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SPORTS TALK

Mushtaq Ahmed
(Pakistani leg spinner)
“There is no greater joy than

bemusing a batsman. And the

Joy can be greater if you get his

wicket.”
While about thrill he
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Defending cham-
‘;Iﬂlll Abahani
rirta  Chakra
with a 2-0 lead ull
the 799h minute
thoagit vVICLOry
one condlusion, but
Hossain Tutul had
other ideas and the lanky
Agrani Bank striker served two
quick blows to pull off a sensa-
tional 2-2 draw in a Danish
Premier football league match
at the flood lit Dhaka Stadium
yesterday.

Tutul, who played for Aba-
hani a couple of vears back,
struck in the 79th minute with
a fierce left -footer and then rose
on to nod the ball home two
minuties from the final whistle
to record an unprecedented
turnaround by any mediocre
team against one of the local gi-
ants.

And when Tutul, capitalis-
ing on a defense lapse of a
shaky Abahani, guided a long
throw from substitute Jhonny
into the far corner of the net the
bankers burst into ecstasy,
leaving most of the strong
20.000 crowd at the big bow] as
grim as in a funeral march

It was Abahani's second suc-
cessive draw after their disap-

inting goalless uuung}\afamm
F;.raahgan SC. The ders
who are on a hot trail to strike a
hattrick of titles this year, seem
to be wandering at the nascent
stage of the league, leaving Lheir
arch-rivals ohammedans
Sporting three points clear al
the top on completion ol their
five league engagements. Aba-
hani now share the second po-

was a |
Mosharr

sition with Mukti{oddha‘ both
having collected 1 ints.
In the days match, Abahani,

who have been limping so far in
the absence of an aplomb mid-
field marshall, managed to en-
LCI a lone-goal lead at the
reather with Liton blasting a
20-yarder in the 32nd minute.
Rakib doubled the margin in
the 56th minute shooting from
close.
Despite being fortuous of
finding the 0 nents net twice,
Ahahuni m played like

Sports Reporter

champions. In the absence ol
the quality midfilder. the
I[::’tclhﬂlnmun:-nvrl;l outfit offered a
estrian display throughout
the match. Thlz ll;qr blues not
only lacked co-hesiveness, but
murc often than not played like
an ordinary outfit except for a
few flashes of personal bril-
llance from their newly re-
cruited Rakib Hossain.

The officials of this reputed

club of the country seem not to

realise the im of their lack-
lustre performance. With Gaffar
surprisingly remaiging the
chief coach of Abahani, the of-
ficlals are yet to make any
headway to unearth the folly of
the champions. who are so lar
not only painfully out of depth,

but seem also to be oblivious ol

their lofty reputation.

Rakib, switching to Abahani
from Mukt joddha along with
four others, once again played
the pivotal role in every attack
The nimble winger opened the
otherwise rock-solid Bank de-

‘ fence in the second minute with

a crispy cross from the left. But
striker Mizan, who i1s going

through a lean patch, drove the
ball miles over the cross-piece
much to the horrow of his
teamunates and supporters.

In the 20th minute Rakib
tested the Bank custodian
Milon with a grounder which
the latter parried by diving to
his left.

The workmanlike Rakib
than floated another cross from
the left which Bank defender
Raj headed away only to an
unmarked Litori, who from the
top of the box fired a sudden
thunderous shot into the right-
hand corner of the net (1-0).

Fifteen minutes into the sec-
ond half Abahani their sec-
ond when b shot the
ball home from close through
the near post (2-0).

But after enjoying the lead
Ahahanl. who apparently ig-

ored Agrani Bank's gritty dis-

ﬂlay earliler against Mo-

ammedans which they lost 3-2

in a see-saw encounter, resigned

to complacency taking victory
as granted.

And that was enough for the
bankers to have a go againlt
their more illustrious op
nents with a spectacular late
rally _

In the 79th minute Tutul,
find a Na
side the Aba
mistake to punch it past a div-
ing Dhanu into the far comer of
the net (1-2).

