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Lankan cricket
chief resigns

COLOMBO, Sept 12: Sri
Lanka's millionaire cricket
chief Upali Dharmadasa re
signed ursday to take the
blame for a mix-up at last
week's Si r World Series fi-
nals. the d of Centrol for
Cricket here said. reports AFP.

Dharmadasa said he was ac-
cepti responsibility for not
anljjmzfici Sports M;rniﬂl‘.er SB
Dissanayake as the chiel guest
at the Singer series conclusion
ceremony although the minis-
ter had n told he would be
the main guest.

Dissanayake had said he
was embarrassed by the mix-up
when the head ol the Singer
company here was announced
as the chief t.

The cric board said its
two vice presidents, Tilanga
Sumathipala and Harendra
Dunuwille, will act until fresh
elections are held in March
next year.

Dharmadasa. a leadin
businessman, was elected hea
of the cricket board six months
ago. shortly after Sri Lanka
won the World Cup. I’

Aussies name

14-man squad

MELBOURNE. Sept 12: Aus-
tralia og Thursday named
opener and captain Mark Tay-
lor and leg-spinner Shane
Warne in a 14-man squad to
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NEW YORK. Sept
12: Co-world nu-
inber one Monica
Seles. Olympic
champion Lind-
say Davenport,

Mary Joe Fernandez and Linda
Wild were named on Wednesday
to the US team that will pla

champions Spain in the il::“tg
Cup finals this month. reports
Reuter.

"l feel this is the best team we
can put on the court against
Spain.” said US captain Billie
Jean King in a conference call.

"l know it's glm'ng to be an
awesome event. | just hope we
can bring back the cup to the
United States."

The best-of-five tie to de-
termine the women's team
championship will be held
September 28-29 at the Atlantic
City Convention Centre.

Spain, winners of the cup the
last three rs, beat the United
States in last year's final. They
are anchored by Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario and Conchita

Martinez.

Missing from the US team is
Gigi Fernandez, who is ranked
number two in the world in
doubles. Fernandez was asked
to leave the last tie against
Japan only an hour before the
competition began alter an
undisclosed dispute with King.

"There are two good reasons
why Spain has won the last few
years — Arantxa Sanchez and

Conchita Martinez,” explained

Hin_ﬁ]
e United States has won
| 4 cup titles and will be making
their 22nd appearance in the
[inals.

But Spain has reigned in re
cent years. They began their
current string ol success by
beating Australia 3-0 in Frank-
furt in 1993. and beat the
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MONICA SELES

United States 3-0 the next year
in Frankfurt.

Last year. the cup adapted a
[ormat similar to the men's
Davis Cup but it mattered not to

Spain, who beat the United
States 3-2 last year at home in
Valeneia.

"In Valencia. we played on
red clay. It was very slow and on
their home court, which was
absolutely packed with yelling
and screaming fans,” King said.
"This time well be playing on a
supreme surface indoors at At-
lantic City. We're going to be on
our home surface, in front of
our home crowd.

"And "we're going to have
Monica Seles. She's fit in very
well and bonded with the other
players. We have a stronger
team and we're on home court. |
love it.”

King said the Japan incident
had nothing to do with leavin
Fernandez, who teamed wit
Natasha Zvereva last week to
win the US Open doubles title,
ofl the team.

King would not comment
specifically on Fernandez but
said this squad was "the best as
far as having the least amount
of tension on the team."

Wild substituted successfully
in Japan. teaming with Daven-
port to win the doubles in a 5-0
team rout. Wild. ironically,
ended Davenport's great sum-
mer singles run by outing her in

the fourth round at the (|):|:ren 1
ernan-

King said Mary Joe
dez, who withdrew before the
start of the US Open because of
tendinitis in her right wrist,
had assured her she was in good
shape.

Sport

Seles to play in Fed Cup
e

tour India in October and
November, but both players
may be forced to pull out be-
cause of injury, reports Reuter.

