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Graf, fighter
to the core

NEW YORK. Sept 8 (Reuter).
World number one Steffi Graf
centinues to astonish even
those closest te her with an

ll‘ll.lll’l,‘ ability to keep win-
hir world

is fi
Once on Sat Lll!
two after start of her father's

trial on tax evasion charges in

Gral managed to
e e
to advance to her fourth
consecutive US final.
“How she and pulls it to-
her... if | the recipe |

would be the greatest coach in
the world,” Graf's coach, Heinz
Gunthardt, said with wonder
and admiration.

The trial began on Thursday
with the tennis superstar's fa-

ther fadnﬁ a possi 10 years
in convicted.

she can't get her
head together on the court. Five
minutes she will hit well and
she then will hit it all over the
Flncc. It makes it difficult
or her to practice,” Gunthardt
said. ally
“ am unusu somebody
that starts well from the -
ning on so that is not m
acter,” admitted Graf,

char-
had

to stave off five set points in the |

first set against Hingis.
"Hﬂtmtnfﬂmsttpoints

she saved can you n.a)r she
t from " said un-
thardt. "You can't sa]r Hingis
choked.
"At crunch time Steffi
knuckled down. That's the
mark of a champion.”

Hingis beot
to run rings
round oldies

NEW YORK. Sept 8 (AFP):
Martina Hingis may still be
looking forward to her 16th

. but her run to the US
Open semifinals showed she
has the mind of a tennis veteran
and more, the shots to match.
i 8, BB
i t'&mﬁ? that e
ve young
}:::_Jm the net.” world number
one Steffi Graf said after she
halted ' run on Saturday.
. who defeated third-
Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario of Spain and seventh-
seeded Czech Jana Novotna to
reach her first Grand Slam
semifinal. was confident the
day would come when she could
put together enough victories
over top players to win a major
title.

"l think now is every tour-

nammt there will be more and

r."rl like them, espe-
cinﬂy if | play like this tour-
uh:l Hingis. who

30. "t is

W7

neniaherll:kufpu'cr tl
lmrklnﬁ on increasing her

But her more experienced
rivals say that even without a
big serve or a big shot, she's a
threat because of her court
sense and skill.

“You ﬂn be i

ingis, who turned
October of 1994,
1995 Grand Slam
trip to the gquart

Australian ,

FBI keeping
evidence under
lock & key

ATLANTA. Sept A: Informa-
tion the FBl used to obtain
search warrants in the investi-
ation of the Olympic park
et the Sseriemes Yoas: e
use | no
desire to spotlight anyone in
the investigation,” a federal
pru-ucutur said Friday, reports

pro in
her
ar with a
nals at the

s for Atlanta security

Jewell hand gone
mmmmmmml
to disclose the information

NEW YORK.
easy. It
expected.

No. 1|
Graf and No 1
Monica Seles are

®

meeti

familiar ring, report agencies.
While the two are co-ranked

No 1 in the world, Graf is the top
seed in the US Open, while Seles

STEF FI (.rRAF

is seeded No 2. No matter. They
wound up where everyone ex-
pected them to, in the final, for
the second straight year.

Graf, the defending cham-
pion advanced with a 7-5, 6-3
victory Saturday over 15-year-
old Martina leligla of Switzer-
land. Seles defeated fourth-
seeded Conchita Martinez 6-4,

Sept 8 : It was nol
was

Steffi

for the title. It has a

6-3 before rain halted play on
Friday.

Ciral preyed on Hingis' inex-
perience early with some dis-

drop :hoti and tactics

%ﬂm leave the 16th seed
flat- in mid-court.

But it was Hingis, who beat
Graf earlier this year in Rome,

who came up with the first ser-
vice break for a 5-3 edge as the

German a 40-0 lead
on a string of overhit forehands
and a backhand error.

The Swiss held her first set
point while serving for the set
in the next Game, but Hingis
belted a forehand into the net
and threw her racket in disgust.
A backhand wide on the next

wint had the emotional teen
her racket off Lhe

unc
court a missed volley gave
Graf the :

Hingis gave Graf all she
could handle in the next game

as the German was forced to
fend off four more set points be-
fore holding for 5-5.

