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ader of the Opposition in

the Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia at her residence in the city yesterday.

EU condemns US trade
ban on Cuba, Libya, Iran

TRALEE (Ireland). Sept 5.
European Union foreign minis-
ters united today in condemn-
ing Washington's trade sanc-
tions against Cuba, Libya and
Iran but were at odds in week-
end talks over US bombing
raids on Iraq, reports Reuter.

They bristled at US legisla-
tion which could punish some
European firms for operating in
any nation on Washington's
trade hit list but said they were
unlikely to take retaliatory
steps until after the US presi-
dential elections in November.

Ministers from the 15-na-
tion bloc condemned Saddam
Hussein's incursion into Kur-
dish areas of northern Iraq last
week, calling on him to pull
back his troops. but failed to
send Washington the kind of
backing it gave after Iraq's 1990
Kuwait invasing.

e secured a significant
measure of agreement on the
situation in Iraq,” host Dick
Spring, the Irish Foreign Min-
ister, told a news conference at
the end of the talks.

JCD-BCL clash
in Burichang
Ershad College

COMILLA, Sept 8: Two stu-
dent leaders were arrested fol-
lowing a clash between the ac-
tivists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
E;lgu{d E]?lia and pro —[ggﬂmi

e tra ljague at
Burichang Ershad College here
today. reports UNB.

Eight students were injured
from both side during the clash
erupted at about 11 am when a
JCD activists hurled abuses at
the ruling Awami League at a
freshers' reception.

Two teachers of the college
were roughed up by the feuding
students as they tried to medi-
ate.

One of the injured was
rushed to Comilla Sadar Hospi-
tal in a critical condition while
the rest to Burichang thana
health complex.

Police picked up two JCD
leaders — Liakat Ali Zinnah
and Mozammel Haq — from the
scene.

-

Clash over opening
of tender box

PABNA, Sept 8: At least 10
people were injured in a bomb
attack during the opening of a
tender box in Bera thana today,
reports UNB.

Police said a Fruu of youths
exploded some 100 Enmemadc
bombs near Bera thana TNO of-
fice when LGED officials were

1;‘Iin.pe:nin,g the tender box at 1:00

‘;Hitneua:s said the unruly
{[uutha also tried to pick up
amidur Rahman, a LGED en-

ﬁiﬂeeﬁ;‘ﬂuring the trouble. Po-
ce. ever, rescued Rahman
from the attackers.

DU classes
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%::d seats’ of JCD activists,
ey. however, agreed to vacate
the seats today, sources in the

student bodies said.
Meanwhile, some students
who failed to collect their iden-
tity cards because of various

reasons could not enter the
halls,

There are allegations that

some outsiders had 'boarder

cards' for aval hall facili-
ties. ling

VC Prof Shahiduddin

Ahmed and Proctor Dr Nu-
runnabi visited the residential

halls during the 'rehabilitation’

process

P

But Irish officials acknowl-
edged that the failure to back
the Clinton administration's
bombing of Iraq reflected a di-
vergence of views which ranged
from France's lukewarm re-
sponse to Britain's enthusiastic
support.

ey also backed the rein-
statement of an agreement al-
lowing Iraq to sell limited
amounts of oil to buy food and
medicine as soon as the United
Nations Secretary-General,
who suspended the agreement,
jud%cs it right to do so.

pring held out the possibil-
ity that the EU might remain
involved in Bosnia. which
brought the horrors of war to
the EU's doorstep. for another
two years after elections this
year.

He said there was a need for a
continued ‘'civilian and mili-
tary” presence during a two-
year consolidation period after
the elections and the end of the
NATO E?EE force’'s mandate in
December.

"Everything so far has been
easy compared with what lies
ahead.” said Carl Bildt, the in-
ternational community’'s repre-
sentative for Bosnia, who
briefed EU ministers on the re-
construction of the country on
Saturday.

