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Arafat will cut short a visit
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Arafat arrived in Tokyo on Tuesday on a tour-day visit to
seek support from Japanese leaders for his peace efforts in the
East. "He plans to leave Tokyo's Haneda Airpo

pm (1300 GMT) last night.” a foreign ministry official told the

rt at 10

Hﬂﬂhjmom tO IIIBEt ClilltOl]: Japanese

Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto will meet US President Bill
Clinton in New York on September 24 and discuss the Okinawa
question with him, Chief Cabinet Secretary Seiroku Kajiyama
announced yesterday. AFFP repo _

will be relatively short due to Clinton's tight
political schedule ahead of November's Pregidential election,
ma said. Hashimoto will visit New York from September
23 to 25 and is scheduled to address the UN General Assembly

rts from Tokyo.

UK seeks nat'l seat on ARF: &:iisn

Defence Secretary Michael Portillo on Thursday reiterated
Britain's intention to have a "national” seat on the ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) contribute more effectively to regional
security, AFP reports from Kuala Lumpur.

Portillo said that although the European Union is a member
of the forum, Britain did not consider its ARF membership
the EU complete without a "national seat.” "We already
participate through our membership in the EU, but we are keen
to centribute through a national seat.” Portillo was reported

saying by the Bernama news agency.

m ‘g_ggulatmn rises in Israel:

rose 2.5 per cent during the past 12 months

ERIERFRY |us;

Arafat to cut short Ja

Palestinian President Yassel |
Japan vesterday lo attend an emergency meeting in Lairo ol
Arab foreign ministers. Japanese oflicials said. Reuter reports

International
Baghdad vows to defend itself

WASHINGTON, Sept 12: US
warplanes moved into position
today for almost certain retal
jatory bombing raids against
Iraq ds Pentagon planners

icked tgrgets to hurt lraqi
Bre&ldﬁnt Saddam Hussein, re-
ports Reuter.

US Air Force and Navy
forces prepared to strike back at
the Iraqi military for firing a
missile early Wednesday at two
Us ﬁfghlers on patrol over Iraq.

After a day of bellicose
warnings from Washington,
President Clinton told re-
porters traveling with him on a
campaign stop in Arizona late
Wednesday that the time for
talking had ended.

"We don't want to get into a
word war here," Clinton replied
when asked about his plans for

Irag. "We want to manage the
situation in an appropriate and
disciplined way."

He spoke as Pentagon offi-
cials sent radar-eluding F-117A
"Stealth” fighters and massive
B-52 bombers into position to
pumme] Iraqi targets with mis-
siles and bombs.

In the bowels of the sprawl-
ing Pentagon. planners pored
over possible targets, ranging
from mobile truck-carried
radar and missile batteries to
command centres in and
around Baghdad.

"The determination of the
United States in dealing with
the problem of Iraq should not
be underestimated,” Clinton
said at a campaign stop in Sun
city. Arizona.

He said US pilots policing

ets move into position
for raids against Iraq

"no fly" zones over norfhern
and southern Iraq would be pro-
tected.

Earlier report says: Ira
said today it would defend itself
against any US military action
and would continue its defiance

of US and allied no-fly zones
over |its territory, reports
~ Reuter,

"Iraq will continue defend-
ing its national airspace. Ira-
qis and the Iragi armed forces
will meet any aggression. This
is a natural right approved by
international norms and agree-
ments," Information Minister
Abd-al-Ghani Abd-al-Ghafur
told reporters.

The minister said there was
no backing down from a pledge
Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein made on September 3,

[

"Time running out
to reach accord on

Tibet’s autonomy’

WELLINGTON, Sept 12: The
Dalai Lama. exiled spiritual
leader of Tibet. said today that
time was running out to reach
an agreement with China on au-

tonomy for his homeland. re-

ports Reuter, -

"If the present situation re-
mains for another 10 years,
then I think it may be too late,"
he told the National Press Club
in Wellington.

“In all areas the Chinese

pulation is ater in Tibet.

