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Launch passengers
robbed in Khulna
From Our Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 6 A of

armed dacoits robbed launch

8 in the Labonchora
area here last night. The dacoits
looted of the

rs who were travelling in t.ht‘

aunch ML Mohikan-2 when it

reached Labonchora area three
kilometres off the [WTA termi-
nal ghat and fled away, peolice
said
3 major arms dumps
found in Kashmir
SRINAGAR. Sept 6: There
major arms dumps have been
uncovered in Kashmir on the
eve of state elections, local gov-
ernment officials announced
today. They said the army made
the discowveries in the village of
Batal in the southern dis-
trict of Pulwama after arresting
a truck driver believed 10 be act
A8 an arms courier. reports

h];nkan refugees
lmvngaﬂna

Sept 6: A

Ilndl batch u{ 165 Sri Lankan

arrived from Jaffna

an Mullaithevu to

Rameswaram in five boats.

This is the first time that

refugees are arriving at

Rameswaram from Jaffna and
Mullaithevu. reports UNB

40 civilians killed
in Uganda

KAMPALA. Sept 6: Rebels of
the Lord's Resistance Army
(LRA) have killed about 40 civil-
lans in attacks in northern
Uganda's Gulu town suburbs
the official New Vision nnru
per reported here tod

ment-owned dai
about 60 rebels on
day attacked Koch
Bungatira divisions of Gulu dis-
trict, about 360 kilometres
north of Kampala, killing 10
people

said

o and
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yesterday.
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Fﬂr&ign Minister Abdus Samad Azad n;;::;it;i‘:;é his Indian
counterpart I K Gujral at the Zia International Airport

—PID Phutn

Formal talks this morning
Gujral 'optimistic' of
solving water issue

By Staff Correspondent

Indian External Affairs
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
has expressed "optimism” about
resolving the water-sharing is-
sue between his country and
Bangladesh.

He also expressed his readi-
ness to discuss any issue with
Dhaka in a spirit of neigh-
bourliness so that it enhances
cooperation between the two
countries.

"l have come with an open
mind and open hand,” he told
newsmen on his arrival at the
Zia International Airport in a
special flight last night.

IK Gujral, who has come to
Dhaka on a four-day visit,
would lead a 15-member dele-
gation at the formal talks with
the Bangladesh side led by For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs this morning.

Gujral said, "We have come
on a mission of friendship. We
intend to build on the existing
¢ood relations.”

All issues can be discussed
with an "open mind"” so that
there is better understanding
and increasing bilateral coo
eration between the two neig

See Mage 12 Col 4

Executives of 2
léading power,
o1l companies

arrive soon
Star Report

Representatives of two lead-
ing power and oil companies
will visit Bangladesh in the
next two weeks, according to
Petrob a sources.

Chief of Midland Power of
UK is likely to arrive in the city
on Mnnda}r to discuss setting up
of a 150 MW power plant using
natural gas in Haripur,

Dick Cheny, former US de-
fence secretary, and chief of
Halibarton oil company, parent
organisation of Brown ots,
now working in Bangladesh, is
due in the city on September 20
to discuss investment of about
{ljﬂ\?ﬂ million U;Ei dollars in the

evelopment o Sangu 1 well in
the Bay of

The Sangu-l ‘well was dis-
covered and drilled by Cairn Plc
of Scotland in January last. Ac-
cording to a dcv&lopment plan
of Cairn, it would invest 200
million dollars in building a
platform, a processing plant
and a 50-mile gas pipeline from
Sangu to the Bakhrabad gas
line at the Chittagong city
point.

Brown Roots company is al-
ready working as an invest-
ment and technical er.

Meanwhile, the signing of
two final accords with Ameri-
can companies UMIC and Rex-
wood Oakland is being delayed
as the Production Sharing

See Page 12 col 6
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Rally, procession today

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday de-
manded immediate resignation
ol the Chief Election Commis-
sioner for his ¥partisan role"
and "failure to conduct a fair
election,” reports UNB.

"Either the CEC has been in-
tentionally playing a partisan
role or he is unable to conduct
fair elections,” BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan told a crowded press
conference at the Mintd Road
residence of the Leader of the

Agitation plan
for repolling in
Mirersharai

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Sept 6: The
Chittagong unit of BNP will
launch a “long movement" to
realise its demand for re-elec-
tion in Mirersharai con-
stituency (Chittagong-1), ac
cording to party sources here

toda Tﬂ

€ movement programine
will include hartal, demonstra-
tion and protest meeting, they
said.