Hingis dropped the next

%ame and Graf quickly went up
0-0 when serving for the set.

Graf needed only one set
point, and perhaps she was pic-
turing the prosecutor who is
trying to kccp her father behind
bars when she unleashed an
explosive forehand into the
corner to take the set.

On a roll now, Graf broke
Hingis to open the second set
and held to win her sixth con-
secutive ;

Eut ingis did not fold. re-
ing to keep it close as she
B-E twu br points in the
seventh game to pull within 4-3,
after which both players left the
court to change their sweat-
soaked outfits.

Hingis took her time, keep-
ing Graf waiting, and the top
seed made her pay for it by win-
mnF the next game for 5-3 and.,
building a quick 0-40 lead on
Hingis serve.

Again, the holder of 20 ma-

jor titles jum on her first
chance to end t. drawing Hlngl
toward the net before belti
I::erfect forehand pass down

for victory.

Afterward, Graf was asked
how to it had been to keep
her focus on tennis with her
father on trial, facing a 10-year
prison sentence on tax evasion

cheu}:s.
"Pretty difficult.” she said.

GrafF ts playing in her fourth
consecutive US n final, in-
cluding two against Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario, a win in 1993
and a loss in 1994. Graf's first
iwo US Open titles came in
1988-89.

It will be Graf-Seles' 12th ca-
reer meeting, with Graf holding
a 7-4 lead, including last year's
US Open, when she posted a 7-6
(8-6), 0-6, 6-3 victory.

also are meeting in the
usual spot; the final.

Only in their first two meet-
ings in 1989 — the French
semifinals and the fourth-
round at Wimbledon — have
they played before the title
match.

At 27, Graf is five years older
than Seles, but between them
they have dominated women's
lennis in recent years.

Graf is seeking her sixth
consecutive Grand Slam tour-
nament title and has a 41-
match Grand Slam streak going
into Sunday's final. The Open
era record is held by Martina
Navratilova, who won 45 con-
secutive Grand Slam tourna-
ment matches between 1983-84.

The last time Graf lost a
Grand Slam tourmament match
was two years ago in the US
Open final to Sanchez-Vicario.

She won her 100th singles ti-
tle at Wimbledon in July. That
also was her Zﬂth Grand Slam
Eh]}i,lEE crown, surpassing Helen
Wills Moody lu takﬂ sole pos-
session of second place on the
career list behind Margaret
Smith Court's 24.

Sport

Familiar foes in the final

Graf also won the Frmch
?}p&n this year after ski
the ﬁustra an Do‘!:rcn while rc-

S-eleu wnn thr. Auutrnllnn
Open, her first Grand Slam
tournament title since return-
ing to tennis. She was stabbed
by a spectator during at tour-
nament in Humhm}. rmany,
in April 1993 and didn't return
to the sport until August 1995,

MONICA SELES
Before she was stabbed, Seles

was dominant, seven
of nine Grand Slam tourna-
ments from the 1991 Aus-
tralian Open through the 1992
Australian Open. Only at Wim-
bledon did she l'alter during
that stretch — not playing in
1991 and falling to GrJ the
1992 final.

NEW YORK. Sept
8: World number-
one and defending
champion Peic
Sampras choked
away one match
point and wasted
three more on Saturday before
defeating Goran Ivanisevic in
four sets to reach the US Open
final, report agencies.

Despite the hiccough, Sam-
pras beat the fourth-seeded
Croatian 6-3. 6-4. 6-7 (9/11). 6-3
to keep alive his hope of win-

his first Grand Slam title

In Eglﬁna] he'll face second-
seeded compatriot Michael
Chang, who defeated sixth-

fellow American Andre
Agassi 6-3, 6-2, 6-2.
Sampras won the first two

Etu in uut 59 mlnutca‘pm
Eu-

d ampras
lnnknd Ilk: wra 8 up
quickly when h: lnu lead
with his service to ::om:

First Ivanisevic beat him
with a two-handed passing
shot. Then Sampras double
faulted.

