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Matter of Emphasis

One may be somewhat pleasantly surprised but
will hardly be elated over the findings of a review
madé recently of the performance of our manufac-
turing sector between 1990 and 1996. The update
sponsored by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) |
and prepared by Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya of the |
BIDS shows that the industrial sector grew at an
average annual rate of 6.86 per cent during said pe- |
riod. This bettered the average figure of 597 per
cent per annum recorded over the whole decade be- |
tween 1985-86 and 1990-96.

The modest industrial growth in the past six |
years which had actually peaked in 1992-93 with a |
rate of 9.1 per cent was notably achieved amidst |
the indecision-ridden political turmoil which fol-
lowed that "best year".

So, the first lesson to draw here is that we should
never again allow political uncertainties to snow- |
ball in a way that hinders industrial growth or, for |
that matter, the economic development of the
country. The appeal is to both the ruling party and |
the opposition to see in this the wisdom of a bipar- |
tisan understanding on how to keep the productive
sectors going under all circumstances.

The industrial indebtedness grew over the period
and that is another headache we must attend to for |
the sake of growth without liabilities. It is a con-
tradiction in terms that growth has to be propped ‘

|

up by bank-rollering and bad lending.

On the positive side, we have had the increases
i11 the industrial use of electricity and in the con-
sumption of gas in the manufacturing processes
maiing possible that modest overall growth of the
mam facturing se.:tor.

Desite a nearly one-sided attention paid to the
organis.:d industrial sector its contribution to the |
GDP is yt to outstrip that of the largely unorgan-
ised industrial secto.” comprising cottage and the
whole lot of other mic.ro-productive units.

For an all-round economic development of |
the countiy with poverty alleviation and social |
justice as our principal concerns we need to en- |
courage sm:ill-scale undrtakings on a top priority |
basis. That, tor sure, is the golden path to take. |
|
I
|

Security for VWater Trans-
port

. In a riverine country with a long coastline, the
need fer river police and co:ist guards can hardly
be overemphasised. ' Prime¢ Minister Sheikh
Hasina recognised this dire necessity while ad-
dressing a review meeting at the Bhola Circuit
House on Wednesdzy relating tc law and order and
development initiatives in the Barisal division.
River transports stii! earry the miajor share of the
country's passengers and goods traffic. Add to this
deep sea fishing that has grown in recent years,
bolstered by the availabllity of tihe mechanised
boats and trawlers. The technical innovation and
improvement brought about in fishing and the
preservation facilities have turned marine fishing
into an industry located alor:g the coastal belts.

The expansion of inland trade and economic ac-
tivities on river routes hawve not, however, been
matched by the strengthening «f security for them.
Similarly, the coast guards are no match for the
pirates who swoop from time to time on (‘rawlers
engaged in sea fishing or on boats operating in the
Sunderbans for commercial purposes. The pirates
have virtually established an unchallenged reign
of terror in the coastal areas to the country's south. |
Piracy there has to be dealt a blow soon if we want
to see our sea fishing flourishing into a sustainzable
industry. The coast guards and river police to-
gether can protect the vital economic interests of
the country.

So the stake is more than what is usually
thought of. Not only do we need to raise the forces
but also the quality of their service through pro-
viding better training, equipment and fast-moving
vessels to them. |

At times the coast guards would be required to
carry on rescue operations in challenging situa-
tions. Unless specially trained for that job, they
would fail to perform. That aspect should also be
taken into account, particularly when our coastal
areas are often wvisited by natural calamities.

Arsenic Threat
The presence of arsenic in tubewell water in a
village in Pabna has led to the death of 11 persons
and illness for 100 others. This is an extremely
alarming situation. We knew from earlier reports
that not just one or two villages are affected by an
unacceptably high level of arsenic pollution of wa-

ter but a long stretch of our bordering villages with
India has fallen prey to arsenic.

Once or twice the government made a half-
hearted attempt to assess the situation, as if the
problem will pass off if it is overlooked. Now the
news of death caused by water contaminated with
arsenic, and that too, in a northern district of
Bangladesh is bound to create panic among our
people.

