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Solving Water Issue

Indian External Affairs Minister | K Gujral has
been categorical about reaching an accord with
Bangladesh on sharing the Ganges water before the
next lean season. The Indian minister's affirma-
tion that he is fully alive to Bangladesh's concern
and also endorses its positior\ on the matter is
quite reassuring. To quote hirn, "India is deter-
mined to solve the water issue. We will not let you
down." One only understand: from this that
Bangladesh's requirement for warer will be met.

What is even more reassuring i3 the fact that the,
bilateral efforts for a solution to the water problem
have the backing of political will from both sides.
It is exactly at this point that we ha.ve reasons to be
optimistic about early and satisfa ctory resolution
of this outstanding problem. Notw.thstanding our
optimism we would like to point out that much
work remains to be done before an accord is signed.
After all. the technical and finer details will be
worked out at the level of experts. Pasit experiences
show that an agreement gets stalled when lengthy
debates ensue over technical details.

Let us hope that the congenial environment cre-
political will demonstrated at a high

level on both sides will have a positive bearing on
sal of the experts now. This
should, as a matter of fact, help overcome any
stumbling-block faced while sorting out {he nitty-
gritties.

Of major significance

ated by the
the work at the dispo

is the Indian coalition
government's attitude towards its neighbours. We
notice with pleasure a major shift — obviously for
the better — in Indian attitude, particularly in case
of Bangladesh. We, in Bangladesh, appreciate the
new spirit amply manifest through the exchange of
good-will visits between highr officials and 1ninis-
ters of the two countries. Now the need is to’ pursue
the spirit to its logical end. The new-found attitude
of understanding and co-operation has to be teinded
further to take Indo-Bangla relations on
higher plane.

Sincerity Lacking

The days of universal significance have a way of
leaving behind a trail of depressing realisations in
ngladesh. World Literacy Day observed yester-
day throughout the country as elsewhere in the
world could only serve as a sad reminder of the
doldrums our education system is in. It is a no-go
situation everywhere.

While our economic and socio-political reality
does not really cffer a fertile pasture for education
to expand as quickly as one would like it to, lack of
sincerity in every rank has been subverting the
process for quite some time. The variance in the
statistics provided by the authorities at different
points of time has been guite indicative.of the in-
sincerity syndrome.

The target of raising the literacy level should be
constantly focused on the idea of helping the in-
numerable unwashed out from the dark tunnel of
prejudice and ignoramnce so that they no longer re-
main a burden and fits in automatically in the de-
‘velopmental activities for an overall upliftment of
the nation. Literacy drive would lose its goal if it
has to end in polishing up the year book of statis-
tics. Neither should it narrow its interpretation in
firing the dream of adding to the long list of inef-
fectual degree holders who have come to serve no
other purpose than increasing the burden on our
economy for all their certificates.

The Prime Minister while speaking at a recep-
tion accorded to the brilliant students of the six
secondary education boards the other day stressed
on the necessity of a pragmatic education policy.
We hope sincerity will be tiie last thing wanting in
the initiative to formulate and implement that
policy. Irrespective of the diversity in ideology all
concerned should weigh in the formation of an ed-
ucation policy which will accommodate our
dreams and aspirations by being unfailingly in
touch with the novelties of :a changing world. The
light of education has to sprigad far and wide if we
are sincere with our slogans for development. Let
sincerity roll through all the 1moves related to edu-

Sheer Delight

Sri Lanka have confirmed their status as the
world champions of one day cricket at the first
by inflicting a comprehen-
sive 50-run defeat on old foes Australia in the final
of the four-nation Singer Cup tourney last Satur-
day. It was history repeating itself in more than
one ways. As they had done earlier this year,

cation.