Taylor and Warne, who are
both recovering from recent
surgery. missed the recent tour
to Sri Lanka and have yet to
prove their fitness.

Australian Cricket Board
chief executive Graham Halbish
said: "Test selectors (will) moni-
tor the fitness of a number of
players in the lead-up to the
team's departure on September

Veteran fast bowler Graig
McDermott, overlooked for this
month's quadrangular limited
overs tournament in Sri Lanka,
failed to win a recall for the
seven-week India tour.

Australia will play one Test
against India in New Delhi
from October 10-14 and will
{Din India and South Africa in a
imited overs series.

Taylor, who underwent
Sur, three weeks ago to re-
pair a damaged disc in his back,
practised at the nets earlier this
week for the first time since the
operation.

Warne is recovering from an
operation in May to repair lig-
ament damage in the fourt

of his right hand and has
not bowled leg-spin in match
conditions since leaving hospi-

tal.

Wicketkeeper lan Healy, who
deputised for Taylor in Sri
Lanka, where the ts easil
beat Australia in the final, will
revert to his normal role as
vice-captain.

South Australia batsman
Darren Lehmann was dropped
from the squad to make way for

Taylor's return at the top of the

order
TEAM

Mark Taylor [Captain), lan
Healy, Michael Bevan, Damien
F‘ltmjn%, Jason Gillespie, Brad
Hogg. Stuart Law. Glenn Mc-
Grath, Ricky Ponting, Paul
Reiffel, Michael Slater, Shane
Warne, Mark Waugh. Steve

Waugh.

JOHANNESBURG,
Sept 12(Reuter):
He ran for his life
and became the
first black South
African to win Ol-
ympic gold. Now he is running
for his life again — away from
his own destitute community,
agents out for a quick buck and
frenzied media hunts.

The diminutive Josia Thug-
wane, a security officer at a coal
mine near a black town east of
Johannesburg. began his long
run to fame with daily jogs —
following no regimen or train-
ing in particular — up and down
mine dumps.

But with his surprising
marathon win on the last day of
the Olympics in Atlanta and the
ensuing promise of big money,
the unassuming 25-year-old
has lost the uneventful life he
desires.

"Now [ live a life running
away from people,” he told re-
porters. "My life is too compli-
cated these days with everybody
suddenly interested in me. |
cannot even train anymore.”

He told Johannesburg's The
Star newspaper the pressure
had made him doubt his own
ability.

‘It seems as if maybe what
I've done I might not able to
do again..it makes me very
[rustrated because at the mo-
ment | cannot do the thing that
made me what [ am today.

Thugwane s Olympic win
thrilled the country. He was the
proof everyone was seeking,
that ordinary pcurlc kept down
by a]}.)artheid could rise to new
heights in today's South Africa

But now he finds life harder
than ever and laments being
chased by autograph hunters
and function ur{glanlurs

"1 don't feel differently but |
can see in the papers and the TV
and at the functions that now |

am a big celebrity." he said. "But
then | also get reminded of
where [ come from — right down
there at the bottom of society."
It was from his impover-

Jished community in Emzinon

and the shack he called home
that Thugwane and his family

have had to flee after he re-
ceived death threats.

He knows who the threats
are from but declines to say. Lo-

.H_}_HIA _’l_"HUHWAN K
cal media have speculated they
could be from Jealous neigh-
bours or from an armed gang
who hri]im'ktd his car in March.
wounding the athlete who

thought for a while he would
NEeEVer run again

‘What surprises me most is
where | stay with my family It s
1ot our home,” he said about the
temporary rented house inside
the secure mine complex where
he works

| originally lived in the
township . .but | had to move be
rause some people didn't like
the great thing that | have done
They threatened to kill me. that

Fortune takes its tolls

is why 1 moved. | ran away and
I'm living a different life now."

Thugwane did not realise at
first he was actually sitting on a
gold mine of lucrative sponsor-
ships. endorsements and ap-
pearance fees.

As a result, the symbol of
black South Africa's sporting
coming of age was dumped in a
potentially explosive legal bat-
tle with a mysterious agent who

.signed him up the momming af-

ter he won gold.

