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Begs Clanfication
While the 15 by-elections, by and large, passed
off well enough, there was a dangling downside to
them coming to a glaring light after 48 hours of
the staging of the process. The misgivings are con-
fined to the voting in Mirersharai constituency
{Chittagong-1) and Laxmipur-2 constituency, let
alone an actual postponement of polling at a centre
in Rangpur-5. These arise not merely out of a BNP
litany of charges but also allegations made by the
ruling party insofar as the polling in Laxmipur-2
constituency was concerned. Local leaders of both
AL and BNP faulted the Laxmipur administration
for failing to take action against those preven-

ting their respective voters from casting their
ballots. -

Reports suggested that in some cases magistrates
on mobile duty or law enforcing personnel had to
come in aid of the voters. women voters in partic-
ular, amidst intynidation by interested quarters, |
to enable them to vote. False voters were also
caught red-handed but were eventually let off.
Empty interior of some centres in between certain
hours may lend itself to an explanation that voters
had finished voting early accounting for that de-
serted look. But if the complaint is about the first
hours themselves, regardless of thg party which

Indo-Bangladesh Relations :

ANGLADESH revolution
Was unique in many
The number ol

kil in the time-span
of nine months, 10 million re-
fugees sheltered in by neigh-
l[murll‘ng India, a guerrilla war
ought sl an equi-
pped wlwmnmt nmdemm wea-
8, Is all unprecedented ip
uman history. What is not

unique is the lljﬂpor! ven by
India to our valiam Eaedom
fighters. Mao Tse Tung's success
was largely due to the World

War Il the aﬂ:u'mmuﬂ it
had provided. Marshall Tito

and Hoxha's liberation of Yu-
goslavia and Albania was facil-
itated by the German defeat at
the hands of the Russians.
American pressure on Holland
and the moral support of inter-
national community helped In-
donesia to gain independence
Dien Bien Phu was possible be-
cause of haterial support from
China. The Vietnamese victo

was due to the uninterrupt

flow of weapons and military
hardware from the USSR and
China into North Vietnam. In
contragt to the military experi-
ences of those countries what
was unique in the Bangladesh
theatre was the sacrifice of the
lives of 13,000 Indian troops in
the battle for Bangladesh. Thg
green fields of Bengal and the
clear waters of our rivers turmed
crimson with the sacred blood

In the process of

was done to keep Indo-phobia alive not with a view to

interest but

over 9 cent in the first three-
and n-m years, all the other
constraints notwithstanding.
Unfortunately, things changed
lollowing the tragic events of
August 15, 1975. Quarter cen-
tury on, it is t that what
happened on that fateful night
was not an isolated effort or an
action of a group of lunatics:
August 15 was the result of a
conspiracy hatched by the de-
feated forces of 1971, actively
supported by an international
network of anti-Bangladesh el-
ements. .

In these t 21 years while
fundnmuﬁ: politics was en-
couraged in Bangladesh and
anti-India was ruthlessly
used as a political handle to
suppress the forces of Bengali
nationalism, the spirit of the
War of Liberation was con-
demned and a massive effort
m made through cool calcula-

o distort our history.

In the process of Baudlerisa-
tion of history one of the first
victims was Indo-Bangladesh
relationships. Everything was
done to keep Indo-phobia altve
not with a view to promoting
our natidnal interest but only
as a cheap political slogan to

debatgd. The resuit was pre-
dictable. it withered on the vine
as a political stunt. What was
most distressful was that

Begum Zia no serious effort was
made towards finding a solu-

tion to the a

On August 10, in a seminar
BUP at a local ho-

. on the of the
waters, a reasonably well-re-
scarched paper authored by the
chairman of BUP and head of
GmFraph Department was
out. In my brief interven-

tion at the seminar. [ at

to put things in perspective:
lack of political commitment
was responsible for the present

ENCHIRIDION

Wahiur

impasse between Bangladesh
and India on the sharing of wa-
ter. | ventured to add that in

tahman
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Myths

of history one of the first victims was

This seminar threw up a nufn-
ber of impeortant conclusions.
two of them are m
One participant Sou