Tutul than celebrated his
third and perhaps the most pre-
cious goal in the league (wo
minutes from the final whistle
as Agrani Bank went away with
a crucial point. It was ani's
first draw after a win three
successive defeats Lo raise their
tally to four from five matches.

ellow card: Kabir (Agrani
Bank).

ABAHANI KC: Dhanu, Chan-
chal (Shamim), Ali Mansur,
Sohel Reza, Hasan Al Mamun,
Liton, Partha, Rakib, Rumi
(Milon), Mizan and Jahangir,

AGRANI BANNK: Milon, Ra),
Kala (Kabir), Panash. Ralfiq,
Sentu. Munna (Jony), Rana,
Nayan, Tutul and Jnlungtr

Referee: Ehsanul Haq

Sport
Tutul's two Abahani's woe
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A 19-member national
hockey team including three
officials was named by
Bangladesh Hockey Federation

yesterday which will partici-
&atﬂ in the forthcoming 9th
en's World Cup preliminaries,
scheduled to begin in C :
Italy from Sﬂptegber zgftgllary

Midfielder Mahboob Harun
and striker Mohammad Sadeq
have been named as the captain
and vice-captain respectively of
the 16-player squad while BHF
secretary Shamsul Bari will act
as the manager of the team.

Fourteen nations including

[AP] An un-
i convincing se-
ries victory

ainst India is_
followed by a 2-
0 loss to Pak
istan. England are showing
Elimpscs of a cricket revival,

there are still more
positive steps to take before
they meet powerhouse
Australia next summer.

Between now and then,
England have a less strenuous
14-week winter tour of
Zimbabwe and New Zealand
in which to iron out the
creases exposed during the
1996 summer.

“It is go to be an impor-
tant seh-.-gct!ilggl because t_hpuu&
picked for this winter ought
to form the nucleus of our
side for next summer's Test
series against Australia,”
England captain Mike
Atherton said about the tour
squad which will be an-
nounced 9.

Althou Pakistan's mer-

B e e

curial leg-spinner Mushtag
Ahmed demolished England's
batting line-up twice for em-

phatic victnries England’'s
own bowling attack remains
the biggest concern for the se-
lectors. who will be chaired
by controversial Ray Illing-
worth for the last tlme as his
30-month term comes to an
end.

England's one and only
win against struggling India
was more a result of centuries
by Atherton and Nasser Hus-
?ajn rather than potent bowl-
ng.

Of the nine bowlers se-
lected for Test duty through-

hosts Italy are participating in
the two-week long tourney di-

vided into two groups for the
first round. The top two teams
in each and the winners
of the for the fifth and
sixth place will qualify for the
- final round of the next World

desh have been placed
in group B alun th Ireland,
Kenya, Polan otland, USA
and hosts Ital while Group A
features Canada, China, Egypt,
Kazakstan, New Zealand,
tzerland and Wales. Bangladesh
will take on Italy in their open-
ing match on September 29,
The follo are the mem-
bers of the Banﬂjad:nh team:
Mahboob Harun [captain), Mo-
hammad Sad [vieerca ptain),
Osman Gani, biuddin Ah-
med, Mamunur Rashid, Mahfuz
Alam Nixon, Issa Miah, Khur-
shid Alam. Ishtiaque Alam,
Haider Alam, Musa Miah, Ehte-
sham Hossain, Alamgir Alam,

Rafiqul Islam Kamal, Zahirul
Islam Mitul, Rahmat Ali Asir,
Shamsul Bari (manager),
Pratap Shankar Hazra (coach)
and Mirza Farid Alam (umpire).

Prior to their Italy trip,
Bangladesh will play a few
B racice matches in Lahore,

ah;lltanfmm September 16 to

Nat’l pair
duplicate
bridge

Animal Hasan Topu and
Sayeed Ahmed Tobi clinched
the Khandaker Fazle Sobhan
national pnir duplicate bridge

at Shera-
nl‘.el on ﬂh};‘ Bangla-

n{ the two-day
nhlmplumhip lpumed by

out the summer, only pace
stalwart Dominic Cork and
left-arm stock bowler Alan
Mullally — who made his de-
but in the opening match
against India — played in all
six matches.

