DHAKA SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1996

- E—— . momam EED SR T ECESTEES R TS ESEETEEE T FT WS SRR e e o e e mmees p =

INTERVIEW

Resignation is Not a Solution

4

— Arefin Siddique

Dr A AMS Arefin Siddique joined the Department of Mass Communication and
Journalism, University of Dhaka in 1980 and was the chairman of the department from
1993 to 1996. A science graduate from Dhaka College, he did his master's in journalism
from the University of Dhaka in 1977 and went on to obtain PhD from the University of
Mysore, India in 1986. His area of specialisation is Interpersonal Communication and
Instructional Communication. In 1989, he went to Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale, USA as a visiting fellow.

i

A former member of DU Syndicate, Dr Siddique who is a member of the DU Senate too, is
the General Secretary of Dhaka University Teachers' Association (DUTA). With a view to
giving fillip to the on-going process of ensuring peace on the campus. The Daily Star
interviewed Dr Siddique for an insider's view on the issue. Following are excerpts from the
interview conducted by Fakrul Islam Chowdhury.

The Daily Star [(DS] : Please
tell us what would you like to
see as the top priority of the new

vC?

Arefin Siddique (AS): The
the new VC is ex-

first thi
pected to

is to take nece

steps to restore a congenial aca-
demic atmosphere at Dhaka
University. The two main pur-

of the university are pro-
viding proper education for the
stmdents and conducting re-
search. So, the priority should
be to ensure a fgxrrlﬂurahle aca-
demic environment to pursue
e. And in the present

knowledg
context of DU to ensure a suit-

able academic atmosphere, the
VC must ensure improvement
in the law and order situation

prevailing on the campus
DS :!i

the chief executive of

Dhaka University what quali-
ties should a VC have?

AS : Firmness in maintain-
ing utmost neutrality. On sev-
eral occasions in the past we
saw VCs failed maintain neu-
trality. The administrative
neut.rnl.tg is a must to continue
a peaceful and favourable aca-
demic environment. One hopes,

the new VC will have strong will
and and would not wilt
under for compromise

on the administrative neutral-

ity. If utmost neutrality could
be maintained from the execu-
tive side. many of the problemns
now faced by the university
would be automatically solved.

DS : Why this neutrality
could not be maintained?

AS ' For various reasons.
Generally speaking, vested in-
terest has always been the
biggest enemy of neutrality.
Sometimes it is personal inter-
est, sometimes it is political
and sometimes it is social iden-
tity.

DS : Do you think that the
ex-VCs did not have the re-
quired firmness o maintain
administrative neutrality?

AS : | don't want to say this
directly. because we are all col-
leagues. you know, but what I
would say is that, firmness was
wanting. You should under-
stand from this what I mean. If
firmness was there we could
have avoided the problems that
we are facing now.

DS : Are you saying that if
VCs were firm enough and were
neutral, pressures from differ-
ent vested quarters would have

not been able to tell on the con-
genial academic atmosphere on
the campus?

AS : Exactly. Because you
'r the position

should remem

of the VC of Dhaka University
is an elected one and our's is an
autonomous body. No one can
force the VC to do anything.
Even government cannot ter-
minate him, once he has been
elected. My question is: despite
holding such a strong position
why couldn't the VC maintain
VC's firmness? VCs don't need to
yield under any pressure.

DS : Can Syndicate or Senate
or any other body of the uni-
versity terminate the VC?

AS : There is no directive on
this matter in our University
Ordinance. But no one can ter-
minate VC on any trifling mat-
ter. According to the Dhaka
University Ordinance, we ap-
point him as VC for four years
and until his tenure expires no
one carf terminate him without
sirong reasom.

DS : Then, is VC accountable
to the Senate?

AS : In theory, yes, but in
practice — no. Because accord-
ing to the Ordinance, VC is ac-
countable to the Senate. But if
you study the minutes of several
Senate sessions of Dhaka Uni-
versity you will find that during
the reign of the former VC, a
number of times there were in-
cidents when he ignored the
clemecratic norms and cdid not
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" report. No report was

bother about accountability to
the Senate.

DS : Why could not the Sen-
ate do any thing about it?

AS : Sometimes he had ma-
jority support from the Senate
and oh other occasions he made
light of it through sheer autoc-
racy. -

DS: What is the power of the
Chancellor?

AS: The overall controlling
?uthnﬂty lies with the Chancel-
oT.

DS : Is VC accountable to the
Chancellor?