He hit a forehand to let
Ivanisevic knot the score at 6-6.
then Ivanisevic hit a runnin
forehand winner to give himsel|
a set point.

Sampras saved that with an
ace, then lvanisevic netted a
service return to give Sampras a
fourth match point, which
Ivanisevic saved with a volley
winner for 8-8,

Sampras saved one more set
point with an ace for 9-9 before
lvanisevic finally put together

two ts in a row.
games in

first couple of
the fourth set. | couldn't believe
| was still there,” Sampras said.

"I wasn't mad at myself |
was a little bit rattled. | couldn't
believe what was ha

Sampras finally eci-
sive break for 5- 3 in lhl: fourth
and served out for the match.

Ivanisevic, who had made it
past the lourth round of the US
Open for the first Uume in eight
attempts, said he couldn't have
done any more.

‘| gave everything | could
and it was not e h." said
Ivanisevic, who 30 aces
but couldn't convert any of his

*

Pelv Sumpras ol the

l'nited Statea exults after his

nerve-racking four-set victory over big-serving Croatian
Goran Ivanisevic in the semifinals of the US Open at the

Flushing Meadows, New York,

on Sept 7. The world

number one gritty American faces compatriot second seed

Michael Chang in the final

three break chances

Chang's progress past a lack
lustre Agassi was smooth as
glass

Today things jusl
seemned (o click for e Chang
sdid "l've been playing some ol
my best lennis throughout the
tournament! and Lthings really

really

AFP/UNB photo

el into place toda

Despite his number two seed-
g Chang said he felt like an
uniderdog against Lhe sixth-
seeded Agassl, who has two
runner-up finishes here (o go
with his victory in 1994

"Even though Andre has
dropped in the rankings |

Goran, e sent tumbl]ng

think I was the underdog,”
Chang said.

"He's won here and he has a
mnumi record against me. |
think that made me more re-
laxed.”

Chang clinched victory with
his 16th ace. but Agassi said it
was his inability to punish
Chang's second serve that really
cost him the match.

“If 1 could have hurt his sec-
ond serve early in the match.
that would have had a big im-
pact on his service games.

"I felt flat.” he said. "1 missed
a lot of second serve returns. |
felt like | was 40 per cent of the
Flayer that I ha?t been. | never
ound my :

The irony there
Agassi had been searc
hiu all year and tho

been located in tht.
ﬂl mpics, where he won the

medal. On Saturday, at a
mnut crucial time. it vaninhcd
again,

Agassi has been on a up-and-
down ride all year.

He played well in the Aus-
tralian Open and at San Jose,
California. then stru . los-
ini to ordinary players like
Luke Jensen at Memphis. Ten-
nessee, Alberto Costa at Monte
Carlo, Chris Woodruff in the
French Open. Doug Flach at
Wimbledon and Patrick Rafter
at Washington.

Then in the Olym
swept to the gold medal.

is that
for

ics, he
adding

a new dimension to a career '

that already boasts three Grand
Slam wins, He used the momen-
tum from Atlanta to win a fol-
low up tournament in Cincin-
nati and seemed on top of his
game at the Open.

And then In Saturday's
semifinals, nothing.

"Not a great year,” he said,
Ol C has added to my
raranP: tgglf feel bad about this
year based on that alone. That
doesn't mean that | don't feel |
should have had a better year. |
wanted to do much better in the
Slams.”

Agassi reached the semis at
Australia but was out of the
French n in the second
round and eliminated at Wim-
bledon in the first. The US Open
was a significant | ovement,
but he was not able to sustain it.

The searches were conducted as
Jewell became the focus of
scrutiny by the international
news media after law enforce-
ment umm.a,ll named him as a

Kent Alexander

ernment's response, which also
was sealed.