The form of strike bowler
Chris Lewis was up-and-
down, and after hailed
by new coach David Lloyd as

:fland s best bowler against
he failed to make any

impact against the multi-tal-
ented Pakistanis,

Seamers Andy Caddick
and Peter Martin were re-
called once each but could not
impress. Left-arm swin
bowler Simon Brown uineﬁ
the growing list of England's
one-Test wonders after fail-
ing to continue his fine
county form at Test level.

The selectors tried off-
spinner Min Patel and leg-
spinner lan Salisbury before
— in the last Test of sum-
mer ,— finding a jewel in
Glamorgan orthodox spinner
Robert Croft.

All-rounders Ronnie Irani
and Mark Ealham were given
two opportunities each. But,
in the end, the selectors set-
tied on the over-used solution
of asking Alec Stewart to bat
and keep wickel, dropping
Jack Russell to provide room
for five specialist bowlers.

Mullalg and Croft must

ess during the winter.

England must find three
other Test-quality bowlers to
accompany them and Cork
for the Ashes.

Yorkshire's energetic and
charismatic paceman Darren
Gough is in contention after
injury and a loss of form kept
him in the Test wilderness.
He returned for England's 2-1
one-day triumph against
Pakistan and showed re-
newed fire.

Gou was the find of
England's tour of Australia in
the winter of 1994-95, and the
prospect of playing in the
Ashes at home could bring
the best out of him.

Also calling out for recog-
nition is Australian-born
all-rounder Adam Hollioake,
who did little with the bat,
. but took two four-wicket
hauls in his two one-day op-
portunities against Pakistan.

While on England's
bowling line-up for the Ashes
would attract large odds, the

mble with England's top six

atsmen would not be in
naming them. but naming
them in order.

With the spasmodically

Bowhng England’s worry

brilliant Graeme Hick ex-
pected to be out of the equa-
tion after one of his worst
seasons in his 46-Test career,
England need to finalise the

in which to play Ather-
on, Stewart, Hunujn Gra-
ham Tho Juhn Crawley
and Nick

With the cxm_-ptiun of
Thorpe — who past 50 three
times but failed to reach three
figures — each of these bats-
men scored a Test hundred
during the summer.

Hussain cemented his po-
sition as England’'s No 3 by
scoring two centuries in that
role against India.

Stewart, who has filled
numerous roles in 'S
batting line-up in his 58-Test
CAreer, sco a superb 170
opening the batting nst
Pakistan, and should con-
tinue his formidable er-
ship with rock-solid Ather-
ton at the top of the order.

Knight, who opens for
Warwickshire and scored
successive centuries for
land in the one-day series
against Pakistan, scored his
maiden Test century at No 6
in the draw against Pakistan
at Headingley.

Thorpe, who leads Eng-
land’'s domestic bat aver-

es, is the establi No 4,
while Crawley justified his
recall at the se of Hick
with a splendid 106 at No 5

against Pakistan in the third
Test.

The ease with which
Mushtaq ripped through-
England on the final day of
the first and third Tests does
not bode well for England's
chances against Warne. who
unleashed his wizardry for
the Australians during their
last triumphant tour in 1993.

By the time the Aussies ar-
rive, coach Lloyd will have

. another two Test series under
his belt, and will hope that
the semi-revival he has begun
this summer may culminate
with a victory against Eng-
land’'s arch-enemy.

Graf in final

Sports Reporter

Steffi Graf has confirmed a
much-expected Grand Slam re-
union between the world co-
number ones yesterday when
she beat |5-year-old Swiss sen
sation Martina Hingis in the
semifinals of the UJS

The trouble-torn top- mdcd
Graf. who has more on her
mind than tennis these days
used her years of ences at
the right moment/to help get
hersell into gear and then went
on Lo the dream run of the
talented teenager with a com-
fortable 7-5, 6-3 victory

Hingis. who turns sixteen
next month., surprised third
seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
of Spain in the fourth round be-
fore ousting seventh seeded vet
eran Czech Jana Novotna in the
quarters to becomne the youngest
player to reach the semifinals
after American Jennifer
Capriati

ile Steffi will be pursuing

for her 21st Grand Slam title
here, her father Peter has gone
on trial in Germany Thursday
on charges of tax evasion.