-thirds of the population is
now Chinese, only one-third
Tibetan. So another 10 years,
and | think really then it would
be very critical.”

China. which has ruled Tibet
on the basis of historical claim
since 1950, has refused to nego-
tiate with the®Dalai Lama, de-
scribing him as a political ac-
tivist who aims to disrupt na-
tional unity.

Caucasus woman
ready to give her

heart to Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Sept 12: A Cauca-
sus woman is ready — quite lit-
erally — to give her heart to
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
if doctors should ever decide he
needed a transplant ITAR-Tass
news agency said on Wednes-

The Dhsily Star 5

India faces voices of
dissent over CTBT

NEW DELHI, Sept 12: The
first voices of dissent over In-
dia's refusal to a global nu-
clear test-ban treaty were raised
here today, reports AFP.

Two newspaper editorials
challenged the all-party con-
sensus opposing the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty | ;
suggesting India may have got
its Lactics wrong.

The Pioneer Daily, under the
headline "Why India must
think again on CTBT", argued
that the nation could not afford
the financial, environmental
or political costs of developing
a nuclear arsenal.

The Indian Express while at-
tacking attempts to force India
to sign the treaty, suggested that
the agreement was a "signifi-
cant step towards nuclear dis-
armament.”

It added: "Even India, bitter
though it has reason to be for

ut on the rack at Geneva,

may find that this incomplete

is better than no treaty."

Off the Record

The Times of India, however,
backed the Indian t's
opposifion to the treaty, which
was adopted on Tuesday by 158
of the 173 states with
rights at the UN General As-
sembly.

The newspaper, under the
headline "Farcical finale,” ar-
gued that the five declared nu-
clear powers — the United
States, Russia, China, France
and Britain — would continue to
main,talil; their nliclear domi-
nance out tesis
laboratory Bimulguun. i

India, it said had stood up
for "sovereignty and auton-
omy", adding: "It was a sad day
for the UN and the interna-
tional community but a proud
day for India."

India denies it plans to make
nuclear weapons and funda-
mentally opposes them but ar-
gues it needs to keep the option
open to safeguard natio se-
curity.

Should Chopin & vodka

go together?
WARSAW, Poland : Poland is famous for vodka and Chopin,
but not everyone is sure they should go together, reports AP.
Three years after the Polmos spirit company launched a new
luxury vodka named after Pulandl':; most famous composer, the
Culture Ministry said Wednesday it wants to ban use of Frederic
Chopin's moniker on the bottles.

"It is something very harmiul if the image of the great
composer is being used to promote a vodka,” ministry
spokesman Krzysxtof Czerwiecki told The Associated Press.

5 But Andrzej Sawczuk, head of Polmog marketing dffice,
isagrees.

“This is a highly luxurious product, successfully competing
against such brands as Smirnoff. ... By no means does it bring
harm to Chopin's name,"” he said.

Sawczuk adds that Chqgin vodka, which sells here for 35
zloty (13 dollars) in tall chic bottles made of frosted glass, is

to reach 5,716,000, according to census figures published
yesterday for the Jewish new year which begins Friday. AFP
rts gom Jerusalem.

Of the total population. 80.8 é)er cent or 4.62 million are
Jewish, 14.6 cent Muslim (835.000), 2.9 per cent Christian
(166,000) hnﬁ? per cent Druse (95,000). The population in-
creased by 141,000 or 2.5 per cent during the last 12 month,
down from a 2.6 per cent rate of growth the previous year.

1 sentenced to death in India: » .o

has ordered the execution of a Hindu butcher who hacked two
Sikhs to death with a meat cleaver during sectarian riots that
followed the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in
1984, AP reports from New Delhi.

Wm_dnc y's dleath sentence was the first handed down by a
court in the rioting. Death sentences are rare in India. At least

day, reports Reuter.

Tass said the woman, Zi-
naida Boliyeva, 46, made her
i - | | offer at the office of the gov-
P e L L ernment party Our Home is

S B G | | Russia in the autondmous re-
ion of north Dessetia, close to
reakaway Chechnya.

