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= Dhaka Day by Day =
Anything but Baby-friendly

by Raffat Binte Rashid

Well. what are you dotng in the streets with
vour child? Many might question. but you want
to take him or her cut in the freshness air [well
whatever fresh is left in #). roam around in
parks, see him run and play around the trees.
and on the grass, teach him or her to love mother
nature, take them out on a fishing trip. etc, etc

Ol course you cannot entertain any such pos-
sibilities, because this is Dhaka — a city where
evenings are nfested with I1usects and
mosquitoes, parks with suspicious characters,
lake sides with damp. grass covered with [(soft]
traps. noisy streets with polluted air and almost
msane motorists

Leawyng all these aside, theres altogether a

Dhaka is anythung but baby-friendly, Yeu
wouldn't realise how undriendly unless yvou are
to take care of a baby yourseit.

'he problem begins obviously at the begin-
ming when the baby is nothing but a cluster of
tew cells and vou are planning to visit a gynecol-
ogist  Finding a good doctor is just a matter of
luck. if not yvour nght as a citizen. The fact is
suipported by an unofficial survey which says
that out of every ten pregnant women, only one
is totally and honestly satistied with her docior.
_ You cannot discuss your fears and problenis
Wwith themn They wouldn't give you more than
tive munutes because of the long queue outside
his/her chamber. "I changed my doctor even on
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"Mine always scolded me arnid 1 got to see him  daughter was a month's old and then maintain-
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only for five minutes a month; he even shouted
at me when | was in labour.” says another
woiman who has a 12-month-old son. "l would
never have another child because of the trau-
matic experience 1 had with my doctor,” says an-
other woman. ;
Then there is the hospital problem. "If you are
not a known personality os don't have someone
known among the hospital staff you are utterly
helpless and have to cope somehow with the
hospital's uncaring service,” explains Tisha.
After you bring the baby home, there begins
another story. If you have a car you are saved, if
not entirely. atleast partially, If you have to hire
a rickshaw or a scooter, you will be forced to
curse your luck until you reach your destination.
You love your child but others couldn’'t care
less. Your frustration reaches its peak when you
are stuck in a traffic jam. Almost all the vehicles
emit black smoke, the impatient drivers who
care a fig about traffic rules, honk their horns as
if others are his slaves and he is the lord of the

sireet.

ing a Y am to 5 pm job and a breastfed child was
simply out of question,” says a young mother
working in an international organization.

"l have no baby-sitter. | don't wam a formula-
fed baby. therefore my ultimate choice was to §
leave my university job." another mother talks
about her problems and her simple solution to it.

Being breast-fed exclusively for the first five
months is a child's birth right. But there are only
a handful of orgagizations that are accommoda-
tive to working moihers and their problems.
With no maternity leave. which should be three
months, with no quality day care centre in or
around one's workplace, a mother can only stay
back home to take care of her future. |

Children are our only link to the future, giv-
ing them our very best is thus a matter of their
right. But how much we can offer to these little
citizens is a matter of perception only. We are
nonchalant. rather ignorant. about the needs of
our future. And in such an environment that is
not at all baby-friendly. How pathetically lite
begins for the babies and ends for us!

Science lecture: f'rof Ainun Nishat pf BUET will deliver

alecture on 'Options for River Training.’ Natienal Museum of
Science & Technology has arranged the lecture session. Venue:
NM&5T auditorium. Time: 4 pm.
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JSD counecil '96: ‘rhe council ‘96 of Dhaka eity unit of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal will be held. Chief quest: ASM Abdur
Rob. Shipping Minister :md JSD general secretary. Special
guest: Noor Alam .Jiku, JSD president. Venue: lgngintcrs'
Institute. Time: 4 pm.

Symposium on [Endoscopic Surqe
Pharmaceuticals Ltd anid Obstetrical and Gyneco ogical Society
of Bangladesh will jointly hold a symposium on "Endoscopic
Surgery in Gynecology.” Venue: BCPS auditorium. Time: 9:30
am,

BSCIC council '"96: the annual council 1996 of Bang:
ladesh Small and Cott age Industries Corporation will be ht.El.

.Tofael Ahmed. Ministe!r for Industry arrd Commerce will attend

IF‘: Inco

PM gives Tk 1 lakh
for treatment of
DU teacher

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday handed over a
r.hmt:e for Tk 100.000,to the
Dhaka University Teachers'
Association for the treatment
of Abdul Malek in response to
an appeal- from the DUTA,. re-
ports UNB.

Abdul Malek, an Associate
Professor of Islamic History
Department of the University,
is undergoing treatment at the
Birla Heart Research Centre in
India.