However. the clash of the co-
number ones. Steffi Graf and
her long-time rival Monica Se
les commences Sunday

Danish leagues
suspended

All the matches of the Dan
Ish Metropolis Premier ancd
First Division football leagues
will remain suspended for |1
days from today. the league
committer sald. reports UNB

The suspension of the league
matches [rom September B | H
has been made complying with
the request of Mohammedan SC
which will leave Dhaka today
or the day after to play the re
turn match of the Asian Cup
Winners' Cup tie in Laos

The League fixtures will be
bodily shifted and the matches
will resume on September 19

Rahmatgan) Badda
share points
Sports Reporter

Rahmatgan| Muslim
Friends Soclety and Badda Ja-
garani Sangsad shared points
in the Danish First Division
foothall league after their
match against each other ended
ina 1-1 draw at the Dhaka Sta-
dium yesterday afternoon.

Sitriker Selim put Badda
ahead in the 19th minute while
Abul Hasan headed home the
equaliser for Rahmatganj in
the 25th minute This was the
fifth league match for both the
teams {rom which Rahmatgan)|

have earned 11 points while
Badda collected six points.

Leicester lead
the pack

LONDON, Sept 7: Leicester-
shire edged ahtad in the com-
pelling race for the English
county championship when
they survived some anxious
moments to beat Notting-
hamshire by six wickets on
Friday. reports Reuter.

Captain James Whitaker
calmed Leicestershire nerves
with an unbeaten 30 to steer his
side to the victory target of 82
after their first three wickets
tumbled for 40. _ .

Leicestershire s win on the
fourth and final day at Trent
Bridge gave them a one-point
lead in the most open champi-
onship for many years.

The top five teams — Leices-
tershire, Surrey, Derbyshire,
Essex and Kent — all have real:
istic title ambitions and aré
separated by only 15 points
with two matches left.

Leicestershire, seeking only

the second championship in

their 117-year history, swiftly

polished off Nottinghamshire's
second s in the mnmj:f
pace bowler David Millns tak-
ing the re -two wickets.

Millns finished with five for
31 as Notts were dismissed for
196. but the home team hit back
through a three-wicket burst
with the new ball by Mark
Bowen before Whitaker came in
to seal success at 82 for four.

Surrey moved into second
place after completing an em-

hatic 225-run victory over
orthamptonshire at The Oval.

r
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A magnificent all-
round perfor-
mance by Mo-
hamumad Rafigue
steered Bangla-
desh to their se-
viclery 1in the ACC tro hy
cricket tournament when t
beat Fiji by six wickets in a first
round group A match at the Ki-
lat Kelab ground in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday
According to a faxed r
received here ldst

=

' mthtmmdrtﬂdtﬂhﬂ

But due to some [ine off spin-
ners from left-arm bowler
Rafique and Sheikh Salauddin.
the islanders were booked for
156 nins in 48 3 @vers.
l uﬁihf;dﬂ{; and tall of-
ee. gave st breakthrough
when he returned both Fiji
8 — W Uluviti (B) and J
Bulabalavu (25) - with the
scoreboard on 42. Rafique then
took the most vital wicket of
the match sending back Fiji's
highest scorer T Batina who
scored 39 mans. With Batina s
wicket, Rafique claimed three
for 41 runs in his ten-over 1.
Rafique was equally supported

I’ar Salauddin who also bagged .
r

ee wickets giving away only
20 runs in 10 overs.

M.nm;«nz.I others, medium
pacer Saifhul Islam captured two
wickets while vice-captain
hmlnm Islam Bulbul picked up

Chasing a paltry tar

Bu:lﬂ:dclhrﬁnrfmdhmml 7}
in the 39th over losing only

four wickets
After showing his class with

| the ball, Rafigue also sparkied
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with the willow as he scored
wﬁﬂﬂ 41 off 44 deliveries
h included three huge six-

Mtddlc order Aminul Islam

Bulbul fired

while skipper
unbeaten on 15. Amon
opener Harun-ur-Rashid and
one-down Habibul Bashar

44 not out
others,

Akram Khan was

Sumon scored 18 and 22 runs

:'\. i
- i
#
¥
e Li
i e e

m-o-m

was ad-
udged man of match.

