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The Gujral visit has breat.hed tresh air into the
suttocated Indo-Bangla relations. The prospect of
good neighbourly relations with India came to a
blossom for all in Bangladesh to see and savour,
regardless of political affiliatioins. Besides setting
the water sharing issue on a time*-bound course for
resolution before the onset of the next dry season,
the testimony to India's new neig.hbwourly thinking
was palpably borne by two remari<s that Gujral
made in Dhaka.

In a confidence-building gesture tinged with

issue would only be discussed if liidesh wanted
it. Furthermore, he assured the opp osition leader
Begum Khaleda Zia of India's avowed policy to seek
strengthening of relations on counti’y-to-country
and government-to-government levels and not on

a partisan basis.

We would not like the new thinking in India to
be confused with the forward-looking neigh-
bourliness displayed in fits and starts towards us
by the short-lived non-Conggess govern mnts of
Morarji Desai and VP Singh. The 15-peiriy ULF
coalition government in India may be fled,7ling on
the surface but it has the inner strength of 1 uinning
the foreign affairs by a strong. broad-spectrnim col-
lective political will. And what is even more to the
point is the express will of all political par ties in
India including the opposition BJP to see Indo-
Bangla relations back on an even keel. The mood
in the top Indian leadership, as conveyed by I .xter-
nal Affairs Minister | K Gujral and the distin-
guished members of the delegation he ledd to
Bangladesh, is not merely for normalisation but
also for a new texture of relationship based on eq-
uity and friendship. West Bengal Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu's cooperation will be key to resolvi ng
the water-sharing issue at the Farakka poir:t,
which constitutes the centre-piece of the endeavouir

for betterment of ties. By an appropriate associa -
tion of thought, three parliamentarians from West

Bengal were included in the delegation.

Time has come for Bangladesh to review its rela-
tionship with India. Now that the prospect for a
breakthrough in terms of a rapprmﬂ‘lemtnt with
her is clearly visible, let's build on it and usher in a
new era of productive neighbourliness.

Heading JS Committees

By the time this leader is published, the 12-
member parliamentary standing committee on the
Rules of Procedure of the Jatiya Sangsad may have
reached a decision on a proposed amendment to a
- rule allowing MPs to head different parliamentary
committees. The three-member sub-committee
charged with preparing the draft of an amendment
to the existing rule 247, has proposed not only for
MPs heading the JS standing committees but also
for an increase in the number of members from 10
to 12 for each one of them.

The move has been in the right direction. We
hold the view that the parliamentary committees
should work as the nerve-centre of all the JS activ-
ities. By allowing MPs from both the treasury and
opposition benches to work together in a standing
committee on all the ministries. we ensure not
only the cooperation between the ruling party and
the opposition but also the transparency and ac-
‘countability of governance. We hope we are making
a sure stride in getting the system to werk.

Now let us raise a few pertinent points. The in-
crease in the number of members of parliamentary
committees is aimed at enriching decisions on dif-
ferent issues through inputs from two additional
MPs. No less, if not more, important is the inclu-
sion of MPs with proven ability, expert knowledge
of the relevant ministerial affairs, fairness and in-
tegrity of character in the committees. We want to
see that the parliamentary committees function as
impartial bodies. National interests should be
their prime concern.

To make them function dccordingly, the prime
minister's earlier assurances of offering the
chairmanship of some parliamentary committees
to the opposition must be kept. In this connection
we reiterate that MPs from the opposition should
be elected chairmen of a few most important par-
liamentary committees — public accounts commit-
tee, to name just one.

Stop the Trend .

A young man's reported confession that he was
under instructions from his 'boss' to be in Sylhet to
make an attempt on the life of Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury has been shocking — too shock-
ing to be sufficiently expressed our condemnation.
Satirical and caustic remarks about Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina's life from a few politician once
again pointed to a political situation which is po-
tentially highly dangerous. The so-called attempts
on the lives of political opponents or even incitin;g
some one for the same, we are afraid, have the po-
tential to bring all that we have achieved so far to
an end.

Let it be clear that sinister moves such as these
may not only jeopardise the on-going democratic
process but also be highly costly for the entire na-
tion. Settling political scores in devious ways has
had tremendous negative impacts on every area of
the national development. The promoteérs of cap-
turing state power through unconstitutional
means will simply feel encouraged by this trend.