DUTA president Dr Johurul

Hug and general secretary Dr
Arefin Siddique received the

cheque on behall of the ailing
leacher, i
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the inaugural session cf the council as chief guest. Venue: BSCIC
Training Institute auditorium. House 24, Road 13 Sector 6.
Uttara Model Town. Time: 9:30 am. - ;

Workshop on [Fisheries: A workshap on fish quality
assuranctdpmgramme will be held today. State Minister for .

Recounting of votes
in Ctg-13 seat
demanded |

LGRD and Cooperatives Alhaj Syed Abul Hossain will be

present as chiel guest while Fisheries and Livestock Secretary : :

Irshadul Haq and FAO Representative Hiroyuki Konuma as CHITTAGONG, Sept 10: Al- T -/ 7B-8 9/ 50~ Doty | ©R g of/onl b S
special guests. Director General of Department of Fisheries haj Nazrul Islam Chowdhury

(DOF} Md Liaquat Ali will chair the workshop, jointly wHo was a Awami League can- Q @m ﬁ@%

organised by DOF and FAO. Venue: Seminar room of Matshay didate in Chittagong-13 {Chan- e . .

“ Bliaban. Time: ?

Training on acupuncture: A three-month long
training programir.e on Acupuncture will begin. Chinese |
Acupuncture Training Centre has arranged the course. Venue:
183/1. School Road. 2nd floor. Mohakhali. Time: 2:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka North West: e regular

weekly meeting of t\ne club will be held, Venue: Sonargaon hotel.
Time: &6 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka South: the 10th regular
weekly meeting of the club will be held [t will be a joint meeting
with Rotaractors and Interactors of the club. Venue: Purbani
hotel. Time: 5.30 pm. ‘

Rotary Club of Dhaka Midtown: The 917th regu

danaish] constituency today
demanded judicial inquiry inta
the alleged irregularities in
counting vote cast in his con-
stituency in September 5 by-
election. reports BSS.
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Addressing a press confer-
ence at Chittagdng Press Club
here Nazrul Islam Chowdhury
also called for postponement of
the official election results of
the constituency till submis-
ston ol the inquiry committee
report.

The Awami League (AL) can-

TR

lar weekly meeting of the club will be held. Vehue: White Castle didate alleged that there was EalICT Y
Restaurant, 20. F.emnal Ataturk Avernue, Banani. Time: 5 pm wide inconsistency between 'he: - 3 % 2

total votes cast and unofficia Wi hPilys TiRs BERTIZT.S G 4z s wm
BARRA PIress confce: Bangladesh Rural Recons- election results of the PGUi?_g e I8 :tl b 4 l“".-.fi o L A i
truction Association [BARRA) in cooperation with Proshika | cemtres in his constituency in B L TN bIph Wq] -TETTAT TR L DY ee
ADAR, Nijera Kiari. CDA. will hold a press conference on 'Global this context, he demanded re- | SR

femirme BeT @h yied o% (TeEE T "7
(OO IRATS 5T ‘Tﬂifﬁfﬁjuh HA BT FACEYL AU A e
qE, WA FAAMAE ¢ 5T MIHANAL ALY DG

(5202 wivm 3ace 22 SS9 @ e fardsal
I TR A BTN S yeeon-nb 3 ©ifax
(@ 3-00 Bl H® EmmIe@e sFn ey e
(0B AT FAS YA (D8R SIFEAn/FRAR
HSR  WOTNE ABHA! @GTe AR | ©d B §IN3
Yo~-ob-ad Tt Sifgd  (qm EAE - A

counting of votes of the enn-
stituency

Speaking about terrorist ac-
tivities and other malprac tices
allegedly adopted by BNP | sader
an former minister 0Olj
Ahmed. he held Oli Ahme d and
. his terrorist groups respcinsible
for all malpractices an'1 tem-
pering of election results,.

Gherao programme
Mannan Bhuiyan

Food Security.' Venue: Jatiya Press Club. Time: 11:30 am.

Rotary Club of Shyamoli Dhaka: me 11thinsta

lHation ceremony of the club will be held. A cultural programme
will follow, Guests: Abdur Razzag. MP. poet Sufia Kamal, Venue:
Sheraton hotel Tune 5 pm.

BPJA condemns
attack on photo
journalists

Bangladesh Photo Journal
ists Association |[BP.JA} yester-

day expressed strong indigna-
tion at the inciflent of attack on

Conservation of
forest stressed

Experts at a workshop yes-
terday emphasised on the con-
servation of forest and natural
resources of the country. re-
ports [INB

Im ance of intensive re-
search was also discussed in the

BSD concerned

at govt policy
on privatisation

Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD) Convenor Khalekuz
zaman expresserd his concern
over the statement of Com-

Dry weather forecast

Weather is ltkely to remain mainly dry with temporary
partly cloud sky over the country jin the next 12 hours till 6 pm
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