"The Russian President must
have a healthy heart and be
able to work hard,” Tass quoted
Boliyeva as saying. :

"He has to continue the
course of democratic reforms.”

1 Indian doctors
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2,700 people. mostly Sikhs, were kiled in the riots. The vio-
lence started after two Sikh bodyguards gunned down Mrs. k vcr{ popular in Scandinavia. Great Britain, Japan, and Aus-
Gandhi while she was walking in her garden in retribution for : on Stn c tralia.
an army raid on the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Sikhism's - HYDERABAD. India. Sept . fi”-
12: Hundreds of Indian doctors J@ to add.]@

issued until early

Thursday he would step down on Oct.
announcement hours after Madagascar's top court upheld a
move by lawmakers to force him from office.

holiest shrine. to dislodge Sikh separatists holed up there.

Madw lIs on Nov 3: an ciection
will be hel . 3 to replace the president of this Indian Ocean

nation, who announced his resignation last week. the
nt said Wednesday, AP reports from Antananarivo.

A list of candidates to succeed President Albert

next month, officials said. Zafy said last

won't be

10. He made the

- Tigers hijack civilian
bus, kill 11 passengers

COLOMBO. Sept 12: Tamil
Tiger guerillas hijacked a
civillan bus in eastern Sri
Lanka today and spraﬁrcd pas-
sengers with bullets, killing at
least 11 and wounding 27 oth-
;ani:Dfﬂcilh here said. reports

Gunmen of the separatist |

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) boarded the bus at
Arantalawa in the district of
Ampara and carried out the
massacre and escaped after ex-

ploding grenades, officials said.

The Tigers commandeered
the bus to a lonely stretch of
road and then opened fire on
the passengers. officials said
adding that six of the injured
were in a serious condition and
air lifted to a better equipped

hospital.
‘Rpr guerillas have been ac-

cused of killing 29 Sinhalese in
the samearea in February 1087
apd lour wmeomnths later slaugh-
tering 45 novice monks who
were traveling in a bus.

Tamil Tigers have been ac-
cused of attacking civilians of
the majority Sinhalese and
minority Muslim communities
in a bid to drive them out of the
eastern region where the rebels
claim is their traditional
homeland.

More than 59 000 people
have been killed in the L 's
protracted separatist campaign
in the past 23 years

Reuter adds: Tamil Tiger
rebels attacked a state oil depot
in Sri Lanka's eastern Bat-
ticaloa district early on
Wednesday but there was no
damage 1o oill tanks, military
offfials said today

g

An unidentified man (R) tries to save two women from fire who carried out self-immo-

lation in front of the Hyderabad special terrorist courts, Karachi on Wednesday. The two
women, Zaibunissa (C) and Hakimzadi (L) doused themselves in petrol and set themselves
on fire in protest against a delay in the carrying out of a death sentence of Pakistan army
captain found guilty of murdering their brothers four years ago. Both suffered critical

. burns.

— AFP/UNB photo

Cong (I) leaders to meet amid
renewed call for Rao to quit

NEW DELHI, Sept 12: India's
historically -dominant
Congress (I) Party, dogged by a
series of corruption scandals.
will discuss the issue here on
Friday amid renewed calls for
former premier PV. Narasimha
Rao to resign as party chief. re
ports AFP

The Congress Parliamentary
Party is expected to discuss the
Party’'s worst electoral debacle
in its entire 11]-year history
during the April-May general
polls and press for Rao's re
moval as party president.
sources said

The meeting. demanded by
six senior Congress leaders and
members of the policy making
Congress working committee,
accused the beleaguered Rao of
leading the party to disaster in
a strongly worded letter on
Wednesday

Bildt cha]leng:es Karadzic to
defend genocide charges

BELGRADE. Sept 12 Top
Bosnian peace ollicial Carl
Bildt on Wednesday challenged
indicted war crimes v ispect
Radovan Karadzic to delend
himself against genocide char

es at an international trn
nal, or be branded a coward
reports AFFP

Speaking here after talks
with Serbian President Slobo-
dan Milosevic. Bildt said "if he
(Karadzic) believes i1 what he s
been doing. then he should go to
The Hague and defend himself

"Otherwise his rhetoric is
{:El the rhetoric of a coward

said .

