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Time for Bold Steps

The Indian ftoreign minister s comment to this
newspaper that he will open a new chapter in
Bangladesh-India relations during his current
visit has created a spirit of optimism in all of us.
However, his remarks faces its first test this
morning. Will he and his team reiterate the old po-
sitions — and be "prisoners of the past” as he has
himself put to us — or will they make some new and
bold moves? Will Bangladesh also be bold enough
to consider some legitimate limitations of the In-
dian side and show greater understanding?

To get straight to the point, Bangladesh can
show a great deal of understanding in many areas,
except Ganges water where the Indian side will
have to show the courage and new thinking.

As we understand, the Indian position is that the
flow of water at Farakka has decreased to the ex-
tent that Bangladesh's demands cannot be met.
Figures, jointly shared up to 1988. show that flow
at Farakka has remained at 55,000 cusecs which
was the base figure on which the 1977 agreement.
renewed up to 1988, was based. So the question is
how much, if at all, has the flow decreased to ne-
cessitate India to move away from the figure agreed
up to '88. There has been some withdrawal in West
Bengal and some upstream, which together does
not, in our view, amount to a figure that should
compel the Indian side to move away from the
agreement kept operative up to '88.

There is another point that needs to be made.
The actual 'pf:'riucl during which water sharing re-
ally becomes a crisis is maximum 30 to 45 days.
The question therefore is, can we not show some
new courage to solve a problem whose duration ac-
tually is a month and a half? For the rest of the
year water sharing arrangement is not that prob-
lematic.

The Indian Foreign Minister and his team must
move away from their "mindset”, as he had put it,
which will encourage us move away from ours.

While we do not expect the solution of all out-
standing problems immediately, we definitely ex-
pect a very useful, and hopefully dramatic, start
towards solving our problems. It is time for both
sides to show courage, imagination and, most im-
portantly, vision.

Arrest Peace

Hopefully, Dhaka University will reopen on
Monday. Fugitive peace, flown out by the report of
gunshots, looks set to return to the campus.
Slathers of thanks to the new, acting VC who con-
trary to the loathsome tradition of people not be-
ing too enthusiastic in an unconfirmed capacity,
has shown commendable sincerity and alacrity to
restore normalcy. Kudos also to the stakeholders
in student politics who have pulled their horns in
for strategic or whatever reasons. One hopes, good
sense, so vital for peace evoking strange similarity
these days betweeén DU campus and the Middle East
by its sheéer rarity. is not digested as quickly as the
biryani they were reported to have had to celebrate
Thursday's 'accord’. _

We are hopeful because the latest contract of re-
straint is not exactly a twice told tale. There are
one or two features in the ten-point package which
look new and effective provided they are stuck to
sincerely and generally. One that merits ready ref-
erence is the complete clearing of the halls before
the scrutinised refilling of them by the legitimate
dwellers just to keep out non-student armed hoods.

Novelties no longer remain novelties when they
get lost in the labyrinth of futile familiarities. The
beleaguered process of peace may prove a fragile
china if the country's cicaques react irresponsibly.
More so, because the last rite of the June 12 elec-
tions has just been accomplished and the air has
more than its usual share of provocative particles.
Let the gains or losses of it be ploughed back into
the young account of democracy, the more concrete
symbol of which is the parliament and let peace
enjoy a healthy and long life on campus.

" ADisaster, Indeed

Hilsa fish worth Tk 2 crore has rotted in three
days in the greater Barisal district owing to fall in
_ice production, says a report.

One reason why the Bengalees are a gredt fish-
eaters without their having either tuna or salmon
on the daily dish is possibly that they have one
world-beater species — and in plenty. Take a look
at the beauty ealled Hilsa or Ilish — what a sculp-
ture reaching out to be architecture! The lines, the

proportions, the volumes. And all the world's sil-
ver is there! '

Recent experience says in a fish-famine condi-
tion that began from Hilsa eaters doubling in
number from 10 to 20 crore on both sides of Rad-
cliffe Line and the drying up of rivers, it has been
only the Hilsa which sustained the Bengalee. The
pressure on it, however, kept mounting as sweetwa-
ter fishes continued to decline and the destroyer in

travels up rivers to spawn in fresh water and the
fish-starved Bengalee started to catch the Hilsa
fries — something they haven't done in thousands
of years. Result: Last week even in Chandpur port it
was selling at Tk 80 a kg. Hilsa hasn't ever sold as
dear as it did this past year.

