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Healing Hills

From Wednesday's hnrrilytnpi revelation of
twenty-eight men being butchered by the tribal out
laws. Langadu, a village in the troubled Hill Tracts,
it seems. has recovered well. Thanks to the main-
stream Bengalees, the ane third minority popula-
tion of this remote, romantic and rangy region of
the country, who despite this unprovoked instance
of collective killing of people of similar ethnic
identity, did not indulge in any backlash of
vengeance.

From the moment of this highly undesirable
discovery, it was an infinitely greater challenge to
the government than the local administration, its
microcosm. Due to tight security system and round
the year vigilance in that zone and above all, the
essential limitation of the militant faction of the
tribal insurgents, law and order situation was not
destined to be particularly threatened even by this
carnage. the biggest by the so-called Shantibahini
in live memory.

But it was really a stunner for the government.
In the backdrop of a nascent optimistic atmo-
sphere. so vital for putting the Indo-Bangladesh re-
lationship in proper perspective based on mutual
benefit and respect, the pogrom in the hills must
have appeared as a bolt from the blue for the
months-old Awami League government. The
prompt visit of the four-member ministerial team
to Langadu and the immediate measure like the
announcement of Taka 50,000 for every bereaved
family were couple of examples indicative of posi-
tive political acumen. We would also like to com-
mend oppositions' sensible silence and a welcome
reluctance to wring out political mileage out of this
mayhem.

For all the points it scored in the first round ot
its duel with an uncharted mishap which in all
fairness, should not be deemed anything else than
a stray and sorry attempt to gum up the works to-
wards reconciliation, the real challenge that lies
ahead before the government is — winning the con-
fidence of the ethnic minorities along with the
pursuance of an effective diplomacy, so that these
militant elements are automatically winnowed out
and are subject to legal punishment for such
heinous acts just like ordinary criminals.

Students Set a Model

This was no earth-shaking news. But even earth-
shakes fail to change man from within. And the
small news item on the city page of The Daily Star
on Friday had something to do with things that
change the mind for better. '

The first batch of the Dhaka Government Labo-
ratory High School, calling themselves very confi-
dently and may be a little ingeniously too, the
'First Libertarians,’ have instituted the K N Salek
Gold Medal to recognise academic merit. And on
Thursday they awarded the medal to Faisal Ibne
Rezwan and Shivaji Sarkar Rana. They topped the
merit list of SSC exams held in '95 and '96. There is
nothing unusually remarkable in this unless one
knows that man after whom the medal has been
named was no tycoonor any near relation of the
sponsors. Khan Muhammad Salek, the greatest of
our school teachers for over four decades beginni
in the mid-forties, was the founding headmaster o
the Government Laboratory School. It was he who,

almost singlehandedly and from the word go, made
his school the leading institution in the land. The
'First Libertarians' were, through the medal, hon-
ouring their mentor and instituting a memorial to
him. These students were setting a model for others
to emulate and proving worthy pupils of the great
teacher.

K M Salek excelled as an organiser and was a
standard setter in competence and efficiency. But
the key to his phenomenal success lay in his abid-
ing love for his students. Till the very end, which
came early this year, he went round caring for the
academic progress of the kiddies of his pupils —
just for the love of it.

Teachers were till recently very enviably placed
in the society. The decline started when during
Ayubiana young civilian officers were made
school committee heads and they would not accept
a teacher unless he or she almost literally crept
before them. And now teachers do not any more
take to the Vidyasagar mould and would rather
compete for an ostentatious life-style forfeiting
the sense of awe and reverence that the whole soci-
ety felt for them. K M Salek was possibly the last
in the line of the great Prafulla Chandra Roy to
have been both loved and respected by both pupils
and society.

- Why Not Here?

More often than not, an imported realisation
has a better chance of knocking at the closed doors
of our consciousness than its deshi counterpart.
From antiquity to this day, this truth has time and
again been reverberated in time. Our very own
Tagore has a brilliant poetic observation on this

eneral tendency of preferring the distant, the dif-
cult to the simple and common.

Indian prime minister's introduction of a bill in
the parliament the other day seeking enhancement
in the number of female representation in the
| lower house and state assemblies certainly carried
the potential to drive in the home-truth in us, per-
haps for the umpteenth time. :

ndaunted by a legacy of male chauvinism in

the field of politics and state management, the his-

tory of adesh in the recent years has taken a

stark shift towards establishing female participa-

‘ tion in the highest executive seat of the state, let
alone politics.