S0 we suggest that an expert team or teams with
proper equipment to examine arsenic level in wa-
ter be rushed to the areas affected or suspected to be
so. They will make sure.that people do not drink
water containing arsenic and at the same time de-
clare where water is safe to drink or use for other
} purposes. In this regard, West Bengal's experience
can be useful to us. How did the government there
tackle the problem with the assistance’ of the WHO?
We must need to know how water is freed of arsenic
| contents. " : -

A Visit of Immense
Significance
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river waters, the two countries are close at last to reaching an agreement made so
much the easier by a consensus forged lately between the Congress party and

the Communists in Nepal We better take a leaf out of their book.

NDIAN External Affairs
Minister | K Guzral ar-
rives here at a propitious
momen!t. The conventional
rhetoric between Dhaka and
New Delhi is ebbing to a virtual
retreat. gradually but markedly
giving way to a healthy bilat-
eral resolve to substantialise
their hitherto ill-fated rela-
tions. With such a vantafc-
point emerging in the philo-
sophical outlook of the two
countries, Guzral's four-day trip
to Dhaka seems bound lor a
pride of place in the whole new
process of rebuilding the bilat-
eral ties launched with the
change of governments in the
two counliries
Significantly, the delegation
which the [rld}ian External Af-
fairs Minister is leading in
Dhaka inclpdes two important

e r

personalities of the Track []
diplomacy-fame — | K Guzral
himsell and Somnath Chatter
jee. the parliamentary leader of
the CPM with West Bengal gov-
ernment' s representation
eliched on the composition of
the delegation

The non-government second
rack initiative launched b
eminent A:nrrsmmgrﬁ from both
[ndia and Bangladesh has al-
ready favourably itmpacted In-
ter-governmentally through
their interactions backed by is-
sue-based expertise, research
and insights. During his 1994
visit 1o Dhaka | K Guzral had
expressed his highly positive
views on trade imbalance and
the water sharing issue. He also
referred to the transit qukstion,
albeit without being remotely
imposing on it in his character-
istically suave manner.

The forward footholds
reached on some of the out-
standing issues of considerable
concern to both governments
must be matters of considerable
satisfaction to the Foreign of-
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In the meantime the incident in Pabna should
form part of an intense public information cam-

Lpa!gn so that no further death occurs.

Sir, The recent incidents at
Dhaka University have given
rise to a question that whether
the government aor the opposi-
tion is really interested in elim-
inating terrorism from the
campus. Many believe that it is
not a difficult task to remove
the terrorists from the c us.
Because only a few armed mis-
creants are creating terror on
the campus. In fact, it is the
lack of noble intention of some
section that is making it im-
possible to ensure a terror-free
carmpus.

We are already burdened
with a session-jam due to many
strikes called over the last cou-

le of years. And we cannot af-
ord any more. So, for the sake
of 28,000 general students of
Dhaka University, it is our
earnest request to all parties
conicerned to stop these violence
and indiscipline in the campus.
We dp not want to be victims
anymore. We just want to study.

Torum
Finance &

Deptt
Dhaka University.

Extra bumpers

Sir, The overwhelming logic
in favour of "extra bumpers" an
cars has convinced me to fit my
car up with them, as soon as |
find some good reasoning for
retaining the original ones.

I 'wish the learned read-
ers/writers: would ten me
with equally sane logfc in
favour of: loud horns, wrong
turns, embarking/disemba-
rking in the middle of the road,
random parking, speeding, (I
choose to ignore cars emitting
black smoke or blaring music —
they are either too r or too
rich — not my type!) overtaking
— and many other such
triviality that spoil my day.
because of my ignorance.

While it is crystal clear that
the ‘rear extra guard' will pro-
ect my fancy car from gettin
Hum by lowly rickshaws —
could use the front one to give
tlhhemn a taste of their own
medicine; and bump into them,
gnd that should brighten my

ay!

How fuzzy-headed I've been,
thinking that rickshaws belo
on the road as much as I do (i
no! more); and rickshawpullers
have some rights too (if not the

~ sarnel, as me and my driver.