Karadzic. who stood down as
Serb “president” and leader of
the ruling Nationalist SDS
Party in Serb-controlled Bos-
nia in July under heavy US
pressure. as 'in one way or an
other on his way to the Hague
said Bildt

The ene-time psychiatrist
has been indicted. along with
his army commander General
Ratko Mladic. on genocide
charges stemming from the al-

d massacre of at least 3. 000
Muslim men of draft age follow-
ing the July 1995 capture of the

castern enclave ol Srebrenica
by Sert lorces

Bildt said he had po idea
where Karadzic was currently
holed up but added that “hus
political days are owver since
some time back | would guess
ne s sitting somewhere writing
bitter poerns and plotting

AF adds UN war crnimes in
vesligalors located human re
maliis Wednesday at Lhe last
mass grave site they will exca
vate before wanter sets n

The grave at a collective
larm overiocking the Drina
River tha! forms the border
with Yugoslavia, is believed 10
contain the bodies of some of
the hundreds of unarmed
Boseman Muslims killed while
irying o escape the fallen city
of Srebrenica

The remaimns were discovered
while workers were doing pre
liminary digging o establish
the grave s perimetre. sawd John
Gerns. a spokesman for the in
vestigators working lor the war
crimes tribunal m The Hapue

There has beef speculation
that as many as | .000 people
could be buried at Pilica

l

Protest march in
India against
hosting Miss World

BANGALORE t 12: Mem-
bers of the All Ind?:p[):rmcrallc
Students Orgariisation. All In-
dia Mahila Sanskrit San-
gathan and all India Bemo-
cratic Youth Federation today
look out a march through the
busy streets of the city to protest

inst the hosting of the Miss

orid contest in taka, re-
ports PT]

The protestors later submit-
ted a memorandum to the Chief
Minster. JH Patel. in which it
said the most painful and
shocking incident related to the
conduct of the pageant was his
attitude and utterances regard-

the pageant You have not
only gone all out to support it
but even also made certain un-
warranted remarks. it said.

DUBAI. Sept 12: Iran's in-
cursions into Iraq this summer
drew little notice but helped
spark the region's latest con-
flict, which has effectively un
dermined Tehran's influence
reports AP

Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein cited Iran's support for
one Kurdish faction as the rea
son he sent his army into
northern Irag to help a rival
Kurdish group

Since then. the conflict has
taken several twists and turns
not all of them to Iran s liki

Irgn s official Tehran radio
said tens of thousands of Iragi
Kurdish refugees had entered
Iran and were straining relief
resources. although border
guards said fewer had crossed

iran also has lost the mea
sure of control it had gained in
the region through its support

o e mwmey e

"The Congress has been in a
gtale of comtinuous decline
since 1994, |t has been trounced
in most of the (Provincial) elec
lions in 1994 and 1995 and its
citadels in the south and the
west have fallen." the letter
said.

"Political corruption is to-
day a central issue agitating our
people. A series of scandals in
recent months and allegations
involving some Congress lead-
ers and former prime ministers
has done incalculable damage
to the party's image.”

The dissidents, led by former
members of Rao's cabinet in-
cluding Rajesh Pilot and Ghu
lam Nabi Azad, also stepped u
the heat on Rao to rrlinquln]g
his leadership

The Hindu Dalily today
quoted a source as saying that
tad loyalist and party heavy

weight Vithal Narahari Gadgil

‘"conveyed 10 Rao last week
that it will be better for him to
step d . :

¢ 76-year-old leader is in
the eye of several corruption
scandals inchuding alleged in-
volvement in a 100.000-dollar
fraud case, a giant bribery
scandal and accusations that he
bribed four MPs to save his -
ermment. Rao has denied all al-
legations saying they were po-
litically motivated.

Congress spokesman Ved
Prakash. however, said Fri-
day's meeting was aimed at
self-introspection” and in no
way endangered Rao.