But despite being well into the era of country's
second female prime minister, it tends to appear as
a stultifying reality that female presence in the
} parliament is so limited and so much reliant on

the discretion and convenience of the male law-
makers. The emergence of females at the executive
acme of state power in B desh is far from be-
ing a systematic and deserving outcome of public
service. For that matter, it is hardly yet the Nya.rm
|. stick in the case of male politicians either. Never-

theless, Deve Gowda's introduction of the bill on
more female representation in systematic politics
as a sequel to his pledge on India Day, can be con-
sidered as an eye opener. We do not want beautiful
| but faineant females in politics. We want women to
make room for themselves in this world as th
should do in other spheres of life, purely on merit.
More than institutional patronisation of their
| cause, it is womén's own urge of being in politics
“meaningfully which holds key to the rise in
the number of people's representatives among
women. - ' c v o
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VEH‘Y recently, the Indian
External airs Minister
Mr | K Gujral paid a visit
o Bangladesh. As newspaper
reports tend to convey. his visit
was Iruitiul. Needless (1o mien
lion. perhaps. that the visit of
the Indian minister was made
aunldst growing misunder-
standings. misconceplions and
misnomers currently prevail-
ing in the realm of the diplo-
malic relations between these
two neighbourly countries. The
visil was also made at a time
wheri, In both the countries, two
new governments are in the
cockpit of the power. We are
given the impression that the
present governments of both
India and Bangladesh are seem-
ingly poised with enormous
amount of political will for tak-
ing initiatives to furthering the
frontiers of understanding and
co-operation between the people
of these two countries

Looking back, Bangladesh
weathered a warm and friendly
relationship with India during
her irmitial period of indepen
dence The contribution of In-
dia to the cause of our Hbera-
tion struggle mainly fueled the
warmth so prevailed India
helped Bangladesh with food,
shelter, arms and diplomatic
parleys throughout the nine
month struggle towards free
dom India also sacrificed hu-
man lives for our cause I
would be sheer unethical Hf we
fail to record India's role in our
freedom movement. In facl
never we failed. nor shall we
fail ever

LInfortunately, for various
reasons, the warmth and cor-
diality of the relationship often

Water of Politics, Politics of Water!

About 11 million acres of land had already been damaged due to the non-availability of water in the south-
hmrd;'E'pmMywt#eHmﬂinchridﬂ the reduced flow of water seriously affected the
operational of the pumps of the Ganges-Kapodak barrage to adversely affect the dry-season
crops of one lakh twenty thousand acres. . .

turned out to be short lived A
raymber of thorny issues began
to itlch the existing bilateral re-
lationship. The most important
is. perhaps, the sharing of the
Ganges water, e is no deny-
ing the fact thal the Farakka
Barrage constructed by India
turned out to be the life and
death question for a part of the
Bangladesh economy However,
in the early 1970s, the govern.
ment of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman succeeded in
cutting a deal to procure 44 000
cusecs of water during the dry
season. It is reported that from
20 April 1972 upto 1975, India
did not withdraw water through
Farakka Barrage Since 1989
dry season. however, there ex
ists no contract of agreement
between these two countries on
the Sharing of Ganges water
and during this period, India
unilaterally withdraws Ganges
water through Farakka barrage
(the Sangt Sept 3. |1996)

It has long been allr%rd that
the construction of the Farakka
Barrage was taken up to use wa-
ter as an instrument to suit the
political whims of the [ndian
central government Allegedly
it was a poHltically motivatred
decision to dictate the politics
and the foreign policy ol the
Indian government To what ex
tent water could dictate politics
can, perhaps. he in evidence

fromn the past events of unilat
eral withdrawal ol Ganges wa
ler by the Indian government.

