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Indians snub
SL's hospitality

COLOMBO, Sept 5: India's
four-nation tournament squad
ruffled diplomatic and cricket
feathers Wednesday when they
ski a Sri Lankan govern-
ment reception to honour the
participanis in the ongoing

tournament. reports AP.
The Indian team said it

could not attend as its invita-
tion card to the reception came
too late.

Hosts Sri Lanka denied the
card was delivered late.

The missi Indians drew
criticism frem the host, M]nis—
ter of Youth Affairs and S
S B Dissanayake and t r::l:
other criclu:tmg nations who
are here to take part in the four-
nation cricket trophy.

The invitation by Dis-
sanayake was to honour, all the
four cricket teams in Colombo.
Players from Australia, Zim-
babwe and Sri Lanka attended
in full strength at the party held
in the high security State Guest
House at Visumpaya.

But the Indians, who have a
crucial match against Australia
Thursday, were missing.

"l really wish our friends
from India were here, like the
huatrnﬂa.na Dissana told

gathering after an hour had

pamdatﬂwparw

Sri Lankan Fﬂrﬂ? Minis-
ter, Lahshman irgamal,
who took time off to attend the

. said he had come spe-
cially to meet some of the Indi-
ans cricketers.

"Why they are not here, did
we do any mistake,” said
Kadirgamal. a former sports-
man and an avid cricketer,

India's Ambassador in
Colombo, Nareshwar Dayal, in
an effort to defuse the crisis,
said he was told that the Indian
team wanted to rest ahead of
their match against Australia.

An Azhar
aberration!

COLOMBO, Sept 5: Former
Indian skipper Mohammad
Azharuddin, suffering from a
toothache. had a brush with the
law when he refused to show
police his driving licence, re-
ports AP.

Azharuddin was driving

Colombo on Wednesday
to the dcntia}tl;n t;lrllgic when
police stopped asked to
see his licence.

Police and military soldiers
carrying rifles routinely check
vehicles because of an ongoing
ethnic war between Tamil sepa-
ratists and rmment troops,
which has left 45,000 people
dead in 13 years.

Security is particularly tight
in Colombo because of the pres-
ence of the cricketers for the
four-nation tournament.

Azharuddin arently was
irritated and to. show
his licence, said an Indian
diplomat on condition of
anonymity. He had borrowed
the car from Sri Lankan cap-
tain Arjuna Ranatunga.

The Indian High Commis-
sion (embassy) had to intervene
to prevent the incident from
snowballing. A diplomat has-
tened to the scene and told the
police about the identity of
their detainee.

“The policemen .. felt very
bad they had detained the -
lar former captain,” said the
diplomat. "Some of them told

him they were sorry and took ;

his autograph.” he said.

"Nothing would have hap-
pened if Azharuddin had ex-
plained who he was. ™ the
diplomat said.

Azharuddin was not avail-
able for comment. His tele-
phone at the Lanka Oberoi Hotel
rrniamed unanswered.

Border- Gavaskar
trophy

SYDNEY. Sept 5: The Aus
tralian Cricket Board and the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India have agreed to institute a
new trophy for Test maitch
competition between the coun-
tries, reports AP

The Border-Gavaskar tro
phy. named in honour of the

y batsmen in Test history to
have scored more than 10000
runs will be presented for the
first time to the winner of next
month's one-off Test match in
New Delhi.

ACB chiei executive officer
Graham Halbish said the design
and the funding of the Border
Gavaskar trophy had been
overseen bw the Australia-india
Council .

Halbish said Allan Border
would travel to India next
month to join Sunil Gavaskar
in New Delhi for the Test match

and to present the new trophy. |

| an outstanding bowling

NEW YORK. Sept
5: It was a brui-
sing battle with
firepower from
both sides.
And when they fi-
nished rocketir
blasting backhands. Andre
ssi was still standing. ready
to fight again in the US Open

-y L e

it et (1

semifinals.
Thomas Muster came out on
the short end, 6-2, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2,

Wednesday night, report agen-

l:'.icu
"1 am l.l.l'l.l-IIll]" the one th.at is
domina ame, 2

‘seeded Muster |
iuwhalhednuvcr}rwdlnn this
surface.”

