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Paralysed

(zeneration

by Dilara Begum

N opinion given hg‘ a

writer in The Dail ar

on st 22, 1 hor-

1e. s respectable la-
dy encouraged the prevailing
negligence of. English in our
country. | request to all. please
do not turn us into perverts.
Your pgeneration spoiled us,
experimented on and with us,
played guinea-pig with us. But
now is the time stop that.

One side condemns us for not
knowing English, and other
side does not find us to be hon-
est to our mother language. One
aspect the elders don't know
that now we are trying our best
to learn the both. Your genera-
tion created this Sonar Bangla
for us in which we do not have
enough mon to pay for

better ish. But we
ce y need it. y? 1 with
my full respect to her want to
say that I think this writer still
lives in a remote world and is
far from reality. She said that

for a few jobs we needed to know
English. Please look around.
just look at a job adver-

tisement in the daily Ittefaque
regularly. Even a cook have to
-:l:l'm English to get him or her-
a job.
ln'lo‘ﬂ;nr job. no matter what
the salary is, the requirement is
always "spoken and written”
h. May be your genéra-
tklun had EE nicﬁ tl:‘m: withont
nowing English but we cer-
tainly cmnngtijﬁﬂmd to do so.
These-days. we have to know
Englishi, have to have experi-
ence, pleasant personality,
have to be attractive, smart,
wimd:tt thcl emnpnnjrm mﬁ
the sons and -
ters aof should :
What do you now say, dear
generation?
If you are computer literate, |
need not explain to

Cm:ngﬂ is the Bangla
— Bijoy Bangla, Standard
SO On. .
I how a power genera-

tor works and this is sufficien
for me. | do not need to know

the Bengali meaning of 'power

how -

generation. We are already 300
years backward in science and
technology than all the other
countries, please do not push us
back into another 300 years.
Now | want to mention a dif-
ferent point. Everyone is aware
of the so-called "set-code™ prob-
lem and much have been said
about that. [ was_ much at-
tentive when our education
minister, a much-felicitated ex-
CSP officer said in the House:
"Whom to blame — the exam-
iner, the computer or the stu-
dents; obviously the students. |
want to know Mr Sadeque:

"What about the tors in
the rooms who were to help the
students™?

Our PM termed us the a&;:
group of 21-27 as ‘paralysed’. We
are not aware of our real his-
tory because it was not included
in our textbooks. Textbooks are
not the only way for us to know
the history. Besides textbook we
read other books, we always
hear from our parent's, we also
read out our parents' and rela-
tives' faees. ere are some of
the stone inscriptions always
ready for us. Will with
me that this is the o nation
in which a PM declares the "-
most creative generation” as
"paralysed generation™? Will we

our closed when our
Taka is devalued in every
month and our beloved univer-
sity is closed? From December
to January we observed hartals
and non-cooperation. The
whole month of March, we en-
joyed non-cooperation, later
the election etc. Now we have
got a schedule for example, but
we are scared. For a stu-
dent like me, no in edu-
cational institutions means
whether | can attend classes,
whether | can sit for exams in
time. These rligehta Were pre-
served durihg tenure of our
ex-VC Emajuddin Ahmed. Now
all our educational are
increased and we s t this
How

expenses
* and how can we live doing noth-

ing?
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50-50: What do you have to say?

Everyone

Who is paralys

* blames our generation. Okey

PM if we are paralysed (or”
paralysed by someone), then
please kill us one-by-one and
then make_ a healthy [not
paralysed) 0-20 and 28-infinity
age-groups. If you can make a
iig (hat, The donatio bl o
at, souls o

Lh::cgag&gnm will be happy.

Everypne shouts in the Joud-
est voice terming our genera-
tion as frustrated toll-collec-
tors, drug addicts, so on..But is
there ai to hear us what
we want to say? If anybody
wants to know what we want,
we need a leader who
is serious about it. We want an
honest and patriot leader.

We had a leader. one

on that and also agrees

that when he was brutally mur-
dered, his family was found to
have s nothing. Nor
any of his relations possessed

anything illegal. It is really
surprising and unbelievable

fact that after ruling a mrmFiﬂd
Third World country for four

years he had nothing. I know

there is much debate about him

that he killed thousand of
armymen, and that he was not
actually the announcer of the
independence etc. But we, the
21-27 age-group. believes that
honesty and patriotism should
et the top priority. Does this

lief PA YSED us? None
but the PM knows.

Now | want to conclude re-
questing our seniors, do not un-
derestimate and neglect the
post-Liberation generation. We
are not frustirated toll-collec-
tors and drug addicts — we want
to serve this nation hand in
hand.

The writer studies physics at
Dhaka Urniversity.

Teach Us the Right Stuft, 'Mr Papa’

NE; our elders —

our progenitors of

'60s, and later, of the po-
period — have

“Independence
all kinds of knnwledﬁe very
well-conceived (according to
them) which we don't have. -

That they were taught 'cor-
Brm#:h e; th they v

, Is true; that

derstand more science than us
is true; that they know more

by Iffat Parveen

We feel let-down when you people think us
to be "illiterate" in every respect

about ‘world literature and
philosophy’ is also true. We
never this fact; in-
stead rcmmpted and Hltcrmdm
to everyt —ina

dox manner — what 12:3; hrd
been telling Inrwprcln to
their - We always took-
them for granted that “they are
the ones” who can and will di-
rect us to even a better state of
knowledge which will make our

destination fulfilled.