- We appeal for a political stock-taking in a sober
and objective manner. All the ' parties must rein in
their militant cadres before it is too late. The extra
militancy and the bellicose attitude manifest in
public speeches should be replaced by reason and

_ healthy politics. The choice is ours — whether we
build on what we have achieved or head for a disas-
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HE state of continuing

crisis requires serious

consideration by conce-
med citizens of varjous options
of governance on Chester
Bowles 8 theory that
‘Goverrunent is too big and im-
portant to be left to the peoliti-
cians.” The major problem fac-
ing the Bhutto regime among a
host of others being economic,
to raise reveriues to the satisfac-
tion of the IMF. Bernard Beren-
son's "Governments last as
as the under-taxed can def

themselves st the over-
taxed,” would be very appropri-
ale

The primary option must be
that the Bhutto regime even
though it has tainted its own
democratic credentials. com-
pletes {is full term For democ:
racy to become a permanent fix-
ture of this country s socio-eco
nomic culture, the Constitution
mandated terms of governance
must last the full period No
systemn of goverrunent is infal-
lible, yet all systems of gover-
nance have inherent potential

to function rﬂtctivtlf provided
internal and external forces do

not agtively conspire to sabo-
tage the process Most of Ms
Bhutto s problems, internal and
external. are self-created and
even tho she has also shown
remarkable propensity to com-
promise. she has shown an
equal enthusiasm for -con-
frontation. It is also doubtful
whether she has the ability or
the will to rein in the forces of
nepotism and corruption un-
leashed on this nation. Not that
governments before her were
saints descended from heaven,
the scions of the then might
and influential who now wal-
low in wealth did npt have their
largesse given to them by angels
but from their fathers skim-
ming ofl public funds, fluessed
into a fine art by members of
this regime.

Nepotism amd corruption
aside. the present Government
of Pakistan [GOP) is in serious
trouble with respect to the
economy, in particular a fallure
to control non-development ex-

nditure or recover nor-per-
orming advances by the na-

tionalised f{inancial sector. In
her defence, one must acknowl-

.App_ointm’eht of

URELY, il is regretiable
1o note that the resig-
nation of Frof.
Jtmajuddin Ahmed from the
Eﬂﬁt of Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka
| niversity, on 24th August,
11396, has raised political
cc ntroversies of different
i tudes. The fact remadns
thal he resigned on ground of
detc*riorating law and order sit-
uati?in almost beyond control
in th e university. at was his
perfo ' mance before as a VC is a
differ::nt issue, which should be
dealt separately by- concerned
quarte rs rather than minglin
it with party politics to side the
track ''‘nferno' in the 'varsity
area. Ttwe Govermnment has ac-
cepted | \is resignation and ap-
pointed Prof. Shahiduddin
Ahmed, Pro-VC, to hold the
charge of vice-chancellor tem-
ﬁoranhr. Il is learnt that he will
old the ch arge till the VC panel
is preparec which, 5uPpasediy
may not talie a month from the
date of his taking over charge
on 31st \st, 1996, .

It has conie {o the press that
VC may be elicted from the blue
panel' whiclh commands the
majority in .‘he senate. The
likely candidates are : Awami
League's Adviisory Committee
member and Dean of the Fac-
ultye.of Pharniacy Prof. A K
DUTA Presi-
dent Prof. AT Zahurul Haq
and Prof Mashih uzzaman. Act-
ing VC, Praf Shak.id has termed
his responsibilitir as of care-
taker type to hold zlection of VC
urider Dhaka Univversity Ordi-
nance, 1973. Accotnding to the
ordinance, senate will' elect
three candidates by’ secret bal-
lot; out of which the President
will select ene and a ppoint him.
It is now for the 'vaisity teach-
ers to bring back the glory of

Dhaka University as 'Cxford of

the East'. which. however, the
outgoing Viee-Chance'llor and
his colleagues could not ac-
complish so far.
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Budget
Sir, This has reference of an
article Written by Mr. Musiag
Ahmed, FCA in the Focus page
of your ‘paper on the 2nd
September titled "Briefl Corn-

men amd Reflections on Fi-
nance Bill '96-97," | have gone "
throu the article and found

some facts as discussed by the
writer. It reveals that the fol-
lowing vision in «details
missing from  the budget:

1) The budget should show
cléar disposal and downsizing
the state-owned enterprises and
its privatisation.