The EU appeared to back
down from a confrontation

with Israel over its plans to
send a fact-finding trio of min-
isters for talks with the PLO in

its Orient House offices in dis-
puted east Jerusalem.,

Beauty
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Miss Iraly.”

Her words echoed those of
another judge photographer
Bob Krieger, who was kicked off
the panel earlier in the week for
saying Mendez shouldn't be in
the contest.

Newspapers splashed her
trinmph across their front
pages today after four days of
rows in the media over whether
a black could represent Italian
beauty.

The storm over her in-
volvement unleashed was fired
when Krieger declared that "a
black woman can't win a com-

tion that's meant to reward
and represent Italian beauty."

"Let's make her Miss Uni-
verse but not Miss Italy,"” he
said.

Examples of violent racism
are rare in Italy though the

roblem has been highlighted
y occasional disturbances
among Italians and immi-
rants, many of them illegal,
rom North Africa in rundown
areas of many cities.

DSE index

From Page 1

Stock Exchanges said, "lot of
people are coming with huge
money and they are chasing for
few shares creating heavy de-
mand in the marke:%

Appreciating the prevailing
economic situation for the de-
velopment of the capital mar-
ket in the country, he said free
flow of currencies allowed in
our country helps the investors
to invest their money in any
stock market.

The price-earning ratio is
also favourable in our country
than that of any other neigh-
bouring stock markets, Rizwan

said.
the market Iis

Although
aE:culative. there is little
c

ance for a major fall in mar-

ket indicators in the immediate

future, except for any natural
disaster or political unrest, he

added.
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ernnient to governmernl ties.

Begum Zia. reciprocating the
sentiment, called for immedi-
ate solution of all the problems
with Bangladesh.

Talking to UNB after the
meeting, Gujral said the discus-
sion was held in a very cordial
and warm atmosphere, “li's a
great honour for me to meet
with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion,” he added.

Geeta Mukherjee MP, Indian
Foreign Secretary Salman
Haider, Indian High Commis-
sioner to Bangladesh Dev
Mukherjee and OSD at the

Minister's Office AK Pandey
were present during the meet-

ing.

Deguty Leader of the Opposi-
tion Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury. M Saifur Rahman
MF. former Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman and
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan were also
present

Repolling 1n
Rangpur-5
demanded

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Sept 8: The
Jatiya Party candidate in the
recent by-election in Rangpur-5
seal has alleged that there were
massive rigging and violence in
twenty-three centres of the con-
stituency.

At a news conference at the
local press club today, Shah
Alam accused the Awami

e candidate, Ashikur Rah-
man of snatching his victory
through rigging and acts of
terrorism.

He demanded cancellation of
the by-election results and re-
polling in 23 centres immedi-
ately. Otherwise, he said, they
would start a movement.

The JP candidate has also
sent a complaint to the Chief
Election Commissioner in this
respect.

Shah Alam was defeated in
the by-election by a mar of
six thousand votes. Ashikur
Rahman got 81,572 votes.

Phensidyl seized,
one arrested

JAMALPUR, Sept 8: Police
seized 170 bottles of Indian
phensidyl syrup from a shop in
the town today and arrested a

ung man in connection. Po-
ice with the help of local Nar-
cotic Control Department
raided the shop at Beltia Bazar

in the evening and nabbed one
Shahid, reports UNB.
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Pry school for every village: PM

Policy soon to eradicate
illiteracy in short time

Primme Mimsler Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said there is
no alternative to education fo
allevialing poverty. developing
socio-economic condition and
flourishing a healthy political

| culture, reports UNB

“The government is pledge-
bound to bufld a literate nation
and self-reliant country within
the next 10 years”, she said
while addressing a discussion

on “Role of non-formal
education in eradicating illit-
eracy within next 10 years at
the Osmani Memorial Hall in
the moming.

Primary and Mass Educa-
tion Division of the Education
Ministry organised the meeting
on the occasion of Interna-
tional Literacy Day.