But unfortunately they did
not what were expected from
them. Whether they failed (or
didn't want to) is still a big

uestion mark before us. Now
the same lot — from the coun-
try's prime minister to our
bosses and superiors at the of-
fices to our fathers and mothers
— bracket us to be half edu-
cated. half-witied generation,

Che Lailu

—
=

perplexed and distracted Ilrom
everything that Life and Natire
have in their thresholds.

You don't value our ideas and
philosophy — you disregard
what we call poetry. what we
call politics. and even what we
call love’. So, what exactly is it
— what all — you want us to do?
Why don't you teach us. dear
palh finders?

—

YmmgPeopleMOut
Politics and

IVING emphasis on

law and order, the Pri-

me Minister has urged
the ngpmluon to cooperate
with her government in es-
tablishing a soclety free from
corruption and terrorism when
these two social diseases have
alrea the whole coun-
try. 5?1}:: Eall-lapupggid there would be
no compromises with terrorists
and terrorism.

Home Minister Major (rtd)
Rafiqul Islam has also said a
new policy to eliminate terror-
ism and to ensure security of
life would be formulated after a
couple of weeks. But with the
passing of time, law and order
in the cuunl'.lz is detgﬁnrat’ing

day. At least

day 5 people
were killed and several educa-

tion institutional, including
four medical colleges were
closed down within first 19
days of the new government af-
ter taking charge. So, the real
picture of law and order in the
country is really grim.

That PM and Home Minister
sought to root out terrorism and
:ﬂrn;gtiun has slightly de-
lighted us as we are living in an
unrest society where normal
life has become a matter of
dream because of the everyday
violence throughout the coun-
try. Hearing both PM and Home
Minister, we are delighted and
hopeful, but that is not i:nm;Ph
A number of efforts were also
made by the previous govern-
ments to root out terrorism and
to recover illegal arms, but all
of their actions ended in smoke
because of unknown reasons.
Military were also deployed but
their attempts again went in
vain. That is why, we cannot be
delighted and hopeful ::nuL?h.

Development of law and or-
der and eradication of terror-
ism from every stage of society
is a must for ensuring an atmo-
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Prejudice

by Md. Shakhawat Hossain

sphere congenial for normal
life and also for national de-
velopment. We know overall
development of law and order
fully depends on the perfor-
mance of our law enforcing au-
thority mainly consisted with
police and the Administration.
But this authority could not be
able to play a vital role to im-
prove the situation by removing
terrorism from the society,
There is yet to see any success-
ful role of the law enforcing
authority in this regard.
Realising the present prob-
lems of police, the Home Minis-
ter has said police department
would be restructured, if needed.
It is easy to find out the prob-
lem as to existing structure of
the police department, if we
look at the thana level. At

least 11 first-class government

officer of various departments
are engaged in almost every
thana whereas there is no first-
class officer from the police at
thana level. No doubt, the na-
ture of police job is wider and
multi-dimensional than other
departments working at thana
level. Officer-in-charge known
as OC, is the chief of thana

lice. It is mentionable that
there is at least one gazetted of-
ficer at the administration,
land, agriculture, livestock and

even at fisheries department.
An Inspector of police who is
a second-class officer, feels a
little bit of accountability for
his responsibilities when he
takes the charge of a thana as
an OC. It is also unfortunate to
have no post, which is higher to
OC, for better supervision at the
thana level. Obviously, the job
dimension of an OC is more di-
versified and expanded!than
other first-class officers work-
ing at the thana level. An OC
who is actually an Inspector, is
I;_ijd under the EH]E.I"{‘-SCEIII: of
. 2300... whereas the salary
scale of a TNO, top-most man
in administration at thana
the ighest scale of a TNO fs T
e t e of a TNO is Tk.
ESDD-.- -
This existing problematic
structure of police creates an-
other problem in their everyday
work. Both police and adminis-
tration have to work together
for restoring law and order. But

there is a communication gap'

between these two departments.
There is a hug-.;:_l%ap in the hier-
archy as well. The highest per-
son in police at thana level is
officer-in-charge, only a sec-
ond-class officer, whereas the
supreme man of the adminis-
tration is TNO.

Another problem regarding

present structure of police is the
direct appointment of a first-
class at the district level,
Without having no practical ex-
periences at the grassroots or
thana level, a BCS police officer
is now being appointed ASP just
after completing a couple of
month's training course at the
Police Academy. It is also an il-
logical and unwise matter as
assroots ce is a must
or a policeman (o realise the
importance of such kind of
multi-dimensional job. .
According to Police Rule of

‘Ben al, 66 per cent from BCS

and 33 per cent from inspectors
wurkin%eas Officers-in-Charge
should be appointed for the post
of ASP . But unfortunately, this
rules have not been following
for the last 10 years, as most of
the ASP have now been ap-
gginﬁng only from BCS cadre.