available opportunity

N i ant  semminar

A was hc'E.:ﬂ-:mly under
the aegis of the World

Bank on an in-house draft
aper, "Trade Policy Reform
Eur Higher Export Growth,”
with participants mairdy from
the trade-related gowernment
ministries and business
cominunity along with some
consultants who have interest
in the field. The central
question of the seminar was
whether or not Ban esh
should further liberalise Im-
worts to stimulate . B;—
1\g a provocative subject, an in-
_ t;.gmtpr debate followed
as one . However  in the
present state of a newly in-

stalled popul..l.rJowmmt in
office committ to achieving

“7 per cent rate of growth next
year'. “social justice’ and
puw:ll'ty alleviation™ by giving
"sgua rtunity to rt-
Iﬁ angp Epﬂfhlruhﬂlmun"
industries in a free market
economy’, the initiation of such
a forward looking policy debate
on trade issue is very Umely.
But whether or not it will find
rec ears at the top level of
the new government at its -
sent stage, the trade Ijl‘rl'lﬂ:l—
tion issue will have to be con-
tinuously debated and right so-
lutions will have to be found for
the country in the light of
changing global market condi-
tions as well as the internal
dynamics of industrial ad-
justment. There is a rmedﬂf:r

neral awarencss, high quality
f:cmrch to find imal solu-
tions and the willi ess (o
implement them for sheer sur-
vival of the country in the
ruthlessly compe=titive world
that is emerging. it is therefore
important to examine what has
been done so far and what needs
to be done in future.

Tariffs and Controls in

1980s

. The decade of 19808 was
marked by prohibitively high
nominal tariffs rnnglngofrnm
somewhere around 40/50 per
cent to about 150 per cent in
some cases, high quantitative
restrictions (like bans on im-
ports of some goods and limited
rmission of imports of some
other goods), tariff anomalies
(tariffs on finished goods being
lower than those on their in-
puts), and the use of tariff val-
ues which arbitrarily fix taridf
rates on some imported items
far above their invoice values.
These measures raised a hi
tarifl wall within which prices
ol outputs in the domestic mar-

ket in general became very
high. industrial mefliciencies

became rampant, and anti-ex-
port bias was built-in in the
ecnnnmyh Dfleadlng lo low raie of
ective exchange rate, poor ex-
ternal competitiveness, and
poor external reserve etc. Fur-
ther, high tariff wall encour-

aged under-invoici of im-
ports and
ing-in of m: especi l

w -

om India [with the cnnuc}:
quence that h deficits devel-
oped in both o and unof-

ficial trade). It also gave rise to
a situation of "water in the tar-
iff’ (domestic A prices being
" lower than duty-tax-paid prices
of imported products due to
smu under-invoicing
of imported products) implying
redundancy in tariffs in some
cases. These led to low quality
domestic products compared to

high quality imported products.
There was hardly any doubt

that there was a need for drastic
change in the tariff structure.
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Sir, We are so happy to hear

that the infamous Indemnity -

Ordinance that blocks the trial
‘of killers of the fi father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman saﬂ be
ed by Jatiya a
;Eh[:]ue;il: nh:lzjﬂrit}'. S’I‘?‘?cg Indem-
nity Ordinance is definitely a
black law. This law is totally
t the spirit of our Consti-
tution, democracy and human
riﬁhta. Our Constitution pro-
vides each and citizen of
country with the right to tec-
tion by law. But this o ce
has virtually snatched away the
fundamental rights of the peo-
ple guaranteed in the Constitu-
tion. Sao, the black law like In-
demnity Ordinance must be re-
pealed in order to establish rule
of law and to
institutional shape.
The leading legal experts of
our country suggest that the In-

exports, high real ef-
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Dismantling of Tariff
Structure in 1992-956

Although there were some
marginal changes in tariffs in
the iHBﬂ-.mthc r:_:lal d:;td:
change or dismantling the
existing tariff barriers was in-
troduced from 1992 onwards.
By 1995, the tariffs on finished

roducts came down (o between
and 70 per cent. on interme-

* didte goods to between 15 and 30

cent, and on raw materials
zero and 15 per cent. With the
eption of a few items, gquan-
titative restrictions were elim-
inated and the number of items
with tariff values was drasti-
cally reduced to about 600
items. In a sum, these reforms
led to a drastic reduction in
unweighted average nominal
protection (including tariffs
and taxes) from 89 per cent (of
the assessed value of trade] in
1990-91 to 25 pér cent in 1995-
96. But the import-weighted av-

by Kabir U Ahmad

system for 12 items.