Tlie BNP has alleged rigging
aiul intimidation and coercion
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CEC must resign,
demands BNP

Opposition.

The party also demanded re-
polling in Laxmipur-2 and
Chittagong-1 constituencies al-
leging massive ri g and ter-
rorism during Thursday's by-
election.

The BNP will hold a rally in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
and bring out a procession in
the capital today to protest the
‘mock byelection.' It urged the
people to stage rallies and bring
out processions across the
country on Sunday.

The BNP secretary peneral
threatened to announce next
course of action if the CEC did
not resign immediately and re-
pollings at Laxmipur and Mir-
ersarai (Chittagong-1) were not
arranged.

Replying to a gquestion, he
said the ruling party tried to rig
the election in two Bogra con-
stituencies, but failed due to re-
sistance.

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion Prof B Chowdhury, Abdus
Salam Talukdar, Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Mostafizur Rah-
man, Barrister Rafiqul Islam
Mia, Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain. Khandaker Delwar
Hossain., Anwar Zahid, Mir
Shawkat Ali, Mirza Abbas and
Amanullah Aman were present
at the press conference.

See Page 12 col 6

Tk 10cr allocated for BIRDEM_

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment will encourage private
initiatives in medicare services
in its soon-to-be-announced
health policy, reports UNB.

"We are lormulating an inte-
grated health policy to reach
medicare facilities to the com-
mon people.,” she said at a
memorial meeting at the BIR-
DEM hospital in the afternoon.
The Bangladesh Diabetic As-

Sociallon meeting
to mark the 7th death anniver-
sary of Dr Mohammad

Ibrahim, founder of the BIR-
DEM.

Ammouncing a Tk 10 crore
allocation for the development
of Cardio Thoracic Surgery in
the BIRDEM hospital, %laul
said the great success of a pri-
vate institution like the Dia-
betic Association is an inspira-
tion for the government.

All government and private
institutions will be brought un-
der the integrated health policy
for the improvement of health-

care lacilities through con-
certed efforts of all, she said,

The Prime Minister said
formulation of a policy is not
enough for the improvement of
medicare, the change of attitude
is essential for the implementa-
tion of the policy.

The humanitarian attitude
should be given top priority for
bringing a change in the broken
healthcare system of the coun-
try she safd. "Service for the
kan
life, she added

Hasina said, "We should
work relentlessly for the dis-
tressed humanity following the
ideals of Dr Ibrahim to show re-
spect to him."

She recalled that Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man had patronised the BIR-
DEMEFmI_Il:u of Dr Ihrahlm
Just after independence B
bandhu e grrly talked t
Ibrahim and approved hiu H[R
DEM project within a very
short time, she said

She sald the Bangladesh Di-

R e Hge—

Diarrhoea breaks out

in flood-hit areas

By Staff Correspondent

The overall flood situation
in three districts — Rajshahi
Chapainawabgan) and Kushtla
— has improved slightly with
the gradual recession of waters
from the affected areas.

The Ganges Padma K Gorai
and Mohananda recorded (all
dunnﬁolhr last 24 hours bul
were [lowing above the danger
marks.

Reports of water-borne dis
cases like diarrhoea and
dysentery are reaching here
from the affected areas

According to BSS at leas!
300 people in flood-hit Ra
jshahi and Chapainawabgan)
districts have been attacked
with diarrhoea and other water
berne discases

Over one hundred medical
leams are working in the af
fecied areas to combat the dis
CaSes

Our Kushtia Correspondent
reporis. Flood situation in the
district has improved slightly
as the G and Goral contin-
ued to fall.

About 50 thousand people
have been marooned yet in the

aflected areas

Water-borne diseases have
biroken oul in the flood hit
areas due o acule crisis of
drinking water

The aflected people, how
ever have complained ol not
getung adequate relief goods

. | 0 N kit il duls
Nave visiled he osoed - hit peo
ple 1n the last 10U days. Eroson
victims yvesterday told the visit
g journalists vad! they are yel
Lo get any reliel from any quar
(L

Ward commissioner
shot dead

JHENIDAH Sept 6 Unuden
tified gunmen shot dead a ward
commissioner of Jhenidah

pourashava at Arappur bus

stand in the town tonight. re
ports UNB

Shahadat Hossain. 30 com
missioner of word No | who

sustained three bullets in his
chest, succumbed 1o his injunies
at Lthe Sadar hospital soon after
admissiorn

See Page 12 Col B

showld be the aim of -

Health policy soon to integrate
govt, pvt institutions: PM

abetic Association is an institu-
tion of pride of the country,
which increased the fame of the
nation abroad and where the
patients from abroad came to.
receive treatment regularly.
The Prime Minister said Di-
abetic Association is an excep-
tional contribution of Dr
Ibrahim. This institution is
providing treatment to nearly
one and a half lakh tients,
she said adding that branches

of this association are- being §

established throughout the
country.

