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AMSTERDAM, Sept

dam's Arena ground,

Ajax a Monday morning hang-

over — big bald patches on the

pitch. reports Reuter.

Ajax moved to the new
51.000-seater Arena with its
ust
the
form that saw them erowned
ns for the third

retractable roof during A
but have struggled to fin

league champio
year in succession last season.

The ANP news agl:m:'}' on
J

Monday reported crowds o

ous Turner fans sang and
h her

danced their way throug
two-hour concert on Saturday,
leaving

the pitch without
by the corner flags and wﬂf?ﬂg

areas patched up with sand.
Barely a munth into the sea-
son and with onl

to recover

the end of September.
Quite apart from Ajax's

alarming loss of form, the Ams-
terdam club has been bedevilled

by problems with the playing
surface which, despite its com-
puter-controlled heating
air-flow m

and for alterin

bounce of the )

ax are currently a modest
in the First Division.

Bebeto bails

Flamengo out

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 10:
Striker Bebeto scored to earn
Flamengo a draw at home
against Corinthians at the
weekend in a match overshad-

nin

owed violence on the field,
reports ter.

The game was marred by a
seemi unending sequence
of crunc tackles, most of

which went unpunished by ref-
eree Antonio Pereira da Silva.

Flamengo were livid when
Corinthians defender Alexan-
dre Lopes was got away with a
yellow card for a horrendous
challenge from behind on
lightweight striker Savio, al-
ready suffering from an ankle
injury before the

They also ¢ aimed that
Lopes's ino should
have been sent for bringing

down Bebeto, when he had a
clear run on goal.

Flamengo were no angels,
however., and Corinthians
playmaker Souza was carried
off after flattened by Ar-

entine midfielder Alejandro
ancuso.

-Former Brazil international
Gerson said: "The violence in
Bra:llian football today is a

sgrace. The r:ferm just

Tﬁﬂﬂl’] viewers -u'ﬂ: able
to hear Flamengo coach Joel
Santana swearing at match of-

fictals during the game, thanks
to a mltru:ﬁone

near the Fla-
bench.

arcelinho Carioca ut
Corinthians in front witﬁ a
first half penalty but Bebeto
headed an equaliser in the sec-
ond half.

> There was more brutality
elsewhere with match statistics
showing 70 fouls during
Atletico Paranaense's 2-1 win
at home to Vasco da Gama in
another

Palmelru lead the first
stage of the championship,
from which the top eight qual-
ify for the artcr finals, by
four points after beating Santos
2-1 with goals by Colom in-
ternational Fr Rincon and
substitute Fernando Dinis.

Former national team goal-
keeper Taffarel had a miserable
afternoon as his Atletico Mine-
rioro team were on the wrong
end of a 5-0 defeat by Gremio.

Derby dent
Blackburn’s
pride

BLACKBURN, 10: Derbw
substitute Sean n ended
Blackburn hopes a first win

nfthtmn-hmhemumda
late winner in Monday ru?ht s
clash

English Premiership

here re s AFP.
The latest loss raises more

doubts over the lun'ivnj of

Blackburn

ford whose side 5 nﬂ- lnlt

four games and drawn once

since the start of the

which has alse seen ﬂm
ture of both Kenny Daiglish and
Alan Shearer.

Flynn came on for the
newly-promoted visitors after
69 minutes and he was on target
five minutes from time to

clinch a 2-]1 win.
Blackburn got off to the

worst possible start, with Derby
after just 48 seconds.
Jefl Kenma Tim Flowers.

Kenna was able to scrambile
back but could
Ly T

clear the ball and
Ron Willems was on hand to
home.

To their credit Blackbumm
fought back hard and 10 min-

utes later they drew level
thanks to a goal from Chris
Sutton who was his
first senior appearance the
SCason.

