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80 Ecmlﬂmrtam on Iraq in US: 1»
opinion poll TaKen after the United States Ifunched cruise

missile strikes ainst Ilraq found ht in 10 Americans
approved and nearly 75 per cent a of President Clinton's
handling of the situation. AP s from Wn.hml.

The poll. taken by ABC News before a second launched
Wednesday Irag time, surveyed 515 adults by telephone. It had
a margin of error of plus or minus 5 percentage points.

" -
Farrakhan arrives in Cuba: ious
Farrakhan leader of the militant Nation of Islam grm:Ké
arrived in Cuba on Tuesday saying he wanted to learn aboul

effects of a longstanding US economic embargo on the island,
Cuban news agencies sald, Reuter from Havana.
said Famwakhan, ied

Prensa Latina News Agcntg
by members of his family and other leading Nation Islam
militants. would be in Cuba on a brief 48-hour visit
Farrakhai. a controversial figure in the African-American
comanunity in the United States, told Cuban r he was
interested in a close view of the impact of recently tightened US
economic sanctions against the communist-ruled nation.

Clinton 21 ahead mn CNN A

new national poll puts President Clinton 21 ts of Bob
Dole as the fall gampaign season begins, A.Bo‘:poru from New
York.

Results of the CNN-USA Today-Gallup survey, taken Friday
through Sunday were similar to those in lls conducted late
last week ABC News and Newsweek All three find Clinton

etting big help in public opinion from the Democratic Natianal
%‘mweuunn. with no apparent damage from the resignation
Thursday of his top political adviser. Dick Morris, because of a

sex scandal,
Strong e rocks
esterday cau

earthquake shook Algiers

according to first reports, reports from :
Residents in the centre of the town said some walls were
cracked and glasses were broken. The temblor came 15 minutes
after midnight (0415 GMT) and lasted more than 10 seconds.

Clash claims 1 in Belfast: one man was

killed and another who was thh him was badly hurt in a gun
attack at Lurgan 20 miles (30 kilometres) southwest of Bellast
Tuesday night. AP reports from Belfast.

No group immediately claimed responsibility. But the
British national news agency Press Association quoted
unidentified security sources as saying it is believed to the
latest episode in an internal feud in the Irish National
Liberation Army. The INLA is a breakaway faction of the Irish
Republican Army. which has been fighting to drive the British
out of Northern Ireland for decades. The feud is between the
INLA and a small group that broke away from it.

Palestinian Plane hijacker held:

Palestinian who hijacked a Bulgarian charter plane to Norway
on Tuesday was arrested at Oslo rt less than an hour after
' landing, police said, Reuter reports from Oslo.

“The man surrendered at 8.47 pm (1847 GMT)," a police
spokesman said. "He asked for a lawyer. He asked for political
asylum. He said there is no weapon on board but we check
for ourselves.” "He has not gven anr political motive," police
superintendent Asbjoern Gran told reporters. "The only
demands he put forth were to obtain a lawyer, which is easy to
fulfil, and to gain political asylum. Maybe all he wanted was to
pet here. He is between 20 and 30 years old.”

L L ] ]
Russian composer Veniamin dies:
Veniamin Basner, who composed classical music, musicals and
movie scores, has died at age 72, the ITAR-Tass news agency
reported, AP reports from St. Petersburg,

The report said he died Monday in St. Petersburg but did not

ive the cause of death. Basner graduated from the conservatory
n Leningrad, as St. Petersburg formerly was known, as a
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violinist, but soon shifted to composing. He wrote
the music for nearly 50 films, the report said.

) found dead iIn

police have found the remains of two missi

um:

teenage

girls, victims in a paedophile abduction, sexual abuse and
murder case that has sent shivers of alarm across Europe,

Reuter reports from Brussels.

The decomposed bodies of an Marchal and Eefje Lambrecks
were found on Tuesday buried in a metal container 2.5 metres

[yards) under a shed in the
by convicted rapist Marc

arden of a house in Charleroi owned
Dutroux. Dutroux has admitted

kidnapping the two on August 22 last year with accomplice
Michel Lelievre who is also under arrest.

30 die from

- - .
amﬁjhahtls in N ¢
At least 30 people have died ffom encephalitis in Nepal'in the

ﬁaﬁt three weeks while 48 others have

n afflicted, a public

ealth service official said yesterday, AFP reports from

Kathmandu.

The deaths take the toll from the disease, which causes

swel

of the brain, to 50 in Nepal this year, said the official.

The dead were all from tropical southwestern and southeastern
districts of the ccuntry, where the mosquito-borne disease

thrives.

