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We Condemn
We find no word adeqquate enough to express our
indignation and outragie over some Shantibahini
elements' gruesome mu rder of 28 woodcutters in
Rangamati out of the 3} they had abducted in an
insurgency-style swoop on Wednesday. Our con-
demnation is so much the stronger tor the fact that
the mavhem has been pe rpetrated at a time when
the peace process in the hill districts looked well-
poised for a successtul conpletion.
The whole atmosphere h.as been rendered highly
conductive to a speedy resolution of the tribal
question by the installation ol a government in
Dhaka which is expressly committed to a political
solution of it. The MPs from the CHT have all be-
long to the Awami League party since the days of
the 1991 elections. On the other side, the new Deve
Gowda government at the centre in India and the
Tripura state government acir'oss the border are
keen to see the tribal repatriati on issue resolved at
the earliest.
So, the massacre, to all intenits and purposes,
looks like an attempted act of sal.otage to the peace
process. When an insurgency problem approaches
resolution, the die-hard elements: in their desper-
ate bid to keep that possibility at bay form into re-
taliatory groups and apply shockers to disrupt the
process. That psychology could have worked here,
although purportedly incidents relating to collec-
tion of toll from the woodcutters or theft of a water
pump owned by a tribal member ld to the das-
tardly act of violence.
In the changed objective situation, it must have
been the work of fringe elements within the Shan-
tibahini. So, the onus lies on the rnainstream
Shantibahini to ferret out the culprits in their
ranks and punish them. It would be hi;zhly useful
for the probe the PM has ordered into the incident
if the Shantibahini leadership gave theirr inputs to
it.

Such a terrible eruption of violence is fraught
with the danger of creating a backlash th.at might
in turn jeopardise the otherwise much-advanced
peace process. Hence we call for restraint from all
sides especially the settlers or workers from the
plainlands.

Let the incident be not utilised by any party
whatsoever to extract any political mileage out of

it.
Aid Utilisation
The commitment of $1.9 billion in aid to

Bangladesh by the donors at the Paris meeting has
been heartening piece of news. Thanks are due to

ter, for presenting the case of Bangladesh so con-
vincingly at the moot, even though it had a very
short time at its disposal for the ground-work. We
are also happy that the aid community has shown
its undiminished confidence in a country whose
aid utilisation record is not enviable, particularly
at a time of adverse aid climate.

The challenge for aid utilisation during the cur-
rent fiscal will be even greater because of the time
lost — a delay of about five months to hold’ the
Paris Aid Club’'s meeting and get a pledge out of it.
The government's commitments to the donors, we
believe, should be a test of its efficiency to utilise
the amount committed by the donors. Most govern-
ments in the past got stuck with reform pro-
grammes because quite a few of them were in con-
flict with the populist demands. This government
needs to go some extra miles if it is serious about
pushing forward with its reform policies and pro-
grammes.

Of particular interest will be the creation of rep-
resentative local government institutions. In fact,
we consider that this should be the centre-piece of
governance. Without making local government ef-
fective, the reform programmes relating to poverty
alleviation, development of private entrepreneur-
ship, economic growth at a desirable level, educa-
tion, health and hygiene, etc. cannot be adequately
implemented.

If the government goes by its commitments, the
chances of aid utilisation at an optimal level are
very bright. Now that the government has agreed to
host the next aid club meeting in Dhaka, it will feel
the added pressure of living up to its commitments

- to reforms on the one hand, and using up as much
of the pledged amounts as possible, on the other.
This is warranted both for proving its bona fide as
-a worthy borrower and also for a transparent ac-
count of its economic and social reform pro-
grammes. Let the government be equal to the chal-
lenges, because the ultimate beneficiary will be the
entire nation. . |

Indigenous Research

It has been claimed as a pioneering technique in
jute research. Indeed, Dr Rafuqul Islam Khan's ge-
netic engineering with jute tissue, as claimed %}y
him, has catapulted research with the plant into a
new era of bio-technology. The new technique is

for developing insect-resistant and disease-free
jute plants. We now call for an intensive field-level
research into it. If his findings verified to be true
‘'we are indeed likely to see a great boost in jute cul-
tivation. When the genetically developed jute seeds
will be available at the farmers' level — no less
than four years will be needed for that to happen —
farmers will be spared of the pesticide cost.