The Prime Minister said the
government has taken initia-
tives to establish at least one
primary school in each village.
expand non-formal education
an< distribute education mate-
rials among the students at free

- of cost.
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She said her government
was formulating an education
pulit? for building a well-edu-
cated society within the short-
est ble time and to trans-
late Bangabandhu's dream of
‘Sonar Bangla into realit

Hasina said country's half of
the population is women. but
they are most ignored and re-
pressive section of the society
as they are illiterate.

Keeping the vast women folk
illiterate, she said., develop-
ment was not ssible. Sﬁt
siressed the n for educauen
ol womnen to ensure their equal
participation in nation-build-

ing actvities.

Rederrinig 1o her goveriinen-
s allout steps to expand lemale
rdducation, Hasina said, female
rducation up to higher sec-
ondary level has been made free
and many other facilities are
being given to poor and helpless
families to encourage them.

Hasina called for bullding a
social movement involving
people of all strata to achieve
the goal of driving out illiteracy
from the society.

The Prime Minister said
people's representatives can
play an important role in liter
acy cam :

Hasina appreciated the role
of various international and
donor a(.jgmf:lu including the
UNESCO for providing assis-
tance in the programme. She
expressed the that the as-
sistance would further increase
in the future

Education Minister AHSK
Sadek, Primary and Mass Edu-
cation Secretary Amir-ul-
Mulk., Dr Abdullah Al-Muti
Sharfuddin, Dr Siddiqur Rah-
man and Kazi Fazlur Rahman
also spoke on the occasion,
UNESCO country representa
tive Ansar Ali Khan read out a
message of LUUNESCO Director
(reneral al the function

Later. the Prime Minister
awarded medal to the Chalrman
of Alampur Union of Kushtia
[or his contribution to non-
formal education The others
who received the awards are
Gono Shahajjo Sangstha,
Dhaka Ahsania Mission, "Lal
manirhat Sathik Sakkharata
Samity” and "Friends in Village
Development” of Khadimgani
under Sylhet

Bill on local govt structure
in next JS session

LLocal Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman has
said that the government would
ensure economnuic emancipation
of the people by l?ﬂnr; institu-
tional shape to local gavern-
ment bodies at the grass-root
level to lulfill its electoral
plrd'l%cs. reports B55S.

e minister was addrtssm%
the first high-level meeting o
the Local Government Reconst-
tution Commission at the con-
ference room of the ministry
vesterday.

Zillur Rahman said. there is
no alternative Lo strong local
government bodies to ensure
participation ol the people in
development activities and
make the country self-reliant

Referring to the formation of -

. the local government comimis-

sion, the minister said the gov-
ernment would introduce a Bill
in 1the next session of the Jatiya
Sangsad on local government
structiire as per the Prime Min-
ister s announcement.

He said the government
would ensure equal develop-
ment of all areas of the country
through proper distribution of
wealth by making every tier of
local government bodies more
democratic and representative.

He said the Union Parishad
would be made more effective
and pro-people so that every
village is represented. He said
the financial power of the
Union Prishad would be in-
creased to ensure its autonomy
so that participation of the vil-
lage people at the grass-root
level is ensured.

3 dacoits held

at Uttara

By Staff Correspondent

Detective Branch (DB) police
yesterday arrested three dacoits
and recovered a firearm and
ammunition from near a mar-
ket at Uttara in the cily.

The arrested persons, identi-
fled as Abu Helal, 22, Nazrul,
26, and Abdur Rob, 25, were the
members of an organised gang
of dacoits. They were preparing
for an attack on the market, Ra-
jlaxmi Complex, police sources
said.

The DB team arrested them
when they were moving towards
the market in a white microbus
at around 2:15 pm, police said.
Police seized a revolver, and
seven bullets from the posses-
sion of the arrested persons.

A case under Arms Act was
lodged with Uttara thana in

\ this connection, police added.