2} The development of in-
frastructure is vyery important
for any dewelopment activity of
a country. “

3) The foreign investment in

- energy and telecom cannot be

ignored.

4] The scheme of national
savi has not been clearly in-
dicated, and - :

5) The budget has ignored
taxing large agricultural in-
come etc., Including develop-
mient of co-operative societies

which is vital for our ‘country, -

Thereibre, we hope that the new
administration will fulfill its
comunitment.

So, we all should help the
govermument to materialise our
real and rational expectatiens-

without zny delay.

M Ali,
Rajshahi.
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" to conduct cur
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Six Options on Governance

= The
Indonesia. However,

edge that she seems to have
started a recovery process Jn

earnest, though s this
exercise at the outset by po-
litical overtones that of

vendetta. The flight eof capital
from the country's economy
does matter but not so much ff it
is plowed back to boilster the

as in Indonesia and
Malaysia. Pakistani commis-
sion agents have shown no
great  propensity to bring
monc¥ home, their penchant is
for is arr]}rdnaahcum and man-
sions a - anrﬂ.fu . fault
lires have deve npth}lrn the
body of every institution, the
only ones that have f t back
with some credible success
seems {o be the Army (alone
among the Armed Feorces} and
uurprininﬂz. the judiciary (in
this case. lor how long?). The
attempt to subvert their in-
tegrity or defame them contin
ues on a real-time basis. Bhut-
tos tendency to optyfor con-
frontation over compromise
was manifest in appointing her
much-vilified husbhand Asif
Lardari as Minister for [n-
vestment . Given the Sahdd's
talents on display in which he
has. despite his rathér humbie
educational credentials. created
his own sahibaan 1 e loyal fol
lowers (whom he really looks
after and who make up virtu-
ally a State within a State), why

should he not be a properly
anovinted Deputy Prime Minis-
ter? This way the remaining bit

ol ambiguity about his predom-
inant role in the PPP and Lhe
regiine will disappear and we
can call a spade a spade while
Murtgza Bhutto can maintain
the farce ol being a “pretender to
the Lthrone”, albeit a well paid
one

Benazir Bhutto Is a PR
dream as a polent political
cainpaigner bul a relative disas
ler as a competent adounistra
tor. she should stay with poli-
ticking and speech-making,
letting her sahib run the aflairs
of the State as so that things get
done up front in the same effec
tive manner as he manages

Education Minister ASHK
Sadeque gave a statement o
26th August. 1996, in the Par-
liament on the resignation of
Prol Emajuddin and listed the
Incidents of campus terrorism
during his tenure as VC. What
the Education Minister has
mentioned are known to all
particularly the students.
guardians and teachers, who ac-
tually suffer the agony We al-
ways axfrcsﬁed our indignation
to the tailure of DU adminis-
tration to maintain academic
freedam and serenity for our

£ * boys and girls at the varsity

prenuses, But, that does not

mean that at no ume the VC's
conscience did not prick to ask

the government to stop the vio-
lence. Education Minister has
said that. his resignation would
bring in good for the country.
Well, let us see.

On the other hand. the out-
going VC gave a letter to the

Speaker of the parliament to

expunge the statements of Edu-
cation* Minister, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
and Sheikh Fazlul Karim Se-
lim, MP froin the proceedings of
the parliament, as reported in
the press on 29th August, 1996,

‘We are not interested or compe-

tent to say 'who' has misquoted
‘whom'! Apparently, the outgo-
ing VC has conceded violence
while he could forge some de-
velopments! Anyway, it is for
the appropriate authority to
inquire into the matter in a

- lawful way and make the public

know the exaci situation. What

"was distuebing for us to note

was what the Education Minis-
ter asked the former VC when
he called on him. to make two

| transfers at the level of women

rovests; which not only vio-
ates DU Ordinance '73, but also
an instance of unwanted inter-
ference. Prof. Emajuddin con-
cluded that he, resigned, because
he was unable to play any effec-
tive role in the prevailing cir-

L R S,

- autonomous

. Sir, 1 do not think that by
turning BTV into an au-
tonomous body it will be able to
function neutrally and inde-
pendently. There are hundreds

of autonomous bodies in the
country, and these are not in a
position to function indepen-
dently. All the time these are
under acute interferemce of the
gfovernment.