"This is an
plicated investigation, inmlv

ing hundreds of witnesses
around the and thou-
sands of pieces evidence

ﬁ
!
:

in learning

tutional rights were viclated

an search. .
It was not clear

when the US District Court

would rule.

THE US OPEN NOTEBOOK

IT'S MORE THAN

A MERE FINAL
NEW YORK. Sept B
(AP} The US
men's singles fi
nal will deter-
mine the world's
Hlo. l-ranked
ayer,

I Iup—aeﬂL:lFFett Sampras

defeats Michael C to win

his second straight at the
National Tennis Center he will

. retain his No. 1

By reaching the final,
Chang, seeded second has
mov ahead of Austria's
Thomas Muster, who was
ranked No. 2 in the world. If he
wins Sunday's title match
Chang would rise to No. 1, Sam-

as would drop to No. 2 and

would be No_ 3.

HINGIS MAKES
A MOVE

Mictin s of S

tzerland

Hﬂhtl'lu"mgl:n the WTA Tour

when the ter-

tl‘,.'dliltil Mon-

it will be a career high for
thelﬁ—yur-oid

To gain a Lmnu'ﬂnalhu-th

Pete Sampras has been
awarded the inaugural Heine-
ken Star Award for the
outstanding si s perfor-
mance at the US . as voted

by the media

Sampras earned the award
for the grit, determination and
ability to lift the level of his
play | from behind 1o

eal Alex Corretja of Spain 1n
their five-set quarterfinal
match

Tom Gulliksorn accepted the
award on behalf of Sampras — a
3.000 dollars donation to the
Tim and Tom Gullikson Foun
datmn The presentation was

Hlfﬂatl Foley. presi-
dtm a.nd chief executive officer
of Heineken USA, prior to Sat
urdai s semifinal matches
1 also accepted a crys-

tal star lruphj" that will go to
Sampras.

WINNERS ALL

The four men's semifinalists
who Saturday have won
11 rand Slam lournament
SiI titles among them

etle Sampras has won
seven, including three US
Opens. Andre Agassi has won
three. incl the 1994 US
. Michael Chang's lone
Grand Slam tournament tri-
umph was at the 1989 French

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia
has never won a Grand Slam
singles title, although he

reached the final twice both
times at Wimhb' - 1992
and 1994,

AN EASY RIDING.

This was the first time in the
era and the first time
since 1964 that three players

reached the men's singles semi-
liials without having 1o beat a
steded player

Fete Sampras, Michael
Chang and Goran Ivanisevic all
had their road 1o the semis
cased by upsets:

FERNANDEZ
AWARDED

For her sportsmanship.
manners and spirit of coopera-
tion. Mary Joe Fernandez be:
came the 11th recipient ol the
Sarah Palfrey Danzing Award
at the International Club black-
tie dinner this weelk .

Germany lord
over Poland

ZABRZE (Poland), Sept 8
Gcrm:ldyneaﬂly beat Poland 2-0
on Wednesday in a friendly,
their first match since their Eu-

ropean Championship victory
in June, Reuter.

Ofliver Birthoff. who scored a
late equaliser and the winner
against the Czechs in the Euro
96 final, headed in the game's
| st goal in the 2Bth minute

im a floating centre pass by

idficlder Christian Ziege

Klinsmann, who went un-
noticed for most of the game.
pourided Thomas Hessler's vol-
E:Lc‘ ross past Polish goalkeeper

€] Szczesny form about six
metres out, just minutes from
full time

|

Norris, Trinidad

defend crowns

LAS VEGAS, Sept 8. Ter
Norris andh'.l:cl;lx Trinidad di
everything t crowd.

m:-rl: and both de-
fended their titles within the
distance Saturday night, domi-
nating their opponents in ts
that could showcase a
between the boxers sometime
next year, reports AP.

Both fights, however, ended
with boos cascading from the
crowd at the MGM Grand Gar-
den, the majority of whom
tho t the referees acted too
quickly in stopping the bouts
against game but outclassed op
ponents.

“You're in here to t until
you die.” Alex Rios protested af-
ter referee Mills Lane st
his junior middleweight fight

nst Norris at 2: of the
fifth round.