Athletics South Africa (ASA)
secretary general Banele Sin-
dani told a news conference this
week that Thugwane no longer
wanted to be associated with the
agent.

"After winning the gold
medal | was confused. Te be
gquite truthful I am not edu-
cated. An agent called Mr Poso
just appeared with papers and
asked me to sign.” ugwane
said.

ASA has now assumed a
guardianship role for him, say-
ing it was important to plan his
activities carefully.

"There are many dubious
characters out there who only
see dollar signs when they look
at him." Sindani said.

- Oscar C}assic
golf today

Sports Reporter

The leading golfers of the
country will test their skills
against each other as the Oscar
Classic '96 golf tournament be-
gins at the re-designed Dhaka
Club Golf Course this morning
under the auspices of Dhaka
Club Limited,

Reazur Rahman, Sohail, the
winner of last week's United In
surance Cup. is seeded favourite
in the meet while Tareq. Taher
andl Ranju Samad are expected
lo be the main challengers

Steffi set for
home tourney

LEIPZIG, Germany, Sept 12:
US Open champion S Graf
will play a home tournament in
Leipzig starting this month de-
spite her lather's tax evasion
trial, organisers said on Wed-
nesday, reports Reuter,

Tournament director Ivan
Radosevic had said he expected
the attention surrounding the
trial to keep four times winner
Graf away.

But on Wednesday her man-

. agement firm sent a definite ac-

ceptance for the event, being
played from September 30 to
October 6. :

Peter Graf went on trial last
week with a family tax advisor
charged with evading tax worth
19 million marks (13 million
dollars) on his daughter's
earnings between 1989 and
1993,

World number one Graf, who
clinched her 21st Grand Slam
title three days after her father's
trial began, is still under
investigation in the affair but
has not been charged.

W oodlrridge skips
Davis Cup's
World Group tie

MELBOURNE, Sept 12: Aus-
tralia suffered a blow in their
bid to rejoin Davis Cup's elite
World Group on Thursday when
injury forced the breakup of
specialist doubles pair Todd
Woodbridge and Mark Wood-
forde for the tie against Croatia.
reports Reuter.

Captain John Newcombe
said Woodbridge had withdrawn
from next week's World Group
gualif}fing tie in split on

eptember 20-22 to undergo
minor surgery for an unspeci-
fied medical problem.

"It is a blow not to have Todd
for the doubles, but we are for-
tunate to have a number of
doubles players on the team."
Newcombe said in a statement
released by Tennis Australia.

Woodforde and Woodbridge.
the world’'s top-ranked pair,
have won seven Grand Slam ti-
tles. including the defence of
their US Open crown last week.

Newcombe said Woodforde
would probably team up with
Pat Rafter in the doubles for the
away tie on clay.

Croatia. expected to be led by
big-serving world number four
Goran Ivanisevic, are hosting
the tie on clay, with the winner
earning a berth in the Davis
Cup World Group next year.

Ivanisevic withdrew from
the Romanian Open in
Bucharest on Wednesday after
suffering a shoulder injury, and
it is not clear whether he will
pia%in the tie.

ewcombe. who has hinted
at quitting il his side fail to beat
Croatia, said Jason Stoltenberg
and Mark Philippoussis were
likely To play the singles ruBb-
bers against Croatia.

School h’ball

Dhanmondi Government
Girls., Faridpur Girls and
Madaripur Girls won their re-
spective matches in the sub-
zonal handball tournament of
the national schools and
madrasah games here yester-
day. reports BSS.

Dhanmondi
Narayanganj 12-4. Faridpur
outplayved Gopalganj 9-1 and
Madaripur overwhelmed
Manikgan 8-0)
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NBA stars
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left) and Charles Barkley (2nd from right) meet with
the sumo wrestlers after an exhihition match in Yokohama in Sept 12, ¥ ho

—AFP/UNB photo
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HOUSTON, Texas,
Sept 12: George
Foreman, one of
the greatest self-
promoters in

irounced

sports, pounced
| on the debacle of
the Mike Tyson-Bruce Seldon
fight last weekend to hype his
next bout against a former
kick-boxer in Tokyo, reports
Reuter.