It is interesting to observe
that while the Bangabandhu s
government could succeed in
matching the supply of water
with its demand in Bangladesh
the successive governments in
Bangladesh miserably failed to
create an environment! ol mu-
tual understanding to ¢linch

What was needed al] through
the whole period is a proper
diplomatic move te resolve the
hilateral problems and come up
with due share of Ganges watér
for Bangladesh One need not

have to to the UIN or move
around the world crying for the
due share. What is is the

political will to resolve the cri-
918

The Bangladeshis have been
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the due share for Bangladesh. In
the down-stream. downtrodden
Bangladesh water itself
etnerged as the matter of a kind
of politics for many. That water
is not available in the northern
oart of the country and that it is
just hecause of India which
wants to cripple our economy.
seems to have been the most
rhanted political slogan for
some political parties to win
aver people s hearta Thus, in
both India and Bangladesh wa

ter has 8o long been the arbiter
nf their respective politics

feel with the information that
India wanted a transit in ex

change for the water And it is
as if the sa called custodians of
the sovereignty did not vield 1o
the idea of a transit {acifity just
because it would have jeopar-

dized our sovereignty ere
may be many argumenis on the
grounds to reject the idea of
transit facility but the
‘sovereignty’ Issue does not
seem to hold much water 1t is
reported that the SAPTA
agreement signed by the last

government contains a clause

where participating countries
agreed o provide transit facili-
ties to member countries. Where
was the sovereignty considera-
tion then? We believe that nei-
ther Awami League nor BNP nor
any other party could surrender
the sovereignty of Bangladesh
just in exchange for some per-
ceived revenue ations.

We would Hke to withhold
our decistons on the justifica-
tionl of the transit facility in the
face of information shortage.
But hope to chase this impor-
tant issue afterwards Suffice it
to say that economics is the sole
determinant of sovereignty
Any step that help s the econo-
my s capacity building should
be weicome. We are ho to
rote that the Indian deiegation
this tirne ruled out any possibil-
ity of raising the transit issue.

In the backd of the catas-
trophe created in adesh by
the unilateral withdrawal of
water through Farakka both
Bangladesh and India should
move fast to ensure the due
share for the Ganges According
to the information provided by
the honourable Irrigation Min-
ister in the Parliament from
197576 1o |994-95 75 lakh
tons of crops from about 11 mil-
lion acres of Jand had alre
been damaged due to the non-
availability of water in the
south-western part of the coun-

try. About one-third of the area
of Bangladesh suffer from agri-
cultural hazards. Especially
near the Hardinge Bridge the
reduced flow of water seriously
affected the operational of the
Eumps of the Ganges-Kapodak

arrage 1o adversely affect the
dry-season crops of one lakh
twenty thousand acres of land
under the project. Besides. the
Farakka crisis als6 affected our
fish stock. For example. in the
areas where the Gan walter
flowed, production of fish ac-
counted for 2 lakh 76 thousand
metric tons in 1973/74. In
1989/90. it was almost reduced
to half. In value terms.
Bangladesh lost fish worth Tk
500 crore over the years. Added
to all the costs are the envi-
ronmental hazards. From Cha-
pai Nawabganj to Rajshahi and
the adjacent southern districts
are now growingly turning into
deserts. Disruption in river
communications, less avail-
ability of drinking water and
depletion of forest reserves are
of oot I Henideat
0 onment in sh.

We. therefore, hope that the

Indian government would take
the above mentioned costs into
serious consideration and help
Bangladesh to grow greener as it
was earlier. We are in ee-
ment with Mr I K Gujral when
he said. "... a new chapter in our
relation has opened up ...
should not be of the
past. Both the governments do
not carry the e of the
past.” However the availability
of water in the oming dry
season should tell us whether
Mr Gujral and his government
meant what he said.

EMOCRACY'S most diffic-
Dult test is the peaceful

transfer of power and in
that context Bangladesh in
recent time passed with I’lylng
colours. At the present moment,
political sermons. resonant
with references to freedom and
responsibility must be the
centrepiece of action. Both the
treasury and opposition leaders
must put aside 'political family
a?ua les' at least for a couple
of years to help the country
a{:hirv:! its lost gﬂalls. wuhnu;
contradiction, ople w 0
long suffering ﬁdpstruﬁ in
the past years want the present
administration as one who can
rub shoulders with fellow citi-
zens and share their dreams

and pains.
Awami League that has come
to power through le's man-

date must reckon the truth that
democracies, even budding
ones, do not grant their leaders
long honeymoons. Because
more thorny problems lie
ahead to be contained. In our
case, continuing terrorist ac-
tivities, hijacking, dacoity and
abduction, trade imbalances,
tax evasion, unemployment,
chaotic educational arena.
chaos in the banking sector,
loss-making industrial plants
and inflationary trend — all
these problems p the coun-
try. Cunsidtring these ago-
nising aspects, Dhaka, the capi-
tal city and epicentre of all ac-
tivities, draws the attention of
people most. If an goes
wrong in Dhaka, it goes wrong
in the whole country.