Past experiences with pioneering research
works by local scientists have not been very happy.
In most cases, lack of patronage or sponsorship —
both government and private — brought the scien-
tific breakthroughs to nowhere. The potential ben-
efits of such research work have remained unre-
alised. Its negative impacts both on the scientists
and their research activities have been incalcula-
ble. Scientists lose their motivation and leave the
country out of frustration. -

- We now want to see a sea-change in this situa-
tion. Local research must be encouraged and have
]I){]actlcal application for understandable reasons.

e techniques and appliances developed locally
are more likely to be cﬂeaper compared to the im-

rted ones and also suitable for our local condi-

ns. Moreover, a culture of innovation is neces-

;Bfry for a nation's confidence in its creative abil-
y.
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How was the By-elections in the Northern District

by Morshed Ali Khan, back from Rangpur

e —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
The writer, our Staff Corespondent, who was in Rangpur on the polling day, September 5, visited several
polling centres of Rangpur-2.5 and 6 constituencies. He observed the polling arrangements and the
polling, often marked by violences. talked to officials and candidates as well as voters. The following are

O N the day of the by-elec
tions  the t of the
front jxwges of the local
newspapers in the northern
district ol Ran gpur was rather
painful Photos of the eight

| «ead passenger:s of a tragic bus

accident that had occurred
early morning «f the previous
day marred th= expected

| dominance of the all-important

by elections in the Iangpur 2. 5
and 6 constitueicies. Those
scals were vacated by the.JP
leader H M Ersh.u! who had
won from there uite
convincingly in 1991 and also
in June 12 general elections

this year
e victory of JP in the two
previous elections from the
constituencies of Rang
pur. and its loss of two cteats to
AL in the by-elections L-r sbably
i sup-

some time but it also inc'y-ates
that the JP and AL especially at

| the central level, are grachoally

reaching a greater underst a.nd
ing in their aliance Prior to
the by elections. speculatiois
were rife in Dhaka that JP wns
ready Lo give u‘% a seal to AL In
this district The idea was. &3
conceived by some JFP front-lir:
ers, that the area would be
blessed with a minister, may I
be from another party

In the Rangpur-5 con-
stituency. better known as
Mithapukur. eight candidates
inciuding five independents,
participeted in the race. The JP
candidate. Shah Alam. a
wholesal=r and manufacturer
having more than
12,000 ajfents in the district
was the hot favourite in the
predominantly JF area but lost
to AL nominee, a former CSP
officer., H N Ashikur Rahman,
by 6,192 votes

The BNF candidate, Khan
dakar Golam Mostafa (Batul),
along with [ve independent
candidates, had his deposit ol
five thousand Take forfeited as
he failed to secure one-eighth of
the total votes cast.

The results clearly indicate

that the race in the Jpur-5
constituency was fought be
tween JP and AL At the field

level there was no sign of an
understanding.’ $hah Alam, at
around 3 pm on the polling day,
severely criticised his opponent
with allegations ol 'unleashing
terror and preventing his sup-
porters from voung ' "The police

stood by silently when vote
rigging continuea. alleged
Shah Alam while talking to a
group ol reporte*rs near
Laldighi, on the Rangpur-

Dhaka highway. "If | still win
Irom this seat | must say God
has helped me.” he said.

The constituency with its
2.28 834 voters and 96 polling

centres was visibly divided into
e ———— R —

his eyewitness accounts.

two parts. The polling centres
situated on the 10 km stretch of
the brick-laid road, on the
western side of the Rangpur-Bo-
ra highway. Ileading upto
aridpur Union, the village
home of Ashikur Rahman
probably drew more votes for
AL than anywhere else in the
constituency Whereas, areas on
the eastern side of the same
highway 'belonged'
Alam, the influential local bidi
busindssman
At Taragan] Govt Primary
Schoeol centre, on the eastern
side of the highway voters
particularly women. first ar-
rived to be welcomed by party
agents in their crowded camps
each equipped with a voters
list. The voters after obtaining

to Shah -

their serial number. jotted on a
tiny piece of paper. proceeded
towards the centre. Inside the
centre. polling officials first
checked the number with their
voters' list while the three fe-
male AL JP and BNP polling
agents watched from the corner
In some cases, the polling offi-
cials asked the voters their
name and their father's name
The JP agent, Siddika, told this
cnrrt!.!)ondcm that they knew
every lemale voter in the area
and "ther¢ was no way that
forged votes could be cast " Out-
side the centre. BDR. police and
Ansar personnel kept vigil