And in such a time, for Hilsa worth Tk 2 crore to
rot is nothing short of a disaster. A big shortfall in
ice production at the Barguna, Patuakhali and
Patharghata plants, all owing to electricity load-
shedding, led to this tragedy. This must be a recur-
rent phenomenon there. What remedial measures
have so far been taken? The ice plants are not on
any national power grid. It is all locally geperated
power they use. Why then local authorities cannot
set this right? If it is found to be absolutely impos-

| sible to ensure unbroken power supply to the:ice

plants, for unknown ' technical reasons, why

have contingency
power arrangements? -

Will the district authorities please look into the
matter before the Prime Minister is ultimately

l_wed to intervene?

man arose to deplete the Hilsa itself. This sea fish

| displayed

Trade Liberalization and Environment: Friend or Foe?

HERE is now available a

growing literature on the
effects of trade liberal
izalliom on environmeni. The

success stories of the so-called
"Asian tigers” that have
robust rates of
economic growth for decades
with their outward-looking
trade strategy have, of late, be-
gun to unveil the negative state
of their respective environ-
ment [t is being argued that the
boom in exports resulted in the
doom for environment and, in
consequence, the benefits of
trade expansion (mainly
through exports) seem to have
been partly submerged by the
costs In terms of environmen-
ltal hazards

Robert Repetto of the World
Resources Insutule appears Lo
draw our attention to the trade-

| environment nexus and submit
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some valuable views or an en-

vironment [riendly trade
regimne (“Trade and Sustainable
Development’ tin M G Quibria
ed: Critical Issues in Asian De-
velopment, OUP). Repetto cited
few examples of rapid growth at
the cost of environment and
figured at Thailand © "rapid in

dustrial growtih in Thailand
has raised hazardous waste
generation to 1.9 million tons
per year in 1990 and Industry's
share has doubled to 58 per cent
in a decade A four fold increase
in the volume of hazardous
waste is expected by 2001

Furthermore. “energy consump
tion is growing at 8 per cent per
yefar faster than gross domestic
product (GDP) and Thailand is
shifting toward domestic lig

ORK impartially
with absolute free-
dom, arrest and pu-
nish the terrorist. whoever he
might be Even a minister giv-
ing shelter to terrorists won't be
spared”. This was the clarion
call made by the Prime Minis-
ter. limely voicing the senti-
ment of the broad masses of
people who have vested their
awiul majesty in her to fulfill
their hopes and aspirations to
lead them tg the desideratum.
Here she administers to the
popular needs by way of a direc-
tive to the administration and
law enforcing agencies. The di-
rective needs to be carried out in
letter and spirit to hold the edi-
fic.. of the state from falling
apart, particularly so when the
nation building institutions
like universities and colleges

"

‘are being closed one after an-

other consequent upon acts of
terrorism. '
Ours is a democratic polity.

In a.democratic dispensation
the perfect maintenance of law
and order is an indispensable
necessity. Democracy — the sys-
tem of governance by the peo-
ple. of the people and for the
people’ — aims to enable the in-

dividual to be his best. This ob-

jective of democracy remains
unfulfilled unless there is the
rule of law to provide for equal-
ity not only of justice but also of
rights in all spheres of lffe — po

litical, economic, social and
moral. The best possible devel-

“opment of the individual de-

mands the existence of a condi-
tion of life which is charac-
lerised by peace and tranquil-
lity. for an individual can exer-
cise his talents fully only when
he is not only provided with op-
rtunities to do so but also
ept undisturbed in the course
of continuance of his practice
so long as his pursuit does not
encroach upon others. The
work-place of the individual,
and for that matter the entire
country since it is the work-
place of all the individuals
within the national boundary,
should be an abode ‘where peace
forever dwells'. not a pande-
monium, chaotic and confusive.
Law is an all-pervasive in-
strument of the society and its
being so is warranted by social
needs. Law encompasses the en-
lire gamut of human relation-

"In effect, countries suffer from underinvestment in institutional capacity and infrastructure for environ-
ment management. The problem is one of underinvestment, in that the averted damages and costs would

generously repay the needed

nite — a very dirty fuel for elec-
tricity generation. This will
have u unate implications
for air quality. B k has al-
ready exceeded World Health
Organization's health stan-
dards for several air pollutants.
Lead. mainly from vehicle
emissions is found 4n blood
samples at levels three times
higher than in the United
States and Eur ., increasi
the risk of strokes in adults

the incidence of mental retar-
dation in children.”