Effects of Tariff Cuts and

Others Measures

All these measures brought
about a significant change in
the export environment in the
country which can be seen in a
rapid of exports from a
level 8] .7 billion in ¥990-91
to 3.4 billion dollars ﬁ 1994 -
95 r t an annual aver
age :E: ?lguwth of about 25
per cent. is rate fell some-
what in 1995-96 due to political
turmoil. The external reserve
level went up from 967 million
dollars in 1990-9]1 to 3 2 bil-
lion dollars in 1994-95 but re-
duced to 2.01 billion dellars in
1996 The real effective ex.
change rate went down from
95 47 in 1989 to 75 10 in 1995
indicating an improvement in
the external competitiveneas of

noi

portables page-9).
What has to be Done?
In view of the above find-

mgs, the TPR comes out with
detailed recommendations to

impediments

remove all the
meptioned, but its most

recornmendation is the Eﬂ\l’
ing “The Government should
to a pre-announced
ogram of across-the-board re-

comumit

orm and move away from a

made-to-measure approach of

sperial exemptions and com-
ensations "[TPR

ore specifically. it recom-

mends (il A three-rate schedule
cent in the

of 10. 20  and 35
next budget, with zero rates
only for imported inputs used
by exporters (ii) A further
compression of
zeto lfor exporters .

shitted incentives firmly
tow irds lhcn%nduru-::n of ex-

page-28j.

rates down to
10 and 20

search than for immediate ac-
One private sector
representative raised the gues-
tion that if the made-tc-mea-
sure steps in the past could help
the phenomenal growth of gar-
ments sector. why cant similar
Sleps open up newer sectors of
exports now? The point was

ceptance

well taken.

However, one would like to
against an immediate
across-the-board tariff cuts of
liberalise imports for the fol-
lowing reasons: In the first
place, it is clear-that the coun-
Ey has not been able to consol-
ate the gains from the exist-
ing tariff -cuts already in place. -
Exporters have not been able to
take full advantage of the tariff-
culs and other export incentives
because of lack of infra-struc-
facilities. difficulties of
getting productive loans from
the financial institutions and
inefficiencies and obstacles in
administrative

argue

fural

the export

The country should first exploit the full potentials of the existing tariff structure before it launches another
major tariff reform. A breathing spell of a few years will give this opportunity. A rush to further reform may

comes ko the country s fleigling Indinsirinl sector agreatdomagy.

erage nominal protection rate
declined only from 42 per cent
in 1990-91 to 2] cent In
1995-96. (Bangladesh Trade
Policy Reform for Higher Ex
port Growth The World Bank,
paﬁc-ﬁ. table-2. 1. for short it
will be referred to as TPR be-
low)] The effective rates of pro-
tection for the whole economy)
(wetghted by value added) fell
only 15 per cent (from 82 per
cent in 1992-93 to 67 per cent
in 1995-96), but if one excludes
steel and engineering and food
and dairy sectors in which ef
fective rates of protection have
liicreased, then one finds that
the effecive rates of protection
lell from 93 per cent to 45 per
cent during the same period
(table-2.3 of TPR)

Ir addition, the Duty Draw-
back system which was intro-
duced in 1988 was eflfectively
implemented since 1992 Nol a
single farthing of Duty Draw
back was paid to the exporters

until March, 1992, bul since
then exporters vwere recetving
over Tk. 100 crores every year

Until 1990, there were only 35
ttems of rt on which flat
rates of duty drawback were
calculated, but by 1993 about
700 items of flat rates were put
on the roster for payment of
duty drawbacks The facility of
Export Development Fund ol

- 30 million dollars for import-

ing inputs for manufacturing
export products on back-to-
back L/C basis was utilised only
from the last part of 1991 on-
wards which considerably
helped the exports of leather,
garments, ceramics, gckaging
and other products. course,
in 1980s, was the Special
Bonded Warehouse facility
given only to the 100 per cent
exporters of garments on a
back-to-back L/C basis but it
was extended to 100 per cent di-

rect and deemed exporters of all

other products in 1993, 5imi-
larly. there was Export Process-
ing Zone facility established in
1983 only in Chittagong, but in
1993 another Processing
Zone was set up in Dhaka. The
Pre-Shipment Inspection
scheme introduced in 1993-
1994 has been helpful to large
importers of any item. But due
to detection of some discrepan-
cies in the invoice valuation.
the National Board of Revenue
has tfzmgnranly banned the use
of Pre-Shipment Inspection

