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NEWS BRIEFS

Guyral leaves
for home

Indian External Alflairs
Minister | K Gujral, left Dhaka
yesterday morning for home at
the end ol a fourday official
visit o ih. He was seen
off at the airport by Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan. Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India Shat)
Sami., and Indian H Com-
missioner in Dhaka
Mukherji were also present al
the airport. reporis BSS

Biswas assents
to four Bills

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday gave assent Lo
the four Bills passed by Parlia-
ment The Bills are: Law Com
mission Bill. 1996: Bangladesh
Private Export Processing Zone
(EPZ) Bill. 1996; Appropriation
Bill. 1996;: and Finance Bill

1996. reports UNB

Talk on CTBT

A talk on "India and CTBT"
will be held at the B esh
Institute of Intermational and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) audi-
torium tomorrow. Professor of
Political Science of Kalyani
University, West Bengal Dr
Tarun C Bose will open the dis-
cussion at 4:30 pm. BIISS
Chairman Barrister AKH Mor-

shed will preside. reports UNB.

Father, son
electrocuted

BRAHMANBARIA, Sept 9:
An old man and his son were
electrocuted at Pomiout ﬂllagc
of Sadar thana on
lice said Mosharraf Al was
electrocuted when he tried to
save his son Khairul Islam B
who came first in contact of a
electric wire. The bodies were
sent to Sadar Hospital for Au-
lopsy. reports UNB
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Classes resumed at the Dhaka University yesterday.
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after 20-day
clusm'e_

By DU Correspondent

Classes at the Dhaka Uni-
versily resumed terday after
a 20-da uled closure.

Earlier ddministrative ac-
tivitics at the university re-
sutied on Saturday.

All wademic and adiminis-
trative aclivities at the Univer-
sity remained suspended fol-
lowing a series of clashes be-
tween the student fronts of the
ruling Awami League and Op-
position BNP over gaining con-
trol of the residential halls.

The university authorities
haw, alre:ad_‘,r postponed all on-

examinations till
tcmber 12 and deferred the
examinations scheduled to be-
in on September 15 till

t:mbe:-r 23.

ci:u:ac: agreement” was
signe among Jatiyatabdi
Chhau‘a Dal (JCD). Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) and Gano-
See Page 12 Col 4

A new chapter in Indo-Bangla

Indian foreign minister 1K
Gujral at the press confce
yesterday

PM's directive
for timely
implementation
of dev projects

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday gave directive
for timely implementation of
development projects in the
greater national Interest, re
ports BSS.

She gave the directive at a
meeting with the secretaries
Members ol the FPlanning
Commission and other senjor

“There was retardation in
the pace ol work, projects were
not implemented In due time
and loreign loans and assis
tance were not utilised In
proper time ~ she pointed oul

The Prime Minister stressed
the need for making the adnun
istrative machinery dynamic to
bring smile in the 'E;qu of Leem
ing millions

The o discussed van
ous policy matiers The secre
taries and other sendor officials
put forward varnous proposals
on policy matters. Minister as
sured them ol taking proper

| Sleps i Lhese regards as soof as

possible

Sheikh Hasina said the ad
ministration would not be
peliticised any longer and
called upon them tu perform

their duties m:c-t;. .—.u.c withiou!
b r 58 |

e — e

Indian External Affairs
Minister I K Gujral has said
there is an enormous amount of
political will on the part of the
two new governments in Dhaka
and Delhi to take initiatives to
enhance mutual understanding
and cooperation.

" am now going back with
the belief that a new chapter in
our relations has opened up...
We should not be prisoners of
the past. Both the governments
do not ¢ the b of the

st." Gujral told a press con-
erence prior to his departure
for home yvesterday morning at
the end of a feur-day official
visit to Bangladesh.

Mentioning that during his
siay here he had meetin with
the “entire gamut of

m :ﬁthm%1 stet

and leaders of various political
parties, he said he found a
‘common response to the idea
of building closer relationshi
between the two neighbours for
the mutual benefit of the two

e —

By Staff Correspondent

peoples.”

ujral said that there was a
feeling that SAARC must im-
mediately do something and
there was tremendous anxiety,
"that we must catch up fast as a
region.”