In his thought provoking ar-
ticle, Repetto also succin
brought to the fore the ra
cations of an outwardlooking
trade strat on environment
in China. Indonesia and some
other countries. He views that
increased openness to trade in-
vited several problems for
China For example, ‘industrial
wasle water discharges more
than doubled in the latter half-
of the 19808, far outstripping
treatment capacities and heav
ity polluting surface and ground
waters consequently most of
the urban Chinese population
depends on unsafe drinking wa-
ter, with severe health conse-
quences. For example, a mas-
sive epidemic of hepatitis A in

Shangahi afflicted 300 000
people " to goes on to show
that in PRC and Indonesia

there continues to be bulge in
exports while Lhe critical issue

of environment is kept at bay
Openness of the economy is
growingly contributing to some
of the world's highest concen-
trations of fine particulates and
sulphur oxides, some of the
most acid rainfalls in the world
etc. Industrial and househoid
effluent Iﬂadin‘gl. allegedly.
ham&ruﬂly polluted most ur

ban $urface and ground water
supplies. In Jakarta. for exam-
ple. 28 per cent of women and

looking strategies have con
tributed 10 a dramatic reduction
in poverty, to a substantial rise
in.standard of living of a lar

fraction of peopie. "The chal-
lenge is to ensure that newly
created resources ang capabili-
ties, are used to contain and
diminish environmental pres-
sures”. And the challenge can
mostly be faced through an ar-
senal of regulations to contain
environmental degradation,

Beneath the Su

s R

by Abdul Bayes
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children suffer from respird.
tory diseases — an outgrowth ol
rapid increase in energy use, s

ially. vehicle
pﬁ:ﬁhnu] openness of the
economy and hence trade liber

alization be made responsibile
for the woes to occur? Repetto
tends to hold the view that
“these growing environmental
problems by no means imply
that trade liberalization and its
associated outward looking de-
velopment strategy have been a
mistake or are inconsistent
with sustainable development -
As we all are aware, outward

Available evidence tend to show
that pollution control costs
rarely exceed two per cent of the
value of sales. Problems mount
because. in most cases. envi-
ronmental standards are vague.
monitoring is inadequate and
enforcement is lax, discrimina-
tory or sometimes non-existent
A govermmnent can bank on
land use regulations to mini-
mize environmental rots. "With
effective land use controls. eco-
logically vulnerable and wvital
areas can be protected, envi
ronmentally damaging activi-
ties can be restricted 1o loca

tions where they do the least
harm and residential devel-
opment can be kept apart from
potential exposure to environ-
mental hazards ™ Zoning regu-
lations for the locations of
small and medium industries
can help contain the of
the environmental degrada-
tion. A balanced approach to
infrastructural chvgopmﬂnt is
a precondition for an environ-
ment friendly wth of com-
munication_ nfortunately,
there is very little investment
on collection. treatment. stor-
age and disposal of hazardous
waste in many of the countries
of the developing world. "In ef-
fect. countries suffer from un-
derinvestment in institutional
capacity and infrastructure for
environment t. The
problem is one of underinvest-
ment. in that the avwerted dam-

ages and costs would generously
repay the needed expenditures.”