Bangladesh exports The [iscal
deficits decrecased [rom 7 7 per
cent in 1990 to 5 9 pet cent in
1994, and the current account
deficit decreased from 6.9 per
cent of GDP In 1990 to | 4 per
cent of GDP in 1994 On the
other hand. limports went up
from 35 billon dollars in
1990-91 to 5 8 hillion dollars In
1994-95 redistering an anm- .|
average rate of growth of aboul
17 per cent e hnport and
export trade data have heen
laken from Bangladesh FEco-
nomic Update, July 1996, table
3.1, page 42). One must note
that after about a whole decades
ol 3-4 per cent average annual
rate of Gowth. imports jumped
lo about 38/39 per cenlt in 1993

94 and 1994 95 But 1t s still
premature to say whether it has
sel the trend al that leve]

Impediments to Further
Gains

These are certainly the mowt
impressive gains that the coun
try has made so far by system:
atically dismanting the trade
barriers. But there are also
some impediments to realising
the full benefits of trade liber
alisation. These are: (1) Inspite
of such drastic tariff cuts, the
current trade structure stll
provides “incentives for sinug
gling and under invoicing ol
imports” {or duly evasion. Ad
cording to the World Bank re

rt. the illegal improts from
ndia in 1994 was about |B pr
cent of total immports, which is a
itacf,gtrlng figure. Similarly,
under-invoicing of imports is
rampant. (iij Compared to the
unweighted averape tariffs of
some selected countries like Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, Ghana and
Argentina etc, Bangladesh still
has the highest unweighted av-
erage nominal tariffs at 25 per
cent . (iii) Because of increase in
the effective rates or protection
for steel and engineering, and
food and dairy indusitries, as
noted above, the aggregate ef-
fective rates of protection has
fallen only by 15 per cent dur-
ing 1992 and 1995, which is
rather low. liv] Because of in-
crea the number of duty-
free status from 300-500 items
in 1989-90 to about 1,295 in
1995-86, and quantitative re-
strictions in Textile sector, the
tariff dispersion has increased.
Based on these impediments,
the author of the paper argues
that " trade policy reform has

=

- O e o=

==

L —m— - = T

Sir, If any reader of The
Daily Star can kindly provide
me with the following two nov-
els entitled 'In Honour Bound'
by Gerald rand 'S
Point’ by Duncan Kyle, I will in
exchange, with pleasure, let
him/her have "The Devil's Al-
ternative' by Frederick Fo h
and 'Wild Justice’ by Wilher
Smith as a token of my grati-
tude.

Saokot Hossain
67 /F, Green Road
Dhad¥xa-1205

Law and arder
problem

Sir, The prime minister's
initiative to hold a workshop
on the 'Law and Order Problemn
of the Nation' was welcomed by

ferred to the dishonesty while
they were submitting the ac-
counts to the Election Commis-
sion showing that he or she did
not spend nd Tk 3 lakh, the
ceiling set for individual ex-
penditure in Fﬁ:lneral election in
the country. The justness of the
criterium inspired him to call
the entire y of the guardian
angels as national liars' par-
liament. To my mind. he de-
serves the thanks not only from

me, but also from the entire na-

tion.
But, what happened to him
to that. He

was just contr
was Looed booed. bullied and
cowed into unconditional apol-

‘ogy by the entire band of the of-

fenders. When we seem such a
thing happening to the truthful
and the teous, we have no
doubt that the workshops are
meant to be for the 'holy ones’
only. So much for the national
consensus of the incumbent
government! '