The punching preacher in-
sisted like a broken record that
his fight against someone
named Crawiord Grimsley on
November 9 in Tokyo would
help restore integrity to boxing.

But he apparently forgot to
tell Grimsley, whom it seems
would have difficulty spelling
integrity.

Foreman ranted and raved
about Tyson stopping Seldon at
one minute 49 seconds of the
first round after some dubious
punches, one of which agepcarcd
to have existed only in Seldon's
imagination.

Foreman, 48, said he will
fight Grimsley for the little-
known and little-respected
World Boxing Union heavy-
weight title.

Grimsley at first insisted he
was 29 years old. When con-
fronted with a newspaper arti-
cle reporting he was born in
1961, he still insisted on lhis

age. Bul then said he delinitely.
“was not born in 1961. '

Only when pressed did he fi-
nally admit he was 34.

The reason he lied on Fore-
man's integrity show ?

‘I told everybody | was 29 is
to avoid these type of ques-
tions.” Grimsley said. "Age is a
perception of the public. | per-
ceive myself a very young 34."

But Foreman, wno said it
was okay if anyone wanted to
say he was 34, said, "If there's
gonna be integrity in boxing it
depends on me.

This is fight for integrity
Wi, lose or draw I'm gonna
leave some integrity. People are

Che Laily Stir Entertainment Guide

gonna say you gotta be a man to
get into boxing."

The former heavyweight
champion of the world took
shots at all four of the oppo-
nents Tyson has faced since his
parolle from prison in March
1995, after serving three years
on a rape conviction.

"I know why I can't get a fight
with Mike Tyson." Foreman
said.

"They want someone to fall
down — the other fellow made
the sign of the cross so much
they thought it was a funeral,

GEORGE FOREMAN

the guy trom England,” said
Foreman, referring te Frank
Bruno, who repeatedly crossed
himself as he was entering the

Old Foreman rumbles on

Referring to Seldon falling
down from a phantom punch
and going on to lose his World
Boxing Association title, Fore-
man said: "If someone were to
fall because of a scraped elbow,
I'm gonna fall and fight him on
the canvas."

"l gunarantee no young people
jonna see someone swing and

all down without being hit,” he
said.

Foreman said he would tell
Tyson to his face that "he
should call a halt to (fighting
interior fighters). If you want to
be champ of the world and you
fight like that you pgotta get
outta there.

"These guys don't care. I'd tell
him in the room right now,
"Grow up, be a man. Stop acting
like a sissy.” Foreman said.

Foreman said he plans to
fight in Tokyo and somewhere
in Europe and then in Houston.
He did not name any of his pro-
jected opponents.

Stefan heads
Swedish Davis

Cup squad
STOCKHOLM, Sept 12: Ste-
fan Edberg, who made his final
Grand Slam appearance at the
IS5 Open. heads the Swedish
Davis Cup team to play the
Czech Republic in Prague from

MQM Grand Arena last March >¢ptember 20-22. reports
to fight Tyson. Reuter.

Bruno offered little resis-
tance to Tyson, opting to throw BUUI’I]EIT]OH[]]

futile punches and then hug
him. wuntil Tyson finally
avoided his clutches and
stopped him in the third round

to win the World Boxing Council Sept
title.
‘A big old boy like that boy

from England afraid of Tvson."
Foreman said. “These guys have
disgraced my beloved sport . .
they don’t even say "I'm sorry
Aabout it"”

Int’] Open

BOURNEMOUTH, England,
12: Second seed Felix
Mantilla of Spain bowed out of
the Bournemouth International
Open on Wednesday, beaten 6-2,
2-6. 6-4 in the second round by
emerging Argentine 18-year-old
Mariano Zabaleta, reports
Reuter.
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