Sutton's goal should have

filled Blackburn full of confi-
dence but they still looked

'ma Asanovic rattled the
bar with a thu 25-yard
free-kick to e the 1994

10:;
Thousands of Tina Tumer fans
danced through the first live
pop concert at Ajax Amster-

iving

four :nccl-;:r
games played at the Arena, the
pitch has only a couple of weeks
before the pop fans
return with Michael Jackson
scheduled for two concerts at

and
t, has been
criticised for looking patchy
the natural

PARIS, Sept 10: France'$
former European champions
Marseille made an emotional
losing return to Bastia on Sun-
day. reports AFP.

They went down 2-0 to the
Corsicans at the Furiani Sta-
dium where 17 died when
a stand collapsed during a cu

iuibe four

tie between the two clubs four

Ago.

Bastia, who had had to fight
for permission to play Sunday's
game at their small ground,
part of which is still being ren-
ovated, clinched their win with
first-half efforts from Morav-
cik and Anton Drobnjak.

Although no tickets were
sold to Marseille fans, members
of the Marseille Supporters’
Club and relatives of the dead
laid a wreath at the grﬂund be-
fore the kick-off.

The victory moved Bastia up
the table and they joined six
clubs on 11 points from six
matches - three points behind
unbeaten pacesetters Paris St.
Germain.

Paris St Gernlain shared a 0-
0 draw in their eagerly-awaited
but dlsapgointing top-of-the-
table clash with Monaco on
Friday. Both sides squandered

chances.

Paris should have wrapped
up their fifth victory of the sea-
son in the second-half. But first
Patrice Loko and then Pana-
manian striker Dely Valdes
missed sitters.

Monaco nearly pocketed
maximum points five minutes
from time but international
French pgoalkeeper Bernard
Lama. who has yet to concede a
goal so far this season, made a
spectacular save from Thierry
Henry's clever-chip.

Bordeaux., the only other
side in the division with PSG
who have yet to lose, continued
their superb run by beating Nice
1-0 away-Johann Micoud scor-

mme all-important goal after

LEI'II. thrashed 5-1 by
Monaco a week ago. managed to
hold on to second place one
point adrift of PSG, when they
shared a drab goalless affair
with Cannes ile reignin
champions Auxerre recovere
after their 2-1 defeat at Metz to
beat visiting Caen 2-0.

Auxerre's goals. both early
in the first-half. came from
Moussa Saib and Lillian
Laslandes.

Nantes, champions just two
ﬁars ago, continued to struggle

ey went down to their fourth
defeat when were beaten 3-
1 at Le Havre.

. The matches between Lyon
and Montpellier, and Lille and
Guingamp, ended in 1-1 draws,
while Nancy crashed to Metz by

the only goal in the northeast-

ern :
In S , a rampant Real
Madrid breezed past Hercules

Alicante 3-0 in their first ap-

pearance of the season in front
of home fans at the Bernabeu
Stadium. Fabio Capello's men
sea]ed ﬂ'lEll' victory with a Pre-

drag Mijatovic goal and two
more from teenager Raul
Gonzelez.

Real's old rivals Barcelona
snatched a last %}asp 2-1 home
win in their Derby clash with
Espanyol. Watt:h:d by former
manager Johan Cruyff,
Barcelona came from beh to
clinch their win at the Nou
Camp stadium.

e visitors had gone clear
through Lardin midway
through the second-half but two

oals in the last six minutes
rom Brazilian Giovanni and
Argentine Pizzi gave Barcelona,
now under former England
manager Bobby Robson. maxi-

mum points.

Cruyff. sacked last season,
has vowed to watch all of

Barcelona's home matches. he
was among the sellout crowd,
but left just before Barca's late
winner.

Tenerife stayed top of the
Spanish league on goal differ-
ence thanks to a 1-0 away win

at Logrones - their goal co
from Juanele in the
minute.