But things were not as peace
fu] at the Imatpur centre on the

brick laid road. At about 11:30

am lew hundred people gathered

¥ ;—if.ﬂ’" 4 t.

on the road and a self-pro-
claimed JP polling agent Babor
Ali toid this corespondent that
the centre had been taken over
by AL activists who also beat
him up "In the melee my lungi
got loose and | somehow es-
caped the attack.” Babor said.
Inside the centre a smil Pre-
siding Officer Fakrul mﬁ!iam.
conifirmed the occurrence of the
incident and said that voting
was temporarily suspended as
they had run out of ballot pa-
pers. He said that he could not
decide whether to stop pollin

or confinue None of the BDR,
police or Ansar personnel pre-
serit there had anw communica-
tioni device to inform higher of-
ficials A BDR Havildar Sebm.
in-charge ol his platoon said
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cast votes

A smiling Presiding Oflicer Fakrul islam of the Imadpur centre

which was later shut dovn.

#

that when the incident took
place he sought permission
from the Presiding Officer to in-
tervene but was told to keep
quiet Although voting contin-
wed at the centre till the end of
the day. but the results were
withheld by the Returning Offi-
cer when reports of ri y
reached the district he
ters in the evening

At Rahmatpur Primary High
>Cchool Centre on the same
road a wvillage fair with
makeshift s was underway
in fromt of the centre. Inside.
there was no sign of any polling
agents other than those of AL.
One person who claimed to rep-
resenit JP failed to show his [D
card as an agent. Ashikur Rah-
man. preserit on the spot told
this corr dent that he was
hopeful that hundred per cent
votes in the area would be cast
for boat — his party syrobol. At
about 12 noon. some 1,100 votes
out of 2. 800 had been cast in the
centre  Morichon. a female
voter standing in the queue to
vote said that she had never
voted before in such a good situ-
atlon What was vwvisibly re-
was the lack of
training of the polling officials
Some [orgot to wuwse indelible
ink, others did not verify the
names of the prospective voters
while in many cases voters were
alowed to cast their votes on
the same table where the offi
cials were sitting S

At Jamalpur Farida Begum
High School centre. on the same
road. the Presiding Officer. Be-,
lal Hossain, said that by 12 30
pm some 2.200 out of 2.915
votes in the centre had been
cast. Inside the centre. the
headmaster of the school. 1100

quar-
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Shah Alam, the JP candidate from Rangpur-5 talking to

reporters at around 3 pm on September 5.

 Deve Gowda Completes 100 Days

RIME Ministers of India
Phavf. followed different
ways to reach editors and
senior journalists. Jawaharlal

Nehru would hold every imonth .

at Delhi a press conference. to
which they were invited. He sel-
dom briefed them. singly or in a
group.- His press conferences
were awaited keenly becausie he
used them as a forum to make
policy statements. to the cha-
grin of rliament, which
wanted to told first.

His successor Lal Bahadur
Shastri held only one press
conference at Delhi and it
tumned out to be a disaster. He
switched over to calling a select
number of editors and journal-
ists and taking them into con-
ficence. At the briefings, Shas-
tri felt more at home and even
used them a sounding board.

For example, before his
meeting with General Mo-
hammed Ayub Khan, the Pak-
istan president. at Tashkent in
January 1966, he invited edi-
tors to his residence. He sought
their reaction to the vacation of
Haji Pir and Tithwal, the two

osls in Kashmir which India

ad wrested from Pakistan in
the 1965 war. They opposed the
suggestion. Still Shastri
handed back the posts to Pak-
istan in exchange for its under-
taking not to use force to settle
problems with India.

Indira Gandhi resumed the
Fractjce of holding press con-
erences at Delhi but stopped
them abruptly when she found
them unproductive. She re-
alised that the press said more
than she wanted to convey. She
reverted to face-to-face talks

After completing 100 devys in office —
tenacity to run the 13-p arty govern
many prime ministers, "' had not seen such a good

with editors and senior jour-
nalists. She stopped that too.
She became a prisoner of her
own prejudices and called such
journalists as were ‘committed’
from her point of view. What it
meant at that time was a clutch
of journalists who are at best
pseudo-communistd. Subse-
quently, she slammed the door
at most journalists because she
could not rely on them for pro-
jecting her authoritarian rule
and the extra-constitutional
power of her son, Sanjay
Gandhi.