Asians, ‘as the most suicidal
maniacs today on the i
another rﬂ said, Pl"Hn:h
East of Asia is the world's
poorest swathe of . We
must collaborate to get out of
the situation.” | K Gujral agreed
with the conclusion. Soft-spo-
ken and unassuming. Gujral's
contribution was most pene-
trating and meaningful. It was
ex-ca ra and not ex-parte.
He was critical of his own gov-
ernments for not reac out
to Bangladesh. His recent inter-
view with The Daily Star editor

Mahfuz Anam almost echoes in
extenso idea for idea on various
issues affectipg our relation-

equitable solution. with
the Ganges waters a

polemics-free relationship
could be helpful to both of us. In
economic field, factors endow-
ment would be an effective tool

in sofar as our eco-
nomic relationship is con-
cerned. To India can

begin
reduce her tariff from the pre-
sent 50 per cent to 25 per cent as

Bangladesh has alr ef-
fected. Today im-
Indian s worth 2 bil-
dollars. our ex-

is a paltry sum of 3 mil-

. Reduced tariff by India
would help Bangladesh to im-
our export basket. As a

prove :
ﬁtﬁ;u{ fact. India would do

a non- o-
cal m ra:'ip:;n
F problem

. It may
ficuit but then a man with vi-
sion lilee Gujral should not fail.

A student of history as he js,

- Gujral is not unaware that

w.nmmbzrﬂth:
erlndia_l.nmhcrttmg

the of a ous civilisa-
tion of an-Dravidian syn-
thesis Chandra-Gupta Maurya.
whose empire stretched from

dif®

the borders of Bengal. received
envoys from foreign and
potentates. As legend it,
Alexander took awdy with him

of our own freedom fighters and

mislead the people of the coun-
that of the friendly forces.

try. As a direct consequence of
the deterioration of the bilat-

spite of the complexity of the
E:‘:hlcm. given political will
tween the two countries, we

has made it, surely it deserves to be gone into for

ship.
the sake of setting the records straight. The audi- With foreign minister Guyral

in the capital. one can expect

ence, mind you, is the people here. in a short period following  eral relationship the issue of can certainly find a way out.  that he will try in helping the numerous Indi hol
‘ our Hberation, we had 10 mil- G ter- ; f : ! an schoiars,
When such was the Siring of incidents, CHiel | oy Teiigcer hubihaied s bops e Bt e ey 1o lrourable Wbralons ve.  twh Counires v conhdence. S o Bengan orign. m e
Election Commissioner, Mohammad Abu Hena, near-prostrate economy put on  ident Ziaur Rahman r itin morning in Dhaka on foreign ment Gujral could pave the to learn more about the Indian

track,’ an administrative ma-
chinery mobilised, and re i-
tion of most of the UN mem

the UNGA in 1976. Then Egyp-
tian PR in New York [smet
Meguid, later foreign minister

secretary Faro Sobhan s
meetings with Indian leaderp
the day before were sighted as

way. Given the good will that
exists between the two govern-
" ments a reasonable t

solution to the problems of

after observing polling in four of the 15 con-
ﬂ!t?lm. Sher Shah
up through the Grand nk

stituencies, made an announcement in the evening

that the voting was being free, fair and transpar- states obtained. We became now Arab Seﬂua.rr- the proof of my conclusion. on the amount of water to be the wide fram
I bg ] € pa member of the UN cies, se- ' General. pleaded with beth Inder Kumar Gujral's visit to  discharged ft:' almost 3{]?&. Kabul to C '“;t.-'," of

ent. It was obviously a sweeping and premature | . ired Commonweal member-  Bangladesh Indt y spite
by him in the light of what followed shi bership of the N lteodia to resolve  Dhaka has to be seen in the con-  lean-period would not be an the internecine quarrels be-
statement by him in the gnt ol what lollowed. e raEThc'Umgﬁ?Nmtf AM, f?.ll“' tné:r h-llnt::rhally. Begum t.m.;:;l’ the history of our rela impossible task. West tween the Hindus and the
; ations on a, as Bangladesh prime min tionship. It is time now to call a  Chief Minister Jyoti Basu’ - Moghuls, ladies
We are neither interested in exaggerations or September 17. 1974. This was  ister, made a broadside against spade a spade. An Indian for- marks could -1-’? be hdu;i't:f married into t . roy-
understatements about the conduct of the poll, our possible because of the sponta-  Indta on the floor of the General eign minister is familiar with The water that is used by up-  alty. The great Akber intro-
sole objective is to ensure that the polls were not neous su we received from  Assembly in 1993, She, how-  all the variables including the stream provinces like Uttar duced Din-e-Elahi. ‘and Au-