Dhaka city, ertlrgodytng the
idea of innovation and
achievement in a dazzling
range of human endeavours
captures the mind of the people
living here and those streaming
into the city in ever increa
number. With the city's skyline
thrusting ulp aggressively and
the sprawling marketplaces
bustling with grandeur, people
with each passing day seem to
be growing drunk with opu-
lence. But behind this bllmﬁ.nﬁ
glitter of the city in some pos
areas, it was failing its citizens
on major parts. The street
gavemcnts stretching from

aidabad to Mirpur have be-
come public resting berths for
the floating ation. But
even with its filth, dirt and
~squalor Dhaka city remains a
beacon for the brightest and
bravest from all over the coun-
try. People from all over the
cuuntrﬁ stream into this city to
test themselves against the
toughest competition and to
reinvent life that perhaps
seems stale and dispirited in
any other setting outside

Uncertainties Bug Them the Most

by Md Asadullah Khan

Dhaka.

With a [lood of new arrivals
rom all over tAe country,
haka city's pulation has
swelled to an estimated 90 lakh
at present from Its previous
mark of 10 lakh in 1 But as
the size ol the Dhaka City's
population has added to urban
dtﬂghta it also magnifies a
myriad of social ills. Terror-
ism, hijacking, rape, murder,
extortion, looting and dacoity
either on the street or market
laces or even in the safe
undary of the house have
plagued the city dwellers. Added

ing buses. cars and baby taxis
lauto-rickshaws) to take turns
in all directions they choose
The law enforcing agencies
namely police ahd traffic
sergeants are but mute specta-
tors to all these vicious games.
As regards the accumulation
of garbage on the road, the con-
dition |Is totally appalling.
Garbage bins are overflowing
awaiting clean-up for a long
Lime. A news item recently ap-

here and there. Some residing’
close to the Uddyan premises
near the mazar of the Three
Leaders reportedly have chosen
a ditch inside the Uddyan for
dumping garbages of all vari-
eties. The walkers must carry a
handkerchiefl doused with per-
fume which must be pressed in
the nostril to ward off the un-
bearable stench ceming from
these places.

City Corporation should

homes. Open e, deemed to
be enhancing mtquahty of life.

is becoming scarce with such a
mushrooming population
growth seeking sort of hou

in the city and that is also
choking the outlets to
the Frrﬁi of the lers.

n the other hand, the
Dhanmondi Lake seems to be
threatened by a tide of wastes,
raw sewage and other forms of
man-made . Threatened
by pollutions. the lake's water
looks dark and its agquatic life.
namely fish, seems to be on the
verge of extinction. Civic au-
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to this is the surge of s and
other violent crimes that the
administration seem utterly
unable to combat. Dhakaites
are now prone to believe that
the city has spun out of control
and the deadly violence, once
mostly confined to certain
crime-ridden zones is now lash-
ing out randomly at any one,
any time, even in areas once
considered relatively safe. The
recent incidence of burgl
committed in the BUET teach-
ers' stafl quarters just after
sunset and toll-collection at--
tempt on contractors of the un-
der-construction building be-
hind BUET teachers quarters
in the old Dhakeshwari area in
broad day light are sad re-
minders of the vulnerability of
the ral public even in such
a sale zone. True, crime is eat-
ing into the vitals of the city.
Out of frustration some city
dwellers would tend to say,
"they can put up with dirty
streets, poor schools and
cramped city traffic and short-
ages of all amenities but they
cannot take such uncertainties
and risks to their lives for all
time to come."