Bayern Munich sta
top of the Bundesliga after Sat-
urday's narrow sgucak against
new %.' promote Arminaia
Bielefeld while rivals Dort-
mund and Stut t both kept
up the pressure with ﬂcturica

Bayern needed a 58th-
minute goal from Christian
Ziege to overcome Bielefeld at
the Olympic stadium and pre-
serve a one-point lead over de-
fending champions Dortmund.

Dortmun also edged
through 1-0 at Hansa Rostock
Brazilian defender Julio Cesar
scoring their late winner,

Stuttgart made it four wins
out of four after scoring a 4-0
win over Cologne.

In the Netherlands Dutch
champions Ajax continued
their poor start to the season by
slumping to a 2-0 defeat at un-
fashionable Nijmegen. They are
now entrenched in mid-table
after five matches.

Loius van Gall's injury-hit
side, who face French title
holders Auxerre on Wednesday
in their opening Champions’
League match of the season,
were missing six regulars.

They crashed to goals from
Maurice Graf and Anton
Janssen,

Ajax, who have scored just
two goals so far in the new cam-
paign, are already eight lnts
adrift of bitter rhra]u andﬁw
leaders PSV Eindhoven. FS‘U
crushed Breda 5-0 to maintain
their 100 per cent start. F
noord are in second place
beating Willem II Tilburg 4-1.

13t

ed on

Sport
The Euro soccer scene

- o

A de_:ected Valencia's Brﬂzlllan star stnker Rumarm ap-eaka

to the press, on Sept 9 aﬂ:er cnach LUIE Aragnnes declded

to leave him on the bench during a UEFA match against Bayern Munich.

— AFP/UNB photo

jected the idea, Ch

TOKYO, Sept 10

(AFP): South Ko-
rea's pleas for a
regional football
tournament have
been snubbed by
Japan as rivalry
between the co-hosts of the 2002
World Cup comes back to the
surface. But Dr Chung Mong-
Joon, head of the South Korean
Football Association, said here
Monday he ho there would
be a change of heart from the
Japanese and the tournament
would start next year.
Seven nations have been in-
vited to compete in a northeast
Asian Club tournament., run
along the lines of the European
Champions Cup. Only Japan re-
said.

"1 have discu this idea
with mimnt football uﬂ'lt:lnh

bfpm the

and ﬂﬂuai‘l}r a]lnciFth
cxpruacd their strong uupporl

Chunﬁ
ope .Japan will also em-
brace this idea and the tourna-
ment will start next year.”
Chung. a vice president of
the international football fed-
eration (FIFA), invited Japan.
South Korea. North Korea,
China, Russia, Taiwan and
Hong Kong to take part in the

Japan turns back

club championship.

In a meeting with Chung, his

Japanese counterpart Ken Na.
ganuma was reluctant to bac
the tournament, citing doubts
about its economic feasibility
and the "busy schedule” off of
Japan's professional J-League,

CHUNG MONG JOON

But, Naganuma also asked
Chung to support a bid by J-
League chairman Saburo
Kawabuchi to become a member
of the FIFA executive board
which has added one more seat
for the Asian Football Confed-
eration.

on ROK

“If Japan shows its commit-
ment to this idea (of the north-
east Asian Championship), I
have no objections to su .

ing Kawabuchi in the FIFA",
Chung said.

He acknowledged that
Kawabuchi was a " deter-

mined candidate."

Japan and South Korea have
a ]ung history of antagonism
towards each other and fought a
bitter campaign to host the
2002 World Cup until FIFA
forced them to jointly stage the
event,

Japan has also criticised
South Korea's suggestion that
North Korea be allowed to share
some of the World Cup matches.

North Korea. which failed in
its bid to have a slice of the 1988
Seoul Olympics, has so far dis-
tanced itself from the idea.

1 heliews wetrmist be.

_ patient. .
Eventually, North Korea will

respond positively sooner or
later.” Chung said.

"There are six years until
Kick-off and many things can
happen during the period. | be-
lieve this would be a real eco-
nomic incentive for the gradual
opening of North Korea.”