Let us loock at our universi-
tics. All of our universities are
fully autonomous bodies and we
know how horribly these are
functioning. ‘Once BTV is turned

. into an autonomous body, all

the political parties %will simpl
tear apart this to establis
their clan and influence right
from top to bottom.

In fact under the government
contrel, in this country where
we need a caretaker government
onal elec-
_ ble to
establish a TV like, BBC. Au-
tonemous BTV wil ultimately
turmn into a chaotic body like the
university campuses. In
opinion TV channels are to

d to opevrate in the pri-

QAL Yorton Hhe nawapepes

as it is. a few more channels
sh::xebd immediately be allowed
in private sector.

M R R Khan
38. Naya Paltan, Dhaka- 1000

 till today. At present, C

- ferréd to thre developme

is not enti martial-law ' ' bei ' 1
w:rm:-n entirely free of origin 'democracies' being tolerated as in
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governance
on the scume equation as they do for ASEAN countries and the Middle East.

from behind the scenes. The re-

z:lulhthty and accountabtlity
reof which comes from
A st authority will

jze the existing anomalous uit—-
1iation where his wife is the po-

lithcal face of the ment
e runs quite effect - Given
that a wife-husband duo may
find this c as tolerant of

mipotism as the ASEAN coun-
tries, this [s perhaps the last
tiom Ms Bhutto can muster
her regime's survival Her

%?q us peint must remain
; ing achi of a major part
o

terrorism. a singular
ach ievement of cOunter-guer-
rill:v. urban warfare without
pariillel in any democratic his-
tory. She deserves full credit for

horses’ once

aecepting the facts of life.
this may be the next viable

ru&t:iunn. The powers-that-

t usually act as a catalyst
not And the ob-
awaz Sharif al-

;1 her Minister of Interior
ull control and then letting
this 1oniest. forthright man do
his duty without interference
She could perhaps use this non
interference model In other
spheres. Ms Benazir is right in
her assessment that pe are
out to gt rid of her Mian
Nawaz Sharif from the body
politic ot Pakistan but the mak-
ing of right assessments is no
substitut e for maki
reforms to her rule She vocif
erously preaches what she her
sell seldcan practices, this has
led to a s.*vere loss of credibility
and she s« hows no inclination to
go the cormpromise rqute In the
absence ol such an’ initiative,
one must conclude that her pe-
riod of governance may be IJ::t
couning to an end

In the event of failure of the
elected gorerninent, the second

option is the constitutional
route e hange thro the
elected Ascie . Some of her

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

the right .

ternative

more palatable.
The lmt?upﬂm would be if

the President of Pakistan
should decide that enough is

enough and national considera-

tions outweigh loyalty to the
PPP. It is no secret that Faroog
Leghari has grown into the job
and despite himself bec a
victilm of scam artists I
Younus Habib who led him up
the garden path In the land
L | that never was he has
conducted himself extremely
well His (inest decision must
certainly be the selection of the
present COAS but he needs 1o be
also commended for not
knuckli down to motivated
brow-beating and histrionics
over d the Chief Jus-
tice of the Su Court who
refuses to subrnit or be submis-
sive

President Farooq Leghari
cannot be oblivious of the (1)
impending economic doom. (2)
a rapid breakdown of institu-

by. Muham.mad‘Qumrul Islam

cumstances. We would prefer to
have an imp:rtial report, con-
ducted b*d.r an Enquiry Commit-
tee, headed by a justice of thg
Supreine Cour' |

Meanwhile. a section of in-
telligentsia ansd 'varsity teach-,
ers in their writings in the press
have imputed political colour’
to the resignations of VC. Proc-
tor and severi Provosts. The
have rather legitimately rai
the question . was there not ter-
rorism earlier, durirmg the
tenure of Prof. Emajuddin
Ahmed, much before his resig-
nation? Yes, it is reported that
22 students were lfjl;;]ed du{l'ng
the tenure of the outgoing VC.
Particular mention may be
made that during violence in
Dhaka University in August-
September. 1994, & non-party

student named Bulbul was bru- -

tally killed. This year when po-
lice let loose terror on the stu-
dents of Jagannatlh Hall, Prof
Emajuddin did not resign in
protest. In such circumstances,
when Prof Emajuddin is also
the convener of 'Zia Parishad'.
the other group of teachers will
naturally suspect 'sincerity of
purpose. in his resignation.
They may also find in #t an 'at-
tempt' to prove ineffectiveness
of the new government.