Telephone scam in India

More money, jewellery seized

from ex-minister's locker

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: Police
seized more money and jewelry
from bank lockers of a former
telecommunications minister
accused of favoring some com-
panies with lucrative govern-
ment contracts, newspapers re-
ported Wednesday. reports AP.

The burgeoning scam threat-
ens to delay India's eflforts to
add 10 million telephones in
five years and could affect sev-
eral politicians, especla]ig
former Prime Minister P
Narasimha Rao.

On Tuesday, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation seized 3.6
million rupees (dirs 100.000)
from four bank lockers oper-
ated by the wife of former
Telecommunications Minister

Sukh- Ram, newspapers re-
ported.

Ram, who is wanted by the
CBI. is in London and has told
Eulh:e through his lawyers Lhat

e has a heart condition and
cannot return to India until cer-
tified fit by his doctor, who also

s to be his so-in-law.
Last month, federal police
raided three homes of Ram in
India and seized more than 36
million rupees [(dirs 1 million)

in unaccounted cash.

h

Ram. a former clerk in a
stale government. has been
charged with possessing assets
exceeding his earning capacity.
As government minister, he
earned about 13,000 rupees (dirs
360) a month.

Ram has deniedl any wrong-
doing and has said that the
money does not belong to him.
He has promised to reveal the
details to police when he re-
turns to :

Police have accused Ram of
favoring an electronics com-
pany in southern India to buy
equipment at inflated prices,
which caused the government
huge losses.

ewspapers have speculated
that Ram could implicate sev-
eral politicians of the Congress
Party, which was in power until
June.

BRIEFLY | 1ndia

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: India's
parliament broke up in disar-
ray for the second-straight ses-
sion today after opposition
Hindu nationalists protested
against political wrangling 4n
the western state of Gujarat. re-

Reuter :

Officials said both the upper
and lower houses ad]uumﬁ - o
ter sitting for less than one
hour They will not reopen until
Friday because Thursday is a
Hindu holiday.

Wednesday's adjournment,
and a similar curtailment on
Tuesday. delayed a rcgty by Fi-
nance Minister Chi-
dambaram to a debate on the
federal budget for 1996/97
(April-March

Today. members of the oppo-

's pa

sition Hindu Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) :Fprnmhcd the
Speaker's chair in the lower
house and shouted protesis at
what they said was a conspiracy
by other leading parties to oust
the BJP led government in Gu-
jarat.

“It is a murder of democ-
racy.” they shouted, while fac-
ing angry retorts from members
of ex-prime minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao's Congress
Party, who joined them near
the S er's chair

Congress leaders had said
the BJP government in Gujarat
had lost its majority after a
split in the ranks of the BJP

The row erupted when the
Deputy Speaker of the Gujarat
State Assembly, a Congress

International
Protest against political wrangling in Gujarat

rliament breaks up
in disarray

member, the assem-
bly indefinitely on Tuesday
Wgcn the BJP-led government
was ting to prove its ma

jﬂﬂ_ﬁk the party split.

o ;lﬁl;spht in Mﬁ?}aral last
Mmor it expe a :
ful caste chitltaln.
Shankarsinh Vaghela follow-
ing a ddash with other senjor
leaders.

The state assemnbly s Deputy
Speaker was filling in for the
r, a BJP member who
was ill. He rec sed 46 break-
away BJP members as a sepa-
rate political group in the as
sembly before adjourning the
house.
B.JP leaders say the Deputy

Speaker violated democratic
norms by not allowing Chief

Minister Sureshbhai Mehta 10
prove his majority on the floor
ol the house They say the BJP
has 94 state lawmakers in the

1 82- member assembly after the

split
BJP leaders in the federal
arliament and in Gujarat said
rime Minister H D Deve Gow-
da s United Front coalition. rul-
ing India with support from the
Congress. was party to ‘the
moves (o ousted Gujarat state
government
"t is a conspiracy of the
Congress and the United Front,
senior state BJP leader
Kashiram Rana told Reuters in
parliament in New Delhi today
The BJP won most seats in
the federal parliament in gen-
eral elections in April and May
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President of Palestinian Authonty Yasser Ar
a ceremony of Independence Qatarian Day held in Gaze
arrange a first meeting between Israeli
bogged down amid Palestinian charges that the Israelis were reneging

key understandings.

Palestinian leaders waiting

for Israel's reply

TEL AVIV, Sept 4:
Palestinian leaders were wait
ing early Wednesgday for Israel's
rts;imnsb to proposals thai
could pave the way toward a
long-awaited first meeting be-
tween Yasser Arafat and lsrael's
new prime minister, reports AP

Israeli and Palestinian offi-
cials, speaking on condition of
anonymity. said the meeting
vould come Wednesday if minor
disagreements on several issues
— primarily Israel's request to
rework the terms of its with-
drawal from the West Bank city
of Hebron — were resolved.