Asked how close was a solu-
tion of the water-sharing issue,
he replied,” as ¢lose as my
heart.”

Responding to questions on
the issue, he said he was
that an accord on the water-
sharing could be reached "even
before the next reason.”

When asked il Bangladesh
had sought a specific quantum
ol’ walcr and how much could be

n in an accord. Gu-
ral f-va ed a direct ly and
that.

Huanmm I:ﬁ.l-ﬁ‘m

cided by the experts on the basis
of ﬂ'll'l:'f factors. Th:y would ex-
amine what was Bangladesh's
exact requirement, how much
was available and what was the
‘actual ground realily on both

ties has opened: Gujral

sides’ during the dry season.
The Indian minister said
that during his visit he had
talks with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and other lead-
ers on all major issues that
concern Bangladesh, including
water, thade and commerce.
Askdg if transit was dis-
cussed, ‘Gujral replied. "I have
not discussed the issue transit
with anybody. This rnment
(of India) has never demanded
transit. I do not know about the

past.”
He, however, added,
"“Bangladesh is a sovereign

state. And it is the policy of
overnment and people of
angladesh to decide what is in
their best interest.”
on if he

m}dlsuu:ure in the
attitude of th

resent and past
ernments in Banglndtth
ujral said he did not,

| do not differentiate be
tween ies. It is an internal
affair. ood. it is

at y
See Page [2 col 6

RABIUS SAANI 26, 1417 HIJRI

Chief Election Commis-

sioner Mohammad Abu Hena

has said the September 5 by-

elections in 15 Jatiya Sangsad
constituencies were b

and
large free and fair although

those were conducted under

niore chall:nﬁing conditions
than that of the Ju
liamentary elections.

ne 12 Par-

"All steps were taken to avert

influence of the ruling party on
the administration because it
becomes very difficult to con-
duct the election under a party
government,” Abu Hena said in

an exclusive interview with The
Daily Star yesterday at his of-
fice. It may be mentioned that
this newspaper in an editorial

ublished on Sunday, asked the

to make public detailed facts
about all the centres while
complaints have been raised,
especially those at Laxmipur

and Mirersharai.

The CEC said that on August
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No evidence in support of BNP
complaints regarding 2 seats

By Morshed Ali Khan

13. he had written a letter to

Prime Minisler and Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina
advising her that no Minister
or State Minister should visit
the centres under any protocol.
"l told her that if they wanted to
go, they
all state facilities,”
added. The CEC said that he had
also issued instructions to all

should keep away from
the CEC

DCs, SPs and TNOs not to ex-

tend any facilities to them ex-

cept ensuring their personal se-
curity from a distance. This
also applied to opposition MPs,
cspcctaf ly the Chairperson of
BNP, Begum Khaleda Zia, he
said.

The CEC expressed his satis-
faction at the respect shown to
his letter and said that when
the Prime Minister went to Bo-
gra and Mirersharai she did not
use any state facility. A handful
of others who went to different

See Page 12 Col 7

Muhammad Abu Hena

Armed Forces had no

link with murder ot
Bangabandhu: PM

BOGRA. Sept 9: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina here today
said her government is pledge-
bound to build a moderm, well-
trained and disciplined armed
forces to protect independence
and snvere:agmy of the country,
reports UN

‘We want to train up the
armed forces as national asset.
not as partisan,” she told the

| jawans of the 11th Division at a

!

Darbar in Bogra Cantonment

| this morning.

The Prime Minister said the
present government would for-
mulate a transparent and ap-
propriate administrative policy
to modernise the armed lorces
by removing bureaucratic com-

xities of the British period.
fh She ﬂ.n.idqlfm Srmed orces ai

¢ in Wﬂt ,
eignty must ept above
unwant interference from

any quarter, she said.
It is quite essential to keep

| the army free from any politi-

cal influence in order to give it
an institutional shape. the

Prime Minister added.