AS : Yes he is. ‘

D5 : Why can't the President
of the Republic as the Chancel-
lor do something about it when
it comes to the aytocratic be-
haviour of VC?

AS : Though the Chancellor
is the overall controlling au-
thority, the convention is tha
he does not interfete. The guid-
ing spirit of the University Or-
dinance was that the VCs would
be accountable to their con-
science.

DS : Can you tell us what the
Enqgui Committees, usually
formed after untoward inci-
dents on the campus, do? Do
they file any report? Has any
action at all been taken on the
recommendations, if any, of
those ?

AS ; me just cite two per-
sonal examples. On the 11th of
April, 1991, a terrorist threat-
ened me with my life, an en-
quiry committee was formed af-
ter that incident as usual. But |
don't know whether it filed an

this much [ can tell. And in
1994, a up of terrorists at-
tacked my office when | was
working inside. No report has
been submitted yet on that inci-
dent too. Though, as usual, the
formation of an enguiry com-
mittee immediately followed
the incident.

DS : What about the Engui
Committee on the .Jagunnuﬁ
Hall incident?

AS : | don't know anything
about it. No report has been
plﬂjh‘.lhbd yet, this much | can
tell.

-DS : What happened when
the enquiry committee submit-
ted thetr r on the infamous
aftack on _;emﬂh- students’ pro-
cession? Did, the university
take any action? Or was any re
port submitted at all?

AS : 1 don't remember
whether or not any report was
stubmitted. But 1 don't think any
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No one can force the VC to do anything. Even

government cannot terminate him, once he has been
elected. My question is: despite holding such a strong
position why couldn’t the VC maintain VC's firmness?
VCs don't need to yield under any pressure.

stringent action was taken
against anybody. Because if it
was, it would have been pub-
lished by the media.

DS : What about the enguiry
committees formed with a view
lo investigating in the murders
that took place in the wuniver-
sity during last two decades?

AS : To put it simply, a good
number of the enquiry commit-
tees did not submit any report.
and even when some did. the re-
ports in most cases were not
Eutﬂished. And it was not

nown if actions were taken
against those who were found
responsibles

! Do you agree this prac-

tice encourages unlawful activ- .

ities?

AS : You may say so.

DS : Why enquiry commit-
tees do not work seriously?

AS : Because there is a ten-
dency on the part of the univer-
sity authority to suppress the
unlawful activities by turning a
blind eye to those incidents.
Sometimes, they thought if
things were probed in and those
responsible were to be pun-
ished, the situation might dete-
riorate further. Sometimes they
bent under pressure from vari-
ous vested quarters. Some-
times, il was just banal opti-
mism that things would im-
prove with time. The essence of
all this is procrastination

DS : 0 comprise the en-
quiry committees?

AS ' Usually the representa-
tives ol the university author
ity

DS : If they do not submit
any report. can any action be
taken against them?

AS : | think the point here
should be, we must make the
enquiry committees effective.
Otherwise these committees are

megsﬂngm ible fi

1 s respons or
the inefficiency of these com-
miltees?

AS ! Senate or Syndicate do
not come into considération in
this respect. The VC is respon-
sible, because it is to him the

enqul committees are ac-
countable,

Hemuldhavetakenmeinitiatiw.tumlvethem
before tendering his resignation.

which are used during the gun-
fights usually come from the
nearby areas and are returned
to their sources once the battle
is over, It is also learnt from the
informed sources that both the
rival factions often rent these
arms from the same outside
sources in exchange of a certain
amount of money. [ don't know
whether it is true or false. But
one thing is for sure if the
sources of the arms and ammu-
nition cannot be stopped, mere
raids into the residential halls

* will not bring any result.

DS: Do you think DUCSU
election should be tmmediately
held?

AS: Yes. Because new leader-
ship will not grow among the
students if DUCSU elections are
not held regularly. Practice of a
democratic culture within and
among the students' organisa-
tions depend much on a gradual
development of the new leader-
ship. Without regular DUCSU
election, one cannot expect the
development of new leadership.

DS: Does the present DUCSU
have any legitimacy?

AS: You have to take two
things into consideration be-
fore coming to any conclusion
on this point. First, according
to the DUCSU regulation,
DUCSU executive y will re-
main in the office until the next
DUCSU election is held, in that
sense, the present DUCSU has
legitimacy. But on the other
hand, no one can hold any posi-
tion in the DUCSU if his or her
studentship expires. In that
sense, most of the ptresent
DUCSU leadership has lost le-
gitimacy. The present VP
Amanullah Aman, MP, and GS
Khairul Kabir Khokon both
have long lost their status as
students. So gquestions can be
raised about the legitimacy of
the present DUCSU. Anyway, a
fresh election for .DUCSU is
long over due.