Even after 25 years of inde-
pendence, the country failed to
ensure healthcare facilities for
all citizens, she said reiterating
her government s pledge to es-
lablish basic rights ol the peo-
ple through implementation ol
proper programines.

"We want to build up a
"Sonar Bangla” by completing
the unfinished task of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. she sald mentioning her

Seer Page 12 Col B

Polling in
Kashmir
begins today

LONDON, Sept 6 Human
rights abuses in Kashmir risk

reaching a new peak during the
lorthcoming elections, Amnes-

| ty International said in a report

published today, reports AP

Kashimir goes Lo the polls
tomorrow lor the state's [irst
low al election since 1987 The

| Indian government Imﬂw SLIC-
ft a

Lien
ongoin

cessiul election will s

lion away from an

. Muslim-led rebelllon and bac
| toward democracy and the rule
| of law in Kashmir

l

However Muslim rebels,
fighting for an independent
Kashmir from predominantly
Hindu India, have vowed to
block the voting as part of thelr
ongoing battle against the In
dian government

The elections are expected Lo
Lake rla:-r in four stages on 7
16, 2] and ) September

Politicians, journalists and

| human rights campaigners are

most at risk of attack by secu
rity forces and governumenlt con
trolled mihtias, the London-

' based human rights organisa-

tion said

| M

Hurricane kills 11 in Carolina

WILMINGTON (North Car-
olina), it 6: Hurncane Fran
killed at least 11 peopile in the
Carolinas as it carved a path of
devastation along the US east
coast. officials said today. re-
port agencies

Tom Ditt, a spokesman for
North Carolina Emergency
anagement. said nine storm-

| related deaths had been con-

i
1
|
l

olina

graded to a tr

the US National

tre. with winds slowing to 100
| kms per hour

Carolina

firrmed in his state and two oth-
ers in neighbouring South Car-
Most of the deaths oc-
curred in traffic accidents

The Hurricane hit the Car-

olinas late Thursday. packing

heavy rains and winds clocked
up to 185 kilometers per hour

As Fran moved nuﬂhwﬁrﬂ and

it was down-
ical storm by
urricane Cen-

further inland.

"We've had a terrible storm
This is devastation ][kf
have really never seen, Hﬂrth
ernor Jim Hunt
said in an ABC Television in

terview early Friday

‘We have rees down every
where houses badly damaged
We have all over Lt
said in . describing the
scene |92 kms inland

Hunt has declared a state ol
emergency in all 100 counties
in North Carolina.

Emergency centre officials
at Wilmington, or the North
Carolina coast, said damage
along the beach was extensive
The storm knocked out power
in most of the city. the official
said.

The storm dumped more
than six inches of rain on al-
ready swollen rivers. raising
fears of flooding throughout
much of North Carolina, offi-
cials said Storm surges of up (o
|16 feet were also expected a&
the coast.

By late Thursday. officials
had only sketchy details of

da and two deaths were
linked to the Hurricane in the
(Carolinas

An elderty motorist died on
A rain slicked South Carolina
.'._.'._{I‘_-.L-'a-l'i,.' 0ol ‘I_.II

jursday after

noonn when she lost control of
her car and crashed into a tree.
the state highway patrol said
North Carolina governor Jim
Hunt said another person died
when a tree fell across a mobile
home.

Nuclear power reactors were
shut, shops and bridges closed

and homes boarded u
near the border of ﬂmﬂm
South Carolina awaited the full

impact of Fran expected before
midnight on Thursday.

More than 200, residents
evacuated low-lying areas and
checked into motels stayed
with friends or went to d
Cross shelters to wait out the
storm. officials said.
umln Wmn&;m cmcrg:ncy

clals Wﬂi
entire city of 60, to lose
pm;‘?an was predicted to cut
across the heart of North Car-
olina. up to 12 inches
of rain and fMooding rivers
swolilen from late summer

ra4ins
See Page 12 Col B

Mother of Salman Shah (inset) wailing

star's namaj-e-janaza was held yesterday evening.

