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HE memary of 4 reason-
ably healthy atmosph-
ere in the educational
campuses has become quite
hoary now for the sheer lenght
of the re of factionalism.
terrorism, and vioclence. The
rnfn.' of anarchy looks destined

to live long enough to make all

of us forget that there was a
time when students in

adesh went to educational
institutions mainly for aca-
demic pursuits. The alarmed
and abrupt sliding down ol

Student Poli

Problem of Stakes

by Chandra Shekhar Das

in the conquest of Troy, these
male militias entered the col-
lege campus in burnouses to
provide the decisive element in

key. The process of extending .

the acres of new allegiance is
going on unabated making a
mockery of the government vow

derstandably idealism is a gone
case with them.

In fact, the invisible but per-
vasive presence of the political

FOCUS
tics : The

other plaees. at the quarters of

the low ranking government

cinployes at areas like -Azim-
pur. Of late even the dorms for
ris have been used as the un-
ikely hidingl Placés for
weapons. People familiar with'
the arms cycle in the university
would even suggest the in-
volvement of intelligence per-
sonnel in the past to enhance
the prospect of a particular
arty. Compared to this, the
raditional softness of the law

towards the
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Higher and Te

AUDENT mobility is the
. driving fofrce to the g lo-
balisation eof education,
It is estimated that bg the year
2000 there would be 2.8 hiﬂi?:m
students®around the world
studying outside their countries
~ more than halfl of them from
Asia.
Presently, USA is the great-
est provider of higher and ter-

JAn

rtiary Education in

by Hedayat Ahmed

whom about 46,000 ace in uni-
versities. This number is likely
to reach more than 100,000 in
the ‘next 15 years with theé
largest number coming from
a and China.

This is because Australian
institutions are recognised and
respected memberts of the inter-
national academic communi-
ties. Australian education sys-

-

Aus_tralia

X

‘exchange, academic/research

collaboration etc. Many uni-
versities of USA., UK and ‘Eu- -
rope, China, Japan and East
Asia, ASEAN countries, Pacific
Island countries. Latin Amer-
ica and India have joined in

* this net. work . The total num-

ber of such formal links cur-
rently stand at 2215 with USA
topping the list at 344, China

; : s . forcing agenc
shutters at different seats of the battle of political lo stamp out power politics leaders behind turmoil on the o : tiary education in the world,
higher education including the supremacy in angther educa- from universities. From the campus has become so mon- student f}‘nnt “%, the party in Th:"'IT aiviation- e Iiktl}"u te :1“& t;“gﬂa very gﬁﬁlll slan{!an:ll 243]— %Ejﬂlﬂ i:;wi{} fﬁﬂdﬂﬂﬂ&i& 110 |
now notorious nucleus of them  tional institution. . parralel existence of two thi strous that even the nuine %r pales.ont. in inslgnifi- change if the Simson Bill which  other awa:%r::rﬂe}:chrpc ﬁ?lsd:rﬁ;ﬂ 21’ :}r from aE.tm..'-:l11[.1,1-:un:l'-zlzf:ﬂl?::I l;lanswjef;r
all. Dhaka University, is a de- The trouble at Eden College  proud. prowling ol the armed efforts very few and far between went before the Congress some  recognition. Australia offers a benefited frem such ‘'associa-

pressing reminder of.-the writ-
ing on the wall. if any amount
of hope was left by chance at
some corner of the optimistic

. minds, the u{e. and horrible

corifrontation between the rival
factions of a reputed college
only the other day put paid to it.
t that the e students
belonging to the student wings
of the two major political par-

is the unfolding of a nastier
shade of the unfatheamably vi-
tiated milieu of our educational
institutions. The dormitories of
Dhaka University have long
been thejdens of the armed ac-
tivists of student fronts of polit-
ical parties. With Jatiyo Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) losing its:
charm and appeal among the
students for its gradual distanc-

activists under the signboard of
the pro-goverimmnerd organisa-
tion and the recurrent anti-ter-
rorism utterance of npne other
than the prime mirister herself
two conclusions can be drawn.
Either Awami League's student
front has become so much of a
frankenstein that it can make
Jdight of the intention or in-
struction of the party high

though of the law enforcers to
flush out the criminals hardl

bear any fruit. Althoug

weapons of various size, range
and effectiveness are displayed
every now and then by the
armed activists, hardly any
weapons are recovered from the
halls during the raids. It is be-
cause the arms and ammuni-
tion. contrary lo the rationale

However it is not the com-
parative hugeness of monstros--
ity which is at the core of the
problem in the educational in-
stitutions. The fact is our

politicians have too man%f
f

stakes in student politics.

they are at all serious about
what they say or, for that mat-
ter, if the country's people and
future {s of any consequence to

six months back is eventually
Eassgd by the legislature. The

ill seeks to enforce restric-’
tions on use of federal, state or
‘local funds for the benefit of

non-immigrant: foreign stu-
dents and limiting the duration
of stay of foreign students in
USA.