The whole episode appeared

to be an act of 'terrorism’

r’"_

OPINION

per cent in the following year.
* (i) Low rates between zero and
15 per cemnt to be announced now
for 1999-2000, (iv) The add ons
like 2.5 per cent import fee.a 15
per cent VAT on textiles and the

use of tariif values te be re
maoved. (vl To reduce dispersion
a sirle tariff rate should be ap
plied and end user conces-
sions to be eliminated, and (vi)
Finally. the Government
shoulc eliminate statuto
rates of duty. " ITPR. pp 28-29
It has [urther emphasized that
until complete liberalisation is
achieved: the existing export
promotion measures !ﬁnu ry
to reduce disincentives. develop
infra structural facilities,
make access 10 [inance easier,
and to use the WTO to lock In
trade reform. Whether one
agrees Lo implement the five
major recommendations or
not, these intermediate mea
sures which have come at the
lall end of the paper seem to be
the most important factors that
are now preventin e ex-
porters from taking full advan-
Lage of the tariff cuts and other
export incentives that the gov-
ernment has already put In
place

Should Bangladesh Adopt
an Across-the-Board
Reform?

The participants in the sem
4l expressed some reserva-
tons about it but not quite el-

lectively. Important voices were

more in favour of further re-

apenicies Further, there is no

doubt that tariff-cuts will re-

duce the incentive to take bribes

and to under-invoice imports.
but it will worsen the present
cTisi® in power transport and

communication sectors Hence

the cost of these inputs to the
new export industries will rise
and may more than offset the
benefits of cheaper imported
inputs. In the second place. it
may reduce the ng of In

dian goods are lower than those

of competing Bangladeshi
goods  Indian gdods will freely
come into Bangladesh market
Two consequences of this can
he visualised One is that all
trade with India will then be
trade rather than part-le-
gal part-illegal trade as it is
now. and its trade deficits with
india will continue to mount
because Bangladesh has very
few items (o sell to India. The
range of exports of Bangladesh
is rather narrow and has to be
widened in the near future with
inTr‘}uprinlr k:lcmtim.

e second consequence is
that quitBE.n number Dli; indus-
Lries in ngladesh will sim
be wiped out with disastrous ef-
fects on production., employ-
ment and income levels. Simi-
lar will be the effects of cheaper
imports from other countries
too since a large number of in-
dustries which are now
marginally competitive will
turn uncompetitive then.
Bangladeshi exporters need
more time to develop newer

Should Bangladesh Further Liberalise Imports?

iterns of and improve the
ciiciency s of their exist-
ing industries. This 1s where the

made- to-measure oach Lo
export develo t will be
more helpful another ma-

Jor across-the-board tariff cuts.
Im the third pilace. if the latter
approach is adopted now, then

entire burden of adjustment
will fa]l?ut he narrow
r of export industries and
:uunn;llfuﬂpstﬂ:d In the short-
eTm. wi r down
of industries, inmmm un-
employment and decrease in
economic activities and income
levels will mark the scenario.
The government will then be
saddled with larger number of
sick state-owned industries
and lar amount of annual
losses. In the mid-term, how-
ever. new -oriented in-
dustries will come into eéxis-
tence and capital and labour
will move into these industries
and em t and income
level wi up. But
this dynamic gradgﬂy & i: pro-
cess is the society
and the government of the
tme.

However, the pains can be
minimised if a gradualist
made-to-measure approach is
adopted rather than a drastic
arross-the- board tariff-cut ap-

roach is followed. Finally.

does the TPR come to rec-

ommend a 10 and 20 cent
schedule of tariffs to
Bangladesh witheut doing an
exercise of optimal tariff struc-
ture for the county? One takes
the view that the examples of
Sri Lanka. Ghana . and Ar-
gentina etc cannot be a guide to
Baagladesh since the economic
structures of these countries
are substan differenit from
that of :
will have to take its decision
based on its own competitive
strength vis-a- vis the
of its co tors in the world.

To ude, all these can be
analysed with a properly de-

signed dynamic general ui-
librium model of the m;qm]r
This should be done before an-
other drastic tariff-cut is under-
taken. The country should,
H‘mew:l’mi Efrﬂh:xphlt the mﬁg
poten the existing

structure before it launches an-
other major tariff reform. A

breath spell of a few years
-'lllﬁv:l!m

country this -
tunity. A rush to further !ml
can do the country's fledgling
industrial sector great damage.
But the government should an-
nounce the year when it will
introduce such a reform so that
the industrialists can brace
themselves up for that change.

Sept 5 By-elections .