Zillur sald the objective ol
the government is to develop a
pro people local government
structure by electing all mem:
bers of the Upazila Parishad,
including its chairman, by di-
recl voles of the people. He said
the government also wants to
ensure proper coordination
betweenn Union Parishad and
Upazila Parishad and make the

lla Parishad effective.

He said the Commission
would also consider the matter
of incorporation of historic and
traditional “shalish® commit-
tee with the development activi-
ties.

State Minister for LGRD and
Cooperatives S}red Abul Hos-
sain, Member of Local Govern-
ment Commission Suranjit Sen
Gupta., Advocate Fazle bbi,
Begum Taherunnesa Abdullah,
Borhanuddin Khan Jaha ‘
Kazi Azhar Ali and member
secretary of the Commission
AHH Abdul Hye were present in
the meetuig.

Appointment

& transter

By Staff Correspondent

The officer on Special Duly
(Additional Secretary) at the
Establishment Ministry, KM
Ezazul Huq. has been appointed
Secretary Incharge of the Tex-
tile Ministry, says a PID hand-
out.

The Joint Secret of the
Local Government agivisiun,
Sheikh Md Mujibur Rahman,
has been appointed director of
the BTMC.

The Director of BFIDC, Ara-
binda Karr, has been trans-
ferred to BRDB as its Additional
Director General.

DB investigating
Salman’s death

Detective Branch yesterday
started an investigation into
the causes of death of po
film star Salman Shah, police
said, reports UNB.

Chowdhury Mohammad
Shahriar alias Imon, popularly
known as Salman Shah, re-
Efrtcdlj,r committed suicide at

s Eskaton residence on Fri-
day morning. His wife Samira
Shahriar found him hanging by
le_l nylon chord from a mﬁlng
an.

The DB personnel talked to
Samira at a house of her rela-
tives at Dhanmondi in the city.
They are expected to talk to
Enpular heroine Shabnoor and

ero Manna, police sources
said.

pular |

Broad consensus in India
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the current goodwill towards
Bangladesh may change in fu-
ture with a change of govern-
ment since such "relations were
founded on a mutuality of na-
tional interest and not on the
preferences of the government
of the moment. There is indeed
a commitment at policy level
within India to improve rela-
tions with Bangladesh.

He informed the meeting
that on his last visit to Dhaka,
when he was as opposition
leader, he came to learn, this
time as a Foreign Minister he
has come to deliver.

On such issues as transit, Gu-
jral pointed out that he had
nothin to suggest to
Bangladesh on this issue and
that "it was left entirely to the

overnment and people of
adesh to decide what ini-
tiatives they wanted to take in
this area based on B desh's
own assessment of what it stood
to gain or lose from transit."

All participants agreed that
whilst the 'track-2' m'iFlom
cannot and should nml:t:fljtr
tute or subvert official 'track-1’
di . it should be encour-
aged as a supplementary -
cess for nfﬁ:‘:’ml dlplump:gy
since it played a valuable role,

involving a broad range of po-
litical opinion from the coun-
tries concerned, in collectively
seeking solutions to problems
which have for long remained
unresolved at the official level.

"Where participants in-
volved in track-2 cross-over to
track-1, as has happened in the
case of CPR-CPD Indo-Ban-
galdesh dialogues, this process
of citizen's diplomacy may turn
out to be particularly reward-
ing,” the meeting noted.

It may be mentioned that 1K
Gujral and Somnath Chatterjee
last visited Dhaka in May 1995

to participate in a policy dia-
logue on 'Indo-Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Relations hosted by the

Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), Dhaka and co-sponsored
by the CPD and Centre for Pol-
icy Research (CPR), New Delhi.
Both Gujral and Chatterjee
were at that time members of
the Opposition in the Indian
Parliament. SAMS Kibria, now
Bangladesh Finance Minister,

was also an active participant

of the di e as was Morshed
Khan and r Khosru Mah-
mud Chowdh 3

The 1995 Dhaka Di e
addressed some of the J)al
issues constrainin Indo-
Bangladesh economic rela-

tions. It specially focused on the
need and scope for enhancing as
well as diversifying
Bangladesh's rt capacity to
India as part of a strategy for
reducing Bangladesh's rapidly
expanding trade imbalance
with India.