This restriction will be par-
tially offset by liberal enroll-

safe, secure and multi-cultural
environment renowned for
making overseas students feel
at home.

The majority of Interna-
tional students in Australia are
paying full-fees. lein% and tu-
ition cost compare favourably
with other developed countries
having a similar standard of
education. There are 38 univer-

tion.

The University of Asia Pa-

cific (UAP) a newly-established

private university has recently
finalised an academic collabo-
ration programme with the
University of New England.

‘Armidale. NSW. Under the Um-

brella of this programme, UAP
will award in Bangladesh UNE's
bachelor degree in business

ties of Bangladesh came to ing from the epicentre of politi- command or the party in power behind police raids on the dor- them. they should 11 : ' '

: ) - . pull these | ment policy for overseas stu- sities in Australia — : 3
blows for the t time. Reports ca? power. the struggle for estab- does not mean what it says. It is mitories, -actually come [rom  stakes immediately and place | dents in Alzjstr'a.iia. ‘At present, arg.pui;nf?; El ]t'und-:?l]. : %‘;‘é :;ﬁ? ;‘:'ftsmiﬁ:;‘égﬂ:n éﬂli?l"::;}%ﬁ;
suggesting the presence of mod-  lishing authority in the educa-  as simple as that. But according  outside. Informed sources have them in the welfare of people. | there are about 80,000 full-fee  rollment varies betweern 3 and UNE will also offer piaécnmni

erm amazons in the educational
institutions have been appear-
ing for a couple of vears. But

H

tional arena narrowed to that
between Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal, (JCD), t

he biggest student

to re
there is a section within the
Awami League which havin

ports and insiders' views

been quoted to have revealed
that the weapons used during

+ the operations are kept, among

They have taken huge toll on
public patience. It is about time
they repaid some.

paying overseas students in

| Australian secondary and posts

secondary institutions, of

Yes, No, May be Pakistan
Considers the Test Ban Options

Shakil Shaikh

30 thousand students and an-
nual tuition fees for undergrad-
uale courses between USS6500

v and USS 23.000. Likewise, the

cost of living in Australia can
be variable. based on choice of
city or-town ranging between
USS 7500 and U 9000, Al
these universities maintain
uniform academic standard
closely monitored by the state,

Apart from formal univer-

to UAP students in the final

year of the Degree programime

at their campus at Armidale. It
is expected that similar collab-
oration in other fields of study
will follow in future. :

The University of Asia Pa-
cific is also planning to set up
an English If'ang*l.m.‘glﬁ.- training
centre in association with the
Australian Centre for Lan-
ﬁuages of Sydney, one of the

A tEStln sfty education, Australia has nest English language t L
from Islamabad * g time for the world developed a unique system for ing  eatoblshienis 5o foin-
: R SEESTe those who missed out the uni-  tralia. The Bangladesh centre

The Pakistan govern- ) ' . B versity education or want to due to start functioning in

aie ment is treading a W ‘| study something that is not of- 1997 will offer internationally-

Pt gt

' -— photo

difficult line -in  in-
ternational. negotiations
to thrash out a treat

banning nuclear tests. [t

does not want to be seen
as s the , but

‘a handful

2.000 tests

fered at a university. This al-
ternative system popularly
known as TAFE - Technical and
Further Education — offers an
opporlunity te those who could
not get the opportunity of for-

recognised English language
courses for students, business
executive, professionals. En-
glish language teachers and

~other targel groups using most

modern and up-to-date interac-

iling 81 tesls mal edueation earlier or want  tive teaching methods.

it cannot afford to be to pursue life-long learning in .
seen as losing out to 3 1.000+ tests spare time to improve skill or All of the Australia's uni-
Tidta in  the rcgiunal e 6500 acquire new knowledge . There versities are est.alalished updgr
arms race. ' 44 are about 200 TAFE colleges in ~ >tate or Territorial legisla-
1000 Austraha}t which makes 'alter- Eﬁlﬁiﬁtﬁi tg;l;;;ﬁgfga}ﬂ?;;_
. . fheii nalive edwucgtion’ i :
HILE the Pakistan ucgtion appealingand  iiial responaibility for funding

Governunent sta its
hand over whether or

not to sign the international

nuclear test ban treaty. oppos-
ftion leaders and retired
military officers have been
pressing for an unequivocal
"No."