"Everything else being equal
it should be settled tonight. be-
cause | consider the differences
very small.,” David Bar lllan, a
spokesman f{or Prime Minister

[ ]

Benjamin Netanyahu. said late
Tuesday.

An Arafat-Netanyahu
meeting would constitute the
first rtecognition _of the
Palestinian leader by n Israeli
premier from the Likud L
which long opposed Israel-PLO
peacemaking. ;

Netanyahu is under pressure
from Israel’s allies, his security
establishment and Cabinet
moderates to meet Arafat to
rekindle the peace process. But
right-wing officials represent-
ing key Likud constituencies
bitterly oppose the meeting.

Despite the reported
progress, Arafat might also feel
constrained by widespread
Palestinian discomfort with
Tuesday's US missile strike

afat and his wife Souha talk together during
City Tuesday. Marathon efiorts to
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Arafar

at last minute on
— AFP/UNB photo

ainst military targets in [raq.
Still, unspecified contacts

An AFP report
Jerusalem: Officials were edg-
ing closer to arr g meetin
on Wednesday between Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, an
Israeli official said.

"All being equal a meeting
should materialise on
Wednesday or Thursday,”
Netanyahu's media adviser
David Bar-lllan told Reuters.
"The gap is extremely narrow
between the sides. There is
agreement on practically all
points.”
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tack killed at least ong person and injured 10 others, in central Algiers. — AFP/UNB photo
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Kuwaiti forces
on full alert

KUWAIT CITY. Sept 4.

| Kuwait armed forces are on full

alert and the situation in lraq
is being monitored closely The
defence minister said in inter-
views published today. Yeports
AFP

“We have a plan indplacr to
meet the situation and we are

ngw executing it in general * De- .

fence Minster Sheikh Ahmad

Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah said in" 4

As-Sivassaad Al-Anbaa news-

pers
He said Kuwailt was monitor-
' ing the situation In lIraq

closely, but added that what was
happening in the north was an
Iragl aflair

He sald Kuwaitl forces were
on full alert, although he said
the borders with Iraq were ex
tremely quiet with no unusual

| movements reported .

[ndia to patrol
southern coast
to prevent
Tamil’s entry

NEW DELHI, Sept 4: The In-
dian coast will soon n
patrolling the country's south-
ern coast around-the-cleck to

revent entry by Sri Lankan
E amil guerillas, a senior offi-
cial said today, reports AFP.

Coast Guard Director Gen-
eral P.G. Jacob said in Madras
that his men would not allow
separatists to sneak through
with Tamil civilians fleeing
war-torn Sri Lanka.

“Though the refugees cannot
be prevented, the Coast guard
will ot permit Tamil
(to enter " Jacob said.

More than 1,000 Sri Lankan

Tamils have taken refuge in the

southern Indian state of Tamil
Nadu during the past two
months to escalating fighting
between troops and Tamil Tiger
guerillas on the island.

Tamil Nadu has been home
to some 100,000 Sri Lankan
refugees since 1983. The state,
home to about 55 million In-
dian Tamils. is separated from
Sri Lanka by a narrow strait.

University teachers
in Nigeria dety
govt order to

return to class

LAGOS, Sept 4: Thousands of
university professors defied a
government order to end a 5-
month-old strike Tuesday. de-
spite warnings they would lose
their jobs, reports AP,

"We have resolved that we
will not be stampeded into re-
turning to work,"” said Sola Fa-
jana, an economics professor at
the University of Ibadan. one of
the 39 campuses nationwide af-
fected by the strike.

At least five professors have
been arrested and the unions
representing strikers have been
banned since the strike began
April 9. '

There are more than 12,000
university -professors in Nige-
ria, and most have supported
the protest.

Their main demand is more
money, but they also are using
the sirike to publicise their op-
position to %?vtmment spend- .
ing policies that they say ignore
educational needs.

On Monday, Gen. Sani
Abacha's government warned
that if they did not return to
work Tuesday, the universities
would be closed and the strikers
fired. There wére no immediate
reports of government action at

" any universities Tuesday.
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ragis carrying weapons demonstrate in Baghdad Tuesday
after the US fired Cruise missiles on southern Iraq. The
attack came in retaliation for Saddam Hussein's drive in
the Kurdish safe haven in the north.