Attempting to reach the
men's singles title matoh for the
third consecutive year, the
sixth-seeded Agassi produced
his finest tennis of 1he tourna-
ment. He had to.

In one of Saturday's men's
semifinals, assi will play
second-seeded Michael Chang,
who defeated Spair's Javier

Sanchez 7-5, 6-3, 6-~ (2-7), 6-3
on Wednesday. The o her semi-
final pairings will be com iﬂn:l
Thursday when mxl-

Sam ral lays Alex Lurrﬂja
and an lvan!sevic goes
againut two-time champion
Stefan Edberg.

Muster, a clay court master,
puts his stamp on a match with
iron-fisted roundstrokes,
weapons that have earned him
six titles this year and the
world's No 2 ranki: g

But he more tiian met his
match on the hurd court in
Agassi, whose 1 p-and-down

forehands and

e

M ,H,,the baseline.

R T

year has been on the 1L.111.:-a1w.rir'tg!l
amce he won the Olympic
medal in Atlanta last mont
"He was playing inside the
court and I was pushed back.”
Muster said.
assi
homas likes to dictate
plav If I dictate the p]aﬁ hes
e

‘Agasm passes muster

number one in the world if he
wins the US Open this weekend
but the number three-ranked
player has a different goal in
mind.

Ifhav: had a ceg;ﬂn mer:'}al-
ity of going out and just
my hr:%t and wnrkiné ha.rﬁj ng
trying to improve, and | don't
think 1 should really get away

not as {umlurlable on t

"
.....

7-5, 4-6, 6-2.

fense,” said ssi, who won the
US Open two years ago, then
lost in the final last year to
Sampras.

is time,
nearly every

Agassi dictated
int, mostly from

always probing for a weakness.
"l had a strategy and | tried
to play my strategy,” Muster
sanf "gut it is very hard " Ise
he doesn't give you time 1:
ur shots twice. You L. £)
it a winner on the first shot,
mostly on a running sh . He

doesn't give you time .., think
what to do.

It appeared ssi * ‘ould win
in straight sets, but | lost his
concentration in third
Muster took advant = of the
opening

But a passin  sprinkle
stopped play for fi-r minutes

Agassi took the time to refocus
his game, breaking Musier's
serve immediately after play
resumed and goling on to close
out the match

Like Agassi Muster, the
Chang-Sanchez | atch featured
two players comli riable on the
baseline. And hoth possess
speed and quickness, gualities
that t-rrairﬂ problems for the
other

Michael |

i Can I;m wIe

LONDON, Sept 5

Dmi Mas

carer. 5. an En-
- ' glish n Aus-
! tralia: f Sri
& - Lankan .aremt

age. carned himselfl a lace
Hampshire s record books with
display
orn _his first-class debut on
Wednesday. reports Reuter
Teenager Mascarenhas took
six lor BB against Glamorgan at
Southampton the best figures
Dy a Hampshire player on his
debut this century. as well as
having three catches dro; ped of
lus bowling

He could not prevent the

Welsh side reaching 401 all out

but Hampshire made an en

—

Dmitri's dazzling debut

couraging reply and were 193
for two at the close

Al the t..) of the table Le
icestershire had the most pro
ductive day among the title
challengers as the headed to-
wards a s ~able first innings
lead against Nottinghamshire

Vince Wells and skipper
Jamwes Whitaker both scored
certuries 1o steer their side 1o
1 jlor Iive a lead of 17 with
live wickels in hand alter two
davs

Second placed Derbyshire

piled up 524 their hggest score
agamnmst Sormerset. but were then
hel by opener Mark Lath-
well who made a llawl=ss 109

off 149 balls including 20 lours

Al the close Somereset were

238 for four. still needing 137 to

Lo —

US tennis star Andre Agassi plays a double-fisted back hand aguinst Austrian [homas
Muster during their US Open quarterfinal clash at the Flushing meadows on September
4 Apgassi won the match 6-2,

— UNB/AFP photo

from that." said the second-
seeded Chang after reaching the
semifinals for the first time in
four years.