On the transportation side,
things are in a pretty bad shape.
Bus ride in the city commuter
service could be worth one's life.
The public transit buses that
wind through the city streets
have come to be krnown as
somewhat 'savage lines'.
Coaches are battered, cramped
and the seats inside are dingy
and most shockingly all these
buses are overcrowded at all
hours of the day and night. Al-
most all the city buses are spew-
ing noxious black fumes,
deemed to be highly hazardous
to health. The bus terminals

Saidabad, Gabtali, Ma-
hakhali etc appear to be collage
of disorders and lawlessness.
Certain intersections have
turned into 'drive-thru’ — allow-

pearing in the ncw-?aptrs as-
sured city dwellers of nocturnal
service in garbage lifting But
things as thiy stand tll now, to

orne s dismay, pose severe
chﬁlf:nge and threat to free
walks, living and health,
Pavements, street corners and
rpn;d l:idr. drains are -

are u thro

clo ped gmhagﬁmurm: and fiith
on the pavements and places
adjacent to roads in front of the
kutcha bazars. The pavements
on both sides of the entry point
of the city marketplaces are
clogged with mud, garbages and
urine. Street children are re-
lieving themselves in the
clogged drains of these roads
and many others of the like in
the whole urban area stretching
from Gandaria to Mirpur.

[t seems neither the City
Corporation nor any social
movement group has ever given
any thought to the dismaying
situation that this sprawling
city has not even 10 public toi-
lets on crossroads locations
and marketplaces that can al-
low the ans and others
to relieve themselves on ex-
treme emergency. Incidentally,
it is worth mentioning  here
that in the sprawling city of
Beijing (pop. 10 million) de-
spite the fact it has 642 public
toilets with 2884 seats, people
are still agitating for more fa-
cilities. DCC (Dhaka City Cor-
poration) might borrow a con-
cept now in practice in many
cities of the world — ‘the pay
toilet'. The conditions of the
city's only open space namely
Ramna and Suhrawardy Ud-
dyan is also nauseating. There
is no public toilet in operation
in the Uddyan premises. In ab-
sence of such facilities the
walkers and many people even
from the streets In responding
to call of nature get inside the
Uddyan to relieve themselves

construct public toilets at suit-
able locations on the side of the
roads within a suitable com-
muting distance as well as at

stations, bus ter-

theycwtake:uchunceﬂaintiﬂandriahaﬁutheirﬁunﬁ)raﬂﬁmhm“

thorities, it dees not appear,
has taken an effective step In
controlling the lake water from
being invaded by pollution so

habits, a tes and most of all
personal expectations have to

change. To ease cmﬁnuon on
the road, solit 1 at the
wheel must be by mass
transit. Factories and work-

ng
revolution. The single

house has to be mm
pedestal. As the city is growing
up with its bur .

tion, multi family ;
that has over in the pre-
sent days, and smaller lots will
be for the high density
e
that are

ing to- find tg:

must a the
need for more hou rather
more concentrated ho to
accommodate the 'S
population. To war com-

blems Mke dis-
D ety -
fic congestion and bad air. a
solution to problems in plan-

the railwa menac . The situation, as it
ﬂ;}i}lﬂlﬂ ancr market places in an stands t y. speaks of official
effort to give a cleaner and  jhcompetence in checking
healthier look to the city. If j

-u Dl.l;l tl;;:h}' &Tcttlm iy meﬁm
l:voratln itself, these can be :c slowlyt -
eased out to prospective en- To bring about a in

tregneurs on a tender basis.
In Beijing. this job. it is learnt,
is handled by the Bcg‘irn

Tourism Administration |( }5
in an effort to boost tourism,

Toilet attendants from across |}

the city are drawn in'a rally to
launch a clean-up competition.
Several prizes amounting to the
tune of S50, almost one year's

li tiepd ,
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room workers. Other than this.
inspectors of city corporation
are spot checks ol pub-
lic toilets and they are under
obligation to report on condi-
tions.

As the tide of new arrivals
continue unabated. Dhaka city
is faced with problems to pre-
serve its pristine glory. The
city's open spaces that would
have catered to the need for
recreation has given way to
housing tracts or shopping cen-
tres. The influx of people in the
city, although has ushered in a
vibrant society, but not without
dire effects. Smog from the in-
creasing number of vehicles of
the streets has been fouling the
air. The mushrooming popula-
tion has im new strains
on resources, especially land
and water. This has also
brought in clogged traffic over
ever greater commuting dis-
tances as city dwellers now
move farther and farther, say
from Narayanganj to Savar on
one side and far upto Gazipur on
the other side from the urban
cores in search of affordable

—

Y

e

er

Sir. A mother of three chil-
Iren. according to a report, af-
ler being tortured by her hus-
band has resorted to rickshaw-
l::ulling to earn living. The
abour market for un
women is very limited in our
country.~Of late, a good number
of women have been praovided
job in the garment industries,
Many uneducated women work
in the farmland of the country-
side. The women are now work-
ing at the rice mills and con-
struction firms. Many are en-

- gaged in soil extraction.