"The Arm}.r is a national in-
stitution,” she said, adding that
her government would do every-
thing to restore its image and
make it professionally skilled.

Hasina saict the government
would not allow any quarters to
use the armed forces for politi-
cal purposes.

E‘he said her government
and her party believe that some
miscreants were involved in the
assassination of Bangabandhu
and the armed forces as such
had no connection with the
conspiracy.

The vested guarters. the
Prime Minister said, tried to
link the killing with the armed
forces.

R,eferri to ‘@ "campaign”
the Awa.mi League would

m:lt 1 atrengica farnied
forces. Hasina said: "| want to

make it clear that the Awami
League is determined to build a
modern. educated and well-dis-
ciplined armed forces as dreamt

See Page 12 Col 1

No polls can be free, fair
under AL govt: Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition In
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday said that no elections
waotlld be free. {air and neutral
under the present government
reports BSS

Speaking at a gathering ol
the representatives of the Dis

| tressed Hawkers Association at

| her

Minto Road oflicial resi

| dence. Begum Zia sald Seplem

e e e ———

ber 5 by election was held under
a pre-planned design where the
results were prepared before
h.r‘l.lHi

She sald the volers were
barred from casting their voles,
womern volers were threatened
in diflerent ways and the ter
rorist activitles were carried
oul by the ruling party In a
planned way

Helerring o the hartal al
Rangpur by the Jatiya Party
Beguin Zia said everni the ally ol
the ruling party had observed
hartal Lo protest the vole rig
girig

The hawkers told Begum Zia
about their sutlering due 1o al
leged extortion of lolls, eviction
from the footpalh and repres
sions by police

Presided over by president of
the association Kamal 5id
digqui. the meeting was ad
dressed by BNF secretary gen
eral hl’niui Mannan than MF

BNP office secretary Nazrul |s-
lam Khan, former minister and
adviser of the association
Shahjahan Siraj, BNP leader
Rabeya Siraj. and Hawkers As-
sociation leaders Talukder Ab-
dul Naser. MA Rab and Makbul
Hossain

Expressing her sympathy
and solidaritly, Begum Zia
called for immediate imple
mentation of the five-point de
mands of the hawkers associa-
tion to ensure the Wvelithood of
the hawkers [amilies

Hegum Zia alleged the ruling
party had not confined its re
pressions and injustices to the
capital only, but expanded it Lo
rural areas also

She said the HNFP wanted to
extend its cooperation to the
governmendt provided i1
(government) would deliver Lhe
good Lo Lthe people and carry oul
wellare activities

But the ruling party, she
sald, had now been lorcing the
BNF 1o take 1o the streets be-
Ccause ol iLs repressive acts

Begum Zia sald her party
would go for aclion pro
grammes il the antrnmtnt
continues ils acts ol repressions
and injustices

The students, woren and the
peasalnls, she sald, were now

e Hape |20 i
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Move to reactivate JSAC progrdmme

Hafiz Textile Mills will be
privatised soon: Tofael

Industries and Commerce
Minister Tofael Ahmed has
disclosed that a state run jute
mill will be disinvested quickly

. as an urgent step to reactivate
' the stalled privatisation pro

s UNB
He told a seminar in the city

CeSS. T

| yesterday that the government

has deputed three ministers to
negotiate with the workers of
Z Textiles Mills, a unit of

| Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo-

ration (BJMC).
sation.
Water Resources Minister

Abdur Razzak. ﬁ;rlcuirurr and
attya Chowd

for its privati-

Food Minister
hury and State Minister for
Labour and Manpower MA

| Mannan have been given the
| task. he said

to rsuade the

- workers of the

| the Chittagon

Tolael said every worker of
1g-based jute unit
would get at least Tk 1 30 lakh
as benefit under the proposed
golden handshake programme
"We want to take some guick

decision as we need money  he
added

Privatisation of Hafiz Tex
tiles Mills is a test case lor get
ting the rest 200 million US
dollar of the World Bank s 250
millionn dollar Jute Sector Ad-
justment Credit JSAC]