The furore that has erupted
over Lhe SeaPt 5 by-elections is
very. very alarming, and bodes
ill l?’ur the fragile future of this
land of promise and immense
potential. The statements de-
manding the immediate I‘EE[E};
nation of the CEC failing whic
there might be widespread agi-
tation, is reminiscent of events
that unfurled just a few years
ago. The party (ies) in power

may soon reap their harvest for

confrontational seeds sown in
the recent past. And while all
this is going on, the public at
large and the economy are

subjected to body blow after
body blow. At a time when
Bangladesh so desperately
needs some modicum of politi-
cal stability, and at a time when

50 much optimism was gener-

ated by the June 12 elections, it
truly is depressing to sense that
an atmosphere ol hopefulness
is on the verge of evaporating
again.

Both the government and the
opposition must share respon-
sibility for maintaining the
peace but a.close scrutiny of
events durlngbthe last three
months or so by any impartial
observer lead to the unfortunate
conclusion that the BNP is out
to create trouble merely for the
sake of doing so. While the AL
and its erstwhile allies, when
they were in opposition. put the
country through considerable
heartache, had the government
of the day been more flexible
and less arrogant in their ap-
Eruach* they would very likely

ave been returned to power by
the electorate. More impor-
tantly. the demand for a care-
taker government was a per-
fectly reasonable one on its own
merits, given that the BNF itself
had come to office through a

similar mechanism. The in-
stallation of a caretaker ad-
ministration to oversee polls
was widely hailed and wel-
comed. and in fact it is an inno-
vative institution that many
other developing countries

should emulate from us. The -

BNP lost the June 12 polls, fair
and square, because the elec-
torate felt that the alternative
should be given a chance to
prove its mettle.

The BNP refusal to the
electoral verdict leaves one at a
loss of words. They have in-
stead resorted to insulting the
caretaker government, the CEC,
international and local ob-
servers, and have actually
started to believe voices
own head which say that there
is a bureaucratic conspiracy be-
ing hatched nst them and a
civiian coup taken place.
In reality, it is almost impossi-
ble for any developing country
to have a completely free and
fair electipn but the outcome of
the June 12 Bangladesh polls
were a reasonably true reflec-

. tion of the electorate's wishes

and the BNP will do its re-elec-
tion campaign in five years
time (or perhaps sooner) a
wealth of good by respecting the
outcoime.

As far as the by-elections are

concerned. an analysis of the 15
seats shows that the BNP might
have valid cause for concern in
three seats, Lakshmipur-2,
Chittagong-1 and Sylhet-4.
However, it would appear that
in Lakshmipur, the choice of
the BNP candidate (a JP defec-
tor) was the main reason for the
very narrow victory of the AL
candidate (who was further as-
sisted by the withdrawal of the
JP candidate). and in Chit-
tagong-1 the narrow margin by

in their

ﬂﬁﬂ‘tiﬂ da
‘is the stark

™

which the AL's Mosharrat Hos-
i il e B s r')
12, uge mar

which he trounced the Hlllb;
choice, M A Jinnah, en Sept 5,
probably indicates that the
electorate decided this time to
support "their" man, Mosharraf
Hossain, in the absence of a
leader of the stature of Khaleda
Zia. In Sylhet-4, Imran Ahmed
lost to Saifur Rahman by less
than 300 votes on June 12,
whereas on Sept 5, Imran
Ahmed won by a margin
some 6.000 votes over his
est rival, an Islami Oikya
candidate; the BNP did
figure this time. In the
acam:m the BNP
ret by

BNP party H]l have
that the was
anyone was the loser
around, it was the JP
Ershad two safe seats
Rangpur it is th
than anyone else wlmquhuuid
theoretically cry foud.

In all likelihood, the Sept 5
results, like those of June 12,
were a balanced and fair repre-
sentation of t the electorate
wanted. The
must
tinue their
stubborn

i will lose further

and a bitter
BNP is the

2
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pill to swallow.
major opposition party with
considerable country- sup-
port and they stand a real
chance of returning to office
next time around but omly if
they rethink their approach
and strategy to one of criticism
and obstruction on sound and
workable foundations.

