite group Sipah-e-Mo-
hammed and police officials
were refusing to speculate. No
arrests have made

In recent weeks there has
been a fresh outbreak of sectar-
ian violence between militant
members of rival Shi'ite and

Sunni Muslim ps.
Most of Paldetar's 186 mii:

lion people are Sunni Muslims,
who generally get along with
their Shi'ite brethren.

Taliban capture
another key town

ISLAMABAD ., Sept 13;
Afghanistan's rebel Tal Is-
lamic militia eaptured MeHNtar ,
Lam Toewn, capital of the east-
ern pro-government province of
Laghman, early today, a Pak-
istan -based Alghan news ser-
vice said, rts Reuter.

The Afghan [slamic Press
(AIP} quoted Taliban sources in
neighbouring Pakistan as say-
ing there had been littlé resis-
lance to the militia, who it said
had advanced from the adjoin-
ing Nangarhar province which
it 7ed on Wednesday.

The sources said the defend-
ers of Mehtar Lam, which was
controlled by the Hezb-i-l1slami
Party of Afghan Primne Minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, had fled
by e titne Taliban forces ar-
rived before dawn.

Taliban sources in the main
eastern town of Jalalabad, capi-
tal of Nangarhar. told re-
porters, on Thursday that the
militia had entered Laghman

territory in a three-pronged of-
fensive,

Junta restores parliament,
lifts ban on political
parties in Burundi

BUJUMBURA. Burundi, Sept
13: Burundi's military-led gov-
ernment restored the parlia-
ment and lifted ban on politi-
cal parties Thursday, seven
weeks after a military coup. re-
ports AP,

"The assembly is restored in
its original form and there are
no conditions on political par-
ties,” Jean-Luc Ndizeye,
spokesman for the military
government, said after the an-
nourncement was made on state-
run radio.

Military ruler Maj. Pierre
Buyoya seized power on July 25,
dissolving the parliament, sus-
Eending the constitution and

anning political arties.
President Sylvestre Ntibantun-
ganya fled to the US ambas-
sador's residence, where he re-
mains.

The constitution remains
suspended, however, enabling
Buyoya to remain in control.

-trade and transportation

The move was apparently an
attemnpt to ease sanctions im-
posed by neighbouring coun-
tries on August 9, cutting all
inks
until a constitutional form of
government was restored. Th
also demanded that the Tutsi-
dominated military also begin
peace talks with. Hutu rebels.

Buyoya said at a Sunday
press conference that he would
only talk to rebel groups after
they renounced violence and
genocide as methods of political

change.

Buyoya said he staged the 1

coup as the only way to stop the
ethnic violence in Burundi
which has claimed more than
150,000 lives since 1993. He
also accused Ntibantunganya
and his Hutu-dominated

- FRODEBU political party of or-

anising a genocide against

tsis, who make up only 14

cent »of the population in
urundi.
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Iranian President Ali Akbar

e

ashemi Rafsanjani inspects

-Hashemi

,a company of mainly female South African medical service
soldiers on his arrival at the Johannesburg International
Airport on Thursday. His two-day state visit has prompted
political criticism at home and abroad. — AFP /UNB photo

Rafs:-injani says . '

Iran, SA won't tolerate
US interference

PRETORIA . Sept 13: Iran
and South Africa will riot tol-
erate interference by the United
States in the growing friend-
ship between the two countries.
Iranian resident Ali- Akbar
fsanjani said here
Thursday, reports AFP,

Rafsanjani, who is on a ¢on-
troversial two-day state visit to
South Africa, told a banquet
thrown in his honour by Presi-

~dent Nelson Mandela that Iran

and South Africa are deter-
mined to pursue strengthened
economic ties, despite Washing-
ton opposition, &
"We are ready to assist you
in development and | know
that the United States will not
be satisfied with this coopera-
tion of ours," Rafsanjani said.
"For those two nations that
have struggled, that have tri-
umphed over the struggle, they
will never let America decide
their fate and destiny,” Rafsan-

jani added. referring to South
Africa and Iran.

Mandela, who spoke first.
welcomed progress in relations
between the two countries, say-
ing more was being done to
strengthen bilateral ties.

The South African leader
told the banquet. which in-
cluded many women dressed in
black and wearing veils, that
South Africa was grateful for
Iran's contribution to the anti-
apartheid struggle.

Mandela thanked Iran's Is-
lamic government, formerly led
by the Ayatollah Ali Khmenet.
for building "ties of brother-
hood,” with South Africa’'s now-
ruling African National
Congress (ANC) when it was

bgnned during apartheid.