Merarji Desai seldom talked
to journalists. He talked at
them. They had to seek an in-
terview. which was not easy to

Rajiv Gandhi would avoid a
press conference at Delhi. But
whenever he visited a state cap-
ital, he sought journalists and
talked to them. A callow is poli-

tics. he rnhahl%,r found press-
men in the capital formidable.

Whenever he invited editors
and senior journalists, it was
for the purpose of discussing a
articular problem. be that
unlj(ab or Assam. He was
flanked by a battery of officers
it such sittings.

V P Singh's regime was too
short to indicate any pattern.
HHe held a couple of press confer-
ences at Delhi. But he did not
take to the practice of calling
editers and senior journalists
and briefing them. Otherwise,
Fie was accessible to the press.

Narasimha Rao was enthu-
siastic about press conferences
at Delhi in the earlier part of
his five-year tenure. Later, he
g'ave them up and started call-
irig 60 to 70 of them to his house
over dinner or afternoon tea for
exi~hanging views. After the
dernolition of the Babri Masjid
in Jecember, 1991, he shun
journalists and invited only a
few 1o explain his side; for ex-
ample, the 1993 riots in Mum-
bai. C'nce issues like the bank

probably better if the restric-
tion was lirnited not to attribute
abservations to the prime min-
ister. '

I am not violating the code of
ethics when [ say that 1 found
the prime minister relaxed and
exuding confidence. He did not
seem to bother whether his gov-
ernment would last for five
more weeks, five months or five
years. He conveyed the point
that he was no pushover. At the
same time, he did not like to

BETWEEN THE LINES

m- ip Nayar writes from New Dell

scam or the hawala hit the
headlines, I'e kept journalists
at a distance.

Prime Minister Deve Gowda
has not held any press confer-
ence at Delhi so far. He, how-
ever, has started inviting se-
lected editors and senior jour-
nalists for answering ques-
tions. The other day, he called
half a dozen of them over
breakfast. I think he wougdd
have made a gooid copy because
of some acerbi¢ remarks he
made. But his press advisor said
the entire sessionl was off-the-
record. It would have been

throw his weight about. Still,
when needed, he wbuld have his
presence felt. He did-want not to
shirk responsibility or leok for
a scapegoat.

During the one-hour conver-
sation — Bihar chief minister
Laloo Prasad Yadav's telephone
call was the only one which was
put through — he did not dusk
any queslion. The way he reeled
out facts and figures on several
matters s sted that he was
very much there. It would be dif-
ficult to sell him anything

which was not legal or above
abroad.

- he has

mber 8 was the 100th day—!;ehmprm:edthatﬁehmtﬁctuﬂand
more or less smoothly. In the words of a minister, who has served
handling before."

ey
Hawvi worked as the Kar-
nataka chief minister and sit-

ting in the Lok Sabha as a back-
bencher, he knows the ropes of
administration as well as poli-
tics. He may not say much but it
would be a mistake to believe
that he does not know much.
Cynicism has, however. crept
into his remarks.

He is polite, patient and his
humility is striking. Undoubt-
edly, he is down-to-earth

politician, with no pretensions,
no air. But his critics say he has
no vision. His reply is that if he
could reach funds to the people
for whom they were meant, he
would have taken care of the fu-
ture. He is a determined man;
this is evident from the manner
he has learnt Hindi in less then
two months.

After completing 100 days in
office — September 8 was the
100th day — he has proved that
e tact and tenacity to
run the 13-party government
more or less smoothly. In the
words of a minister, who has
served many prime ministers,
"l had not seen such a good han-

dling before."
Deve Gowda may not have
set the Yaruna on fire but his

overnment has a budget which
1as sustained the liberalisation
programme, without upsetting
communists too much. He
showed his human side when he

' generoysly handled the feat-

into-death by Sunderial
Bahuguns. He agreed to re-as-

authorised to be there. was
found helping the election offi-
cials Belal ossain said that
e had personally askefl the
headmaster to ly'u:lp. When
asked whether he was aware
that the headmaster was not an
authorised son, Belal Hos-
;a.in replied in the affirmative.
ere, only one nt of
the JP m};"rcr zﬁqﬂg%ﬁm in
;:ﬂry}r] rt::-%:n_?l]- was found inside a
th. e AL poll agents
said that others hm:lnj%:ﬂ gone
out to have junch. Outside the
centre, many ple, when
asked whether they had woted,

showed their thumbs with ink
all around the bellies to answer
in the affirmative’ it was obvi-

ous that they were showing the
pad-ink stain used for thumb
impression — not the mark of
the indelible ink which is sup-

Ete)acd to be a straight line just
low the thumb nail.