Chang turned back the spir-
ited challenge of unseeded

Spaniard .Javier A Sanchez
Wednesday, )
Chang led the third set

against Sanchez 3-0, with two
breaks of serve. before the
Spaniard fought back to force a
tie-breaker.

"l might have let up
little bit.,” Chang said. "Javier
started to play better tennis. |
was fortunate to get that break
in the fourth set.”

Sanchez saved two match

ints in the eighth game of the
ourth to force Chang to serve
for the match. Sanchez saved
one more match point with a
forehand winner before liZhan%
clinched his place in the fina
four.

You never know what can
happen.’ he said. "] was think-
ing. here | was up two breaks in
the third set, and Javier comes

just a

back and wins it in the tie-
breaker. And here | am up 5-2, |
have two malch points and he

“FTITH those |wo malch points

And I'm thinking to myself,
when is this going to end.” he
hdl[l

Sport

d"-tﬂl'i Lthie tollow o

Essex were also made 10
struggle harder than expecied
after reducing Warwickshire to

| 4 lor lour at Edghaston

Left-hander Wasim Khan
contributed his third century ol
the season as the defending
champions recovered to 253 all
il al Close

Lancashire needing just 130
lor viclory over Middlesex on a
stih standard pitch at Old Tral
lord., were rocked by lormer
England spinner Phil tulnell in
Lhe closing overs

Tulnell dismissed Jason
Gallian and John Crawley lor
ducks taking his tally of wick
et& [or the match o eight and
leaving Lancashire Lo resume in
the morning on two lor three

Rain ruins
India-Aussie
affair

COLOMBO, Sepl 5: The cru-
cial cricket match between In-
dia and Australia was called off
Thursday after rain repeatedly
forced delays and left the out-
field mgﬂ and the pitch damp,
reports

The game will now be played
Friday and if that does not hap-

n, the h:am with the best run
rate will Sri Lanka in the
final of e our-nation cricket
tournament Saturday.

Dozens of Sri Lankan work-
ers used brooms, buckets and
sponges to dry the outfield after
removing huge plastic sheets

that were put up during the rain.
Game organisers had first
said the match may start at

11.30 am (0500 gmt) if there was
no more rain. But it began to
rain around noon, forcing fur-

ther delay.

Under the rules guiding the
tournament, a minimum of 25
overs must be bowled in each
innings.

The organisers had said th
will wait until 2 pm (0730 e%
to decide if the match should be
postponed to Friday, but de-
cided against that when it

looked as if the rain may not

stop.
Ff it rains Friday too, the
team with the best run rate will
o to the finals. Australia and
ndia both have two points
each, bul Australia enjoys a bet-
ter run rate (1.05) than India's
(0.02).
The rain came as a surprise
as this Indian Ocean republic

has been experiencing drought

Cricket thrown
L] L]
into a spmn!

TRURO (England]. Sept 5: A
12-year-old girl has put cricket
traditionalists in a spin after
being chosen to play for a boys’
team on a tour to South Aﬂ'lca
on Wednesday. reports AFP.

Off-break bowler Laura
Harper will join 13 boys on the
Cornish Schools under-13 tour
of South Africa next February
after being picked as one of the
country's brightest cricketing
prospects.

Laura is rated as the best girl
cricketer ever to emerge in the
area and specialises in spinning
out boys who are convinced they
can slog her gentle off spinners.

She was spotted by the
county selectors as she made a
series of impressive perfor-
mances at Truro School and
now her mother Sharon is
planning to accompany her on
the South African adventure.

Laura has proved the equal
of the boys in her side and has
played for her county since she
was 11, but she nearly missed
out on the tour because she is a
girl.

She was only allowed togo if
her mother eed to accom-
pany her on the two-week trip
where they will stay with host
families from the teams they

LONDON. Sept 5: After a se-
ries victory over India but a 2-0
loss to Pakistan, Michael
Atherton will again captain
England in the u ng tours
of Zimbabwe and New Zealand,
reports AP,

The 2B-year-old Lancashire
opener. who replaced Graham
Gooch In 1993, will lead the
team in all five Tests leaving
him one short of Peter May's
record of 41 as captain.