It is an irony of fate that ‘res-
ignation'. is construed differ-
ently in our country! Every-
where resignation’ is deerned as
legal and ethical weapon. exér-
cised by a person to protest the
prevailing disorder, trated
by an authority, to rouse the
consciousness of the colleagues.
government and people, alike.
Alas, it is yet to seen here!
However, we are to wait to see
how the 'varsify teachers tackle

‘the issue to ensure

It takes us back ta::'havt: a
lock at the situation prevailing

We want faith .

3ir., Mainuddin Kashem
Tareq.'son of M A Kashem,

- chatrman of Southeast Bank

and M Director of Mu-

tual Group of Companies, has

been since 14th '98.
It has been alleged that there
has a deep conspiracy behind
his fysteﬂuus missing. Par-
ents'of T have accused that
dead of Tareq was hidden
after- he was killed and his
friend was the main culprit of
this misdeed. A lot of questions
has been raised following tﬂ:
failure of Police administra-
tion's recovery of Tareq's body

ﬁli.D lice
hds taken charge to investigate

tthis case. .

Present government pre-
nt of law
and order situation and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina de-
clared with strong voice thgt
criminals must be punished.
Undoubtedly, it is quite an ini-
tiative. There is no to
express consolatien to the par-

ents of Tareq who first intro-

duced Internet in the country
and was g highly meritortous
student of North South Univer-
sity. :

I would like lo draw kind at-
tention to Home Minister and
the authorities concerned to
disclose the mystery so that
people do not loose lzlth on the
role of law enforcing agencies.

: m 1229.

" everybaody is

T set

to mass upsurge in 1990 and,

thereafter, the free and fair

election in 1991. The then Edu-

cation Minister of newly elected

BNP Government, Dr B Chowd-

hury, went to Chltla]g cam-
99

rua on 7th August, . Wwith
e objective to meéet the Vice-

hancellor Prof., Alamgir
Muhammad Sirajuddin, who
was held captive by Islami
Chhatra Shibir. But, nothing
fruitful ensued and on 31st De-
cember, 1991, Professor Alam-
gir was relieved from the re-
sponsibility of Vice-Chancel-
lor, by appointing one from
Zia Parishad'. It is reported
that virtually there was no
administration in the Chit-
tagong University during the
last four and a half years. Now,
at the inj-
tiative of the present Education
Minister as to how he intends to
right the dormant situation
in Chittagong University and
elsewhere. May we recall, at

. that time a Judicial Enquil

Committee was constituted.
who held enquiry into the

‘can then appoint caretaker

tions within the country and (3)
a series of disasters in our for-
eign considerations. As
Supreme he must
be aware of the restlessness
within his command, -

larly in the Army. at non-
ltupnl'mm::gam on in
every institution of this coun-

try. Bhutto may even now be
her defences on

the lines of the Ishag-Mian
Nawaz encounter in case of an
adverse Presidential move. One
her to try and neutralize

of the

180

that she does not have
overwhelming massive -uﬂ:m-t
of the ulace that Mian
Nawnaz had when taking
on Ishaq who was
disliked, in comparison the
likable Farooq Leghari has

built up ap reputa-
tion just the right
In the event that President

Leghari remains a party man in
utter exclusion of the destruc-

may have to leave along with
s i o e
n .

take place without Army
giving up on him. that would
against the evidence of the
spect they presently have
him. However. if this far-out
the sppropriate way to

things would be for the Chief
Justice of the Supreme
lake over as President and the
Chief Justice of the Provincial
High Courts to Lake over as Gov-
ernors ol the Provinces. the

in 19890
gl TR Sy
ermunent as an
to forestall a vacuum. In t
fourth option. the Chief Justices