our frien countries, and -
licularly from neighbouring
India. We even made a -

enal success in GDP growth,

ever, made ane big blunder: the
issue was not even inscribed in
the agenda of the General As-
sembly to allow the issue to be

constants In our relationship. |
instantly remember Gujral's
important remarks at the BIISS
seminar on Farakka in 1994

Pradesh and Bihar has to be
nationalised. Many Indian
thinkers and columnists also
recognise the necessity of an -

rangzeb, the tome of
a faith, married a Hindua

lady.
‘;qm gave both India and

- SADF: Outcome Of SAARC and SAPTA

only held freely and fairly but were also seen by the
people to have been so. This is something we had
urged through this column on the poll-day and are
doing it again in the knowledge that things went
wrong in some places.

Let the allegations be taken up centre by centre
and put at rest by nothing short of corrective ac-
tions where necessary. So long as misgivings dwell
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_ E South Asian Develop-
in the public mind about polling even in a single o P by Anu Mahmud discussions of bilateral and re-
SADF), al-
constituency, there will be a blot on the electoral 222,; n:e]:md' in DFI;]ali m;l mmm“: ;:
process. Ell?é;]nlﬁq 1:“%:.5533?"&'}'2"{?5&?, Even lfSAthAfC is yef to achm:c any economic breakthrough, the promise is there. Now that the fund has come economic ci;openl:im ':hrn-
Healthcare one member countries of the o e . M_ﬂ#ﬁtﬁ mﬁWhm'Md“ mﬂllﬂ‘tl uine 'p‘mm 1Mﬂnl re-
“i" Etﬁi nhaumi ?ﬁﬂcéﬂg h:j rojects. The SADF need membe ] ty and industrial and doubts about the fu dnu.u <o mmﬂﬁ“' v
establishment o er n s. The r-state to lead the fund capacity an . | tons t - not to for in-
The government has plans to integrate the pub- fund was officially announced Fund for its projeﬂs.'tlap;nml‘?;g for two yl:aru a::d th:t tlr:e imh{:ilt-in Ilmlt-tiﬁﬁf ture of this forum. Pro-  stances of the benefit lﬁll.l:llml

SAARC is that its members are
disparate in size, str and

Fund's uarters will be lo-

lic and private sector healthcare facilities in a new
tated at the ICB head office in