The two Tests in Zimbabwe
are in Bulawayo Dec., 18-22 and
Harare Dec. 26-30. The squad
then goes to New Zealand for
Tesls at Auckland Jan. 24-28

Wellington Feb. 6-10 and
Christchurch Feb. 14- 18
Alfter that. England hosts

powerhouse Australia in the
Ashes series in the summer and
Atherton will have to count on
good performances during the
two winter tours if he is to

the job.

NEW YORK, t
5: From the early
days when he first
ut a racket in her
. and to the golden
when he
managed her millions, Peter
Gral was usually by his
daughter Steffi's side. Not now.
n Thursday, with Steffi
Graf pursuing yet another
championship at the US Open,
the former used-car salesman
was in court, accused of
taxes on 28 million dollars o
his daughter's income, report
agencies.

' Steffi Graf isn't talking
about her father's tax evasion
trial, which begins today in
Germany, but her ts are
amazed at the world number
one's singular ability to keep
her focus on the

*[ can't think of an mly
who is having a more dlfﬂ

time,"” said Austrian Judith
Wiesner after losing a quarter-
final to Graf 7-5, 6-3 on the eve

of Peter Graf's trial.
"l don't know what she is
thinkin but unm:t!mau I am

ﬂﬂ' l]l that ltuﬂ1 ult

that well. It muat hl:
d:lfgcult but obviously she

Thc top seed and defending
Open champion was tight-
lipped when asked to comment
on her father's plight, brus
off questions with a brusque,
don't want to talk about it."

But the situation has to be
weighing heavily on her mind
as struggies at times to keep
her focus on tennis.

"l guess for some reason it's a
" little difficult at the moment to

focus well on the (tennis)
court,” she said without ever
mentioning her trauma.
Wiesner, a right-hander
from Austria ranked 24th in
the world. made Graf work for
every point and every game.
There were only three love
games in the match, and Wies-
ner served one of those in a
match that lasted just six min-

utes short of 1 1-2 hours.
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Steffi surges mto semis

It was Wiesner who jum The best was yet to come.
tgghhr Grafnt 1 Graf served to begin the sec-
thcﬁcmmn ond set and quickly took a 40-
pound forehand into the 30 Jead, thetia:t point coming
net. When uhc held at 30, Wies- when she boomed a service
ner led 4-2. winner down the middle.

Graf, hnwew.-.r‘ hasn't had 20
Grand Slam tournament titles

just handed to her. She held at

15, broke Wiesner at 30, then

Wiesner, though, was not
through.

Five times the Austrian
reached break point. Five times
Graf staved off the break. Then,
her big forehand pounded the
ball into the far reaches of
Louis Armstrong Stadium
Court and Graf held.

Perhaps thinking of her
missed opportunities, Wiesner
lost her next two service
as Graf took a 4-0 lead.
broke back in the fifth :
and althou she continued
pressuring her nppmmt she
never was able to threaten
the defending champion.

Nﬁﬁﬁu lt:e;agln Graf has
man 0 ying great
teninis during the entire ordeal,
having won all three Grand
Slams she has played since her
father was Uéaﬂed just prior to

last Cz)pwl
atanhn vereva, Grafl's

third-round victim, suggested
that the tennis court is a sanc-

tuary for the troubled Wimble-
don and French Open cham-

pion.

f y needs what [ call
a getaway and maybe the tennis
::;:jrt is her getaway." Zvereva

In beating Wiesner for the
10th time in 10 mntn:hen the
top-seeded Graf played just well
mu%h to win, nnt dominate as
she had in her three previous
matches. Still, Graf is far from
satisfied with her game.

"l haven't Hlayed the best
tennis in the first few rounds,

but I know when I get to the im-
_ o P pﬁu'tant n:iatch::s I'll be up
: . there,” said Graf, who won her
STEFFI GRAF fourth US Open last
held at 30 to take a 5-4 lead. In Graf, 27, is for her 21st

the sixth game, Wiesner saved
one set point, but not the second
as Gral closed out the hard
fought, 42-minute, first set bat-

Grand Slam singles title, which
wolld leave her three behind

rer:nrd holder Margaret Smith

Stage set for Serie A

MILAN, Sept 4:
Life in ltﬂl'f will -
return to fever
pitch this week-
end. as ty AC
Milan and Euro-
pean champions
Juventus kick off the new
football season in the Serie A,
reports AFP.