“It is Narasimha Rao who
has highlighted that corrup-
tion, which has been plaguin
our country for more than 4
years. should be eradicated.” he
sald

An lraqi Kurd pulls matenals 1n Baghdad
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Kurdistan Iraqi President Saddam Hussein issued a general amnesty to Iraqq Kurds and
lifted the embargo imposed. in their region

— AFP/UNB photo

werit on strike on Wednesday to

rotest the suspension of two
emale doctors following char-
ges they carried out a virginity,
test on a young nurse, oflicials
here said. reports AFP.

Officials at the King George
Hospital in the port city of
Visakhapatnam said some 750
dociors and surgeons boycotted
work at the facility demanding
the reinstatement of their se-
nior colleagues.

50 Vietnamese
refugees stab
themselves to

Stop repatriation

BANGKOK. Sept 12: About 50
Vietnamese refugees [rom a
camp in eastern Thailand were
in hospital today after stabbing
themselves in protest against
Elans to repatriate them to
ietnam, police said, reports
AFP:

The Vietnamese, from the
Sikhiu Camp in Nakhon
Ratchasima province. who were
among 200 refugees scheduled
to be sent to Vietnayn this week,
stabbed themselves in the
stomach late Wednesday. the
police said. '

Hospital officials said that
the condition of the refugees
was not serious, although sev-
eral were suffering from in-
testinal injuries.

It was the third such protest
by Vietnamese asylum-seekers
in recent months

Al urges Sihanouk
to hold Ieng Sary

accountable

PHNOM PENH  Cambodia,
Sept 12: Amnesty International
urged King Norodom Sihanouk
on Thursday to hold dissident
Khmer Rouge leader leng Sary
accountable for crimes against
humanity committed during
the infamous killing fields
regime, reports AF

In a letter to the Cambodian
monarch, Lthe London-based
human-rights group said that
impunity for leaders of geno
cide and war crimes contributes
tgp such atrocities happening
again

Sary has been a leading
member of the Khmer Rouge for
decades but recently split from
the guerilla group and is negoti
ating peace at the head of sev-
eral hundred guerillas. Khmer
Rouge hardliners accuse him of
embezzling 16 million dollars
from the group

The government is rm:wm(f
loward meeting Sary s deman

for amnestly in exchange for
peace Lf'mpfﬁz the har Eur- fac

tion loyal to Pol Pot. the Proup's
historic leader and Sarys
brother-in-law. will be fatally
weakened

<00~

STUTTGART, Germany : A calf has been born to a rare
miniature anoa buffalo in Stuttgart's Wilhelma Zoo, the

establishment revealed Wednesday, r

s AFP.

There are only 60 anoa in captivity in 17 zoos, it said.
The calf named Joy was being watched over by her sharp-

horned mother Antje.

The world's oldest and smallest bovines, the highly nervous
anoa are a threatened species whose natural habitat is the
disappearing swamp forest of the Indonesian island of Su-

Brutqlparmts

lawesi.

TURIN., Italy

. Police have arrested a young I[talian couple

accused gof suffocating their newborn baby to death before
hiding it in their washing machine in Turin, in northwest Italy,
officials said Monday, reports AFP.

Police were alerted by a hospital here after a 22

year-old

woman came looking for medical help because of internal

bleeding.

At the woman's apartment they found a bahy 'giﬂ wapp'ed in
a plastic bag in the washing machine.
The woman who was living with her 24 year-old boyfriend.

aborted a child last year.