At an intersection. towards
the hiE_]Wﬂ}r. the road was laden
with Iresh brickbats A group of

about fifty agitated youths told
this correspondent that AL and

JP sup ers were locked in a
clash at the Nankor High
School centre few hundred

vards away and the fight
spread when the JP supporters
were chased.

At Nankor Centre. at about |
pm. some 2 000 out of 3 889
votes had been cast About
three hundred people. some of
them armed with sticks and
bows and arrows stood on the
road hardly ten metres away
from the centre. No voters were
seenn at the time in the centre.

. The Presiding Officer. Gaziur

Rahman who was having his
lunch frem a tiffin carrier. told
this correspondent that an
armed group of abdut 100 people .
tried to take over the centre in
the early hours. as a conse
quence polling remained sus-
pended for over 15 minutes.
Outside the centre. then the
huge crowd started to chase an-
other group while the security
men and the Magistrate on duty
looked on.- When asked how
voters could come to vote when
such a chaotic situation was
prevailing just outside the cen-
tre. Pranab. the on-duty Magis-
trate. replied that this was hap-
pening outside his jurisdiction.
Nowhere on this remote 10-
km brick-laid road. having
more than 25 polling centres,
the BDR. palice. Ansar or the of-
ficials had access to any com-
munication device. Throughout

this visit unl'l\!‘ one convoy of
two army vehicles was seen
near the gpur-Dhaka high-

way heading towards Nankor.

This correspondent also
visited Pirgan] Govt High
School and Laldighi High

School under Rangpur 6, and
found smooth polling was going

OI1.

sess whether the Tehri Das

would be able to withstand the

iremmor in a seismic area —

some which his predeces-

sor did not do so. even after
a promise.

Senijor bureaucrats tell me
that they have the Prime Minis-
ter's instructions to give their
advige in,writing to their min-
isters. This may lesson, if not
stop, oral orders, which have
played havoc with the adminis-
tration and which have allowed
ministers to get away with ev-
erything. _

| wish Deve Gowda's visit to
Mumbai had been arranged dif-
ferdntly. Even if Shiv Sena
chief Bal Thackerey had ex-
pressed his desire to meet ‘the
prime minister, he should have
asked him to come to the Ra
Bhavan. The residence o
ﬂfrm‘;:hh Bachchan as a venue
of t meeting was not proper,
not because | Eﬂ\"l: any prejudice
against Bachchan but because
Deve  Gowda is after all the
prime minister of the country.
Enquiry about the health of

Bachchan's ailing father, Indi-
as
right but it should have been
confined to that.

great Hindi t. was all

What Deve Gowda does not

seem to realise is that the pe-
riod of vilification is yet to
come. He will be able to shrug
off snears, smears and the out-
right bias of his opponents. It

require all greatness thrust

upon them. Greatness was never
thrust upon more reluctant
should
was not even a candidate. But
then what does he do except to
plug away diligently?

than Deve Gowda. He

—
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'Neutral Media'

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the leiter of Md An-
warul Kabir of Dhaka published
on August 29, 1996 under the
heading 'Neutral Media'. In it he
countered the views of Natasha
Kamal which she ressed in
her letter on 8/8/96, blaming
The Daily Star for not main-
taining neutrality. [ want to in-
form Md Anwarul Kabir that
not only Natasha Kamal, a
gtat number of people share

e same feeling about this pa-
Fer. They all share this feeling
hat, The Daily Star was si
with the then opposition an
now is on the side of the present
ru party. Those who share
this opinion are all educated
people, as uneducated ones
won't be able to read this paper.

In the 29th August issue
there was an editorial, 'Let
Them Do Their Job'. | am refer-
ring to a few lines from it. "It
takes at least two to run a gov-
ernment, The nation l::nulcf be
rid of one of iis greatest obsta-

~cles to progress and devel

ment if the opposition decided
Mlﬁy its role as that prover-

er Majesty's loyal si-
tion and not as a pain in the
neck.” I would like to ask Md
Anwarul Kabir where were
these valuable advices from the
Editor, whom he is defending.

—
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when the then opposition boy-
cotted the liament and took
.o the street agitating for two
vears? Editorials at that time
supported those programmes
:and criticised the government.