A group of the "hard core’
environmentalists tend to at-
tack outward looking strategies
and seem to point to an inward
looking strategy as an alterna-
tive to contain envirenmental
hazards No would, i-
bly. be far from the truth if one
hews on that line of argument.
Take the case of PRC when. in
the years prior to economic re-
form. it ived with acute envi-
ronmental degradation. "Ineffi-
cient state-owned heavy indus-

Improving the Law and Order

by M Arshad Ali

ship and no nook and corner,
niche and curve is there that is
not ted by law. 'From the

child's primer to the latest
newspaper come within the
purview of law What is neces
sary is proper enforcement of
the law coupled with adequate
respect and allegiance that it
deserves in exchange of ines-
timable service it renders. It is
in this respect that we have
been failing and that accounts
for our failure to the ﬂnwtrmg
of the genius of our people an

instead of constructing happy
abode of peace we have cm'wc!)a
dark dungeon’ well-nigh ynfit
for human dwelling.

Laws are there in the politi-
cal field providing for freedom

of expression tnablm% people to
cherish differepce ol opinion

* rules admisstons are made

sumed such a gigantic propor
tions that honest and less pro
ertied are beginning to find I.II:r
race of election a competition of
inequily.

In the educational arena de
spite the existence ol adequate
on
donations and influences to the
detriment ol the meritorious
and of the ultimate good of the
nation at large. In many of the
top colleges of the country a
vast chunk of the seats are
doled out to the so-called stu
dent leaders who get [nferior
students admitted either in ex
change of illegal gratification
or in prospect of netting them
within their fold to carry out
nefarious designs. Forcible and

quirement ol attendance in
classes ol a certain per cent
(lasses are unattended, studies
negliected and examinations
appeared at through masscopy
ing

In the social plane, the goons
and hoodlums have made a
conquest over the saner ele-
ments. Social conventions were
that whenever any feud and al-
tercation occurred in the rural
areas Lhose were settled by the
elderly people amicably pre-
venting those from taking a se-
rious turn and aggravating into
litigation at courts The ﬂutﬁi
society is now so littered by
thugs and ruffians that the ab-
noxiety has put handkerchief to
the mouth of the judicious el-

causing erosion in their sense

of values like patriotismm and
pride in the nationhood.
In the transport and com- .

munication sector which sup-
plies the lifeblood of the econ-
omy arson and vandalism have
been regular affairs. Extortion.
road hlockade, frequent strikes
have been shocking the system
of communication beyond the
absorption limit and the poor
country's shoulder seems to be
breaking down. The Inter-city
train, for example, does not
touch at a particular station.
but a has to get down there;
he pulls the ch and stalks
the sideways while the rallway
police onlook his entire pro-
ceeding either unwilling or fail-
ing to arrest him giving him a
boost for the future. Itte-

We have been accustomed to seeing meetings held in the capital city on its main rodtls where the Prime

hiinister with her Cabinet or the Leader of the Opposition with shadow ministry addresses the people to bring
succour to them though the resultant traffic jam for hours together may hasten the end of life
of persons requiring immediate hospitalisation.

on given issues. Ours is. how-
ever, a common knowledge that
whoever differs from men in
power is dubbed as unpatriotic/
or agent provocateur and all
other detractive disqualifica-
tions are leveled against Him.
Sometimes he ends up in a jail
on false charges of sabotage and”
treason. On the otherhand our
right to honest criticism is of-
ten degenerate into libels and
lampoons, filthy languages and
discourteous jugglaries beyond
civil parlance. Concoctions are
made. fabrications are resorted
alr:d fait_:ts disitnrtcd n\;ﬁm (lil]p*
shot o e's o 1 1S~
tracted,p;:igﬂned and bedeviled.
We have laws that conduce us to

participate in polls to choose

representatives to different

-bodies concerned with law-

making, local-self government
etc.'in a free fair and indepen-
dent manner. Our experience is
that many of these elections
have been rendered ineffectual
to station the chosen ones
through the indiscriminate use
of official power and black
money, hooliganism and rig-
ging belyinﬁ people's expecta-
tions and thwarting the future
of the nation. These have as-

nations are hardl

illegal occupation of seats in
the residential halls in colleges
and universities has been a re-
current feature assuming such a
catastrophic proportion that a
day hanﬁjr passes when one or