With Italy's humiliating exit
at the European Champi-
onships now a distant memory.
the spotlight returns to Milan,
Juve and a handful of other
candidates for the world's most
coveted league trophy.

Milan won the Serie A title
four times in the last five sea-
sons under Fabio Capello. but
new coach Oscar Tabarez from

Ursigniay 1s already struggling to

livied the might combination.
Jivenitus have reshuffled

or the cricket!

their attack after Gianluca
Vialli and "Silver Fox™ Fabrizio
Ravanelli went to England,
while much is expected from
Fiorentina and a new-look In-
ter Milan.

But the higgest changes have
been on the drawing board and
the rule book.

Fantasy and foreigners are
the two watchwords for the
1996-96 season, as top coaches
seek more creative. attacking
football and clubs are [ree to
field all the European commu-
nity playvers they want.

Much of the interest will
centre on the "Fantasista” — the
creative %fnius playing behind
two stirikers in an all-out,
three-man attack.

tus® and Inter Milan's Youri
Djorkaeff, drafted in_ Irom
Paris St Germain. have all been
in sparkling form.

Baggio makes a welcome re-
turn to the playmaker role he

had with .huventus and the tal-

ian World Cup leam in 1994,

while Del Piero has been freed
from midfield duties with the
arrival of Frenchman Zinedine
Zidane.

Other top sides have had the
same ideas. Djorkaeff takes on
the role at Inter behind the
likes of Ivan Zamorano and
Marco Branca, while Parma are

ulling Gianfranco Zola back
fg:m:n 1E|¢_b'nnu3=m occupy the
job he did at Napoli as under-

study to Diego Maradona.

In pre-season matches. AC Zamorano. Djorkaelff.
Milans Roberlo Baggio. Aaron Winter., Paul Ince.. the
Alessandro del Piero ol .Juven leams may be Italian but the

plavers certainly aren’t as the
liler squad this season clearly
shbhws.

English coach Roy Hodgson
could conceivably fleld only a
handful of italians this season.
following last year's Bosman
ruling which outlawed limita-

tions on I:h: number of Euro-
K Z Islam i o
We are all encou by the cricket organisers must recog- AC ]an have also taken

% pointment of Saber Hussain
Chowdhury as president of the
Bangladesh Cricket Control

Board (BCCB). We have high ex-

pectations from this young dy-
namic successful businessman
MP and we are optimistic that
adesh cricket

he will lead Ba
to new heights in the interna-

tional cricket arena. He has

chosen a good and experienced

committee and his concept of a
full-time chief executive of
BCCB is praiseworthy. He has
riﬁhtl}r duplicated a world-wide

:nnmrnnn in the sporting

wnrld

A few days back the national
cricket team departed for Kuala
te in the
s is a very
significant tournament as the
winner will participate in the
. It has been a long
cherished dream ol all cricket
lovers of Bangladesh to s::
the
in the ACC

I morale
booster for our team that will
R:u‘llﬂpatf in the ICC Associate

mbers tournament in the
same venue early next year. The
# same
in) will

lay in the next World Cup. The
ACC Tournament is not likely
to be a cake walk for the
adesh team. We have to
encounter with teams like UAE,
Papua New Guinea, FY§i and
hosts Malaysia. | feel that our

Lumpur to partici
ACC tournament.