— AFP/UNB photo

Because it passed
ite oxmiry dat

LONDON: The Princess of Wales, who last week collected a 17

million
refused credit for 24
(36 dollars) worth of lipstick,
it was reported Tuesday. says AFP

An electronic cash register
at the cosmetics counter at the

Seanky Harvey Nichols de-
partment store twice kicked

aback her charge card, which
its expiry date, and
out

had
the princess had to d
cash for the two leﬂckts. ac-
cording to press reports.

“It was all embarra-
ssing,” said a spo for
the store.” | she wasn't
upset because 's one of our
favourite customers.”

Following the finalisation
of their

of

Rt ol SaRaand Price
Charles wrote to some 40 re-
tailers patronised by the

Erim:tﬂl saying he was no ]ung;:r rcspon

ills.

pound (25 million dollars) cash divorce settlement, was
pounds "

lﬂﬂlﬁrnll
' for

i ‘
for paying her
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males impotent!
PARIS: Some 26 million European men over 18, or about a
tenth of the continent's male population, have an i

problem, because of

S

arterio-scalerosis
congress.

BEIJING, Sept 4. Chinese
Premier Li Peng said today
China would not use its growing
clout to threaten other states, .

reports Reuter.:

Beijing's military muscle
was for- defensive needs and
would not be used t its re-

onal neighbours, Li told an
nternational gathering on
World Economic and Political
Trends in the 21st céntury.*

"As China develops it will
not threaten other states.,” Li
said. "China does not engage in
military expansionism. Chi-
na's milit strength is en-
tirely of a defensive nature.”

The premier said Be}jiug was
ursuing a policy of fosteri
ong-term economic growth an
this required an international
climate of stability. China has
enjoyed double digit economic
growth since 1991.

Li did not refer to disputes
with Tokyo over the Diaoyu ls-
lands, known in Japanese as
the Senkakus, or mention fric-

tions with Southeast Asian na-

psychological causes. French spe-
cialist Alain Jardin said Tuesday, re
Various risk factors were also to

s AFP.

ame, incl diabetes,

and smoking. Professor Jardin told a urology

tions over the Spratly Islands
in the South China Sea.

There was also0 no mention
of China's military exercises
and missile tests off Tatwan's
cohst earlier this year, when
Beijing was widely seen as at-
tempting to interfere in the is-
lands first direct presidential
election. :

The peaceful reunification of
Taiwan was a Beijing objective,
the premier said.
aiwan is an inalienable
part of Chinese territory.” he
said.

He said Taiwan should be re-
covered peacefully under the
"one country. two systems
formula, which Beijing says il
will apply toward the British
colony of Hong Kong after it re-
verts to Chinese rule on July 1.
1997.

Beijing says the formula al-
lows Hong Kong to maintain its
capitalist system as part of
China's communist state.

The premier called the re-
turn of lgnng Kong an important
milestone in Chinese history.

Hutu rebels shell
Burundi’s capital

BUJUMBURA, Burundi, t
4: Hutu rebels shelled Burundi's
capital Tuesday and fought by
the hundreds with troops in the
north, intensifying their war
against Burundi's coup-in-
stalled military government,
reports AP.

Just after a 10 PM curfew,

heavy machine guns could be
on the western edge of Bu-

jumbura and grenade blasts
along with tracer fire could be
seen from the city centre. It was
the heaviest: fighting since a
military-led coup July 25.

Three mortar shells hit
western Bujumbura on Tuesday
afternoon, one striking the
University of Bujumbura cam-
i?m'rhu'c were no injuries in the
brief afternoon attack, the first
on the tiny African nation's
capital since December 1995.

"The military pursued the
rebels above the %Mt the
rebels were far where
the bombs fell.

WASHINGTON, Sept 4: When
the calls and cables went out
around the world over the
weekend, President Clinton had
already made ug his mind. Iraq
must AFunl:.l ed — severely,
reports AP,

And while the president and
his advisers would have ﬁ:-
ferred a s er show of sup-
port from allies than the mis-
sile attack on Iraq mustered,
there was no cajoling. In fact,
the United States would have

it alone — if need be.

And it would again, ju%ﬁmg
by the harsh statements Tues-

day of State War-
ren Christopher and other
American officials.

"Our res must be and
will be fi and te,”

immedia

Christopher said, denouncing
Iraqi president Saddam Hus-
sein as an un threat to
his mﬁh:, his and

tos ty in the le East.
As it turned out, Britain,
Canada, Japan and a

Ecw others registered publie

support following the cruise
missile assault. Many others,
led by Russia and France, regis-

L reservations — and disap-
proval.
"The government of Russia

considers the American mili-
tary operation an unacceptable
reaction to the mtest events in
northern Iraq,"” an official gov-
ernment statemernt said in
Moscow.