The Bank suspended tLhe
credit line. after releasing only
50 million dollar following the
government s failure to go
ahead with the privatisation of
a number of jute mills The gov-
ernmern! has been asked to dis-
invest the Hafiz jute unit to
make operational the credit
programme which is due to ex
pire by the end of this year

Earlier. the previous
ernment had slated the
privatisation and accordingh
an entre whao wan o
buy the mill at a cost of Tk 8
crore. was awarded the bid. But
the cabinet never approved the
sale

This was for sheer lack of
efficiency and capability of the

ov
for

previous government.® Tofael
told the seminar on the State-
owned Enterprises and the Free
Market Economy held at the
Institute of Engineers confer-
ence rooim

Announcing that the state
owned enterprises (SOEs) disin-
vested 1o encourage private ini-

tiative. the Industries Minister
said the government would Lake
steps so that the privatised
SOE's could operate profitably
Referring to the nationali-
sation of industrial units, To-
fael said the post liberation
Awami League government had
to takeover some abandoned
mills and factories and na-
tionalised some others re-
sponding to the socialist ideals
which was at that time.
But most of the industrial
units regl'u:ru:l profit during
the 197 riod. he said,
| that rht loss margin
hr%llllﬂﬂnntlnhqmuil
often projected. “It's still small

See Page 12 col 5

DMC reopens
today
College

Dhaka Medica
(DMC) will reopen today after a
25-day closure, reports UNB.

The decision was taken at
the Academic Council meeting
of the college held on the cam-
pus yest y. But the decision
to open the dormitories for the
residential students will be
taken after formulating new
regulations

The 1st. 2nd and 3rd profes
sional MBBS examinations of
the crllege will begin today
Classes will, however, com-

The college was declared
closed following a clash be.
tween pro-Awami League
Chhatra League and pro-BNP
Jatiystabadi Chhatra Dal on

August 14

DU Senate elects
VC panel Sept 25

By DU Correspondent
The artm¥ Vice Chancellor

of Dhaka University. Prof
Shahiduddin Ahmed has
called a special meeting of Lhe

Senate on September 25 The VO
called the meeting as per Article

v 21(2) of the Dhaka University

Order. 1973

A three-member VC panel
will be elected in the Senate
Session. ac'curdmf to Article
11(2) of the DUG, 1973, says a
DU press release

One murdered
In City
By DMC Correspondent

One person was murdered in
Rayer Bazar area under Dhan-
mondi thana in the city yester
day

A mobile Police team found
the body of Anwar Hossain

Pintu, 40. near Tali Office
crossing at about 3am. Police
suspect he was stabbed to death.

The tendons of his hands and
legs were also cut police said

Pintu, father of two. resided
at Mitali Road in the locality.
The reason behind the killing
could not known immediately.
However, police saild, Pintu,
who was unem for a long
time, had enn tr with his step
brother, Amjad Hossain. over a
land dispute

Dhanmondi police arrested
one Mohammed All, 32, in con-
nection with the murder. Police
said they were interrogating
All.

Cdy was sent to the
Dhak.a Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) for aut A mur-
der case has been filed with
Dhanmondi thana in this con-
nection, police said

|
F
[
|

e

South African President ‘\Ielsun Mandela with his newlv
declared love Graca Machel, widow of late Mozambican
president Samora Machel, speaking to passers-by in the
street of Houghton, a northern suburb of Johannesburg

yesterday

- AFP/UNB photo
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Heading JS standing bodies

Proposal to amend rule
to be discussed today

f4v Nurul Kabir

The parliamentary standing
committee on the Rules of Pro
cedure of the Jatiya Sangsad is
likely to finalise today its pro
posal for an amendment to a
rule, seeking to make non
minister MPs heads of JS
standing bodies on the min-
istries. sources in the Sangsad
Secretarial said.