"Iran refused to oil the sys-
tem which the world regarded
as a crime against humanity,”
Mandela- said. :

Possibility of Ira

WASHINGTON, Sept 13: Iraq
once again is talking war
against Kuwait. But the threat,
}mw:vgr l;]lnn h to Kuwaitis,
s proba nothing more than
that — tei!l‘;+ r+ur:'1::|m::«rrtléE AP.

Even if the US-built defen-
?‘lw: shield in the Persian Gulf
ails to dissuade Iragi leader
Saddam Hussein from grabbing
for Kuwait again, it would give

him almost no chance to re T

the success of August 1990,
when his army rolled over
Kuwait with virtually no armed
resistance,

“It's already too late" for
Saddam to e a successful
move on Kuwait, the extra
firepower the mili is »

now moving into the area, said

Robert Gates, who was CIA di-

Tector in the Bush administra-

tion's ﬂﬂ:éﬂjun :
it dam try anywa

' th American cnntrn]{:f

the air, that would be an excep-

- Tariq Aziz.

tionally stupid act,” Gates said
Thursday. He and other private
analysts said they saw_ little
Euss;lj:;ilill:;.ytliﬁq would attack
LW, , DU wWere unwﬂling
to rule it out, sl
. Kuwait had been
latest US-Iraqi con
which focused mainly on Iragi
__:}t%greaainn in northern Iraq.
at changed when the Pen-
tagon announced Wednesday
that Kuwait had
eight US Air Force F-117A
stealth fighter-bombers use a
Kuwaiti air base for potential
strikes on Iraq.

That amounts to "an act of
war against the Iragi state,”
said Deputy Prime Minister
e likened the situ-
ation to the 1990 period just
before Iraq
which th;.-. Irl_nqlu consider a
renegade Iragi province. -
Im-

uiet in the |
ontation, '

agreed fo let

invaded Kuwait,

ballistic
" Kuwait.

Although Kuwait may be
only marginally more capable
of defending itsélf against lraq
that it was six years ago. the
United States, with help from
Britain and France, has devel-

.oped a formidable defensive

foree in and around Kuwait.

— In Kuwait: The US Army
has stored enough tanks and
other weapons and supplies td
equip a full armoured brigade of
about 5,000 soldiers. On short
notice they could fly into
Kuwait and link up with the
equipment. There is a similar
package of armour and supplies
stashed in Qatar, just to the
south.

The 80 has in Kuwait
a Patriot air defence battalion
whose missiles could be used
not only against attacking
Iragi warplanes but also in the
event Saddam launched Scud
missiles toward

‘son and its battle grou
. shortly b

Coincidentally, about 1,200
US soldiers from Fort Hood,
Texas, and Forty McPherson.
Ga, are now conducting an exer-
cise, "Intrinsic Action,” in
Kuwait.

— In Saudi Arabia: The US
Air Force has a powerful con-
tingent of F-15 fighters and
other aircraft, including an
AWACS early warning plane,
which have been patrolling the
skies over southern Iraq since
1992 from Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia. -

— In the Persian Gulf: The
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vin-
are ply-
ing the Gulf waters, to be joined
a second aircraft
carrier, the USS Enterptrise.
The US 5th Fleet is based at
Bahrain, just off the Saudi Gulif
coast.

There was no US carrier in
the Gulf when Iraqg invaded
Kuwait six years ago.

Logic also would argue
against an Iraqi attack on
Kuwait, if, as many Westerners
believe, one of Saddam's top
priorities is splitting the United
States from its Arab allies in
the Gulf, Logic, however, has
not always been the best guide
in tryving to predict or interpret
the Iraqi leader's military ac-
tions,

After investing billions of
dollars and spilling American
and allied blood to oust the
[raqi army from Kuwait in
1990, the United States is tak-
ing nothing for granted,

"President Clinton has
proven on at least two occasions
that he is not going to let Kuwait
be thr atencgohy Iraq on the
ground,” said Harry ?} Sum-
mers, Jr., a retired Army
colonel who monitors Ameri-
can military capabilities,

Summers was referring to
two episodes — in October 1

q1 attack on Kuwait seems remote

and August 1995— which
demonstrated that even a hint

“of Iraqgi troop movements to-

warcd the Kuwaiti border will
irigger an immediate rein-

forcement of US firepower in
the Gulf. '

In the 1994 episode. the Iragi
army sent a large force toward
the Kuwaiti border in what
Wash:in\iﬁnn viewed as the start
of another invasion. Clinton
ordered US air, sea and ground
reinforcements to the Gulf
Saddam backed off.