. for the sake of raising in-
spiration among the policemen,
we should start to apply this
rule by maintaining the given
percentage for the appointment
of ASP. :

- It is more than difficult for
our police alone to restore law
and order. They must need the
help of local {)'eoplc to bring the
overall situation under control.
Local community involvement
Is another vital aspect for re-
moving violence from the
grassroot level and for develop-
ing law and order of the coun-
try. But there is a huge distinc-
tion between dpolim': and public.
So, we should have to to re-
duce the gap between police and
the local people by arranging
frequent meetings and many
other programmes with local

- community with a view to get-

ting the positive help from
them in arresting terrorists and
removing local viclence.

Views expressed in this
write-up are writer's own,

Cashing In on 21st Century

by Farhana Islam

' E all have heard about
the big promise "Edu-
. cation for All by the
year 2000" — a resolution
adopted by the World Summit
on Education for All, held in
Jomtein, Thailand., in 1990.
Yet, standing where we are now
— only 4 years away from the
21st century, one cannot stop
wondering whether this great
‘dream’ will ever be fulfilled. In
the context of Bangladesh the
hopes and expectations of
a truly educated nation are
more distanced.

Despite, all our setbacks, I,
as a part of the young genera-
tion cannot simply give up in
despair. The new era that |
yearn for is not merely the re-
volving of a hundred years into
the next eentury, but an era of a
truly resourteful education
system in Bangladesh.

An increasing number of
students at the pre-university
level, especially high school
and college H:vels. doubt
whether the subjects they learn
will ever be ol any use in their
future lives. Taking the exam-
ple ol a compulsory Euh{ﬁ:t like
‘agriculture’ at the SSC level for
male students, it is easy to com-
prehend how inapplicable this
subject will be in future life,
unless he wants to be come a
farmer. The politicians put a lot
of baseless sentimentality into
this matter, not considering the
future consequences. Therefore,

our syllabi should be designed
in such a way that whatever we
study in our pre-university lev-
els can be applied in our later
stages of aca and profes-
sional lves.
Mainly three
tion i.e., Ban

s of educa-
a and English
mediums, and Madrasa systems
in our countfy which categorise
students from the beginning of
their academic life, create long-
term prejudice and discrimina-
tion. Every child must have the
right to be educated in the same
way up to high school level — in
my opinion, it is up to Grade
six.

The syllabus. if designed in a
way which introduces all areas
of leamning to a student will be
most beneficial, creatin
awareness of the wide range
opportunities that lie ahead of
them. Students must be kept up-
to-date especially in their
fields of learning.

Returnees, or students who
have returmned home after stay-
ing abroad for a few years are
often left no option but to attend
English medium schools
because of their deficiency in
Bangla. These students should
be cFiw_'n the opportunity to
study in public schools where
teachers provide special classes
emphasising on the areas they
lac

Students. who wish to

Stur Entertainment Guide

choose particular professions,
should be provided with the ba-
sic and practical know-how of
the profession. field-trips, as-
signments etc., can be a part of
this progr ;

Cultural diversity is one of
the realities of today's complex
world. Students at the primary
level who come from different
cultural ba

the opportunity to express
themselves. In this regard,
show-and-tell lectures will en-
able others to know about and
appreciate other cultures. All
the Bangla textbooks from
grade 7 onwards should also be

avallable in their English

translations.
Telecommupication net-

works is ‘vital the next cen-

tury. especially in edueation,
Telecommunications’ is viewed
as an important component in
addressing many education
problems and needs. The value
of Interactivity in a live dis-
tance-learning context is that it
allows pupils to communicate
with teachers in a manner simn-
ilar to face-to-face classroom
communication. This enhances
the learners' interest in the con-
tent. 4
Adult education in the rural
areas, influential people like
the chairmen of the unions, the
village religion preachers etc.
can play a vital role in motivat-

should be

ing the villagers towards a mass
literacy programme. Instead of
formal institutionalised educa-
tion, a non-formal system of
teaching, for example, the pro-
grammes extended by the NGOs
of our country are more effec-
tive in spreading the light of
knowledge to rural adults. The
focus of this type of education
should be life-oriented that can
be applied to their daily lives,
i.e., agriculture, nutrition,
health, childcare etc.

As human beings are the best
of Allah's creation, "education”
is one of their fundamental
rights it is not the duty of an
individual but the duty of us all
as a nation to irradicate illiter-
acy in, if not by the next cen-
tury. The ‘intellectual elite’ and
moneyéd people have a great
deal of responsibility in this re-
gard. Above all, we need our
politicians to keep their heads
cool and be more considerate
about our future. There are
scores ol ways these 'classes’
can tu:_}g open inquisitive
minds. This way they will not
only be educating everybody but
also be investing in the future of
Ban\%ladesh,

ithout the initiative — who
knows ? We might just be miss-
ing "Education” — the right to
knowledge.

The writer is an Honours
student of English at University
of Dhaka
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