While Rios sank to his knees
in protest after Lane moved in
Lo stop the t, Ray Lovato ac-
cepted his h-round loss to
Trinidad with more resigna-
uﬂnf thought

i it was a
too soon and | thought | was
vn " Lovato said. "But he's

ﬂ|,hu-:r | take nothing

iﬂ%

rris hit H.'Iol with almost
every punch he had before a six-
punch combination that put
Rios into tlke ropes prompted
Lant lo step in and stop the

Tnnldld made I't an even 30
in wins and a perfect 10 in title
defenses by stopping Lovato at
1:57 of the sixth round to retain
his IBF welterweight title.

It's Damel- Ludmﬂla S

Daruel Kumcn of
" Kenya and Lud-
milla Engquist of
Sweden captured
the last major

honours of a mo
mentous summer of athletics
on Sunday when they were
crowned the overall winners at
the Grand Prix final, reports
Reuter.

Komen, 20, followed up his
world record 3,000 metres last
Sunday with a tactical victory
in the 5 000 metres that showed
maturity beyond his years. His
win earned him 250.000 dol-
lars—200,000 dollars for win-
ning the overall crown and
20,000 dollars for winning the
2,000 event.

Engquist completed one of
the most remarkable turn-
arounds in the sport's recent
history with her victory in the
100 metres hurdles in 12.61
seconds which guaranteed her
the women's overall title and a
similar cash windfall of
250,000 dollars.

Two years ago Engquist was
locked in a 1 battle with the
sport's authorities and was
banned from competing after a
doping ban imposed while she

| was still cnmpeting for her na-

tive Russia.

That ban was eventually cut
short by the International Am-
ateur Athletic Federation
(IAAF) last December, and since
then she has become a Swedish
citizen. won the Olympic title
and now the overall Grand Prix
title.

"It is beyond my wildest
dreams," she said, ' en I was
fighting my case and living in a
smf;:ll apartlrln:nt in Russia I
could never have i ed any-
thing like this.” agn y

Komen, who has been
Bromincnt in junior athletics,

ut made his mark as a senior
only this season, crowned a
glorious week in which he
smashed Noureddine Morceli's
3,000 world record in Rieti,
Italy, last Sunday with a vic-
tory over another of the year's
emerging stars, Salah Hissou of
Morocco. the new 10,000 world
record holder,

Komen clocked an electrify-

ing 55 seconds for the first lap
of his 5,000 and then traded

laces with Hissou over the last
000 metres before br

away with 300 metres to run
and coming home in 12 minutes
52.38 seconds.

Hissou was second in

12:54.83 and the win was worth
an extra 100,000 dollar to the
Kt:‘;yan If he had finished sec-

in his race, Britain's

Jonathan Edwards would have
taken the overall title because
he won the triple jump and that
would have

given him more
ints in the overall rankings

an Komen. Edwards took sec-

ond place overall with prize
mon of 150,000 dollars.

ough Komen and En-

uist emerged as the biggest

ners of the day, the out-

standing performance of the

meet came from 38- old
Merlene Ottey of Jamaica who
lifted herself into second

on the all-time list of women
sprinters when she won the 100
metres in 10.74 seconds.

The only woman ever to run
faster is Florence Griffth
Joyner who clocked f{our
quicker limes in 1988 when she
sel the current world record of
10.49 seconds.

Ottey's time was the fastest
run since Griffth Joyner
clocked 10.62 in a qualilying
round on her way to winning
the Olympic title in 1988 and
Ottey was ted afterwards.

at is the fastest I have
ever run and I felt so good today.
I had really worked hard for
this race and felt I would win
it.”

Not only was her time im-
pressive but also the stg: of her
victory. Trailing lympic
champion Gail Devers until
around the BO metre mark she
blazed past the American in the
last few strides to earn herself
150,000 dollars in prize money

fv ﬂnishing second in the over-
all

standings.