Chung was in Tokyo for the
75th anniversary of the Japa-
nese Football Association.

Romario goes
thru' the roof

VALENCIA, Sept 10: Brazil-
ian World Cup striker Romario
threatened to leave Valencia on
Monday after being left out of
the squad for Tuesday's vital
UEFA Cup clash with holders
Bayern Munich, reports Reuter.

;m ann . I've come here
to play," Romario, suggest-
ing that he could not stay at the
club with coach Luis ones,
"The said the same. it's
either him or me.”

Romario said nes had
complained of his attitude to-
wa.nfs tr and that he had
been info of the decision
after Monday morning's prac-
tice session.

T've ver trained like 1 am
now, a: im 30 so it's clear |
can't do . aith the same inten-

sity as 20-vear-gld,” said Ro-
mario. who signed from Fla-
mnﬁﬂ in the close season.

The Spanish press has re-
cently printed p hs of

utnﬁra
training runs in Ro-
mario was left someway behind

‘ Hhefrest of the ¥aleneta players.

Last year's unners-up. Va-
lencia. lost the . pening game of
the season 3-2 after squander-
ing a two goal lead. and sl
to the bottom of the First Divi-
sion after also losing their sec-
ond game.

e club's pre-season was
marred by ighly visible
clashes between Aragones and
club president Francisco Roig.

|.=4.l‘l‘|ﬂ'

Leeds sack Wilkinson

LEEDS, and,
Sept 10: 5 ma-
nager Howard Wil-
kinson was fired
Monday, two days
after the Premier
Learue club's 4-0 loss to
Manchester united, reports AP.
Wilkinson took over at Leeds
in 1988, the club to the
Second sion title in 1990
and the First Division champd—
onship in 1992 in a thrilling ti-

- tle race against Hnm:hcat:r

United.

But Leeds has since
then, and Wilkinson has come
under fire— after the
team's r in a 3-0
Inss to Aston "u'illa in the League

final last season.
s currently lie mid-table

with seven points from five

"l decided after Saturday's
ame with Manchester United

at a of direction had
to be made at management
level," Leeds chairman Bill
Fotherby said.

caime as a surprise.
"l am very d.laaﬂpomted and
obviously very shocked,” he
said. "My immediate reaction is
that | have left a club which has
made excellent progress over
recent years...] don't see how
Saturday's result had an
:lc;do with what happened to-
y.’
Wilkinson blamied some of
the team's fans for precipitating

Wilkinson- said. .the firing

his firing

"Of late: a small section of
our supporters have focused
their diaa%;jamval. disappoint-
ment and on me and I
think that started to have an ef-
fect on the players." he said.

Yc;ut];d cuaclgﬂllsaul Hart was
appointed caretaker manager at
the club.

Former Arsenal managers
George Graham and Bruce Rioch
and former Liverpool boss
Kenny Itzlélgljslwra cunaid:i':red

candidates to ace
Wilkifison. g

Wilkinson is the second
high-profile” manager to lose
his job in the past week. Ray
Wilkins was forced out last

week at Queens Park Rangers.

Indonesia in
Tiger Cup

semis

s SINGAPQRE, Sept LO: Five
first-half goals. including two
from striker Peri Sandria, saw
Indonesia become the first na-
tion to qualify for the semi-fi-
nals of the inaugural Tiger Cup,
reports AFP.

Sandria's goals, in the 21st
and 27th minutes, pushed the
Indonesians to a 6-1 win over
Burma and gave the young for-
warcd the man-of-the-match

award,

The pressure on Wilkinson,
the t:urn:nt chairman of the
League Managers' Assoclation,
increased this summer when
media group Caspian took over
the Elland Road club.

Wilkinson, who had already
signed I's lJan Rush on a
ﬁ::h transfer, was then given
C to spend on his squad.