A friend of democracy

Lankans and the Aussies once again, gave a trial of
their strength in marching to the finale of a com-
petition marked by the unsavoury intervention of
weather. Not only that, classy performer Aravinda
de Silva who has by now made it a habit of reserv-
ing ‘his best for the big and challenging occasions,
remained the mainstay of a mighty Lankan dis-
play evoking in the process a resemblance with his
superlative show during the World Cup.

demnity Ordinance is not a part
of our Constitution. It is one of
the laws and ordinances passed
during the martial law period
which ¢an always be amended
or rq:;ﬂuilcd It does not require
two-third majority in the Par-
liament to repeal it. An abso-
lute majority is adequate for
the purpose. The ruling AL
which, at the mornent, enjoys
the absolute majority in the

'l‘i*ﬂ*t***i**:ﬁti*****it**!‘tt**t*t‘l‘t*‘l*l‘**iﬂ*i

Education vs Budget Provision

DrAKM Hﬂhll:m]llh Minister Sheikh Hasina.

many, ignored by some, while
none was critical or opposed to
it. In my opinion such a work-
shop is not unlm?ortant. given
the seriousness of the problem,
if and when a cross-section of
" the nation is represented in
such a workshop. But, unfortu-
nately, the prime minister's ef-
fort was rather narrow and ef-
fortless almost looked like a
DUCSU-sponsored seminar in a

ainst the outspoken citizen,
who had the right to say what
he believed in. This is a denial
of basic r
olation of

hts and hence the vi-
uman rights.

A K M Morshed
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Dog squad

[

The number one problem
with education in developing
countries like China. India.
Bangladesh, Pakistan is diver-
sion of a large pro on of the
national budget to military.
hence lack of adequate fund for

Without adeguate input no-
body gets "desired output to
match requirement, that is also
true in Bangladesh too. If we

want rapid progress to remove
illiteracy we need money to ed-

Bangladesh. This sum of Tk
322.00 does not match any

Lrélput for promotion of proper
ucation to raise the literacy

! | Jatiya Sang can repeal the Sir, Police do uads are education, secondly, the devel- rate as well as quality educa- wucate and not Tk 322.00 per
But the secret of the unabated Exceuﬂ‘ncﬁ of th"f" Indemnity Ordinance without Egggﬁ?niuﬁiugﬁnﬁame used in man [-_ugl“??ﬂcs espe- | oping countries gurmau do tion to match the needs of the capita. This year it could be Tk
Sri Lankan cricket team is far from being a the help of BNP. Therefore, it is It'is heartening to note that  clally in developed countries in | not use the allocated fund effi-  twenty-first century. The pre-  1000.00 per ?ﬂﬁtﬂgniﬂ‘

monotonous tale of Aravinda's quality hatsman- now clear that the Indemnity . . were some people, one of respect of detecting crimes and | ciently. This inaction a- sent allocation can only main- tangible impac

Ordinance is no longé¢r an ob-

! . criminals. These dogs are | vates the other problem of allo- tain present status with a cical ethics to allocate only 16
ship. It is a bagful of thrilling offerings. Bult the one stacle for the AL to try the ggﬁ:“md?h‘: #gaﬁr;e:;én;l:;g " trained in specified fields such | cation of insufficient budget to  trickle down effect as seen from r cent of the development
unmis le colour which tinges all ﬂ:‘gﬂir per- killers of B hu. lem and traversed the root as narcotics, criminals and so | éducation and its resultant ef- the last 50 years progress. dget to education where ﬁ;!.'l
fom! - be It Mmalid}mmll's dash fmm ﬂ'le WE, thl.': common Eﬂplﬂ, . ﬂlrﬂugl’l one of the law mfﬂrﬂ‘ on. Even pﬂ]jﬂt duﬂﬂ are M]’lg ftq‘_‘_[ — poor infrﬂ:!.lrutturﬂ_ It is “’Idﬂty HEEEp-tEd that fur- !HT cent are ﬂ“tfmtt