French Foreign Minister
Herve de Charette said dialogue
between Irag and the Kurds is
“the only way to contribute, by a
political solution, to the return
to calm and stability in Iraqi
Kurdistan.”

Egypt and Syria, which sent
55, troops to fight Iraq in
1991, predicted the US attack
would only worsen the plight of
Iragis, who are suffering under
UN sanctions imposed when
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990.

- Balanced against such dis-
pleasure were strong pyblic
statements from British Prime

Minister John Major, who de-
fended the United States as
completely justified in firing 27
missiles at military targets,
and several other government
leaders who concur in the
American government's con-
tempt for Saddam Hussein.

In what the Pentagon de-
scribed as a "mop-up” opera-
tion, the United States said
Tuesday night it had fired 17
more missiles at Iraqgi air de-
fense sites because critical tar-
gﬁtu weren't destroyed in the

st raid.

Britain shares with the
United States r:npﬂ-unaibﬂjty for-
ma:l.‘l'ltainilljg a no-fly zone over
northern Iraq to protect the
Kurds, long a target of Bagh-
dad's wra according to
State Department spokesman
Nicholas Burns, the target of an
g:t;&'mmﬂitgnn cn::gnlgn by
saddam .

France nlmﬂi:;lrn that re-
sponsibility, so its to

inton's decision rattles the

fra%!h: alllance.

*hristopher, on a trip previ-

ously arranged, will try to re-
air the damage Thursday in
aris over lunch with Foreign

Minister Herve de Charette and

in a call on President Jacques

Chirac at the Elysee Palace.

Burns confidently gffered
assurances that "the interna-
tional coalition is intact,” and
diplomatic sources said France
had neither opposed nor sup-

orted the decision when

hristopher spoke with de
Charette by telephone over the
weekend and glintcm called
Chirac before ordeting the at-
tack.

Clinton did not seek Chirac's
advice, said the sources, who
declined to be identified. He had
also made the decision to strike
at Iraq, but he also said he
would welcome French support,
US sources said.

France contends that Sad
dam did not viplate the ne-fly
zone when he sent tanks, troops
and helicopters into northern

[ragq on Saturday and that
Irag's territorial integrity
should be observed. |

Israel's foreign ministry ex-
pressed its support for the US
action, noting that "Israel is the
only state in the region which is
directly threatened by Iraq."

Russia and the Arabs are key
dissenters. Lik® the French,
though, Moscow was told the at-
tack would proceed whatever
Russia's reservations. The
United States asked for under-
standing, and for diplomatic
pressure on Iraq to relent in its
drive in the Kurdish region.

In the Arab world, only
Kuwait, liberated from Sad-
dam's occupation by a US-led
coalition in 1991, expressed
public support for the US as
sault. Privately. however, Saudi
Arabia did not object, the US of-
ficial told the Associated Press,

The Saudis — who met over
the weekend with Gen. John
Shalikashvili, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff — also sup-

Clinton wanted allies' support, but prepared to go alone

ported the US proposal to ex-
pand the no-fly zone in south-
ern Iraq. However, for fear of
embarrassment, they asked the
United States not to fly its
planes from Saudi territory.

"They pointed out the obvi-
ous, what we already know,
which is that we had alterna-
tives, and they would prefer we
use Lhe altematives,” said Pen-
tagon spokesman Kenneth Ba-
con.

However, they made it clear
that the United States could fly
from Saudi territory in the fu-
ture to maintain the no-fly
ZONIE.

The Saudis cautious public
demeanor is w#ll known to LIS
administrations that look to

the oil rich kingdom as a mod-
eraling force in the Arab world

: at one hears in private is
often dramatically different
from what one hears in public,
sajd Burns, an Arabic speaker
with diplomatic experience in
the Middle East

Nur in Christian
stronghold to

promote accord

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,
Sept 4: Muslim leader Nur
Misuari went into a Christian
stranghold in the southern
Philippines today to promote a
peace accord in the lace of
Christian hostility, reports
AFP.

Misuari, who arrived from
{he Muslim-dominated city of
Cotabato., was met at
Zamboanga airport by almost
1.000 supperters. includin
uerillas of his moro nationa
ﬁi}eratinn front (MNLF).

Zaniboanga s mainly
Christian residents ignored his
arrival and there was no repeatl
of the angry protests after
Misuari signed a peace agree:
ment with the government in
Manila on Monday

Misuari was taken 1o a
Muslim district on the out-
skirts of the city where he was

‘ to stage a ceremonial signing ol
i the peace agreement.
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