Picture dated July 1,

1995 shows Stephanie de Monaco

ot

and her husband Daniel Ducruet posing for photos after
their wedding at the Monaco Palace. The princess’
lawyer in Paris, Thierry Lacoste, confirmed to AFP Wed-
nesday that the 31-year-old younger daughter of Prince
Rainier III and the Late Princess Grace aimed to divorce
Ducruet. Photos of Ducruet with a Belgian exotic dancer
Fili Houteman, whose last claim to fame was winning the
“Miss Topless Belgium” title in December, appeared in
European papers two weeks ago, bringing fresh shame

onto the House of Grimalds.

for the Patriotic Union of Kur
distan. the group that was rou
ted by the rival Kurdish Dem
ocratic Party with Saddam s
neip

Tt seems from a distance
that the Iranians didn 't see this
one coming. otherwise they
would have bolstered the PUK
more. said Philip Robins a
Middle East expert at Oxford
University in England

Robins said Iran had been
building its presence in north-
ern iraq for nearly two years to
show the United States that any
arrangement in the region
would have to take [ran into ac
COuUrnt

‘Potentially. Iran has lost
quite a lot” Robins said in a
telephone interview

'ﬁmr! may be one bright spot
irom [ran s perspective

Iran was never happy with

the Kurdish "safe haven” estab-
lished in northern Iraq by the
US and their allies after the
1991 Gult War A

iran and Turkey hHave restive
Kurdish minorities of their own
and feared the "safe haven”
could evolve into a Kurdish
state that could become a per
manent base for rebels to
launch attacks the prospect of
an independent state now seems
far-fetched

For decades. lran and Irag
have fought a proxy war with
the Kurds backing rival fac
tions when it was advanta
gecus, cutting them loose when
11 wasnt

iran s cross-border forays
into northern Iragq caused
harely an international ripple
in July and August. but Sad
dam s action drew immediate
international attention and

raised the stakes

Iran's UN ambassador. Ka-
mal Kharrazi, said in July that
Iran needed, take action because
Iraq was not in a position to
exercise effective control over
the northern art of its
territory.” Iraqgi villagers in the
northeast said Iran began
shelling on August 16, and sent
troops in afterwards

en, fighting between the

two major Kurdish factions
broke out August 17, ending a
fragile ceasefire among the fac-
tions and setting the stage for
Saddam to launch his troops
into the north

With Saddam in effective
control of the north. Iran will
find it more difficult to exercise
influence in the region

Another report , lar
submerged in the escalating
confrontation between the

United States and hraq is the
role Iran had in touching off the
fighting.

It was what one US official
described as “Iranian meddling”
that gave Saddam Hussein a
reason for using his army to re
assert control over the Kurdish
region of northern Iraq. Under
attack by Iranian-backed ri
vals. one Kurdish faction asked
Saddam for help

To the apparent surprise of
the Iranians, the Kurds backed

Tehran were swiftly routed.

ousands are now massed at
the Iranian border seeking

ﬁiih the United States de

ploying planes and ships
within easier striking distance
after new Iragl challenges to US
enforcement of the no-fly zone
in the southern part of the

country, most attention is on

— AFP/UNB photo

Violence marks
anniversary of

[Iran’s incursions into Iraq helped spark Kurd conflict

Saddam Husseih
But Iran s role also is a re

minder of the continuing ten
sions between Washington and
Tehran that began when the s
lamic fundamentalist regime
took power in 1979 Branded by
the United States as a leading
supporter of terrorism. lran |s
involved in Bosnia as well as in
northern lraq

After the defeat of Irans
Kurdish allies in northern Iraq,
Gulfl analysts differ on whether
the Tehran regime can end up a
diplomatic winner

“The big loser is the United
States and anyone who relied
on the United States ~ said Paul
Wolfowitz, dean of the Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies. That's
always a gain for the lranians
They never lose when we lose so
far as theyre concerned .’

L
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Pinochet’s coup
SANTMGO, Chile, Sept 12:
Army officers toasted Gen. Au-

gusto Pinochet on the 23rd an-

niversary of his bloody mili-
tary coup as marchers moumed

' the victims of his regime and

clashed with police Wednesday,
reports AP,

The events underlined the
deep polarisation that contin-
ues within Chilean society de-
spite the country's return to
civilian rule in 1990, when
Pinochet stepped down while
retaining control of the army.

The march in Santiago
ended in thick clouds of tear g
as police dispersed the mos
young demonstrators, who
threw rocks and Molotov cock-
talls. Demonstrators also set
afire a right-wing political

party's office.