1 shall rectify that sgon and
teach myself and my driver all
the tricks for keeping ahead on
road and ensure my
supreune convéniences. Perhaps
even i‘:qulli.liI’l: a flowery vocabu-
lary for those who dare to get in
my wiy, and while I'm at it, |
lshall X Hll louder haiu'n and
earn ‘o play a popular tune
key samne kaun hai)
on it and let the blind driver in
front of me know that the lights
have chianged to green, and to
turn myr neighbours green with
envy. when | blast my horn bel-
ligerently to awaken my dar-
wan aftier midnight. Also I may
take ofl the black tapes from
the headlights, so that I can
dazzle the oncoming drivers
and blink them to 'Let me Pass-
First'. . :

But then don't blame me for
my timidity on the road, since
I've ridcdlen rickshaws for over
thirty yerars and am inclined to
be considerate towards them. |

. permissible,

fice in Dhaka and South Block
in Delhi.

In fact, if one were to identify
the distances t have covered
so far In ﬂn:-luning their
approaches to certain hitherto
intractable problems, one could
hardly resist marveli at the
splendid ground-work

The Ganges Water uharu;g
uestion has been de-link
om the augmentation issue, so

that the Ganges-Brahmaputra

link canal oposal ndia
stands drﬂpgrr.ﬂ. The mh:ckmng
of the Ganges with other com-
mon rivers has also been dis-
pensed with: It is only after the
question of permanent sharing
of the lean season water of the

(sanges has been resolved that

the issue of other rivers will be

taken up.

49.5 kllometers of the land |

boundary hangs fire. West Ben-
gal is keen on early demarca-

tion of the border and the In-
dian ment which is yet to
ratify the 1974 Land Boundary
Agreement through its Parlia-

ment seems willing to be doing
it but after the border demarca

tion work is completed

The outcome of the Guzral
visit is most likely to be the es-
tablishment of a mecharism to
discuss substantive issues in a
result-oriented manner,

As for the central issue of
arriving at an agreement on the
sh of the lean season wa-
ter of the Ganges there is bound
to be some horse-trading on the
quantums of water to be re-
leased to Bangladesh during the
cry season e rordian Knot
can only be untied at the high-
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Shah Husain Imam

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan came back from a Delhi
visit recently with a clear im-
presaion of an all-party con-
senisus having emerged in India
over the urgency to get the
Ganges water sharing issue oul
ol the way for the sake of ad
dressing other issues

There can be multi-track
discussion on all the other is-
sues ralsed by Indla such as
transit, alleged North-East
cross-border activities, etc. but
without any prejudice to the
most vital question of reaching
an eement on the lean sea
son sharing of the Ganges waler
on a nt basis.

On tariff reduction, India
warnts to effect it under the
SAPTA but we are seeking bi-
lateral concessions which are
likely Lo be acceded to by India
in the near future, .

Decision on a number of en-
claves other than Berubari, Da-
hagram and Angarpata remains
pending under the Land
Boundary Agreement of 1974
In other words, demarcation of

also suspect that everyone
knows this and in the few years
that I've burdened myself with a
car, [ get bumped by cars, buses
and even trucks, more often
than by rickshaws. Probably
they misinterpret “I'm
proud to be a G " sticker,
as "Former Rickshaw Rider.” 1

should also rtglace my “E“J:J}.f )

Rotary with Dhaka Centr
sticker by "Enjoy Your Ride —
Behind! Me" or perhaps even
with one that proclaims "I'm
King of the Road.”

Munirul Haque

DOHS, Dh
P.5. | must remember to
thank the lady in my lane, with

the lovely voice, who dutifully
warns us early ev morning
"Attention Pleau. this car is

backing up.