health policy to be presented to the country before

at the first meeting of the SADF
Enverning board which was

proposed to provide 500,000 US
dollars to the fund and an

eld in Dhaka. The SADF _agreement would be. finalised D . resources. This is where the visited adesh, expressed onal blocs have already
lung. Given the deplorable condition of govern- would promote projects located soon. SADF may procure funds Some would say that the im- Lmﬁ;anmn with ASEAN is not his doubt the success of gmmmgml P#
ment-run hospitals overcommercialisation of in one or more countries of the = for the identified projects from of creation of the SAARC is  valid. The SAARC is yet to come -  the SAARC without India pay- g' e a ed
and lack of quality control in the private health- region that would be of eco- different sources like USAID, imited to football and South of age for many reasons. It is yet  ing more attention to the sensi- appreciate the fact that in
b Sl nomic interest for more than UNDP, Asian Development Asian games. Indeed it took to become the kind of interha- tive issues of the smaller neigh- the long-run collective eco-
care service, they obviously 1iced to be brought into |  one countries. Bank (ADB), World Bank. In-  quite some time for the SAARC tional forum or organisation it  bouring countries. This is obvi- nomic benefit would on
a symbiotic relationship. Whether the move to- The idea of establishment of ternational Monetary Fund partners to explore the vast was expected to be. Its smaller ous because India has tmy a each member's . oth-
witds integration will bring about the required SADF was mooted by Bhutan in (IMF) and other financial insti- economic possibilities of this member states are yet to be con- vital and commutative for = erwise all our exercises would
g €q the Sixth SAARC summit held tutions. rcgiunaurnu ing. Economic vinced of the kind of future of .establishing peace and stability degenerate into a mere formal-
improvement in the health sector is, however, ilngg{inlﬁb:élggmﬂmmher 21, '}"hct SADFI hgs' idtfrimﬂe;_:l 13  benefjt not agparcnt their regional organisation in this region which are essen- ity.
ething that alone : L ’91. 1he SAARC sum- projects including five from immediately. It was thought that they would like to have. tial for a ,lpcm:y economic As the SADF, its cre-
som g th*'ne can tell. How the intri mit held in New Delhi in May 2- desh on different sectors.  that the member-states had rﬁu— Not Lhaf}'nnc can say that it has  growth. ation is the result of merger of
cacies of integration are taken care of, will deter- ﬁg ;ﬁfﬂﬂ&du?ﬂﬁm ﬂ;cdﬁatab- 'Il‘llc s L;:]mjccts are : a tUﬂ"}"Ht:DmpEtitwc rather than failed as a regional organisa- : Professor Srinivasan is also two funds — SAARC Fund for
mine, to a l rec naows nicgra Sericulture projects complimentary economies and tion. The fact is, it has not been of the view, and s0, that Regional s and SAARC
e Aot arge extent, the quality of medicare in SADF through the merger of in B adesh at a cost TK for that reason SAARC's eco- able to achieve the measure of restriction on ad the : par-
try. SAARC fund for regi pro- 1.19 billion (119.10 crore), b) nomic prospects were consid- success it could. Some member-  entious bilateral issues at the ticipated in five of the 13 pro-
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina underscored the jects and the SAARC regional Manufacture of Drilling ered to be limited. countries of the SAARC have forum should and India jec recommended by the
need for a humanitarian attitud th f th b, Equipment and Surface Mini The possibilities of trade ex- tried in vain to say that the or- should not in the way of Fund for 1 Pro-
a ude on the part o e The ﬂ}r:c windows of the Bru ect at a cost of TK 2.4 ‘ pansion thr regional coop- ganisation should be turned removing this of jects. Even if is yet to
people involved in medical services. In a free-mar- fo Ematfu:“é; d“‘é‘f:;’ﬂ?;‘i‘i““i Iii;;"méﬂg-ﬂﬂ ﬂ;m‘fl-t c) ;Lﬁdﬂﬂ have 7 u{lu:dt]ﬂ be re- lnlﬂlfjl fﬁ’;“m Whﬂarﬁ all kmass btrﬂf thﬂhﬂl. “E nﬁ proponent of  achieve i economic btﬂkm
: 0 ntegra ary project at a ., EVen a .,and a cou SCUss matters. o 0 tr tion that . i is
:fhﬂ 'f_::unﬂmy‘ contraty tﬂhthe common impression, projects, 2 window for Institu- cost of TK 317 million (31.74 landmark in this dirncaﬂn was  their mutual concern, including Ee is, Professor Srinivasan also Now the ‘has come
€ humanitarian angle has a pragmatic implica- * tional and Human Resources  crore), d) Split Location Cement SAARC's Preferential Trading  the bilateral ones.-One can say has reservations about the ef- the member-countries lha:ﬁ
tion in that it can add to the competitiveness of Development projects and 3  Plant at a cost of TK 2.34 billion Arr angement (SAFTA) that restriction on addressing fectiveness and success of attach enough t:mt_:me to
their services. Those who are gifted with: humane window for Social and Infras- (234.80 crore), and e) Manufac- launched in April 1993. SAFTA the contentious bilateral issues SAPTA, one of the principal contributing their regu-
: tructure Development projects. ture of Double Sided and Multt which so t to give economic at the SAARC forum is not ;gru:mcnt of the . ‘H-u: larly. In no ecircumstances
quality will serve the ailing humanity any way — 1 & The member-countries of Lyer Printed Circuit Board at a teeth to the regional group ideal. There are many more in- ale Professor did npt mince should the fund be regulated to
without being goaded. But there nught to be new 11""!11‘!“ donated a total of 5 mil- cost of TK 224.9 million (22.49 aimed at liberalisation of in- ternational forum in today's his words in sa that he was importance. Our past
converts to the humanitarian c t : lon USI, dollars as the core  crore). - tra-SAARC trade through step- world like this seven-nation not enthusiastic about SAPTA. with quite a number
] UHEEP n a iree fmftipﬁajh of the fund country- This new finan agency by-step approach. A distinctive  regional forum, where members There has to be a coordinated of SARC initfatives has not
market system where either you give money's 5?"; 5 I:I; cakup is: Bangladesh will identify prospective pro- feature of SAFTA was that it  discuss almost anything under liberalisation 'of trade among been very happy. Let the eco-
worth thl‘ﬂugh the quality of your setvice or per- 200 dollars, hutan jects and recommend their im- enabled the least developed the sun. There is no reason why the member countries. Com- nomic initiative, particularly
multilateral