Asia Cup

Bangladesh playing in
World Cup. A victory
tourney would be a

top three teams (if 1
format |s followed aga

Bangl

Che Daily Star Entertainment Guide

nise that if Bangladesh cricket
has gone one step forward oth-
ers have probably advanced by
two steps. Television coverage
of international cricket has

advantage of the changes. but so
far Tabarez has less 1o show for
|

His team lost the Italian Su-
per Cup to Florentina last

been popularised this game | month and were lucky to come
tremendously and we find coun- | away with a 1-1 draw in the
tries like Japan have taken to Italian Cup second round
cricket. The competition in the ]| against modest Empoli of the

ACC tournament will be severe
and in the ICC Associate Mem-
bers Tournament ferocious.
Against this backdrop, I fail
to understand the dire necessity
of executing the punishments
imposed by BCCB on Enamul
Huq Moni, Farooq Ahmed,
Athar Ali Khan and Minhajul
Abedin Nannu for their wrong-
doings in connection with the
tour of desh team to USA
and Canada. Not for a moment
am | suggesting that their indis-
cipline be condoned _ but from
the quantum of the punishment
it Is obvious that it is merely a
token one. If that be so and in
view of the fact that these four
cricketers constitute the very
backbone of our cricket team
would it not have been wiser
either to suspend the sentence
or to impose a monetary fine
for their escapades. Seeing the
predicament of our cricket | am
sure there would have been a
rush of volunteers to settle the
penalty. Can we therefore pon-
der for a moment to ieflect
whether we have punished the
cricketers or angladeshi
cricket!

Serie B,

Alter the Fiorentina match.
he said. "It's simply unaccept-
able to let any team. whoever
they are, have 12 shots at our
goal.”

The defence and midfield. re-
jigged after the arrival of

ichael Reiziger and Edgar
Davids from Ajax Amsterdam.
will need even closer scrutiny
after skipper Franco Baresi was
ruled out of the first month of
the season.

Baresi. the 36-year-old sym-
bol of AC Milan, badly twisted
his ankle in last weekend's 2-0
win over Empoli in the Cup re-
play.

Juventus have looked far
more promising over the sum-
mer. as have Hodgson's Inter
Milan.

Juve coach Marcello Lippi
will look to a I‘E‘-&hﬂgtd attack
to ensure his team do not rest
on Lheir laurels after two tri-
umphant seasons.

In a ll.-apﬂ.lc where the top
clubs are technically all as good
as each other. one single factor
makes the difference. Hunger."

he declared.

-

Chathy  Pelam IH News In

The Travel Show 11:00 The

Bangla 8:30 Film sho Arabian

der in Fafﬂu 11:30 News n
11:35 Tomormow's pro-
summary 11:40 Close

|__ssc___

6:00am BBC Newsroom inc.

l:_;ll Time Out: The

Worid Today 1:00 BBC World

Nights 9:00 Rupali F= = 10:00 Headlines 1:06 Under The Sun
Hmnﬁmﬂ'.lﬁJam 2-:00 BBC World News 2:30 Time
humi 10:35 senes Thurn- Cut Sights 3:00 BBC

Worid Report nc. World Business
Report24 Hours 5:00 BBC
Worid News 5:10 Newsnght

CHANNEL V

6:00am Fram by Frame 7:00
Fewnd VJ Sophwa 8:00 Jumg
Start VJ Trey 9:00 Frame by
Frame 11:30 The Vibe VJ Trey

World Headiines 1:05 Under The Frrst Day First Show

Sun 2:00 BBC World News 2-30 Videocon Flashback 3:30 Soul

Time Out A 's Blar: Curry 4-00 Planet 4:30 By
3:00 Worl '.aws Demar = VJ Trey 5:30 Rewind

At Vd Sop- va 6-00pm Sillboard UC

400 BBC Newsc - &: Countdcwn 1200 The Vibe V.

World Headlines © . Under Luke 9:00 The indian Top 0
The Sun 7:00 BBC 3 News 10:00 First Day First v
T:15 Wond Busines: - -port 7:30 10:30 The Ticket 1100 V Spo
BBC Newshowr Asia and Pa- 12230 B VJ Alessandra
cific 830 Time Out: Tomormow's 1:00 K= Ower The Edge
Worid 9-00 BBC World Headlines ¥J Ser 3“3-;381#.-
905 Under The Sun 10:00 BBC Messanara 430 Top Of the
World News 10:30 Time Out Pops 5:00 The Fide JTfﬂ'

STAR PLUS

6:30am Voltron 7:00 Teena
Mutant Ninga Turties 7:30 G |

Joé B:00 Saber Fuder And the

Star Sherrif 8:30 The New Ad-

ventures Of Black Beauty 9:00
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