Munirul Haque
House : 367, Road: 28
DOHS (New), Dhaka

Spelling mistakes in
Bar Council question

Sir, It is known ‘to all that
Bangladesh Bar Council is sec-
ond to none in Bangladesh in
awarding training to the new
advocates of the country. Every
alternate six months a written

examination for enrolment as

advocates is held under the au-
thority of Bangladesh Bar
Council. Its previous examina-
tion system was obviously
praiseworthy. But the exami-
nation which was held on 28th
June, 1996 has rather

the previous reputation of the
institution. There were gross
and massive spelling mistakes
in the printed question paper. I

am here some examples
to make the readers understand
my allegation:

Given spelling : uncertainity,
openion, proceedure, whow,
deffendent, amentments, re-
quird, wheather, widrawal,
permissable, shell, ectual,
woner, hom, relif, clained, ap-
ple, factes, saught, etiquate,
role, session, megistrate,
ant, provissions, obserbed,
kidnepping, descuss, relebancy.

Correct spelling : uncer-
tainty, opinion, procedure,
how, defendant, amendment,
required, whether, withdrawal,
shall, actual,
owner, whom, relief, claimed,
achal, facts, sought, etiquette,
rule, sessions, magistrate, dif-
ference, provisions, observed,
kidnapping, discuss, relevancy.

Mohammad Mazibur Rahman
4th yr. LL.B (Hons)

Room No-343,

Zahurul Hug Hall

University of Dhaka

Matters to consider
Sir. I was really surprised b
reading the letter of M
Mustafizur Rahman of Dhaka
published in your paper on Au-
gust .17 under the caption 'Mat-
ters to consider or not'. It could
be assumed that he was a regu-
lar reader of The Daily Star,
then how he had missed let-
ter published on st 8, '96
under the heading ' adesh
Betar' and Joy Bangla', eludes
me. In it | clearly stated my
view points, why I thought it

efer-

ent#:)llucal level
e all-party consensus in
India should ideally be recipro
cated by an all-party consensus
in Bangladesh. especially over
the water Issue. Although it
may not be an absolute neces
sity In matters of inter gov

ernmental negotiations, yel
this is what a good, functioning
democracy should be all about

Alter |4 years ol flerce de
bate between India and Nepal
over sharing their common
ritver walers, Lthe two countries
are close at last to reaching an
agreement made so much the
easier by a consensus forged
lately between the Congress

arty and the Communists in
epal. We better take a leaf out
ol their book,

The Indo-Nepal waler agree-
ment is going to embody a 'no
harms clause ruling out detr
imental construction works on
either side and the principle of
arbitration in the event of a
dispute. Quite a forward-
looking example, worth

perhaps emulating by us.

was unnecessary to ch Ra-
dio Bangladesh to Ba:ngfa?dtuh
Betar. | am quite aware about
the true history and | know that
Bangladesh Betar was changed
to Radio Banﬁlndenh by those
sons who also fought for the
iberation of our country and
whose mother tongue was
- So, could they have any
hatred for Bangla words? May
be the government thought Ra-
dio Bangladesh more suitable.
The writer expressed his
hope that facts stated in his let-

ter would help me to be positive |

to the government initiatives.
But the ch of Bangladesh
Betar to Radio Bangladesh was
also a government initiative, so
should I think that the writer is
trying to imply that from 1975
to 1996 there was no govern-
ment in Bangladesh?

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

An appeal to the
prime minister

Sir, 1 am a student of "Inte-
rior Dcsl%m“ I have passed my
HSC in '95. | have two more
sisters. My mother was a
teacher of Dhaka College. But
two months ago, she was trans-
ferred to a college of My-
mensi . Now she has'to go
there every time.

My father also works outside
Dhaka. It's creating a big prob-
lem in our family. My youngest
sister is in Class V. So, it is very
difficult for us to handle her as
well as the household without
my mother,

So I like request to the hon-
courable prime minister to
kindly give orders to the au-
thority concerned so that they
take necessary steps to brin
back my mother in a college o
Dhaka. 1 hope the magnani-
mous prime minister will take
my humble appeal into her
consideration.