. 1 & to ; ; Wittl a ler or a would also like the hl&ﬂﬂﬂt}f ing cles and held impor- utilised in West Bﬂﬂ!ﬂ] for the p{)ﬁ[l}" equi science labora- ther dt?ﬂiﬂpmfnt and further I visited Lanka in 1978
deep and a lung come up pear Ordinance to be repealed. We | =." 5 OO0 & ipe republic fi- past two decades or more. In the | tories. poor ‘_y equipped com- increase in growth rate are not when I found 55 per cent of “:Tt
ripping throw right on to the top of the bails with a want the trial of all 8 ir- Lally holding the rank of a sec- context of containing terror- | puter based facilities etc. possible without significant in- employees of their b
touch of feline fcrucity by Upul Chandana of all w"'ptnu"f ﬁ; Ptﬂltlﬂ;imlﬁ “Eé retary. He was one of the right {sm. smuggling, narcotics traf- Present literacy rate in crease in literacy and quality oflices were women. is wWas

: e wan at c nals :

education. | need not explain possible because ol their liter-

fic. human trade etc., as often

) S scuss t tter ei- Bangladesh is 36.6 per cent
people — is sheer delight. Care and pressure are the | prought to justice and the rule m:ﬂ démp e preached by all the govern- | whereas the allocation of fund  more because many seminars acy rate being close to 80 per
last things to tell on the innate mirth of theirr souls of law be established. We firmly ./ caled hypocrisy to create for education is-only 16 per cent and conferences have already cent.

ments in Hdwcr I am tempted to _
request the present government |, of the development budget. This

to raise several squads of police | allows only per capita avall-
for the purpose. ability of Tk 322.00 whereas the

dog’i"lmrt is no harm tp seek as- Fer capita allocation of mon

sistance of West Bengal gov- or education in USA is

ernment as they have experi- 67.074.00. Japan allocates Tk
ence in this ﬂeﬂ while Bengalli | 91,518.00 per capita on educa-

believe that criminals of any
kind should not be spared of
. t. To spare a crimi-

is to fuel terrorism. If the
killers of father of the nation Ea
unpunished, the life of the
commonman is bound to be

advocated / ected the impor-
tance of quality education, role
of education in family plan-
nirl]g. culture etc.

tal to some economists
also but their view — where is
the money or home grown re-

| feel strongly to advocate lor
dialogue /roundtable — as The
Daily Star dees occasionally —
to focus on what sort of educa-
tion with what sort of is
now ne to address is-
sues facing the country in the

and it seems this gay abandon, this seemingly in-
: exhaustible source of delightful absorptionn has
*| been instrumental in transforming a teaf that
made its debut in the big league of cricket only in

1982, into a champion unit.

sinoke-screen for the rullnF
class. Unfortunately for the rul-
ing circle, this person chose to
be righteous and fearless. He
initiated the discussion on a
very sensitive matter, i.e. the
making of the ruling machin-

e Jjeopardised. So 1 call upon AL ' to t _ was used in commanding those | tion. forms as recently advocated — beginning of twenty-first cen-

More than the concrete and statistic aspect of government to repeal Indem- 2. Ef d:ﬂ;’;’ﬁ ﬂ.ml:: ﬂ’n dogs. Let us eliminate terror- Although per capita expenses  will not bring any tangible ef- tury: identify constraints to

| success, it is the upholding of the intrinsic spirit of nity Ordinance as soon as pos- .|| ihemselves the law makers ism, narcotics and women traf- | on education in developed fect to see. | think home grown rapid re of illiteracy and

the game which is entertainment from the har- e to allow law to take its ¢ country, the custodians, ficking for good with dogs. couryiries is expecied to be quite reforms have increased poor introduction of quality techni-
Koqre b e iniesay) S ﬂ“mﬂ OWT1 COurse - hie pianrotar ’ he have - high but there mus{ be some e's volume from 36 per cal education to suit t mulu |

mony M prowcss : ! achieved the right to sit in the Ahmedul Alam minimum opportunities to be cent in 1972 to 70 per cent in  in the beginning of the next cen

of fatrness that deserves praise at this hour. | Md Khalil Jibran Fatik most beautiful ng (a white 14, Eskaton Garden '\:nade available for education in 1996 as indicated by Prime tury

L ~ i N elephant!) of the nation. He re-  Dhaka-1000 N
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