On September 4, '96 another
editorial 'So Unbecoming’, from
t.he mighty pen of the Editor of

. 'The Daily Star was published. A

few lines from it are like this:
“The Jatiyatabadi Chhatradal
(JCD) gave a demonstration of
its militancy on Monday in the
icity's street. Its activists were

. protesting the arrest of JCD's

acting president Nasiruddin

Pintu.” In another place the edi-

torial said, "The JCD may have

had grievances a st the gov-

ernment but why attack and

damage private cars?” And in

another place the editorial
opined, "Let the political scores

'be settled politically — and not
in the street. We a ne to
put an end to the smashing of
private cars and the destruction
of public property without bat-

t an eye-lid.”

- The havoc which had been
wrought by the then opposition
political party in the last two
years in the regime of the past
government is still raw in
ple's memory. Countless vehi-
:l; had been smashed, pugig

_government property ha
"been destroyed wip t mercy,

whose scar is still’ visible.

Where was then the learned
editor with his condemning
words? He never 1ittered a word
of criticism of those activities.

50, would it be: wrong to say
that The Daily Star is not
maintaining neutrality? If this
attitude is not cadled partial, |
don't know what is,

Yet, 1 ccrtalnli; appreciate
publishing those letters which
are not in favour of it and hope
the trend will continue.

But it would hiave been much
better if nobody could find fault
with this paper, could question
about its neutrality.

Nur Jahan
1390, East Nasirabad

Chittagong.

— We feel honoured that our
readers are so concerned about
the objective and neutral stance
of this paper. We jnave, and will,

ahvays to uphuAdd the highest
norm of the profession. __ g
tor

Taxi services in

the city

Sir, In our city there is no
public taxi services. There are
some rent-e-car shop who

charge high fare. The most af-

fected are the foreigners. Step-
ping into the country they face a
problem which is not at all ac-

ceptable. Our Parjatan author-
ity are doing many thinﬁs but
they are yet to start a public tax
service at a fair price.

Kazi Nasim Ahmed
131/2, Malibagh 1st Lane
Dhaka-1217.

Street foods: How

safe?

Sir, Street foods are very
popular and common in our
country. Peopie are seen con-
suming contaminated, spoiled
and improperly cooked foods.
Most of the items are danger-
ously contaminated with en-
teric bacteria. viruses and para-
sites. Outbreaks of gastroin
testinal and other diseases are
associated with these food
items. Most of the strest foods
are exposed to street dust, flies,
contaminated containers and
water. Unhygienic practices are
followed while preparing,
serving and handing of leods_ [t
is very common that used plates
and glasses are repeatedly
washed in the same bucket ol
water. Many food ilems are
coloured with dangerous or

—

ganic chemicals. Packaging
materials used for packin
foods also pose a health hazard.
As foods are packed in newspa-
pers and plastic carrying bags,
there is the danger of lead
leaching out {rom the
newsprint and toxic colours
and other materials from the
plastic bags into the foods.
People should be further ed-

ucated to tmprove their per-

sonal. food and other hygienes.
Otherwise the prevalence of di-
arrhoea and other infectigus
diseases will not be reduced in

our country.

M J ir Alam

M Phil. Research Fellow, DU.
and

Mrs Khurshida
Lecturer, Rajuk L
Uttara, Dhaka-1230.
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"Scientist evolves new technique ....

Sir. | am strongly protesting
your news announcement on
the business page of Thursday's
Daily Star entitled. "Scientist,
evul' new technique to develop
disease-free jute plants’. The
whole press release is a thor
ough misrepresentation of
facts, although | have to admit
that it is not your faults since
the information was released at
an 11O pre=ss conference | was
present at the seminar where
this breakthrough was pre-
sented, What Dr Rafiqul Islam
has reported is not of enough
scientific merit to even justify
an international publication
The work is incomplete and
does not inee’ the standard
specifications required to make
such claims. Moreover | pointed
this out in the seminar on

Wednesday, Dr Rafiqul Islam
could not even properly answer
my queries when | questioned
the incompletion of his work.
The 1JO chief and other senior
representatives were present
when | made my queries in a
full house of scientists from
agricultural organisations. |
have sent a protest letter to the
executive director of 1JO. Not
only are Dr Rafiqul Islam's
claims a gross ex ration. but
that the work he has reported
had already been achieved and
published in our department at
the level of an M student
thesis

Zeba | Sera
A ssociate Wessor
Department of Bochemisiry

Univer sity of Dhaka