more institutions are not closed -

down. Brilliant lives are cut
down in the prime, classes sus-
pended in the peak sessions,
academic calendars nullified.
examinations postponed. ses-
sion jams labyrinthed, dou-
bling and tripling in the hall
seats ensued and above all the
law-abiding students and their
uardians made Lo bear the un-
oreseen ang undesirable extira-
burden of educational costs.
The family, the society and the
country are deprived of the ser-
vices of the timely passed out
graduates as well as of the op-
timum utilization of the human
and physical facilities that the
poor nation arranges and allo-
cates for.those institutions.
Hooliganism in the educational
institutions has rendered nor-
mal educational process inef-
fective so such so that test ex-
aminations to select students 1o
be sent up for the public exami-
held not to
speak of the fulfilment of re-

ders and tragic scenes are fre-
quently acted upon leading to
loss of lile and preperty. Yes,
our society has by now mas-
tered Gresham's law that bad
money drives good money out of
circulation. The rowdy activi-
ties have even driven out many
village families to migrate to
towns and cities adding to float-
ing population and bustees. So-
ciety is often made dumb wit-
ness to hellish incidents of even
minor girls being raped and
murdered, the houses looted
ransacked and burnt, the in-
mates assaulted, tortured and
violated.

Terrorist elements in the in-
dustrial areas are found to be
engaging in actions that un-
move the wheel of production
not infrequently. The poor
cauntry loses outputs, the im-
port bill rises, the foreign ex-
change dwindles. The factories
become sick. the banks suffer
from defaulters and the people

from unem t. The coun-
try is flooded with foreign goods
and the people are made to suf-
fer from a guilty conscience
that there is something wrong
with them. that they are inca-
pable of producing even pins

—

faque dated 31-8-96 carries an
appeal of the Gabtali Dhaka
Cattle Merchant's Multipurpose

Co-operatives Society yrging

upon the Prime Minister to save
them from the cluiches of the
extornists so that the people
can buy each cow at least Tk.
2000 less with which the busi-
nessmepn are bound to appease
the greed of the anti-socials
during transit. Undue tolls are
collected on roads by both
mustans and police.

In the field of development
werks lion's share of funds are
being by the musclemen
enjoying the patronage of the
so-called leaders. Murders are
committed as a result of row
over distribution of ponstruc-
tion booty. Failure to satisfy
the demands of extortionists

keeps development works sus- -

pended beyond time limit re-
sulting not only in the
conescalation of costs but also
in’ the detraction of the quality

of work. Very few people in the
cities and towns un

house building works and tak-
ing possession of newly pur-
chased land have esca the
aws of the extortionists. The
oodlums must have their

crimes that render

possible here can be adequately
combated if law is allowed to

take its owmn course. Cross dams
are, however, raised to the free

flaw of law by persons ﬂcm :

lne governmen and the society
e t

is silted up resulting in deserti-

fication which cannot but by
non

stability which sustain life are

tion Misguided centra
t of :

culture, forests and other sec-
tors led to severe resources
degradation.” What about In-
dia? Till the country decided to
open up. slow growth in income
and high rate of environmental
degradation swept Indian soci-
ety. Pervasive rural and urban
poverty, of out -dated
old technologies, 'lack of effee-
tive environmental outiook etc
hmrmﬂdgmmmnnmh of the

. But with :
chances are that ncﬂrmmw
gies world ways to contain
the hazarmm institutional
capabilities would alsc rise to
the need of the hour. It is, there-
fore. not correct to argue that an
inwardlooking tracle strat
could necessarily be superior
an outward strategy.

The implication is to

an outward looking trade strat-
egy to boost per capita income
H;'D'th allow uninterrupted
of tec and dis-
courage deep extraction of natu-
ral respurces. The most inter-
es observation made by
is that trade barriers in

DCs exacerbate envircnmental
pressure in LDCs by forcing

them to intensify exports of
natural-resource-based com-
modities. EMminating! these
barriers would have siginificant
economic and envirormental
benefits. It follows, therefore,
that a freer world economy is
likely to contribute to a ‘en¥i-
ronmentally better world for
mankind. It is where the: Stale
should step into for actions.

EE—————

shares even #n wheat doled
among the vulnerable mothers
and widows — the poorest of the
poor and in the food for ecluca-
tion distributed among

mm:ry school goi m::
iC
inhuman ﬂ'ﬂcnﬂ are'.
We have been accustomed to

held in the ¢
ital

city on its main rqa

where the Prime Minister with

her Cabinet or the Leader of the
Opposition with shadow min-
istry addresses the to
bring succour to them

the resultant traffic jam for
hours may hasten the
end of life of requiring’
immediate hospitalisation.
Why do we fail to understand
little sacrifice il with
immense gain?