Sonia Shakereena Kabir

356, Bailtul Aman Housing
Sociely,

Shamoly, Dhaka-1207

Health problem

column

Sir, People of Bangladesh
face many health problems.
Since most of them are*poor or
at best belong to the lower mid-
dle/middle class families their
capacity to take treatment un-
der a doctor for every ailment is
vmar limited. The young boys
and the girls sometimes face
many personal health prob-
lems that they hesitate to dis-
close to their guardians. Besides
these, most of the ople of
Bangladesh live in villages,
while most physicians live in
the big cities or towns. The
number of doctors for the peo-
ple of Bangladesh is compara-
tively much less than in many
other country of the world. As a
;ﬁg‘ular reader and well wisher

ur paper | want to put up a
proypﬂoaali'. ou may kindly np
a new column in your weekl

m ne, say, titled as ‘healt

problem’, which will provide
propriate answers to various
health questions.

Sheikh Shahjahan
266, Zahurul Haq Hall
Dhaka University
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CTBT via Gunboat

Diplomacy
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flourish with Nepal and Bhutan. The latter are interested to operate across the
through our ports if India allows it at all. These are to be treated with a positive

mind-frame if global trends of

tom who observed that after
a baftle was lost the next
saddest thing 1s a battle won

I T was the Duke of Welling

New Delhi is realising this to its

cost after winning at Geneva.
All the five nuclear haves —
America. China. France, Great
Britain and Russia — have
ganged up to pressure India
They are repeating the gun
diplomacy when big countries

| would use their military power
| to force agreement on other

nations

The familiar distance be-
tween India and the US has be-
gun to reappear New Delhi is
once again an obstacle for
Washington. There are hints of
The American
press. which mouths the offi-

| ‘cial line on foreign affairs. has

returned to its criticism of In-

| dia. And if Washington Post is
| any

guide, the advice given to
the Clinton administration is
to isolate it (India) and keep it

. squeezing.”

New Delhis fault is that it
has, single handedly, rebuffed
the efforts of nuclear powers to

ss muster the Comprehensive

est Ban Treaty (CTBT) in the
sub-commission on disarma-

are to be respected.

weight behind the treaty, to  America it can be a different
push it down the threat of every ball game. At Geneva there were
nation 61 nations. The UN general as-

Pakistan s role has been par- has 180 odd. All of them
ticularly pathetic, First it said cannot be by America
it w not sign the until or the other n powers. Al-
India did. Then. it to ready the dissenting voices can
it when it found that India's be heard.
stand in any pass would stall The reason the Clinton

the treaty In fact. it openly
sided with nuclear powers and
abused India., now a familiar
diplomatic behaviour of Islam-
abad

At least. political commen-
tators in Pakistan have minced
no words in telling Islamabad
how wrong it was. One of them
has said: "why is it that Pak-
istan shows such timidity and a
weakened approach to a vital
security issue while India's op-
Egsitmn is more princi and

nourable” Another said-
Pakistan's attitude daes not
spring from the dictates of our
own national interests on nu-
clear capability but instead re-
grettably betrays an expedient
and opportunistic mindest

which seeks to carry favour

with the West "

New Delhi was reconciled to
the position of going it alone. It
expected that nuclear powers

administration is in a hurry
and has got a special UN assem-
bly session convened, 12 da
before the session., is

US voter. esident Clinton
wants to use the CTBT as his
poll plank. He wants to claim
that he has secured the disar-

CTBT to be a vote-catcher.

[f a simple majority is re-
guired (some say it should be
two-thirds). there is every like-
lihood of the CTBT being ap-
proved by the UN. This does not
worry New Delhi. What bothers
it is the clause that those mem-
bers of -the disarmament sub-
commission which do not sign
will be forced to do so. This is a
new international order and de-

UN

feats the very purpose of the
charter.

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

ment al Geneva No pressure no
blandishment worked. In any
case, It is an unegual treaty. It
is unequal because the five pow
ers continue to have nuclear ar-
scnal They reportedly possess
among them 500 nuclear
warheads, each a thousand tons
more powerful than the ones
which demolished Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. India has vainly
urged that the nuclear haves
should also set a time-table for
themselves within which they
should eliminate their weapons
of mass destruction

The treaty Is not even com-
prehensive. Testing on the
r{rc:«und and under the ground is
vanned, But it leaves out re-
search or testing of nuclear de-
vise in a laboratory or on com-
puters. Pakistan tested its bomb
When | asked A Q
Khan., father of Pakistan's
bomb, that there was no evi-
dence of its explosion, he said
that there were ways to test a
bomb in a laboratory, just as

lanes are tested through simu-
ators.