- mitment to liberalisation and
open market, it has been seen,

the one se
interests within the forum,

SAARC cannot be like that.
More so, because this is neces-

member-states: Bangladesh,
Bhutan

out

250,000 dollars. India Flﬂmhﬂi'llitﬂﬂﬂﬂ by carryi
easibility studies. The F

1,605,000 dollars, Maldives

. Maldives and

ish. So professionalism must be the medical prac- epal. to

titioners' ; 250,000 dollars, Nepal 567,500 will operate also for institu- receive tr - t - - 18
i motto o | dollars. Pakistan 1102000 “ terial o IEnen rebeuTore ey ot B aggu?;ﬁ“?:dﬁi fective Eﬁkcmmﬁfyufmm;:ti whl:lt;mmm" e e for indus-
€ prime minister's concern for a radical lm- ggllllﬂl'ﬂ and Sri Lanka 567,500 velopment projécts and social cate in ] measure, and also Not only the smaller SAARC tion the hos itality factor. trial productivity is most wel-
I the health sector has more budgerary saeang | pTis18 Percontof he fund  ent projects i hae Rotblr o Rein i oo dojourey  Dehbersaie bulnow apens  What the SANRC nesda s he  come heceuse Lbat iy the
un ects. as further 0 help the least developed a analysts of international rother S the member-countries the best
if the health sector has more budgetary support has been spent to carry out fea- revealed that desh members to expand thcirﬂpﬁ- eminence and stature have be- seven-nation forum was con- deal possible lmg::#ng them-

sibility study on the identified

year after year during her tenure. The practice al-
most the world over today is to make the medical
service at the public hospitals costly for patients.

gun to articulate their reserva- ceived. And the doors to open  selves

is nominated as the SAARC

ports by enhancing production
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Growing opposition to healthcare benefits and == = 2 2 = : : = = = =——e ""‘“"?5.‘:_*:_ — =
subsidies for government hospitals has frustrated |
=13 critici tatemen ri -

moves by governments even in rich countries to Fertiliser dealers byutiﬁ:l til:gaﬂaur; hézcﬂ: :‘?::Etl‘vfhlt: s%ﬁ:ad:;? b mu{“ 1%11-1; ﬁnﬁpwamiahmuﬁ eto Eﬂnmdamtmhihmrw nﬁlpmaw md”f 'ﬁgé;luﬂ: oty Ehml:ﬂ “:.‘,ET"‘“
ensure cheap medical services for the poor. In our needed . painfully very poor in intelli- Out of so many, at least one puteue right politics to set  basic structure and any act or  and their uﬂ
country we may not encounter a strong domestic Sir, We want to draw the nce, logic and norms. It is  iscaught and put fo trial. Let the  healthy, ethical and lawful po-  amendment violating them is only be issued after they are