He signed England Under-21
midfielder Lee Bowyer from
First Division Charlton for 3.5
million pounds (5.25 million
dollars), Crystal Palacee goal-
k Nigel Martyn for 2.25
million (3.5 million dollars)
and Manchester United winger
Lee S for 4.5 million {(6.75
million dollars).

But Scotland captain G
McAllister rocked the clu
when he decided to move to
Cnventrir for 3 million (4.5 mil-
lion dollars) just months after
Weilsh international Gary Speed
see sold to Everton for 3.5 mil-
lion (5.25 million dollars).

Wﬂkinaunu cause was not

persistent injury

ﬂu.- clab of Gha-

nian fiternational Tony
Yebuah for the start of the sea-

Wllk:lnsun also angered the
fans with his handling of
record signing Tomas Brolin
signed from Parma for 4.5 mil-
lion (6.75 million dollars) in
1995. The Swedish interna-
tional moved to Swiss club FC
Zurich on loan at the start of
this season.

nger kid on the block

NEW YORK.,
10 (Reuter): anrn
ly-year-old Tiger
Woods u lo-
nably the test
new golfer Lo come
along in years, is on track to
become the next superstar of
sports marketing as well,
experis say

His professional career less
than one month old. Woods is
seen laking away as much as
150 million dollars over the
next five years. and eventually

rivalli the biggest money
nj'lll bllkﬂlr}all sU per

star Michael Jordan

Woods, who won an unprece
dented third consecutive US
amateur championship this
summer. already has contracts
worth 60 million dollars
which includes a five year deal
with Nike Corp for 5 million
dollars a year

But that Is clearly just the
beginning

"Although golf Is a much
smaller game then basketball '
says Roberto Muller, president
of the Muller Sporis Group, a
New York sporis marketing
Company that represents Magic

| A child carries a soccer hl“ llupod kite during- an

international festival in the northern French pert city of

Dieppe on Sept 8

—AFP/UNB photo

| African-American

Johnson Tiger can be as big as
Michael Jordan as a sports
celebrity figure

He has that great amateur
record. He's cool. He's got a great
smile. And he plays golf like he
enjoys it and like Andre Agasasi
used to play tennis. All that
makes him a marketing star
The big national brands 'ilke lo
pla{vw'.lth the big stars ”

oods already has proven

his "star” power — attracting
record crowds to the amateur
championship in Oregon in
July and helping it draw a far
bigger television audience than
the one watching the PGA tour
cvent television at the same
Wine. .

The former star of the Stan-
lord Universily golf team also
allracted enormous crowds at
the Milwaukee Open last month
whern he played his first tour-
namen! as a professional

While he did not seriously
thallenge for the title in that
event, Woods still garnered the
biggest galleries of the week,
wilth crowds six-deep lining ev-
ery hole he played

And he did not disappoint
his gmmr]g legions of fans. He
consistently hit the ball farther
than an nnc else — even the
famous long- hnung John Daly
— and he cap ro- r.ithul
with a hole ln t:.-nr on ‘E

In addition. the nﬂvtit nl’ E
man of colour — his father is
and his
mother is Thai — participating
in the almost totally white
world of professional golf adds

| to his marketing appeal.

The daughter ol a golf pro-
Ross believes that the young
golfer has the quiet, confident
charisma that will allow him to

cross over to other fields unre-
lated to goll as a celebrity en-
dorser

However, some see rs
greal monetary potential as a
possible trap that could hurt his
credibility

"He has to be concerned that
he doesn’'t overcommit and
overexpose himself,” noted Jeff
Klein. a partner in the New
York law firm of Weil, Gotshal

and Manges

The agent for former base-

| ball star Dave Winfield, Klein
' said. "At this s

. with the
Nike contract in hand. | cant
imagine that money is a big fac-
tor
In Tiger Woods' case. Klein
rontinued, "The special ele-
ments are his spirit. his drive.
his earnestness. which are
artly due to the limited access
¢ has given of himself to en-
dorsements

rguson the last flagship

PARIS. Sept
Manchester Unl

Lolster=d by a
battery of over-
seas stars. are
aiming to end a
1 2-year English title drought
when they begin their European
Champions’ ague campaign
away (o Juventus on Wednesday
night. reports AFP.