: How do you respond to
the resignation of the former
VC? ,

AS: Resignation is not a so-
lution. He could have taken
some initiative to solve the cri-
sis before tendering his resigna-
tiomn.

DS: What do you think of the
10-point peace agreement bro-
kered by the acting VC?

AS: It's a good attempt. |
hope all the students' organisa-
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There is a tendency on the part of the university

authority to suppress the unlawful activities by
turning a blind eye to those incidents.

DS ' Who ypou think s re-

* sponsible for not making the

enquiry committee effective?

AS : The unjversity adminis-
tration.

DS : Tell us specifically.

AS : The VC,

DS : Are you blaming any
particular VC or are you speak:
ing in general?

AS : | am speaking in gen-
eral.

DS: Why the police fail to re-
cover arms and ammunition
from the residential halls?

AS: Because terrorists do not
kerp arms and ammunition in
the dormitories nowadays.
Most ol the arms come [rom
outside. Arms and ammunition
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tions conceérned will
this contract. They have a great
respﬂnsibﬂit% now. The leaders
as well as the activists of the
students' organisations have
shown maturity by signing this
contract. Now all guarters
should be alert so that peace
prevails on the campus.

D5: How would you evalunte
the aictivities of the present act-
ing VC?

AS: He has been there only
lor a short time. There is not
much to say. All | can say is
that he has taken some initia-
tive and we all extended our
support to restore a congenial
academic atmosphere

DS; Can the present VO con

test as a VC candidate in the
coming Senate Session?

AS: There is no bar. It de-
pends on his decision and pri-
orities,

DS: Who will be the next VC?

AS: The Senate will decide
on it in the coming session
through secret ballots.

DS: According to the 10-
paint ‘péace né;reement'. the
JCD-called indefinite .strike
was withdrawn from September
7. The agreement was signed at
a fjoint meeting of the student
bodies, proctor of the university
and provosts of the residential
halls, with acting VC in the
chair. But according to Dhaka
University Ordinances and
Regulations (as amended up to
June, 1986), published by the

niversity of Dhaka (1986}, "No
student of the university indi-
vidually or collectively shall
declare a "strike” nor shall a
student prevent another student
of the university from attend-
ing the classes, laboratories or
libraries. A student found guilty
of violation of any provisions
of this section will be liable to
punishment up to expulsion
from the university. (The Proc-
torial system; Sec-6; Page-25]

In the light of this regula-
tion, should not the university
authority expel them instead of
patronizing them into signing
an agreement?

AS: The interpretation of
collectively declaring a strike

should be given by the legal ex-
perts. Whether or not the word
‘collectively’ covers an organi-
sational call of a strike should
be determined by the legal ex-
perts before coming to any con-
clusion, I don't think I should
comment on such a delicate le-
gal issue.

DS: Then, according to the
same Ordinance there is a pro-
viston which says. "No meet-
ings of the students of the uni-
versity other than the meetings
organised by the university or
by different departments of the
university. or by the student
unions recognised by the uni-
versity, shall be held in any
part of the university without
the previous permission of the
Proctor. No demonstration
shall be organised within any
part of the university.

Astudent found guilty of vio-
lation of the provisions of this
Section will linble to pun-
ishment up to expulsion from
the university.” (%?I.e Proctorial
System; Sec-7: page-26), Now
telt us whether the JCD took
any previous permission of the
Proctor to hold their meetings
and demonstrations from

. Wwhich they declared the indefi-

nite strike?

AS: So far 1 know, they did
nol take any previous permis-
sion. You see, there are a lot of
rules and regulations but the
important thing is to imple-
ment them. The university
came to a standstill recently.
50, we have started a process. A

rocess, hopefully., which will
ead us to a congenial academic
environment. en gradually
we hope all the provisions,
rules and regulations will start
to be implemented. Let us all
hope that the present peaceful
situation is retained for some
time.