Hosts Sri Lanka will take on
Australia in the four-nation
Singer World Series final at the
Premadasa Stadium in
Colombo this momi

Sri Lanka. the Wur- Cham-

pions. reached the final with

ainst
bwe

three thumping wins a
India, Australia and Zim
earning full six points.

On the other hand, Aus
tralia, ensured their berth in
Lhe final yesterday defeating
India by three wickets in their
last flirst round matches.

Star Sports will air the
match live from Colombo be
ginning at 10 am (BST)

(See details on page 10)

CPA incurs loss
as forklift
truck goes

out of order

Star Report
The Chittagong Port
| thority (CPA) suflfered

Au
huge

| losses in revenue as one of its
| lorklift trucks remained out of

| four forklift trucks

order for about three weeks due
toc mechanical fault. The fault
could not be mended during the
period as the spares supplied by
the manufacturer did not match
the equipment,
CPA sources.
The CPA had commissioned
rocured
from an Italian firm, Fantuzzi,
in November 1995. But one
truck developed fault in its hy-
draulic pump on August 8
within its guarantee period.
The artmeni
of the CPA tried to replace the
faulty part with another from

according to

the stock of spares supplied
along with the machine. But it
was found that the supplied

spare part did not fit into the
truck.

Following this. the CPA
asked the supplier to provide
with the "actual” spares part
whh:h was flown in and fitted

|, according to a
lﬂinr official concerned.

However, the officials are
now in a doubt whether the
other 182 line items supplied
with the trucks will fit into the
machines and any tion re-
garding this will be void after

See Page 12 ol 5
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at the FDC premises in the city where the film

— Star photo

Film star Salman Shah
commits suicide

By Staff Correspondent

Fopular tilm star Salman
Shah died at his 10th-floor flat
in Eskaton area in the city ves-
terday noon

Police suspected that
Salman had committed suicide
by hanging himself from the
celling fan in the dressing room
of his flat at the multistoried
Eskaton FPlaza at about 11 .45
am. He was about 30

The reason behind the re

orted suicide could not be
nown immediately However
ﬁohrf‘ suspected that Salman
ad leud with his wife Samira
Shartar which could have been
a cause for the tragic incident
The conflict between the film
star and his wife emerged cen
tering over his alleged relation

ﬂ‘ﬂ[; wilh a popular actress ol
Dhaka film industry police
SUSeC L ed

howdhury Md Shariar
alias lmon better known as
Salman Shah in the filmdom
iIs the son of Kamaruddin
Ahmed ( howdhury and Nila
Chowdhury. former leader ol
Jativa Partyv s women front
Salman left behind his parents
wife a hbrother and a host of

adnirers to nwourn his death

Salman. who got married
with Samira in 1992, resided in
the flat with his wife while his
assistant identified as Abul
Hossain, 27. and two maids —
one relatively younger and an-
other quite older — were also
staying in the flat, police
sources said

Police quoting the assistant,
Abul and others of the house
said that Salman entered inside
his dressing room alt about
I 1:15 am yesterday asking the
assistant to see nobody disturbs
him. Salman locked the door of
the dressing room from inside

Abul, sometime later, on
suspicion, with the help of
Salmans wile unlocked the
door using a duplicale key as
Salman was not getling out. po
e sources said quoting the as-
sistant

Linlocking the door. Abul
Salman s wife and two malds

found Salman hanging from
the ceiling fan Comparatively
taller Abul Lllllllﬁ]lﬂlf“h’ cut the
rope. brought down Salman in

arn ulconscious state They

started sprinkling walter over

his body, police sources added
Ser Pape |2 Unl 7

Export target fixed at
Tk 18396 cr for '96-97

By Govinda Shil

The targer for export
earnings for the current linan
cial vear (1996 97] has heen
fixed at Tk 18.396 crore (4 380
million 1S dollars). according
lo the Export Promotion Bureau

. (EPB]

The target was Tk 15 200
crore (3. 800 million dollars) in
Lthe last financial year (1995 96]
but export earnings stood at Tk
15,879 crore (3,882 42 million
dollars). showing a growth ol
more than 1| per cent over the
previous fiscal (1994 -95)

“If we can achieve this target
this year it will be a 21 per cent

h over the earnings of fis
cal 1995-96 " said an official of
the EPB  He expressed the hope
that it would be possible to
achieve the target if political
stability continues