§

governments of national and
rovincial consensus from
people who confirm

Court
tum

the Judges

by an degree and
=l e
SC . s tht:

e e ——

ensuing elertions

The fifth option would be to
have a caretaker government
under either of the two afore-
mentioned ions for 2 much
longer period than the man-
dated 90 days so as (o effect
meaningful reforms.
Moeen Quereshi caretaker solu-
tion pramised much but did lit-
tle in actual practice because of
the limited time, even the elec-
tion process was later discov-
ered to be flawed b being
weighted in favour of PPP by a

combination of hea handed
methods the ‘s 14
scats at the and a
sophisticated co teth sub-

of the IBM- . Mean-

ingful reforms in the country
must include (1} majority vote
to decide candidate in con-
stituency, (2Z) proportional rep-
mtaﬁ;:jmnrdﬂtnm:ur:
wWomen esern-
uﬁmmmemmwuwma
direct vote for all offices from’
the lowest tier to the President's
and 94] strong Local Bodies
hl;higﬁﬂrii?lmﬁﬂmm
a direct

mﬁmﬂﬁp httmn.

The post- war era is not
entigely free of martial-law
erated as in Indonesia. -
ever, autheritarian
in countries like P may

not be acceptable by the West on
the same equation as they do
for ASEAN countries and the
Middie East. The worst type of
democracy is better than the
most martial law but
having a martial law is better
than having no country at all.
This last-case scenario dam-
ages the credibility and effec-
tiveness of the ;

from its primary mission.

However, by drawing from a
vast reservoir of retired ex-ser-
vicemen and ex-bureaucrats to

will not be participants in the past the first option

- tration, teachers

VC, DU: People’s Expectation

above incidents of Chittagong that these terrorists are now ar-

University and made
valuable recommendations in
the interest of 'varsity adminis-

Unfortunately, those recom-
mendations were not imple-
mented by the then govern-

ment. The Enquiry Committee

ted out the uacies of had there been
d-p:n-wm-t-mcsum :

arsity Ordinance ‘73,
l;m 3!‘“ :Ie&tadfmh(:hmnel‘
r on frou panel )
absence mﬁ:hm !‘rg:éj tﬂ
university on various counts,

such as, longer period of sta
. abroad than scheduled. ltmﬂdy

[atat Grvermten persets the
presen -

above mﬂ“‘“ﬂ:‘““m for refer-
ence, before ap tment of
new Vice- of Dhaka
University.

[t is widely known that
about 26 thousand students of
Dhaka -University have been
held hostages in the hands of
about two hundred terrorists

for a long time. Neither the
‘varsity tion nor the
could free the -

eral students from this -
able state so far. It is imperative

some

students.

. versity be elected.

rested and 1 to trial, irre-

_?gecﬂﬂ: of 'party’ affiliations.
ey are mostly non-students

or students in name only. They

have no t to stay in

Universit all. any time, to
only the discipline. Such
situation would not have

in the traditional way of Dhaka
University. During last 15
years, elections were held only
thmlm —in '82, '89 and lastly in
We t ‘varsity teachers
will make determined efforts to
usher peace in the academic
arena — free from party politics
and in-fighting. Let the next
Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka Uni-
by unanim-
'iit;' rather than panel voting.
e hope that 'varsity teachers
will be able to resist party poli-
tics and uphoid the past glory of
Dhaka University. All citizens,
guardians and students have re-
spect for teachers; let it be up-
held. :
The writer is an advocate,
Supreme Court and economist.

- bic also gettin

L

TRIBUTE TO AN EDUCATIONIST

Lest We Forget Dr Ataul Hakim

R Ataul Hakim was born
in 1888 in a respectable
Muslim family of wvill-
Patiya

D

afe Naikhine wunder
police statron of {Ihit?agnng. He
breathed his last on 11lth
September, 1969 at a clinic in
Dhaka.

* He showed his eminence as a
brilliant student from his ear-
liest days having matriculated
under the old- scheme of
Madrassah Anglo-Persian De-
partment securing first posi-
tion. He then did his 1A and BA
from Chittagong College. _

- He took his MA in Mathe-
matics and secured first class
first in 1918, and in the subse-
quent year, did his MA in Ara-
first class first.

In the undivided Bengal he:
served under the education de-
partment in various capacities ;
as Professor at Chittagong Col-
lege, Vice-Principal of Calcutta
Presidency College. Principal of
Calcutta Islamia College and,
for sometime. as honorary
Professor in the University of
Calcutta.