Liverpool were the last En-
glish club to triumph in what
was then the European Cup —
back in 1984

Manchester United manager

Alex Ferguson, his squad
strengthened by the arrival of
Dutchman Dordi Cruyfl, Czech

ace Karel Poborsky and Nor-
wegian duo Ole-Gunnar Solsk-
jar and Ronny Johnsen. is con-
fident he can bring an end to the
years on failure by English
sides who were once the
dominant lorce in the competi-
ton, triumphing eight times in
|6 years
United have not won Eu-
rope s premiter club competition
since 1968 and the heyday of
Bobby Charlton and George
Best but they recorded an im-
ressive 4.0 win over Leeds
Inited at the weekend and their
attack will be led by the bril-
liant Frenchman Eric Cantona.
“You can't be better in Eng-
land than to win the doubie, but
we are looking forward to the
extra challenge of Europe.” said
Ferguson, whose squad failed to
last the pac: in the Champions’

Ltagur

ted's lnmnl assignment,
Lthou could not hardly be
tou rr away to the defending
champions.

Juventus. though, warmed
up for the visit of the Red Devils
with a disappointing 1-1 Ital-
ian Leagiie draw at

The Turin side were left to
rue the of strikers Gi-
anluca Viall and Fabrizio
Ravenelli to England's Pre-
miership as their ts
Christian Vieri and Alen Bok-
sic squandered a series of sec-
ond half chances.

United are concerned about
central defender Gary Pallister,
who is struggling to recover
from a twisted knee in time to
pla; in Turin.

erguson sees Palliste as the
man to counter the aerial threat
posed by Boksic and Vier!.

Pallister Is worth waiting
for.” Ferguson said. "He's an
important player, particularly
with the height they' ?Eeso(
fromt Hlnrhe-ttr Unit lng
Juventus are in Group C of the
16 tearmm Cham 8 League,
alongside Fe che of T*uﬁkq

and Rapid Vienna.

European Cup Winners' Cup
runner-up last year. Rapid Vi-
enna are unfortunate to find
themselves in such a tough
group, but to have the consola-
tion of opening up at home to
Fenerbache, whose best Euro-
pean performance was a quar
terfinal aPpearancr in the Cup
Winners C YEears ago.

The Tur s wﬂl be without
suspended Bulgarian interna-
tional Emil Kostadinov.

Group A comprises depleted
ax Am-
rance,

four-time champions
sterdam. Auxerre of

ALEX FERGUSON

Grasshoppers Zurich and Glas-
gow Rangers. Group B consists
of Borrussia ortmund,
Atletico Madrid, Widezew Lodz
and Steau Bucharest and
D features AC Mfan, [T
Rosenborg Trondheim and IFK
G{ﬂ_llﬂnhl.ll'!

Auxerre coach Guy Roux.
whose team won the French ti-
I:k for the first time last year

beating Ajax in
th: UEFA Cup three years ago
"Now wr cun be sure they

take us seriously,” he said of
W 's match.

Roux, who prides himself on
Auxerre's passing game, has
promoted Algerian interna-
tional Moussa Saib to play-
maker in place of Corentin
Martins who left for Spain's

va Cruna in July.

Australian Ned Zelic, a
summer signing from Eingracht
Fr-nfurt replaces sweeper
Laurent Hllnr: who left [or
Barcelona.

Roux has yet to decide who
will replace captain Frank Sil-
vesire whose shoulder opera-
tion will keep him out until
November [lvestre missed
only one game last season when

he was suspended for the Cup
final

Saib says Auxerre take a new
attitude into their campaign.

"We've stopped thinking of
ourselves as a little club. We can
hold our own against the big
teams,”’ said the Algerian who
has already scored three goals
this scason half his total Irom
last year.