Whilst the discussion em-
phasized on issues of economic
cooperation, the discourse
ranged over a broader spectrum
of issues such as water-sharing,
easing of visa regulations, re-
%l_lu transit arr ements, in
the context of developing an
Eastern sub-regional coopera-
tion, involving Nepal, Bhutan,
India and B adesh and es-
tablishing links with Myan-
mar, Southwest China and
South East Asia.

At yesterday's Som-
nath Chaterjee reaffirmed Gu-
gal's osition on Indo-

angladesh relations and in-
formed the participants that
there is a broad-based support
in West Bengal as well as in In-
dia for enhancing Indo-Bang-
ladesh cooperation and that t
Chief Minister of West Bengal,
Jyoti Basu, was particularly
committed to improving re-
lations with Bangladesh.
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Shibir calls
hartal in CoX’s

Bazar today
From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Sept 8: The Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir (ICS). the
student of the Jamaat-e-
Islami, has called a day-long
hartal here tomorrow to protest

the killing of its activist, Jainal
Abedin Chowdhu The ICS
has also dacmandeIJImmedintc

arrest of the killers.

Jainal was killed and eight
others were injured on Sat
when Bangladesh Chhatra

League (BCL) workers allegedly
opened fire on E;Em in the
ises
about 35 km from hﬂ'e.w:::ul-
| has been closed for an in-
definite ‘:-rnud
The ICS announced their
five - day programme including
hartal at a news conference at
the local Press Club toda
Meanwhile, Jaina
buried at his family graveyard
toda Earlier, several thou-
sand people marched through

the roads carrying the body A
lense situation was prevailing.

Attack on Noapara
camp: Police hunt
for terronsts
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 8. Police
launched a hunt to arrest the
terrorists who attacked the po
lice camp at Noapara village
under Raozan on Thursday and
to recover the 9 looted rifles.

So [ar, police picked up 21
suspects nﬂgr raiding Noapara
and other surrounding villages
of Raozan but could not recover
the looted arms.

Police officials here said
three separate teams were con-
stituted to step up the drive for
arresting those terrorists and
recovering the arms.

A member of the Ansars was
killed and another injured
when armed terrorists number-
ing 50 launched a commando-
style attack with sophisticated
weapons including LMG at Noa-

para camp on Thursday after-
noonmn.

Flood situation
in Kushtia
improves

was

" From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Sept 8: The flood
situation in Kushtia district
has improved further with con-
tinued fall in water levels in the
Ganges and Gorai.

e river Ganges was flow-
ing 8 centimeters above the
tanger mark at 6 am today
while the river Gorai 31 cen-
tiuneters below the danger mark
at 6 pm.

According to the District
Administration, 13455 families
compri 60,570 people in 5
thanas of the district are
affected by flood and erosion
while 8 n lost their lives.
About 8210 acres of crop land
have been fully and 2695 acres
partially damaged. A total of
8868 houses are fully while
5785 houses partially damaged.
Nearly 19 educational Institu-
tions are partially damaged.

The district administration
has requested the rnment
to sanction 150 m tons of rice,
150 m tons of wheat, 5 lakh
taka as cash . 3 lakh Taka
as house building grant, 1000

eces of sarees and lu and

20 bundles of CI sheet after as-
sessing the extent of damages
caused by flood and erosion.
The government has mean-
while, sanctioned 30 m tons of
rice, 100 pieces of sarees and
100 pieces of lungees.

Meanwhile, water borne dis-
eases have broken out in the
flood affected areas.

Shahjadpur College
reopens amid

fresh violence

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 8: Shah
jadpur Government College re-
opened on Saturday amid fresh
violence between the two rival
student groups. reports UNB.