DS: Thank you very much
feyr jenir tirhe,

3:00pm Opening Announce-
ment Al-Quran Frogramme
summary 3:10 Rectation from

maal Comtination 05:30 Men
Nashe Men Hoon 6:30 Shamms
Ka Special 7:30 Upanyas
8:00 Men Marn 8:20 Haseen

Maqsood 10:30 English Film
Tarzan 10:55 Millh NMaghma
11:00 Xhabramn 11:10 Meri

Film
Down

Khas Khabrain-Close

Sharmilesa)

Featute Fitm, Chupke Chupke
(Amitabh, Jaya, Dharmendra,
11:30 Fortune

Sange Dekha 6:00 Nirjan
Dupure Premer Gaan 6:30

Pratihingsha 7:00 Nandanik

Pal 8:30 its My Choe 9.00
Karm 9:30 Kal Brw Aaj Bhi 10;00
People's Ciub 10:30 Stand By
10:40 Liberty Pubhc Demand
11:30 Ten Bhi Chup 12:00 Hee
Hee Ha Ma

PTV

B:00am Tilawal Aur Tar
juma/Hamd/Naat 8:20 Cancon
8:30 Khabrain B:45 Visitors

k 9:10 Phool Khushboo
925 Dastarkhwan 9:40
Mehman 10:05 Aap K Anwar

Pasand 11:35 Janun 12:55
Quran-E-Hakeem 1:02 Bismillah
1:15 Gnind 2:05 Lazwal Ep-43
255 Husool-E-insaat & Spors
Coaching 3:20 TV Encyclopae-
dia 3:40 Sports Time 4:05
Daastakar 5:05 Medicine 5:25
Computers 6:20 Aiou Courses
7:00 English News 7:20 PTV
Muysic Library 7:30 Virsa Pak-
itan 7:55 Ghazal Uss Naye
Sawee 8:25 Dentonic 'World Of
Sports B:45 Anita 9:00 Break
For Headhines MNews 10:00
Khabammama & CommedCial
News 10:35 TBA 11:55 The
Flash Point 1:05 Urdu Feature
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8:30am Kuch Dil Ne Kaha 9:00

Yaadon Ki Baarat 9:30 Cine
Malinee-Hindi Feature Film
12:30 Chamatkar 1:00 Siddhi
1:30 Kaash 2:00 Sunday Ki
Sunday 2:30 The Nirlep Rasoi
Show 3:00 Khoya Khoya
Chand 3:30 Move Mania 4:30
Humse Barkar Gong 5:00
Hangeela Re 5:30 Mera Mes-
sage Mern Geel 6:00 Aaina
6:30 Video CD Premier 7:00
Good Shot 7:30 Jai Bir Hanu-
man 8:00 Surf-Wheel Of For-
tune 8:30 Cine Prime-Hind

Hunter 12:30 Humse Barker
Gong 1:00 Hospital 1:30 Aa-
haat 2:00 Kuch Dil Ne Kaha
2:30 Closed

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Movie
Club Film 1:00 Mowvie Ciub Film
1:00 Nirjan Dupure Premer
Gaan (Magazine) 1:30 Nijer
Sange Dekha 2:00 Pratihing-
sha 2:30 Bandhu Chile Bhalo
3:00 Kemon Aachen 3:30
Comedy Quiz 4:35 Movie Ciub
Film 5:00 Jishu 5:30 Nijer

7:30 Bangla Sambad 8:00 Dhi-
tang Dhitang Bole 8:30 UJALA-
Surer Asar 9:00 TBA 9:25 Clas-
sical Music 10:00 Drama 10:30
News and Bengall Samb d

ZEE CINEMA

06:30 Tarana 08:00 Film 10:45
O#f Screen 11:15 Film 02:00
lkke Pe Ikka 02:30 Film 5:15
Songs 06:00 Film 08:45 Box
Office 09:30 Film 12:15 Trailers
12:30 Film 03:15 Songs 03:45
Fim

10:30 Shasthakatha Health
Programme 10:35 Drama Se-
Dynasty 11:30 News in

Spamn 11:00 BBC World News
11:20 Window On Europe

Correspondent
16:00 World News 10:30
Teme Out Awport 11:00 BBC
Worlg News 11:20 This Week
12:00mn BBC World News
12:20 Whicker's Workd A Taste
Of Span 1:00 BBC World
Headiines 1:05 Horzon 2:00
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Week 5:00 BBC Worid News
5:20 Whickers Worig A Taste