In recognition of his distin-
guished academic feats, on en-
tering service life, he was
awarded scholarship for higher
studies in the UK. But his
mother, plain and simple, a vil-
lage woman. could not with-
stand the idea because she was
very much apprehensive that
his son, being a bachelor at that
time. might get attracted to the
English way of life and even get
involved in some affairs. So up-
set she was that she went into
seclusion and gave up eating.
Young Ataul Hakimm on hearing
this immediately went to the
village home and promised her
that he will never ever go
abroad leaving her back,

Determined to reach the

ak of fame and glory in the
ield of education without going
abroad, young Ataul Hakim be
camne deeply eng
work on Mathematics. He began
self-study of the original works
of notable Arab
Mathematicians After 22 years
of perseverance he completed
his famous research work "The
Arab Mathematics r:nm[(ihrlsmg

ML

of 3706 pages typed on fu

gaged in research

paper in four volumes. The vol-
umes contained as many as
3000 names of Muslim Mathe-
maticians who had contributed

‘towards the development of the

science of mathematics. .
For his memorable work,

~ the University of Calcutta be-

stowed him with a doctorate in
1942 being the first Muslim of
Bengal to the honoured by the
said university with a PhD.

The name of Dr Ataul
Hakim, PhD was proposed
as first choice for nominated
ICS of British India from undi-
vided Bengal with hints to
shave up his beard and discard
‘using red "Fej" cap. Not being of"
the type to surrender princip
of life for earthly gains, he
showed no interest to get
through. So. the second choice
Mr Nurun Nabi Chowdhury be-
came the nominated ICS from
the thenn Bengal.

After partition he came to
Pakistan on optipn, and served
as Divisional Inspector of
Schools, Rajshahi Range from
where he retired in 1949 He
then joined Dhaka University
as Reader in Mathematics and
later joined as Head of the De-

artment ol Mathematics in
ajshahi University. He was,
for sometime. Controller of Ex-
aminations, Rajshahi Univer-
sity.

FDr Ataul Hakim presented a
copy of his prized thesis "The
Arab Mathematics” to the Uni-
versily of Dhaka for publica-
tion

v Hakim was the aivhor ol
many hooks particularly on
mathemaltical subjects o meet
the requirements of the stu-
dents from school to university
level Having sold the copyright
of all his publications, none of
his books is available with his
descendants.

[Inder his patronage many
schools and ¢ s gol recog-
nition and flourished Poor
students received education free
of cost in such institutions
Meritorious students in addi-
tion were awarded scholarships
named afier him

Dr Ataul Hakim had estab
lished many charitable dispen
saries and became a firm be

liever in the homoeopathic the-
ory of treatiment after witness-
ing the miraculous cures by
homoeopathic medicines dis-
pensed by his elder brother. So
much so that, in his old age, in-
stead of applying for honorary
Fellowship of the Homoeo-
pathic Society. he appeared in
the Homoeopathic examination
in the year 1949 standing first
in Pakistan. Later. he wrote a
450-page book on materia med-
ica and had it published. :

Wife of Dr Ataul Hakim is
still alive. She is now toe old
and of frail health. She recalled
that her late husband was very
friendly with Sher-e-Bangla A
K Fazlul Haq, H S Suhrawardy,
Dr Shyama sad Mukherjee.
Dr T Ahmed. Dr B Karim and
many others.

Many years having elapsed
after the death of this great
scholar (Dr Ataul Hakim].
many notable personalities of
his time who knew and held
him in great esteem are also no
longer alive. Many notable ju-
niors, mostly his students, still
remember him with reverence.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Justice Monzur Mur-
shed, Dr Md Shahidullah. Dr
Qudrat-e-Khuda, Justice Abu

Sayveed Chowdhury. former
President. Fazlul Kader
Chowdhury. ex-Minister. Nurul
Haq Chowdhury, ex Mimster
Dr Muhammad Ibrahim
founder of BIRDEM, Justice Md
Sayem. ex-President, Shah Az
izur Rahman former Prime
Minister. Khan A Sabur Khan
were among his adnurers

Dr Ataul Hakim. MA PhD
deserves due recognition, I s
our sacred duty to secure his
rightful position in the society
The biography of this illustn
ous son of the soil may be In
cluded in the text books of pn
mary and secondary schools so
that the present generation may
know about his deeds and
achievernents. Special mention
may be made ol his prety and of
the relentless elfort made by
him to spread education aAmong
backward Muslims of lus tinwe

— M. A. Mansur