The 12-member standing

' committee. headed by Speaker
| Humayun Rashid {,ht:wdhugo

is scheduled to meet at ||
this morning to consider the is

| e

The commitiee would also
consider a proposal for an in
crease in the number of mem-
bers of standing bodies on each
ministry from 10 to 12, the
sOurces

The is the ex-officio
Chairman of a |2-member par-
lilamentary standing bod
meantl for taking care of the JS
Rules of Procedure. The stand
ing body, comprising members
from both Treasury and Opposi
tlon benches of parliament. was

constituted by the House durin
ite first session which endec
earlier this month

The JS body nominated a
three member sub committee
at its first meeting last month
to prepare the draft of an
amendment seeking formation
of the parliamentary standing
committees on the ministries
with non-minister MPs head
ing them Headed by State Min
ister for Law. Justice and Par
liamentary Affairs Abdul
Matin Khasri. the sub-commit
tee members included Chief
Whip of the Opposition Khan
daker Delwar Hossain and
Treasury bench member Rah
mat Ali

Abdul Matin Khasru on Sat
urday said that the sub-com
mittee had already submitted
its report to the Speaker

If the full-Nedged commitiee
accepts the sub-commitiee re

ri. it would be placed in Lhe
fouse for final approval

“We have proposed that the

See Page 12 Col 4
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BNP to gherao
EC office
today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) in scheduled to
gherao the office of the Election
Commission in the city today to
press its demands which in-
clude resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner. -

The party will hold a rall
the Bangla Motor crossroad at
around 11 in the morning and

i the march towards the EC Sec-

retariat at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Lo Id{‘ a siege.

e programme is being or-
ganised to protest against al-
leged 'vole rigging' and 'terror-

. ism' in the just held by-election
| and press for re-election in two

constituencies of the Jatiya

Sangsad — Laxmipur-2 and
Chlltagmf, . and immediate
step own of the CEC for

what il called him failure to
hold the by-polls in a free and
fair manner.

Th* vrogramme WoF ANl-
nounced by BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuivan
MP at a rally in the city on 5Sat-
urday last

Earlier. soon after the by-

polls on September 5, BNP held

| a rally in the city protesting

Tigging” in Laxmipur-2 and
Chittagong-1 constituencies. It
s0 organised rallies and
t out processions in dif-

Salman committed
suicide, says
autopsy report

By Staff Correspondent
The autopsy report of film

' star Salman Shah said that his
' death was a case of suicide, ac-

cording to a senior police offi-

£ | cial here yesterday.

Police got the autopsy report
Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital ves)erda}r. the of-
ficial said

Meanwhile, the Deteclive
Branch {[DB) has taken up the
un=atural death {(UD]} case
which was lodged by Salman’'s
father Kamruddin Ahmed

. Chowdhury with Ramna thana

i connection with the death.

| An assistant commissioner of
' the DB siarted investigating the

case yesterday, pulii:.'f‘:urt:s

- added.

Chowdhury Md Shariar
who was known as
Salman Shah. died at his 10th
floor apartment at Eskaton
Plaza under Ramna thana in

" 1the city Friday noon.

Police sources added that
saliman s wilte Samira was now
staving with her father in their
relative' s house in Dhanmondi
However. police
kept vigilance on Samira, Abul
Hossain, who was private secre
tary to Salman and two maids
who were reportedly in the flat
when Salman allegedly com-
mitted suicide

It was earlier reported that
Salman had conflict with his
wif~ for the last couple of
monihs because of his alleged
relationship with a [ilm ac-

Ire8’s

JCD activist
in Sylhet
remanded

From Our Correspondent
SYLHET. Sept 9 Arif Hos-
sein Oli. arrested from near the
' venue of reception to Speaker
| Humaun Rashid Chowdhury
| Sunday, was taken on a five-
day remand by Kotwali thana
| police today.

The Sadar thana magistrate
granted the remand when he
was produced in the court today.

Police on suspicion arrested
Arif, reportedly an activists of
JCD. on Sunday morming from
the premises ol the shrine of
Hazrat Badruddin, during the
reception

wree cases, including one
under the Arms Act, were filed
against Arit