After a six-day closure, the
authorities took the initiative
to re-open the college which was
closed following a trouble over
hanging a portrait of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

Immediate after a reopening
the college in the presence of
lice, the ruling party's student
front Chhatra League and pro-
BNP Chhatra Dal locked in
clashes that left four students

injured.

2 electrocuted
in Jhalakathi

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 8: Two were
electrocuted at Krishnakathi
village under sadar thana of
Jhalakathi district this morn-
ing.
Police and witnesses said,
Sgtd Sheikh, 35, and Mostafa,
32, were wurlcln%]?n a bridge at
Krishnakathi. ey came in

contact with the h vol
132 kv overhead l’i‘v]; el«gﬁ

line through a big bam-
boo, they were on their
shoulders to the site. died

on the spot. - -

Private housing finance

company launched

By Staff Correspondent

A private housing finance

company, mainly for the mid-
dle in the country,
was

Formation of the
Deita BRAC Housing
Corporation Ltd — was an-
nounced at a press conference at

that this was for the first time a
company was formed to

%nﬂdﬂkclmmlo:m

The company jointly formed
Deita Life Insurance Company.
Bangladesh Rural Advance-
ment Committee (BRAC) and
Green Delta Insurance Com-
Fra.n?v will start providing loan
acilities within the next two
months, he said

The authorised capital of the
company is Tk 50 crore and
paid up capital is Tk 10 crore. It
will go for raising capital of Tk
two and a half crore by floating
uh;ﬂ:l in th;c stock market
within a . nted out.

Abul all AM]::?‘HUML for-
mer minister and executive di-
rector of the company. an-

swered different from
newsmen. Executive Director of

' BRAC Fazle Hossen Abed. Kazi

Betagi TNO
office

ransacked

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Sept 8: The stu-
dents of Betagi High School
ransacked the office and the
residence of the TNO of Betagi
under of Barguna district this
morning.

They also ransacked the
Thana Parishad office and
some other offices. Local people

claimed that the property
worth Tk 2 lakh was damaged
in the three-hour long ram :

Witnesses said, the students
became violent after the publi-
cation of a leaflet

against the headmaster of
the school AKM Amzad Hos-
sain.

The students that the
leaflet was supplied from the
TNO office.

At least 10 people, three of
them office ns and 7 stu-
dents were injured.

Earlier, a month ago, a

leaflet the TNO was pub-
lished.
The Deputy Commissioner

and the Police Super of Barguna
district visited Betagi today.

All officers and emp s of
Betagi thana abstained from
duty loday in protest against
the incident.

Dhaka elected

From Page 1

the NAM p for socio-
economic and political eman-
cipation of the people of its
member countries.

It has also been supporting
the establishment of a new
world information and com-
munication order, he added.

Prof Sayeed said the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has been attach-
ing top priority to information
as an essential tool of democ-
racy and vehicle for develop-
ment.

He called upon the NAM
countries to m a hard en-
deavour to provide the world
with full, factual and objective
coverage of important interna-
tional developments.

He reiterated that Bangla-
desh, as an active member of
NAM, is firmly resolved to
make its own modest contri-
bution to attain the cherished
objectives.

Meanwhile, Prof Abu Sayeed
met with the Information Min-
isters of Syria, Iraq, Bahrain,
Uganda, Malaysia, North Korea
and Nigeria and discussed mat-
ters of bilateral interests.

He also met with the Nige-
rian Minister for Women and
Social Development and Minis-
ter for Science and Technology.

Iraq warms

From Page 1
by name.

Omani Foreign Minister
Yussef lban Alawi Abdallah
said the Gulf states were also at
odds with the United States
over its missile strikes on Iraq.
in retaliation for an Iraqgi rai
into a Kurdish 'safe haven' on

al
e GCC groups Saudi Ara-
bia with Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates,

Meanwhile. the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) an-
nounced today that rival Kur-
dish guerillas backed by Iragi
government troops had cap-
tured the northern Iragi town
of Koi Sanjaq near the border
with Iran.