ﬂlit.lhc:nﬂnmel
ou
htmy:t&&m

L
W Uluvitl st Pllot b Rafique
J Bulabalawvu ¢ Pilot b Rafique
J Mateywa lbw Salauddin
S Sorovakatine ¢ Pilot b Saiful

Kua

REN

1

L Sorovakatine ¢ Saifsl b Sulbul

T Batina ¢ Sumon b Rafique

I Cakacak run out

T Cakacak c Sajal b Satful

W Tukaha ¢ Ands b Salawsddin

J Seuvou st Pllot b Salauddin

A Tawatatau not out

Extras: b-2.b-11, w-15

Total: (all out in 483 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-42: 2-42-

67.4-79.5-141: 6-150: 7-1

155; 9-155; 10-1586.

[
“Polleacwalu

Bowling: O M R W
Sajal 4 0 Z&¥ O
Anis 6 2 13 O
Saiful 8.3 3 B8 2
Rafigue 10 1 41 3
Salauddin 10 4 20 3
Bulbul 10 1 26 1
BANGLADESH

S H Bidy: st ¢ Batina b Tawastatau 0
H R Liton Tbw Batina 18
H B Sumon ¢ L Soerovakatine b Seuvou 22
M Rafique b L Sorovakatine 41
Al Bufoul not oud 44
Akram Khan not out 18
Extras: (b-2. Ib-4. nb-1. w- 108 17

Total: for four wickets in 39 overs) 157
D‘Iﬂtﬂtlltl“m..w

Chowd . Anisur Rahman,
Saiful Islam and Sheikh
Salauddin.

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-4? K
47. 4-112.

Bowling- O M R W
A Tawatatau € 0 B 1
J Mateytwa 9" 0 48 0
J Seuvou 4 1 23 1
T Batina 10 2 2B 1
L Sorovakatine 7 0 25 1

Man-of-the-match: Mo-

LONDON, "w:F-( 7

.' [Reuter): his

should be

ime of Allan

mb's_life. The

l-um.,h ol his auv

one of meiun s best mwn ho-

tels. published in his

testimonial year after |18 year's

valuable service for English
county Northamptonshire,

{"hnmp?nr grc:tcd the

'guﬂll I;nh wﬁrmr ﬁn and
in is was ha

tge as master of t!‘fl'lnzn‘l

Seated on a stool, surveying the

scene, most sportsmen
would have offered up a small
prayer of gratitude reflected
that perhaps the lean times
Were over,

Sitting facing this audience,

though, was a Lamb shorn of -

his normal ebullience. -Even
those who have never pulled up
a bar stool at home or abroad

with one of England's more so-
cial-minded players ceuld tell
the difference. A doctor would
probably a severe case

of battered pride.

Since losing his libel action
with lan Botham against for-
mer Pakistan captain lmran
Khan, Lamb continues to talk
about an ap . But the words
are delive by a man who no
longer the same abso-
iﬁtﬂ certainty about batting and

e

He still can't quite believe
the events of July 31, 1996, the
date the high court verdict was
delivered, or indeed the entire
17 days the case

"1 wam 't worried, even when
the judge announced he would
a t a majority verdict of ei-
ther 10-2 or 11-1. because 1
thought the voting was the
other way," recalled Lamb. -

"I know hnw the case should
have goge, | think 80 per cent of
the British public know which
way it should have gone.

It also left Lamb with "A

airly h? hole in my pocket” at
th: end of a séasuﬂ he had
hoped would provide on last
tour of the county circuit with
Northants, the club who offered
a ynun%uhugehﬂ from South
Africa rst contract in

Instead his determination
to tell his side of the story abont
the 1992 ball tamperiag affair
at the rqot of the Immran court-
room battle led to his enforced
retirerment in April after the
English cricket authorities
madexit clear they would block

BAF basketball

The inter-base basketball
championship of the Eangl:l-:
désh Air Force began at
Base Matiur Rahman Jessore,

yesterday, reports UNB.

the

Harping on same striné

l.-ny controversial passages.