More awkwardly for Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's Gov-
ernment, so, too, has the father
of the_country's nuclear pro-

ramme, Dr. Abdul Qadeer

ments do not find many echoes
at home. y
"The entire nation is united
and unanimous that Pakistan
shoyld not ink the treaty.” said
Opposition leader and former
Prime Minister. Nawaz Sharif.
Sharil listed his four major
conditions for signing as the
meeting of all national security

Dr. Mubashir Hassan. a
former Finance Minister and a
close aide of former Pritne Min-
ister Zulfigar Ali Bhutto. coun-
selled against signing the
treaty. "though I'm opposed to
an explosion.”

A former chief of the coun-
try’'s powerful Inter-Services In-
telligence agency, Lt. Gen.

much more accessible. These
colleges offer qualifications,
among other things in hotel
management, travel and
tourism. bysiness studies, civil
engineering, architecture, in-
formation technology. avia-
tion, photography. advertising,
public relations and marketing,
lood technology. fashion design
and many. more. Many tend to
specialise in certain areas of-
lering intensive training in a

the public institutions. Since
1992. Australian -universities
have undergone an annual as-
sessment ol their quality as-
surance procedures. On the ba-
sis of these assessments, Fed-
eral Government funding worth
S 210 million has been awarded
to universities to focus on fur-
ther quality assurance pro-
gramimnes.

The Australian Vice-chan-
cellor's Commiittee is the apex

what ha on Thursda organisation of the now out of been unable to make the most han requirements and resolution of (Retd). Hamid Gul. de PACiCUSAL proleasion. isati

: _ . . ; . demanded : -
leading to s dubi- ywer BNP and Bangladesh of party's gain in the June 12 "We neutralised Indiass all securily concems: resolu- that the President should stop TAFE colleges offer associ- El_'fﬁg:]saﬁlit:{?]::pggi?g::}% ﬁ;ﬂa_
nu}dhﬁru:ﬁm n; the newest :Chhatra e, (BCL) the stu- elections is waging a campaign { overwhelming conventional tion of the Kashmir issue ac- the governmeént [rom jnaking "a | ate diploma and dipioma in  tionally and jn.tf-rﬂs[unnauyf
addition in the list of dent front of the ruling Awami _ of subversion to take revenge of superiority and .the nuclear cording to UN resolutions: set-  suicidal shift” and signing the | major fields and certificates in  Its aimis {o serve the best inter-

- academies closed sine die in a

League. Although JCD has had

the loss of personal cause. Un-

threat by achieving nuclear ca-

tlement of all disputes with In-

pact.

minor fields. Depending on the

ests of universities and.

spate of shut-downs owing to  its undisputed sway in kéeping less these elements are dealt ability but it would all have dia: and the signing of a no-war But following a meeting in | prefterred field of studies., a
: 1 : : through them, highe A -
escalating tension receantly, was dlhttlzlmnlrﬂi of the halls of resi- with severely, the calls of cru- een futile if we were to now pact between Pakistan and In- Islamabad with the vtsitirl,c,lr!‘lr US | TAFE gualification can lead to tiun.utjfn!th nes:nl‘.linnal!f}l:l ?ngdglllglr:-
A : ce of almest all the institu-  sade against violence on ¢am- | sign CTBT (Comprehensive dia. Ambassador to India. Frank | university entrance and points  ally, The AV-CC carries out a
tons including Dhaka Univer- pus will largely remain '‘as. | Test ban Treaty) uni ally.” Fourteen parties issued a  Wisner. Foreign Minister Aseff | earned it TAFE course can be  coordinating role for the Uni-

sity. ‘the retwrn- of Awami -

-sound and fury signifying neth-

said Dr. Khan- a 1

-fohn communigyé at the end of

Ahmed All said that Pakistan

awardod towards wriversity de-

versity Mobility in Asia and the

* ﬁmhp-—-mm- mlu the heart of the execu- ing. who 20 years ago laid the foun- July rejecting a unilateral sign- wortld not block the finalisa- | grees. thus making this field of paci
_ ‘ - _ ; : - ; _ - _ acific M . : -
panied by astonishing acts of tive of state after 21 years if the Awami League's failure | dation of what is today the ing ol the treaty by Pakistare tion of the treaty. education a stepping stone in gr;;mf]fim?:a;f]:ﬁ"éﬁciuﬁgg
vandalism and vielence. The heralded an automatic reinvig- to arrest the new found aggres- I{har! Research Laboratories. The ngcmuﬂn has alleged that Sone opinion lormers are the quest for higher academic students and staff exchange
militant members of the pro  oration of its student front sion of its studenl front is con- His words on matters nu-" Islamabad and Washington - trying to use the possibility ol qualification. within the region.