The PUK, in a statement re-
ceived here, said it had lost the
town of some 80,000 people to
an offensive by and
fighters from the urdis-

tan Democratic Party (KDP).

Koi aq is the main town
on a road to the north-
ern Iraqi town of Sulaya-

maniyah, the last remaining
stronghold in the region of the
PUK.

Fazlur Rahman of Delta Life,
S
pany in
Chnwdhuml.mgn.lch Ah-
h mwtr: also the
ury present at
press conference.
Muhit said that the
rate of interest on loans from

the co was not fixed as
yet, it be fixed on the ba-
sis of project cost and of

repayment but it might not be
more than 14

cent.
I[nitially. financing pro-
gramm:‘u{nr building houses

will start in the city. it would be
expanded t the coun-
try gradually.
It was said at the conference
that the t:ll:»l:nlpl.rljlr would try to
arity

ensure regu in loan re-
payment. u the interest of
investors in the sector

and minimise the loan *
ing culture.’

16 hurt 1n cocktail

blasts at B’Bana
From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Sept 8: At
least 16 were . §ix

injured
of them critically, when mﬂ:ﬂ.lp
in

of youths
the Kandi Para area of the town

at about 6:30 pm today.

Police sources said that the
cocktails were exploded in the
area by a group led by one Em-
ran as a segquel to ri-
valry with another group for
maintaining supremacy over
the area. None was arrested in
this connection till writing of

the report last night.

Maid commits
suicide 1n city
By Staff Correspondent
A maid, aged about 11, re-
rtedly committed suicide at

orth Kafrul under Canton-

ment thana in the city yester-
day, police said.
Momina, who was

_in the house of one -

was found hanging from a ceil-
ing fan when a family member
entered the room

cide, police added quoting the
family members.

The Cantonment thana po-
lice took the body to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) for autopsy. She hailed
from Daudkandi.

An unnatural death case has
been filed with Cantonmen
thana. -

Aid Club meet
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proposals. The government
earlier made a for ex-
tending the J . which re-
mained stalled since 1994.

The government side will
commit that p:it;lﬂcbtm:rﬂﬂp
of jute mills '‘progres-
siv'l:ly' reduced from 15,800
looms to 4,000 looms ﬁ
down and pﬂvatl.l:ll! dﬂtdig
mills s in fi 1996-97.

It will also pledge that 11
Euhlic sector textile mills will

e privatised this year and
9,000 employees from the public
sector textile mills will be
reduced.

Regarding the energy sector,
the government is to
apprise the donors about the re-
cent initiatives including new
energy policy focu on pri-
vate investment in power
and gas sectors.

On privatisation, the gov-
ernment will express its com-
mitment to strengthen the Pri-
vatisation Board.

About the B Steel
and Engineering Corporation
(BSEC), the government will
apprise the donors that invest-
ment for a high 'mlﬁe cable
and conductor manufacturing
plant will be made and the
BMRE of six units of BCIC will
also be undertaken.

The donors are likely to in-
sist on accelerated . rate
since the t rate of growth
is too Iw%mmak: a dent on the

verty level. The donors are
ikely to press for apc.tdinﬁ uR
the reforms without whic
growth will stall. I o

Drastic im €
guality and :gﬂiem:y of public
sﬁcnding will be asised in
the meeting as the World Bank's
report resented poor aid utili-
sation capacity of the govern-
ment and questioned the qual-
ity of the development pro-
gramme,

Gowda 1nvites
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Mukherjee MP.

The members of Lok Shava
said West Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu to see a better
relation between the two neigh-
bours. Jyoti Basu is also plan-
ning to visit adesh at a
convenient time, said.

Bangladesh Minis-
ter Abdus Samad Azad, State
Minister for Fm Affairs
Abul Hasan Ch ury, For-
eign Secretary Farooq Sobhan,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Syed Ahmed,
Indian Foreign Secretary
Salman Haidar and Indian
High Commissioner Lo
Bangladesh Dev Mukherjee

were present.