The abrupt curtailment of a
career which coincided with
some of the best times in mod-
ern Eu;{.llnh cricket still sadens
him I would have liked to
have played for one more year” -
as well as the

SUCCesSOrs are Wﬂﬁr

ent
'q! are told the

mww the right tn
Hwﬂmymmnﬂ

mwmumm
right mineral * water in the
stomach after five wick-
ets or a hundred. We

thought we played belter on
champagne "

= |

~ ALLAN LAMB
"Look at the rugby players,

they're on strict diets. The
cricketers these days learned
nothing like that from us. A
curry or a huge streak was al-

ways the order.
"But what you mustn't take
away is that enjoyment of the
e. You ncl:d aracters like

tham and Gower. A captain's
not always going to lift a side,
you need characters too.”

Lamb, now 42, is adamant
there is too much "dead wood”
in the English county game and
like everyone else is wmdcrm%
when the next generation o
Test-class fast bowlers is going

tu.cmuﬁe.

He dismisses #he press and
broadcasting media in barel
three ¥ag=s. claiming "Hardly
any of them could write a
pro cricket report, even if
their editors wanted that” and
surprises no-one by nominat-
ing Malcoim Marshall and Viv
Rizliaids near the top of his all-
time lists.

Most ironic of all Lamb
feels the best i ‘of his ca-
reer came against lmran on a
terrible pitch at Hastings where
he scored a century to win a
county against Sussex.

But the chief emotion cur-
rently surfacing in print and in

erson is disillusion, like .a

atsman out caught be-
hind on 49 to a ball he {eels he
never edged.

about the ankle”,
coach Thavatchai
we have to
out of the rest of the cup.”

hosts Singapore
of sorts but man
feat of unfancied Philippines to

put them temporally on tz;f
Group B with seven points

three

mediately apparen
with his replacement Worrawot
Srimaka
goals in the 35th and 67th

minutes.

gc;l scoring rival,

77th minute underlining
land's vivid attacking Philip-
pines defense.

"Iiﬂ:llﬂnudupiurtlwphr-

ers and the he insists.
T afraid | 't get

the sup-
port of my own board. Too
many people stayéd on the
lence.”

mm arehmer.lln commiit-
ments other, unspecified,
projects in the pipeline but, af-
ter 79 Tests and more than
30,000 first-class runs, Lamb
admits he would prefer his six-

year-old son Richard not to be-

“There's not mnugh money

_it. If he wants to become a pro-

fessional golfar, that's fine. 1
't mind c-ddﬂng for
him for the rest of my life.”
Tiger CuE soccer
[ ]
Brunei

SINGAPORE, Sept 7 : Thai-

wouldn't

jand Sinstoped Beant 50
r Cup group ma
but lost star playmaker Sur
chai Jatturapatar
ﬂﬂ.ﬂlﬂsihly after the cla pla
nt, alter SSYy
left clutching his right mﬁ
early in the match.

l-.

for the rest the tour-

e should know tomorrow
said Thai
Sajakul, "But
that he may be

match
out
a 3-0 de-

In the other Tiger Cu
still

-
Surachai’'s loss was not im-
t on the field

scoring a brace of

Thailand opened briskly

~with Phithaya Santawong scor-
ing 15 minutes into the
with sharpshooter Natiopong
Sri-Ton
23th

n adding goals in the
87th minutes.

Not to be outdone by his
Kiatasuk
amuang also scored in the
Thai-

Singapore needed goals from

evergreen Fandi Ahmad in the
20th and 42nd minutes to undo
a tough-tackling Philippines
defense.

Recalled defender Lim

Hai netted Singapore's ﬁ::f
goal with a header in the 73rd
mirnute.

Coach Barry Whitbread's as-

sessment of Singapore's chan-
ces were upbeat.

the
Thailand should see us thro-
ugh.’
post-match press conference.

"l book at it that we are top of
roup and a draw against

said Whitbread at the

-
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