{fa League and the BNP backed

Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal

: t with such fury that

have done some of their

male counterparts proud. They

upon a cornered mem-
of the rival group like a

Chhatra ue. Despite prime
mjnjltf:r':::%]cia] declaration
of a crushed against terrorism
on campus and the apparent

al to the administra-

een
g:m fo deal the situation with
ruthless neutrality, almost
overnight the dormitorjes un-

fusing, the one that of BNP is
confounding. Its leadess and
activists are quoted to hgve said
that Chhatra League's recent
offensive to establish control
on the haills led to the trouble as
if control of the halls Was some-
thinﬁ providentially bestowed -
&

clear are considered definitiver
by many Pakistanis.
Islamabad's traditional po-
sition is that it would never
sign the treaty unless and until
India did. In the current round
of CTBI negotiatiens 'in
Geneva. India has been refusihg

have a secret understanding
that Pakistan will finally ac-
quigsce.

Opposition politicians are
also demanding a thorough par-
liamentary debate on the issue.
Their stand increased pressure
on Prime Minister Benazir

Pakistani adherence to the
treaty to obtain political bene-
fits on other fronts.

"Pakistan's primarv concern
is its security, which is directly
linked to the dispute with India
on Kashmir.” said The Nation.
“If the worid can find a way of

Australia has becbme a key
player in international educa-
tion in the last 10 years. With
80 000 international students.
Ausiralia's universities have
become internationalised, This

rocess of internationalisation
as occurred across programme

Our erception of Aus-
tralian education system is
pitifully limited. While many
countries’ specially from Asia
have been benefited from this
forward-looking education
system of Australia, Bangla-
desh has fallen behind . The

pack of wolves. It was collective derwent a sea-change in politi, - on them. Student politics over to, sign. Bhutto. who said. 'Pakistan resolving that. Pakistan may | areas of: International Student  country should take advantage
rﬂullnfmuhhmmtl at cal al . From the ratio the years has proved such a Despite New Delhi's posi- Would not like to become an- even consider living in the | Programmes. Integnationali- of this opportunity and initiate
its crudest form. . punches ol eight is to three in favour of dripping roast for the political tion, the Pakistan Govern- other Bosnia by adopting a shadow of a nuclear power, that | sation of Teaching Offshore steps Lo improve its hinwnan
.and rugby style en JCD, the figure just got reversed organisattons that they have ment. keen to avoid the oppro-  unilateral stance on the nu- India is aiming to become, and | and Distance Education. polential through close link.age
one, there was all in plenty; In as the armed activists of Chha- got used to thé idea of consider brium of the Unijted States and clear and missile control is: sign the CTBT. Technical Assistance and Tra- with Australia. - |
addition to this ation of tra League outn ed their ing halls of residence as the | other major powers, has riot is- sues, as Pakistan was a victim “The US may not able ta see | ining. International Research

viplence, twenty-five rooms of Chhatra Dal cou rts andg houses of politics. sued an outright rejection. of four Indian aggressions in it now but it will perhaps find | Links and International The writer, president of the
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dormitories were van-

with defection stfmming from

With the iticlans pursu-

‘We will have to see the

the past "

oul that with the Kashmir prob-

Students, and Community

University of Asia Pacific. re-

dalised. Worse, -‘male accom- the obvious reason of some ing the dangerous h of intro- shape and form the (reaty fi- "It is hard to believe that any lem out of the way. it will be far Support Services. cently visited Australia (o pro-
plices of these criminals in the protean elements' eternal in- ducing power as the source of mally takes. We have some con-  responsible government would easier to persuade even India to As a consequence of this dy- mote academic collaboration
Cloaks of students were sig- . clination to be closg to the profit it is small wonder that cerns which must be removed,” acquiesce . and agree to waive signn the CTBT. " — GEMINI namic policy all the Australian betiveen UAFP and Australian
nalled in to map the opera- source of . the hitherto students are getting increas- Ambassador Munir Akram told the condition of making Indija NEWS universities have entered into universities. He is a former Sec-
tion. In a ay ol martial in- bastions of JCD like Mohsin ingly adept in preferring muscle the Conference on Disarina- a signatory loo,” stated the |s- SHAKIL SHAIKH is senior collaboriition programme with retary. Ministry of ' Education
genuity which reminds one of hall nmde an sesame act, power o sweal as Lhe means Lo men! in Geneva. lminabad -based English daily correspondent cath The News' URIVOE=11Its  OvVeTseas coverin and « tormer Director of LUN-
the diabolical Greek ﬂl’m Power is such m.in'ﬂﬂﬂtél!jf PHI‘UIT the Fﬂ-f‘-ﬂlufrh of life. Un- | Bul Akram's careful com e Nalion irg Iskearneabrerel coriid Reins rdp el 1001 afeas s strddemsaand sta ESttdy ek,
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