Not that these unlawful ae-

tivities Ir:"plhn‘ up the cup of

. buu:.l.lg: mnr:m o

ing and alarming aspect is
our youngers are being lured
into involvement in ever

greater number because of the

easy Snm.' and romance asso-
ciated with such activities

threatening
bleak future.

the nation with a

All these and many more
ime

to life. Peace and
possible if the

enforces law completely unbi-
ased and the
extends co-o
heart
herein the
sensus between the two. Con-
SEensus uml issue hﬁng“ alone
potent en to

sired ch
nation an
issue will have reason to open
avenues for the same on others
thereby ful

the nation. H lly, both the
es are in this line.
ay their pro wed with

practice.

major opposition
ration whole

taneously. And -
of con-

sim

the de-
on the face of the
consensus on this

the dream of

writer is Inspector of

The
Colleges (off), DU.
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
‘are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
nddres& 7 : ;

rReaching out

Sir, Banga Bir Kader Sid- -

diqui's heart warming gesture
in the Jatiya Sangsad in pa
tribute to Ziaur Rahman has se
a good example which the hi
officials of should follow. It

"has been agpfcciated by BNP

and eased t
extent. '

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina must understand that,
while in power one of her, prime
functions is to reach out to the
E’p‘pnsitiun BNP with some no-

e

e tension to some

gestures and try to heal the -

enormous wound her party had
inflicted orr the economy and
the polity as a whole during the
period of agitation lasting over
two years. In the name of
what AL had com-
mitted will require pages to de-
scribe. The amount of abuse
that they showered on BNP in
public meetings and in graffiti
is nobody’s business. Even the
President, powerless as he was,
was not spared. AL made mock-
ery of the fifth Jativa Sangsad.
Such vital national issue as
election under caretaker gov-

érnment was not once raised -

inside the Sangsad. They
spurned all offers of talks and
shifted their stand frequently
so that no negotiation can suc-

ceed. In fact, they availed
opportunity to bait and humili-
ate the BNP Government. In do-

reach out to the

ing so AL virtually damaged the
economy and image, bad as it
was, of the country.

In real life, one does not for-
get humiliation so easily.
out of power, it will indeed be
noble of BNP if they do not try
lo pay back AL in the same coin.
People will appreciate even
more if BNP, considering the
country s economy and image,
confine their firework inside
the Sangsad as an Opposition
party. playing positive role.

Sheikh Hasina's grandoise
schemes will not succeed if she
does not get some measure of
cooperation from the opposi-
tion. In 12 June election, people
had voted AL to power after 21
years. It was only to give it an-
other chance out of guilty feel-

ing and sympathy that Banga-

bandhu was so brutally assas- *

sinated along with so many of
his family. Sheikh Hasina's
demonstrative humility and
sanctimonious get up had also

hclﬂed*
ow is the time for her to
Oppaosition in
goodwill to arrive at a modus
randi — AL must appreciate
t BNP has deep roots in the
country and many of their
stalwarts had " commendable
contribution in our War of Lib-

eration and later in nurturing

the democratic ingtitution.
! Without doubt, ﬁrghnﬁhu
/ Sheikh Mujibur ahman

remains our undisputed leader,
head and shoulder above
others, but Ziaur Rahman has
had solid contribution in ovur
national heritage. In spite of AL
agitation for the last two years,
the BNP government has solid
economic achievements to
show. All these undeniable
facts should be openly admitted
by AL and only then the wound
will start to heal.

Khaleda Zia must be given
chance to speak inside the
Sangsad so that she does not
have to take it to the street like

Al did before.
Iskandar Meah
Gulshan North, Dhaka
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'"Have you seen..."