Last August, the Pentagon
put large numbers ol US forces

on alert for movement to the
Gulf after US intelligence
l:uckcd up indications that some
raqi troops south of Baghdad
might be preparing to head
south. The threal never materi-
alised, but US officials said
they were unwilling to just
watch and wait
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Off the Record

A mode| presents a dress of Spanish ;jenigmr Antonio Per

nas for the Spnng Summer 97 fashion show "the Pasarela

Cibeles’ on Thursday in Madrid.

Veterinarian fined for

L - ' L
ruining parrot's sex life
SYDNEY: A[1udg: has ordered a veterinarian to pay 12,300
Australian dollars (8.700 US dollars) to a bird collector for

negligently ¢reating his favourite parrot's legs and ruining its
sex lile, reports AP
Judge Terence Chriatie said the 'possible stud career” of a -

blue and gold South American male macaw named Nelson is in .

doubt because strpng legs are essential for the macaws' Intricate
matinﬁ ritual.

Bird lover Roger Schlup told The New South Wales District
Court male and lemale macaws stand on a perch next to each
other, twist around and their rear ends when they mats.

Schulp said he took Ne to veterinarian Ross Perry with a
broken right leg in 1994 :

He alleged that Perry somehow broke the bird's other Jeg
during treatment and then failed to fix either Ipmpr.:‘l}f.

"As a result of the negligent treatment. Nelson has been lefi
with a ... significant deformity of the left leg, a loss of mobility
and loss of power and strength and consequent inability to
mate, " Schlup said in a statement to the court.

Schiup said he now has no chance to breed the willing, but

+~unable, Nelson and sell his ng.

He had sued Perry for dirs Australian 250,000 (dirs US
197.000) in damages. :

'Chinese were fertility
worshippers'!

BEIJING: China has found one of its oldest phallic symbeois,
a rare 3,000-year-old black stone ¢ that shows ancient
Chinese were fertility worshippers, the Xinhua news agency
said, reports Reuter.

The carving is a rare find in a cnunr(.;gi where people are
traditionally not open about sex, the cial news agency
quoted Chinese archaeologists as sa ;

The soft black stone carving of reproductive organs
.dates back some 3,000 years and was found on an islet that
will form part of the foundations of the huge Three es
Dam — China's largest water control project — in central
Hubei province. Xinhya said.

Poor leopard's 3 hrs
freedom in a locality

BANGKOK, Thailand: A leopard who slipped out of its cage
after its owner failed to lock it enjoyed only three hours of
freedom Thursday before being shot to death, AP.

Dozens of villagers and officials from the police., navy and
livestock department had jpined the effort to corral the st
who esca after its owner. Chare Sonkrung. failed to secure
its cage alter feeding her.

The hunt in Traklang district in the eastern seaboard
province of Trat required little enterprise as the 11-year-old
animal had wandered nearby to curl up under a food sto
platform. Footage of the incident was shown on Thai
Channel] 7's evening news prograrnine.

Efforts were made first to capture the animal with a net, and
then by shooting it with tranquilizer darts, but they were
unsuccessful. Many people were injured in the process, said the
television report, without giﬁrﬁ‘;igtails.

The TV footage showed pani EIajpu:q;alt standing on the back
of a pickup truck scrambling for ety as the leopard — which

appeared unaggressive — approached.
[t crawled under the ‘i"lll:h.iﬂlﬂ and then was shot and killed

with several rounds from an M16 rifle as it crawled out again.
Authorities said they killed the leopard because it had
already mauled some people and they were afraid it would be
ES['_:H._]I'E to the jungle after dark.
e report did not say why Charay. a farmer, kept a leepard.
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Ruth Nahamani, 42, smiles as she holds the 180-page
ruling of the Israeli Supreme Court's 11-justice panel in
Jerusalem on Thursday, that allowe her to make use of
eggs, fertilised in vitro by her husband Danny Danny
Nahamani, who married Ruth in 1984, lives with another
woman with whom he has two children and he has filed

for divorce from Ruth Doctors say that Ruth who is
unable to bear a child can probably no more produce
eggs Her only hope for a child of her own are these
fertilised eggs and a surrogate mother that will bear the
child - AFPAUNB photo

— AFP/UNB photo