“:I. ' b t d : kind notice of the ml:n.lﬁlry of Etrating to see all our ﬂﬂpi' trial le unbiﬂmd ﬂﬂn’d the litical Praﬂuﬂﬂ. void. found fit to drive commercial
opposition but donors and international agencies industry as well as other au- rations and hope are being guilty one be punished so that The Indemnity Ordinance, heavy and light vehicles.
may not like the idea of subsidising medical ser- | thorities concerned that at pre-  €vaporated out in the heat of to-  an exafnple is set that if anyone M R R Khan 1975, by violating the constitu-
vices here. sent there is no dealer of fer- (2l chaos created inside the Par-  takes power by force and estab-  3g Naya Paltan. Dhaka-1000 tional provisions of equal pro- 2. For avoiding accidents

tiliser under BCIC at Brahman-  llament. It would have been bet-  lishes autocracy is punished. : tection of law, right to life and and overspending by vehicies,

ter had they not been showing
us these proceedings exposin

nakedly the total bankruptcy o
nation’s leadership quality.

South Korean ex-president
Chun Doo-Hwan, after lapse of
so may years has been tried and
sentenced to death, inspite of

necessary police patrol should
be arranged on the national
highways. T e

protection of life and liberty in
accordance with law (Articles
31 and 32) has violated rule of
law and fundamental rights,

Let the afﬂﬁent in our society take initiatives
like that of late Dr Ibrahim — the founder of BIR-
DEM — to provide quality treatment for the poor at

- para thana. For this we, the

ts are facing a lot of
Mbﬁea in our farming. It may
be mentigned that the neigh-

The Indemnity

a nominal cost.
Export Target

Year by year the export target is upped. This be-
fits an export-led growth strategy. But it increases
the burden of performance materialisable only by
unhindered productivity, steady finishing-line
dynamism and rapid flow of orders from overseas.

This year's target is set at 4,380 million US dol-
lars, a good 21 per cent upswing in earnings over
the level of fiscal 1995-96. Hopes are basically
pinned on political peace, a fact that has been am-
| Ply illustrated by a markedly: increased export
earning in the trouble-free month of July. .

,We are relying on agricultural products and |
- readymade garments to meet the new éxport earn-
ing target. Both these areas had proved extremely
vulnerable last year to the vagaries of a deep-seated
g:htlcal stalemate. The RMG sector, despite all the
ttering it had taken, still contributed fo more -
| than 70 per cent of the total export earnings with
"| 1.94 billion US dollars made in place of the tar-
ﬁnd 2 billion dollars. This year target for the.
G sector is 2,300 million dollars. '
The exporters have fiscal incentives in the new
‘budget and their competitiveness should be bol- |
stered by the latest round of devaluation of Taka,
the since July. "

%

bouring thanas Burichang and
Debi have 3 and 6 dealers
respectively of their own. Since
thére is no dealer in our thana
the poor farmers like us are
Empcl]ed tﬂfhtti?:: fﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁ from
e dealers o nei uring
thanas at an sive rate. As
such, we are not
cient amount of fertiliser at a
fair price. We could get fertiliser
at a cheaper rate if dealership
was offered to the inhabitants
of our thamna. :
We hope that the authority
con would consider the
above mentioned mater and

take steps to remove
sufferings of the f; rs in
general. ' ‘
Jubaer, Khalid Pintu
Madhabpur
Pursue the right

politics

' Sir, W}Eﬂmdm
a minglnd agonising ex-

In true sense the qual-

3 whole
system is almost chilled to
numb. tion's criticism is
harsh, but in response of the

. op

getting suffi- -

It is the responsibility of the
party in power to know the
right art and skill to handle the
sition. Party in power will
only succeed in giving a good
government if it can evaluate
ap;.irlrupriate and adequate skill,
technigque and methodology to
manage and to establish proper
working relation with the op-
position. In a parliamentary-
system of government, real po-
litical game is in knowing and

iﬂﬂllyh;f ethically, the art and

getting cooperation
ifrom the op tion. ere is
no reason that a party like

Awami Lcaﬁue will not succeed
in this political game, if not the
party is ﬁt anchorgd to '75 syn-
drome, The party should come
out of the embrace of that black
coat to be homogenous with the
mass with wide horizon of tho-
ughts and understanding mind

that it is 1996, the doorstep of

next century!