Michael Johnson, who be-
came the first man to win an
Olympic 200-400 double in At-
lanta and also set two world 200
mntul ramrdl thil I‘IIIIIIIEI.",

Jamaica's evergreen

sprinter

Merlene Qttey

acknowledges crowd's applause after winning 100 m at
the JAAF Grand Prix in Milan on Sept 7. Ottey, now 36,
recorded the second fastest time (10.74 seconds) on her

way to win gold.

— AFP/UNB photo

mr the fall

 igh _hopes

The Burily Star 11

Morceli was ou
the home stm.:gh by Hicham el
Guerroudj Morocco, the

-um Conso-
in the
Olympic 1,500 metre final
which cost hlm a medal.

It was Morceli's first defeat
over 1,500 metres or a mile in
56 races since 1992, a signal
that his position as the best dis-

tance runner in the world is
now under serious threat.

Nebiolo keeping

fingers crossed

MILAN, Sept 8. World athlet-
ics chief Primo Nebiolo called
nan Michael Johnson and other
lggl athletes on Friday to show
their true strength to
the solidarity meﬁl?g i%m gg’m
jevo.

Johnson, the centre of at-
tention after his 200m/400m
Olympic double, had ]ﬂ:t to
make up his mind Friday
noon whether he would gn to th:
Bosnian capital after the Grand
Prix finals on Saturday.

Johnson told AFP: "1 still
}:l;d‘ﬂﬂl't decided yet, but I hope to

a

N:biuln. whose Interna-
tional Amateur Athletic Feder-

ation is organisi rt
for athletes to from

! , made it clear he hoped thc
would decide to come.

"1 hope so,"” said the Italian.
"We will not oblige anybody.
Who is strong and brave will
come. Who have does not have
these feelings will stay at
home."”

Asked about speculation
that as athletes were reticent to
make the trip, he said: "I'm con-
fident it's not just non-Ameri-
cans who will have the courage
to go.

% think 80 per cent of those
in Milan will go, 1 trust the
courage and dedication of the
athletes.”

Nebiolo said there was a
simple to be sent by the
solidarity event.

"In life, we must live in
friendship and peace.,” he said.
“This is very important. We are
giving our modest contribution
to fﬂi:ndship and peace between

e
Mufid Memija, secretary
Fem:ra.l of the Sara evo organis-
comimnittee, said: "l was just
alking to Johnson and his
managl:r and I was surprised
how suspicious they were.

"They wanted to know if
there will be metal detectors at
the stadium — there will be at
every entrance — and what the
feeling in Sarajevo was towards
Americans.”

Johnson aside, Memija had
for the meeting at
capacity -stadivm,
rebuilt with muney the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee and the IAN.

"In 1984, Sarajevo hosted
the Winter Olympics, and it was
the biggest event in the history
of Bonsali-.

"As much as the Olympics
meant, [ think this event
more importance for the people
of our country.

"Aside from the physical
benefits and the rebuilding of
the Chose Stadium, it is a t-
ical project — a threshold be-
hind which there was war, cru-
elty and devastation.

"At the same time, it is a
threshold that holds out

rospects for reconstruction,
or and for development.
Sarajevo today is a peaceful
town and we are every-
thing for the security of every
participant.

"Excitement and joy are the
feelings of our people and ev-
eryone who come to Sarajevo
on Monday will feel the special
atnmsphcr:

tpaced over

story beckons Ferguson

LONDON. Sept 8
IAFP): For Alex
Ferguson it is "the
right challenge at
the right time " a

- " once-in-a-life
time W'lndow of opportunity to
puit the seal of greastness of his
nkinagerial career

Manchester United venture
back iniio the Chmpions League
against holders Juventus nt:xt
week at last free from crip
shackles on selection a
couraged by home help.