The sub-comunission has de-
bated the treaty for two and a
half years but has found no
consensus, the criterion for the
approval of a treaty. New Del-
hi's stand from the first day
has been that all powers should
be treated at per and that there
should be no nuclear apartheid.

.This has not been acceptable to

nuclear powers, They ee to
the banning of testing but not to
the destrn}dn&, of weapons. In
other words, they want to con-
tinue to detain the superiority
which they have at present.
India’'s battle has been
lonely. How one wishes some
other countries had joined it to
let the nuclear wers know
that they do not lay the law in
the world. But, as some of them
told New Delhi privately, th
were afraid to join issue wig
America, which put all its

would leave the matter at that.
After all things did work out
when India did not sign the
non-proliferation treaty (NPT).
This time the nuclear powers
seemn determined to make India
sign the treaty.

That is the reason a new
clause was added to the CTBT
around the middle of June to
lay down that all the 61-mem-
ber nation of the disarmament:
sub-commission would have to
sign the treaty. India offered
not to going in the way of a con-
sensus at the sub-commission
provided the enforcement
clause was deleted from the
treaty. But China, which has
not s its enmity towards In-
dia, insisted that New Delhi
sign the treaty. This gave Bei-
jing the advantage of
nuclear weapons and ens
that India would not have them.
accommodated
China on the peaceful nuclear
explosions and the inspection
in the treaty. But India was not
offered any concession. Wash-

..
Chiba was b

other words,

pun-

ished for emd% restraint
on the bomb after hav-

the device in 1974.
Only when the enforcement
clause was added did India de-
cide to block the treaty. Still, it
made it clear that if clause
on forcing nations was dropped,
it would not vote st the
treaty, even though it would not
sign it,

Now., Washington has eir-
cumvented the entire process. [t
has asked an obliging country,
Australia, to sponsor the treaty
at the UN without bringing the
disarmament sub-commis-
sion's deadlock into the picture.
But CTBT draft remains the
same. How can this be legal?
New Delhi will have no alter-
native except to op it on the
floor of the assembly. Even [or

America

that a country
unanimous opinion

treaty. All litica
Nawve siisnded thisk Rull
to the government. How can
treaty
950 million people. who are’de-
termined not to accept it.

its way through
forces

dia should seri
going to the In
of Justice at the Hague. The en-
forcement clause is
to the letter and

charter. ensuring equality to all

e

The UN is a body of

sovereign nations. Its charter
says that no country can be
soured into accepting
thing which it does not want to
do so. If nuclear powers
deteymined, then why have the
farce of the UN? They can sit in
a room and announce their de-
the

some -

are so

cision.

What they do net realise

is
like India has a
parties
a
be forced on a number of

Still, if America

the and

the nations to sign it, In-

consider
Court

the

nations.

India's g exclu-
world? The cold war emitted
discrimination and dictation
on the basis of It was
suffocating. '

BIRDEM: A Tribute to Dr Ibrahim

N May 17, 1972, when
angladesh was admitted
to ., the first UN
agency to admit the new
country, Dr Kandau, the
Brazilian Director General of
WHO, first enquired about the
health and welfare of Banga-
bandhu, in whose name we
applied to the organisation for
membership. The other person
he enquired about was Dr
Muhammad Ibrahim, the na-
tional professor and founder
president of the Bangladesh Di-
abetic Centre, BIRDEM, who at-
tended the WHO in 1969, as a
delegate.