Roux says Ajax will be able
to nut aside their indifferent
start to the Dutch league —
which has included losses to
minnows Heernveen and Ni-
Jinegen.

"Playing in your own league
and Europe is nol the same ket
tle of fish.

Ajax are a greal side and
their Coach Louis van Gaal
knows how to get the best out of
his side,” Roux said.

Roux sald a lot would depend
on Marc Overmars. the Ajax left
winner who has just returned
from injury.

"‘But they have a lot of at-
tacking potential and we will
have lo concentrale the whale
90 minutes.” he said.

Grassho p-rrlii Zurich man-

ager Erich . whose squad
host Glasﬂnw ngers in their
opener. Is less convinced of

Ajax's ability to overcome the
loss of Finidi George, Nwanko
Kanu. Sonny Silooy. Edgar
Navids and Michael Reiziger

"Rangers are the group
favourites from what [ have
seen. Vogel said.

“We know they will have typ
ical Scottish ﬂFhu" g spirit and
have World-class players in
Paul Gascoignie and Brian Lau-
droup that's why | rate them
favourites in the group.

"l think Ajax are not
!Imnﬂ as they used to be.”

ers are certainly a team
in m rom after winning their
last r:inht matches. while
Grnnshnpﬁcrs have failed to
score in their last two outings
despite the presence in their
team of talented Kubilay Turk-
ilmaz.

Rangers falled: to win a
match in the champions league
last season. altho manager
Walter Smith says his team I8
"stronger overall lhan we were
last year and better ﬂ:mpnrnd."

Logic. nonetheless, sa
Ajax are the team to beal in t
grour. even though they i ke
wit hout suspended stars Danny
Blind, Richard Witschge and
Nordin Wooter and injured duo
Patrick Kluivert and Peter
Hoekstra at Auxerre

The Dutch masters won the
European Cup in 1995 were
heaten in last scason's final by

S0

Juventus and are known for
their prodigious sirength in
depth.

Italian champions AC Milan
came from behind to defeat
Verona 4-1 at the weekend, a
victory that featured a memo-
rable goal from Liberian striker
George Weah. They are expected
to be the dominant force in
Group D and their form is bad
news for Porto, who visit Milan
on Wednesday with a squad that
includes players from eight dif-
ferent countries.

The Italians will, however,
be without suspended stars
Alessandro Costacurta and
Frenchman Christophe
Dugarry.

Gothenburg, two-time win-
ners of the UEFA Cup, loom as
definite dangers should five
time winners AC Milan or 1987
titlists Porto Falter, while
Rosenborg have never made it
to the last eight in 15 previous
European campaigns.

Spanish champions Atletico
Madrid suffered a shock 3-1
loss to Compostela at the week-
end and will face Steaua
Hucharest with some t.rrﬁidm
tion in Group B, although the
teamn from the Romanian capi-
tal are without suspended
striker Sabin llie.

Borussia Dortmund. German
champion for the past two
years and at home to the Poles
of Lodz on Wednesday. will be
looking to improve on their
performance of last year, when
Hmrl lost to Ajax in the quarter-

nals.

With a squad that includes
experienced internationals in
Matthias Sammer (who will
miss Wednesday's match thro-
ugh lnjurgl Jergen Kholer and
Stefan Reuter, along with
Portuguesze ace Paulo Sousa.
they and Atletico are the fa-
vourites to advance from the

group.

FIFA hailed

WASHINGTON, Sept 10: US
Labour Secretary Robert Reich
praised world soccer's govern-
ing body on Monday for acting
to outlaw soccer balls made by
child labour, and endorsed
spreading a ban to the whole

puﬂ.lnl goods indusiry, reports

“In fact, some 80 per cent of
soccer balls sold in America are
yroduced by child labour in
i’nhlntnn", he told a conierence
on child labour. "This has to

stop.”