Fergie knows he will never
have a better chance to grasp
the prize which will place him
alongside the late Sir Matt
Busby in the Old Trafford pan-
theon

From next season. bizarely,
LUEFA are preparcd wo extend
invitations to club with pedi-
gree but no title,

S0 the chance to become the
last champions of champions is
all the more enticing for a club
whose soul has been inexorably
entwined with this competition
since the Munich air disaster of
1958,

Two nineties crusades have
ended in the kind of humilia-
tion which has become ritual
for English clubs were once they

dominated — triumphs be-
tween United first in ] and
Liverpool's fourth 16 years
later.

But Pat Crerand. a member
of Busby's trailblazers says: "We
will see the best of United this
time — thanks to the Bosman
ruling.

"It has become they holy
grail, not just of Fergie but for
all our supporters”

"Matt was just as obsessive
about {t, because If you win it
you are the best.

He spent a long time pursu-
ing it and when we did it ngunll
Benfica, well. think about you
wildest bream. that's how we all
felt. Elation unbounded. That's
how Fergie nnd the boys will
feel if they do it '

United are the flagship
renovated national prldc pull
Euro '96, but must negotiate a
dangerous course via Vienna
and, again Istanbul. But the big
rocks lurk next week in Turin.

The Italians have hazared
their crown by scrapping the
team that beat favourites Ajax
last May in a 40 million pounds
summer frenzy.

Rejects Gianluca Vialli and
Fabrizio Ravaneli now grace
Lthe English Premiership. con-
erstone defender Pietro Vier-
chowood has been sold to Peru-
gia and midfielder Paulo Sousa
to Borusia Dortmund while
Sheffield Wednesday target At-
lilio Lombardo languishes in
the reserves.

Executive vice-president
Roberto Bettega goalscoring
hero ol the seventies had in-
vested in what he will be
a more durable side for coach
Marcello Lippi.

Croat striker Alen Boksic,
French Maestro Zinedine Zi-
dane and Uruguayan defender
Paolo Montero, the son of sev-
eniies star Julio, have arrived
along with striker Christian
Vieri. And tycon Gianni Ageili
is still in pocket on the deals.

Ferguson admits: "They're a
better them than last year, def-
initely Boksic is a top pla
and they've brought in
(from Atlanta) who is a big,

werful forward. If anything

's i th:ir att

"Their quality is ‘their
power — they :Im
ered Ajax. particularly in Il'u.'
first-half. ere is a British-

ness about them too. By next
Wednesday 1 will make sure my
players know exactly what they
are fnﬂ(r#.

ﬂnll t;uno lkm :‘Il".’ faces In
Jordi Cruyfl, Kare '
the Impresive Norweglans a
Gunner Solksjacr and Ronny
Johnsen.

This time only Keane's
recuperation shou vent
them felding their strongest

side, with French genius Eric

Cantona having been cleared to
after it was originally

play

thought he would be suspended.
In addition, each of Eng-

land's cruu—chann:l sides have

been granted tion to the
third-round umm Coca-

-

Cola Cup. This could help pre-
vent a repetition of last year's
debacle.

That had less to with talent

and ter:hnlﬂ::e as tactics. Unit-
ed's win in Cup Winners' Cu
in 1991,

repeated tryﬂ:rll:n
two years ago, proves poten-
tial remains to restore a tradi-
tion which brought 22 trophies

mwﬂmﬂppenod during the
exile is that the continental
game moved on and few man-
agers have had the

of George Graham for the mor-
dant approach needed to sur-
vive and .

Frank Clark disciplined
Nottingham Forest's approach
last season and it was no coin-
cidence that they prospered
where Kevin Keegan's gung ho
Newcastle flopped. going
against all their manager
learned during his Liverpool
heyda

Clnf-k says: "Our poky was
not to go bull-at-a- hr

sides we knew
k the ball.
panicked about
only

e never

I’lmﬂn;wrhmne
and we were

as much as

by a small
we needed, even at the City

at

prepared to

Ground. We were and dis-
ciplined and did ourselves
“But there's no se-

cret we just played to our
strength and that as a long For-
est tradition in mttu o BN
Just as in ng
days of the late fifties and six-
ties most clubs learn in the
A& sgpach MG T
ra sa
the uqhhu“.i'““m Henfica
gave his side in 1991