The offlicial also hoped that
export of t(raditional items

which are mainly agricultural
products might increase this
fscal Export of these items was
less in the last iscal due to poor
procurement as a result of polit
ical stalemate

According to EPB the target
for export earnings from pri
mary goodds has been fixed at
591 30 million US dollars and
that from industrial products at
i 7TRA 70 dollars for the current
fisc al

he target for major items
are  frozen food 591 million
dollars, tea 40 million dollars,
raw jute 80 million dollars,
hide and skin 275 million dol
lars. jute goods 400 million dol
lars. hoslery products 510 mil
lion dollars and readymade
garments 2 300 million dollars

Export earning from ready-
made garments in the last [l

See Page 12 Col 3
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BNP briefing
misleading,
says AL

Awami League's Assislant
Publicity Secretary Abdul
Mannan yesterday protested
BNP Office Secr azrul Is-
lam Khan's press briefing on
Thursday's by-election. reports
BSS.

In a statement, Mannan
termed the BNP briefing as
‘misleading’ and urged that
Ef:ty to accept the people's ver-

ct.

Mannan alleged that the
BNP for the past several days
was trying to foil the by-elec-
tions in 15 constituencies
through different provocative
activities.

He said the Awami ue
was all-through vocal against
rigging and unfair means in
polls and s ed along with
people to realise their rights for
"vote and rice."”

Mannan said when the for-
eign and local poll observers
and the major newspapers had
observed that the Thursday's
by-election was held in a free
and fair manner, only the BNP
was trying to mislead thc people
about it.

He said for the first time in
the history of Bangladesh, the
head of the government and the
ministers did not take part in
election campaigns and
Bangladesh Betar and Televi-
sion refrained from broadcast-
ing news in favour of ruling
party candidates. They have set
a uni% e example in the elec-
toral history of the country,

Mannan maintained.

Laxmipur-2
No action for
obstructing
voting, allege
BNP, AL

Mizan Ali back from
Laxmipur

Local leaders of both Awami
League and BNP have alleged
that the administration In
Laxmipur, despite complaints,
failed to take any action for
what they called preventing
their voters from casting votes
in the by-elections.

Both the m also accused

S e T et -

in Laxanipur-2 constituency,
'I‘hn:re are 1,82,508 wtm in
the constituency comprising 14
unions and a municipality un-
der Laxmpur and Raypur

| thanas.

The leaders claimed that in
some centres, the authorities
had caught some people while
attempting at forged voting.
"Some others were also caught
by the magistrate on mobile
duty and the personnel of law

- enforcing agencies for creating

! tries have !nrmali

obstruction to the voters. But
none was taken into custody,” a
leader said requesting
dnonymity.

Soie voters giving reasons
as 1o why they were resisted,
told this correspondent: “In this

See Page 12 col 5

India ratifies
chemical arms
ban treaty

THE HAGUE. Sept 6. India
has ratified the chemical wea-
pons ban treaty., the prepa-
ratory commission for the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons said here
today. reports AFP.

India. which formally

' handed the United Nations Sec-
retary-general the instruments

of ratification on Tu . has
become the 62nd country to rat-
ify the UN chemical weapons
convention. which needs the
ratification of 65 countries to
#o into force.

The commission, in a pre-
pared starl;l:mtnt "mm

s ratification was
?Emﬂcam because of its large
chemical industry.

The convention, which bans
the production, stockpiling and
use of poisonous gas and agents,
was set up on January 13, 1993
in Paris and has so far been
signed by 160 nations.

The signatures are regarded
as a token form of approval and
the treaty will unI}r come into
effect 180 days after 65 coun-
ratified it.
Last month, Russia indi-
cated it was prepared to ratify
the treaty. which is also ex-
IZK‘I ted go to before the US senate
fore Hr;}lﬂnbﬂ‘ 14

' By-polls peaceful:

Indian observers

A five-member Indian elec-
tion observer team has said the
September 5 byelections to 15
vacated seatls to parliament
were peaceful and well:organ-
isedl, reports UNB.

The team members. who vis-
ited different bypolls centres, in
a statement yesterday said,
“There was no interference by
the government through the
district administration or se-
curity forces.”

The team, sponsored by
People’'s Union for Civil Liber-
aties ol India. visited Kurigram

and Chittagong districts.

Led by Justice inder
Sachar, the other 1 of
the team Included Nikhil

Chakrabarty. Dr RM Pal, Dr
Bhabani Sen Gupta and Seema
Mustala.