Sir. Thank you very much
for publishing "Have you seen
this — Mr Mayor."
It should be continued until
the problems are solved.
ank you once again.
A reader,
Dhaka

"Daily Star's stand"

Sir, | endorse my heartfelt
gratitude ‘for giving me some
space in your To the Editor
column on August 23, 1996 for
the letter | had captioned 'Have
you seen this ... 7" On that very
day your Weekend Magazine
carried a cover story ‘The
Killing of a Lake." Before the
8 . it was in bold let-
t\\!."':lfh?:ﬁ‘F pringttg: "Dhanmondi Lake
offers only tales of ... cattle rais-

But on that very evening,
walking around the lake, I
failed to see any cattle head un-

like the past years. No cow

“dung, no polluted atmospherel

Who would believe that cattle
head roamed the* Dhanmondi
lake for years together and th
used to be in and
the area. Incidentally. the cattle
head disappeared two days be-
fore August 23, 1996 came!

The front-page picture on
August 24 IQSGﬁDé:]’ captioned:
"Rain or no Rain..." is a ex-

cellent example ol good jour-
nalism and fairness ol the print

media. Your provocative cap-
tion in the past may have
pleased many but surely it be-
trayed the very norm, following
which is the sacred duty of a
newspaper.

And, in reply to Mizanur
Rahman's letter of August 25
under the caption 'Dally Star's
Stand' I can honestly say: "It is
better to be offensive (in writ-
ing}] when someone is being
provocative, rather than start
shooting bullet and killing in-
nocent people of this beloved
nation! Thanks for allowing all
these writings "

Let us pray that law and or-
der situation become normal
and life turned into happiness
with sufferings of the common
people staying at bay in a coun-
try where rain water keeps de-
stroying our roads and the
habits of some citizens worsen
the situation all the more. And
... altention is being drawn to
page 3 of August 26 (DS) about
'Road works being carried out at

a by-lane in ... Naya Paltan
area."
And, on August 26, 1996 ...

"Mr Mayor ‘reappears, as
already mentioned. And the DS
did not caption it with that
heading instead at the bottom
of the picture there was some-
thing that reads... "For months
... deliberately avoiding the

+ tionin

words “for years" (it would be
interesting to let us know for
how long the Gulistan bus ter-
minal rema.ned in that pitiable

condition).
Nahtasha Kamal
Warl, Dhaka

Ban student poiitics

Sir, | refer to the editorial
entitled "Fairness is the Key"

ublished in The Daily Star of
6 August 1996. Without men-
whether or not one
shoul
roach to solve the campus vio-
ence | would like to say that for
the development of the country
we don't need students politics.

In fact, we have seen too
much of Students politics in our
country. In no other country of
the world, student community
becomes so much involved in
state affairs as, unfortunately,
in ours. There are many coun-
tries even in Asia where the
students are not doing any poli-
tics at all. In fact in countries
like Malaysia. Singapore etc, it
is unimaginable that the stu-
dent community is doing any
politics.

In these countries there is no
session congestion: only one
way traffic in so far as aca-
cdemic session is concerned. No
session is stopped and delaged.
Everything goes smoothly. Stu-
dents do their studies only and
nothing else. But in the name of
student politics our wards in
educational institutions are do-
ing the job of killers, snatchers,
being abused by so called lead-
ers in exchange ol money. etc.
They do so many ugly things as
they have lot of time to do so, as
they do not study at all. The re-

be partisan in his ap- -

LY

sult has been tremendously
harmful.

Should we not ban student
politics altogether for the sake
of the cdun

Can the 12 crore people of
the country become so brave té
say the truth so loudly? ’

A Concerned Citizen
Noorjahan Road, Moham-
madpur ,Dhaka

The Speaker’s

Sir, After the ali news
on the BTV many e watch
the proceedings of the Parlia-
ment will disgust. Very often we
are aghast to watch the nbnox-
ious behaviour of few MPs who
claim to be our representatives.
They often go beyond the par-
liamentary norms with very
personal attack to one another.

I have seen the proceedings
of many Euro parliaments.
But never had | witnessed such
irritant behaviour. Instead of
watching their activities help-
lessly the honourable Speaker
has sergent-at-arms at his dis-

sal to throw the recalcitrant
and disturbing MPs out of the
House. Such instance will dis-
cipline them and only then de-
cency and decorum will prevail

in the Parliament
G M F Abdur Rob

New DOHS
Mohakhali. Dhaka.