"Verily never will Allah
change the condition of the
people until they change it
themselves.” (Holy Quran). Dr
Ibrahim, a bachelor of medi-
cine from Calcutta and MRCP
from the UK, strongly believed
in self help and service to
society. When | was taken to
him for a medical chcck-uﬁ in
1959/60 by my doctor-father,
who had known him from the
Calcutta times. he spoke to me
for a long time telling me about
the happenings in the coun
and how the then East Pakistan
was deprived of its right share
in various areas of national de-
velopment.

For a young student, with
lots of Id’;allam. the words
caught on me. | found in him a
nationalist, a man fired with
imagination, a special kind of
empathy leavened with a brio
very much his own.

At the end of the visit, which
was supposed to be a consulta-
tion, | came back with a lot of
thoughts and, perhaps ideas of a
different kind- He didn't give
me any medical advice nor any
medical prescription; he asked
me to ride horses! — perhaps he
had prior knowledge of the sta-
ble my father maintained. But
that is doctor Ibrahim

Starting at 10/A Segun
Bagicha in a tin-shed in Febru-
ary 1956, he introduced a sys-
tern of advising patients to
come and get physically and so-
cially rehabilitated via the tin
shed shelter. 18x20-feet space
A system that had been univer.
sally abandoned now In

. other parts of t

by Waliur Rahman

Bangladesh even by the most ul-
tra-modern medical centres,
was not so uni?lue compared to

e world. In Eu-
rope and America it is accepted
almost as a norm — a patient's
dossier with all his rsonal
and confidential details only to
be seen by the doctor and none
else. Dr Ibrahim was a true dis-
ciple of the Greek father of
medicine,

In his eventful life he had
some difficult times as well.
None other than the re-
doubtable governor of the then
East Pakistan Mr Monem Khan
found his spirit of social con-
sciousness too much to bear. He
was about to cross swords with
him when president Ayub of
Pakistan visited Dhaka to
bless [brahim's son on his wed-
ding with the daughter of Mr
Nomani. who was earlier DM
Jessore and had visited my vil-
lage alma mater Benipur High
School in Sailakupa thana. |
read many of the books No-
miani had donated

Dr Ibrahim at heart was
wedded to the spirit of the soil

of Bengal. Borm in 1911, the
year of the reunification of
Bengal. he carried in him a

spirit of sbcial justice. So noth-
ing could atoF is efforts in set-
ting up the Diabetic Centre in

Dhaka
When an eight-crore-taka

heart-institute was set up in
Islamabad in the '60s, Dr
Ibrahim started a silent move=
ment which got louder in later
years, on the di between
East and West Pakistan. In
1970, a year before our
vIt';?;hl of Liberation started,
m myanaged to a sanc-
tion of 2['!- crore mget for a
medical c#ntre in Dhaka only
to be told that the would
be given if a similar medical
centre could be opened in La-
hore as well!

After the independence of
Bangladesh, the centre was
ﬂmttd some money by Prime

inister Tajuddin med.
Soon Bangabandhu was ap-
prised of the importance of the
centre and in one of the ECNEC
meetings in May 1975, the most
important decision was made
in order to give the centre a na-
tional stature under Banga-
bandhu's personal directives.
Bangabandhu knew him from
his Calcutta days, when at the
height of the nationalist
movemerit against the British,
Bengali Muslims were all at-
tracted to the great sons of Ben-
gal — Hossain Shaheed Suh-
rawardy and AK Fazlul Huq. It
is no coincidence that Dr.
Ibrahim was active along with
Bangabandhu in hﬂﬂcnf Suh-
rawardy in reducing mpact
of the bloody 1946 riots.

Today, quarter century on,
BIRDEM is a er centre of
medical facilities, and re-
search. C to most other
medical centres of desh,
BIRDEM stands out for its
quality and reputation, for its|-
service to the le. It is no
surprise. therefore, that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
through her of the Tth
anniversary of Dr lbrahim's
death. is paying tribute to not
only the memory of the na-
tional professor but also to an
idea. "Our visionary perspec-
tive is the true realism and that
is what we have to pursue’
as Barbara W put it aptly.
Sceptics may scoll at the belief
but cynics never build cathe-
drals. What else could have been
a better tribute to Dr [brahim's

memory?