What is it all in doing a futile
exercise to establish the
of so-called t of con-
sensus? With once called 'the
pet o tion leader' (Griho-
to hi Dolio Neta) and
'master’ , what
the in power is aiming to
ac e is hazardous and
unethical approach. Ultimate
result of this will not
be good and the nation will

the fact that he was the archi-
tect of marvelous improve-
ments in the field of economy
and technology of his country.

By punishing the ex-president,
nether the office of the presi-
dent nor that of chief of army
has been down-graded. Rather
South Korea has emerged as a
country of lawful civilised soci-
ety.

How could it be the style of
politics for Awami League to
nourish that ‘master' in a cosy
subjail set in the compound of
Sangsad complex? After the

victory of Liberation War, in-
stead of mercilessly putting
those on trial, Bangabandhu or
AL in his name also spread veil
of ‘political shelter on so many
a persons with absolute ques-
tionable integrity at that time
and with y we all see them
now and the role they play.
Awami League must not fail to
learn lesson from the past.
Winning fine parliamentary
seats is not the criterion to de-
termine one's innocence. Let the
law tﬁhe its mmmmlc without
any bias from the state. Using
that ‘grihokarta’ and his ‘'gri-

hopalito neta’ as su t to
stand against ulgmrult
from the

- is nuhttﬂu-
[ Ccs taming t
ion. It is dangerous :ﬁ

tes how empty AL is in its

justice is on the

Ordinance, 1975
Sir, This letter has reference
to the article entitled "The In-

demnity Ordinance, 1975 — [is

“Legal Implications" by Barris-

ter Rafique-ul Huq, published
in two installments in The
Jli)ggusy Star of 23 and 24 August,

Barrister Huq has argued
that the 1975 Indemnity i-
nance has not become part of
pur Constitution and hence can
be repealed by simple majority
of votes in the Parliament. Un-
fortunately, Barrister Huq has
not explained his contention. |
submit, repeal by simple major-
ity is not free from legal con-
troversies. It does not mean
that the killers of bandhu
and the members of his family
cannot be prosecuted. This can
be done on many other grounds,
some of which have been men-
tioned by Barrister Huq him-

. self. ] am of the view that the

best way to bring the killers to
ground of ratio
decidendi of the judgement of
the Appellate Division of our
Supreme Court in the B8th
Amendment Case (Anowar Hos-
Eniln VS St]:t:}. The Appclluﬁe
vision has unequivoca
stated that basic ltruft_]\‘un: of t.h:
Constitution cannet be
mdn:::‘ All th;:r:unuurlhle
judge Justice AT M Afzal ht::

adversely affecting thereby ba-
sic structure of our Constitu-
tion. The impugned Ordinance,
therefore, is ab initio. The
competent court has te declare
it so. ;

Dr M Shah Alam
Dean. Faculty Law, University

of Chittagong

Frequent accidents on
national highways

Sir. My attention has been

drawn to the bold and timely
directive issued by
Minister to all law enforcing
agencies to successfully arrest
frequent highway accidents.
The Prime
our
timely intervention in this sit- ,
uation.

the Prime

inister deserves

special appreciation for her

You will no doubt that

most of these accidents occur
due to ill-trained drivers, un-
safe huh—med driving and
sometimes
hicles. | have been asséciated
with the transport
more thmu':m and | would
st
gllle e
timely deaths of innocent citi-
2P —

dilapidated ve-

sector for

un-

- :{hln case of accidents and
aths proper compensation to
the bereavﬁ iinmi]iea shmﬂthc d be
given and the lapses on rt
of drivers should be muip\:ly'
dealt with. i

Abdul Matlub Ahmed

195. C/A. ‘
Dhaka-1

Sir, This letter comes to you
as a mark of protest against an
editorial of your esteemed
daily, published on the 22nd of
August, titled 'Worth Noting.' |
B ok S whits you S

: ile you .
est alri:yngent puninhmmm
abusers and traffick-
ers as well. The other day you
have published an editorial ex-
prrufng hifh gratitudes to-
wards an act of amnesty made
the President to an American
rl, who was given lifeterm by
A Da adeshi nmm'hfor heroin
trafficking. Now,. .what anyone
can name this act other than
‘double standard'?

Kazi Golam
Assistant Accountani
Audit & Accounts Training

Segunbagicha, Dhake: 1000