The educated women are
working as car drivers. There
are women pilots. Women are
also joining in police forces. So,
women can do work at per
with men. When we express
sympathy for any woman for
any unusual work, | think we do
not do any justice to the wom-

. enfolk. Tﬁris type of news will
attract some donors to help
them to stop them from doin
anything. This type of news wi
make the women discourage to
do anything which they can do
with the men.

Rickshaw-pulling is equally
labour some with that of other
works — she is already doing in
the farmland and construction
fields even in the households.
In the developed countries like

China and other European
countries, women are attending

ucated'

office ridin
is a two-wheel paddler. and

bi-cycles. Bicycle

rickshaw is three-wheel pad-
dler. We should encourage
women too to pull rickshaw
side by side with males. The
women pullers will carry’
women passengers. What we
need to do is that we must en-
sure safety of these women.
That women are not harassed
and ill-treated should be en-
sured. _

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
153, Lake Circus Kalabaghan,
Dhaka

Balaka — flying into .

* oblivion?

Sir, Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines has a newsletter named
‘Balaka’, which is supposed to
be published month.

Once the newsletter was a
regular publication, consisting
of four to six pages in bi-colour.
Then an improvement came
into being first and last pages
were coloured with a new mast-
head. But the publication was
turned into an irregular one,
and is now believably in limbo.
In the last one year, t is, dur-
ing the tenure of ex-Managing
Director Muhammad Omar Fa-
rooq, only one issue of the
newsletter was reportedly pro-
duced and we duugg if an y
in Biman takes any interest in
the '‘Balaka’. ;

Understanding that the
newsletter can serve for a num-
ber of objectives, from informa-

tive to entertaining, those who,
among us, have inquired of the
newsletter come to learn that
the Public Relations Depart-
ment is too busy otherwise. We
don't know what is meant by
‘otherwise.’

We hope the new Managi
Director would look into the
'‘busy otherwise' thing and
make ‘Balaka stop flying into

oblivion.

An employee
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
Motijheel C/A. Dhaka-1000.

- I K Gujral's visit
Sir, Earlier several Indian
ministers, leaders and top bu-
reaucrats visited Dhaka and
time and again they assured us
of immediate release of our
rightful share of the Ganges
water through the Farakka
Barrage.
This time | K Gujral the In-
dian Foreign Minister has once
ain arrived in Dhaka from
ew Delhi. He had alsc come to
us with bountiful of promises in
1994 but all in vain. We all fail
to understand as to why New
Delhi has deprived us of the
Ganges water for over last two
decades despite our great deal of
closeness and friendship with
India? Further we wonder as to
why has India changed its
strategy and now seeks from us
road transit and Chittagong sea
port facilities for carrying In-
dian goods and com ities

through Bangladesh tcn*ltorri‘
We welcome the visit of | K

Gujral to Dhaka. We however
strongly feel that our rightful
share of the Ganges water
should be-met first without any
string attached. Then we would
discuss discrimination between
Berubari-Tinbigha territory ex-
change, the pros and cons of our
Talpatty island now under In-
dian occupation and then and
then only we would happil

talk about' road transit an

Chlttag‘onﬂ sea port facilities
with New Delhi.
3 H Kedar

G, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203.

Don't take traffic
lights serjously

Sir. Of late. the traffic au-
thorities of Dhaka city. in an
overenthusiastic bid te improve
traffic discipline. has put up
new traffic lights al many road
junctions But what they have
done will only encourage. head-
o1l collision instead of prevent-
ing them The new traffic lights
are plaeed on the one way lanes
and are open both ways making
them wvisible from both sides.

Therefore when the green
light is on. opposing vehicles
are cleared to move towards
each other on a collision
course. Fortunately however
nobody is yet taking the green
lights seriously. But if anyone
decides to do so, can the traffic
police stop him legally”

Brigadier Hafiz
New DOHS. Dhaka

the daunting circumstances,

he
must
the

OPINION

Stealing from the writings of
others is called plagiansm.