Of Spamn

CHANNEL YV

6:00am Frame by Frame 7:00
Rewnd V. Sophiya 8:00 Frame
by Frame 8:30 Asian Top 20 V.
Nome 10:30 Big Bang Week-
end VJ Alessandra 12:30noon
Bilboard US. Countdown 2:30
The Fide VJ Trey 3:30 Rewna
Vd Sophiya 4:30 House Of
Noise VJ Luke 5:30 [V] 1's
6:00pm Classic Rock 7:00 Top
of The Pops 8:00 BPL Oye!
9:00 The Ticket 9:30 Paimolive
Extra 10:00 Time Pass 10:30
Hewind 11:00 V Spot 12:00mn
Big Bang VJ Alessandra 12:30
The Ticket 1:00 Over The Edge
V4 Sophiya 2:00 Music Update
Tokyo 2:30 The Ride VJ Trey
3:00 Big Bang V. Alessandra
4:30 V Spot
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6:30am \Voltron 7:00 Kids Movie
Guliver's Travels 8:00 Around
fhe World n 80 Days 8:30
Count Duckuda 9:00 Sabar
Rider & The Star Sherrif 9:30
Zookte With Jack 10:00 Kafis &
Dog 10:30 Voyage 1o the Bo
tom of the Sea 11:30 The Wiild

V J Sophiya Ow Channel V at 3:30 PM Today
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Wiid West 12:30noon Movie
Pot OGold 2230 E TV 3:00 The
Wonoder Years 3:30 Cwil Wars
4:30 Hardcaste And McCommck
5:30 Fantasy isiand 6:30 Char-
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inspector Morse-Dead OFf Jen-
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Asian Cnicket Council Trophy
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Malaysia 11:00 Crcket Week
11:00 Lunch 11:30 Lrve Peps
Asian Cricket Countil Trophy
2nd Serm Fmal 3:30 Gillette
World Sports Specal 4:00 Mari-
boro League HAL-15 4:30
Sports Inde 5:00 NEA-inside
Stuff 6:00pm World Wrestling
Federation Marma 7:00 Asia
Sports Show 7:30 Wid M'Cycle
Champs-Lataluyna Prev B0
The Asaan Football Show %00
indan Field Hockey Test Senes
india v Malaysia From Chand:
! 11:00 Goodwood Festval
f Speed 12.00mn Lwve US
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PGA Tour Presidents Cup Day
2 4:00 Worid Cup Classic
Matches Asgentina v Peru 19'}'5

STAR MOVIES

7:30am Comedy: The MNight
Before 15 (Arabic Subtitles)
9:30 Musical Mother Wore
Tights PG (Arabic Subtities)
11:30 Classic. The Seven Year
ch PG (Hindr Subtities) 1:30
Adverture The Tral 15 (Hindi
Subtitles) 3:30 Film Club: Satur-
day The 14t 15 (Hindi Subti-
ties) 5:00 Film Club Dothe Gets
Spanked 5:30 Family Duich PG
(Hindi Subtities) 7:30 Comedy
The Woman In Red 15 [Hindi
Subtities) 9:00 The Preview
9:30 Giobetrotting Las Vegas.

Honeymoon In 'fia: 15
(Enghsh Subtities) 12:00 Thrifler
Paciic He 18 {Hindi Sub-

htes! 1:30 Fnght Might Sister,
Sister 18 (Hind Subtitles) 3:30
Fim Clut Death in Brunswick 7
(Hindi Subtities) 5:30 Homor
Helicaser 18 (HING Subtities)
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10:30 Gaane Amnjaane 11:00
Nafral 11:30 Captan Cook
Shahv Dawat 12:00 Phips Top
Ten 1:00 Tol Mol Ke Bol 1:30
Asian Sky Shop 2:30 Nirolac
Ashiana 3:00 Kya Scene Hal
3:30 Manasi 4:ﬂip TVS
Saregama 5:00 Aap Ki Pasand
5:30 Galaxzee 6:00 Beep Ke
PG 6:30 Tumhare Live 7:00
Zaike Ka Safar 7:30 Sur Taal
8:00 8:30 Maa 9:00
No Problem 9:30 Paribartan
10:00 Guidasia 10:30 The
News 11:00 Ghoomta Aaina
11:30 HFF - Sharalat Chod D
Marue 1:30 Coigate Gel Yoodie
Yo 2:00 Arabic Programme 2: 30
TMM 4:00 Gharounda 4:30
Through The Gears §5:00 Ja-
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Tom and Jerry

WHAT ARE YOU

WEARMNG, SPIKE?  * |

IT'S A POG COAT, TOM.

———

by Jim Davis

< FASCINATING!
TELL ME