As a nation we had to groan
under the yoke of imperialism
and colonialism for almost two
centuries. British did not intro-

duce proper edutation in our
society in order to perpetuate

[ their domination over the rank

and file. Colleges and universi-
ties were nothing
clerk-machines.

The English people wanted

second fiddle to them. They did
not impart such knowl and
‘light as can bring out the t in

self-realisation and self-con-
sciousness. They did it for their
vested interest and self aggran-
disement.

Foreigners and colonizers

' did not want us to develop our

dormant faculties and poten-
tialities. As a result, original
thinkers, scholars and men of
letters are very few and far be-
tween in our country.

Dynamic personalities and
outstanding figures like Ra-
bindranath Tagore. the poet,
Satyen Bose, the scientist and
rebel poet Kazi Nazrul Islam are
but honourable exceptions.

Blind imitation of other is
not only disgraceful but stands
as a stumbling block to the
progress of a nation.

It cannot be gainsaid that we
have been maintaining slavish
mentality and legacy of foreign
rulers in many matters — start-
ing from education down to bu-
reaucracy even to this day. This
is why new creation. novelty
and originality have become
scarce these days.

Who does not know the
hearsay of machhimara kerani
(Ay-killing clerk) who made
frantic efforts to catch a fly to
he fastened with paste in his
true copy.

Plagiarism among our writ-

| ers, composers of songs, film

makers and painters has be-
come the order of the day. This
plagiarism is going, on in full
swing. In respect of painting the
critics call it foreign influence
or modernism. Our film mak-
ers, novelists and song writers
o not hesitate to borrow ideas
and very expression of idea is
from the writings of others
This sort of plagiarism is de
tected only by experts and con-
noisseurs who are well read
and well-informed,

In this connection, 1 can re
member about a get-together of
a novelist of our land with somie
of the Dhaka University stu
dents in TSC seminar room in
recent memory As far as [ ree
ollect, a student reader and ad-

mirer drew the attention of the
novelist to one of his novels

more than the

to create a class who would play

man and goes a long way to the

. of creation and inspiration will

gely eno

‘ wing'
‘Borrowing is sorro —

says Shakes Intellect
bankruptcy overtaken us.

We have seen, and still witness-
lessly

ing, in dismay how h
incompetent people imitated
- others blindly. Their brains
move in fixed groves like a
railway engine en the rail line.
In a poverty-stricken coun-
try you cannot blame a person
who steals to k
away from the door. But when a
song-writer composes song not
only using the words and id-
ioms but also the very res-
sion of the masterminds ol mu-
sic. then it is all the more con-
demnable.
I know many who have be-
come well-known only by steal-
ing other's ideas and dictions.
Some plagiarist lyrical song
writers hankering after wealth
and honour have ved the
ardent listeners of radio and TV
from listening to the inspiring
and spirited devotional songs
and gflljaza.ls of poet Kazi Nazrul
[slam to the annoyance of coun-
trymen. Plagiarists are reapin%
harvest of royalty and fame a
the cost of others.
These days radio listeners
are tired of listeni to ill-
written, borrowed, fake-songs
that remind us of their original
SOUTrces.
| think, anomaly as well as
inefficiency, nepotism and
favouritism is responsible for
this sorry state of affairs.
Plagiarism in arts. litera-
ture and music of a country
speaks volume for its intellec-
tual decay. This is not a sign of
p essive society,
e whole nation looks for-
ward to the time when a new era

emerge and everybody will tum
over a new leal.

In a nutshell, plagiarist
writers are object of pity. They
are doing more harm than good
to the country.

Flagiarists want to make a
parade of their learning But
they become laughing stocks.
None can ignore truth. Truth
prevails (i the long run. Be-
sides, plagiarists suffer from
self deception and self-deiu-
sionn. They belittle themselves
at the estimation of others
They should be disillusioned
for the greater good of the coun-
try and the people Do they
think — 'theft is best of the arts,
provided it remains undetect
ed ?
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Plagiarism — a Layman’s
Observations

Prof Abul Kalam Elias
where the plot is the carben
copy of an Indian writer. Stran-
. our writer did not |
admit his fault. He told the
audience that it was ceoinci-

The writer is fessor al




