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It Must be Faur

The nation goes today to mint polls. Whatever
may be the results trom today s polling they will
not have any direct impact on the present power
pattern of the government Nevertheiess, today's
conduct of the polls will have a tremendous bear-
ing on the government's moral authority to rule.
Anything resembling Magura must not be allowed
to repeat or the government will have a hugely
dented credibility protile

The Prime Minisiter has issued directives to lo-
cal administrations and law entorcing agencies to
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maintain strict newtrality 1in conducting the polls.
She enjoined on them on Tuesday at a Chittagong
meeting of officials to abide by the rules without
fear or favour

The Chiet Election Commissioner has also as-
sured the nation of the most careful prepar-ations

for the polls and expiessed his resolve to thwart at-
tempts to undermine it with all power. But at the
same time there has been a continued stream of
complaints from the opposttion about increasing
terrorisation in the constituencies. JP car.didate
Zafar Imam has withdrawn from the race from his
Laxmipur area compiaining about, just such a
menace. BNP vesterday accused that the ruling
party was using local administration to get its
candidates returned. |

Small detachments ol foreign election observers
as also teams of monitors formed by Dhaka -based
diplomats will be down there to see things for
themselves. Their view cf today s performance of
the parties will carry a lot of weight not only with
the international community but also with our
own people.
‘The political government and administration
caclre are not the only party to today's fare. And
aryy party to it can wreck it if they so choose. S0
mit ich depends on a peacetul, free and fair pnllin%at
the centres today that the thought of it cannot but
ma.ke one uneasy and ncrvous. The nation nas
beei1 paying a high price particularly for the last
two years and in fact for the last two decades only
to ersure regular elections and a free and fair vote.
The sitruggle has ended in a success that is yet so
very i1ragile. The nation must relentlessly plod on
to a s'tuation where caretaker governments would
not ar'vmore be necessary far ensuring fair polls.
Let us not have a contrary situation where even
holding: of by-elections cannot be left to the gov-
ernmer. L.
The 1most important concern for today is that
whatever the developments on scene, government
must no' be provoked and it must be a hundred per
cent fair and be seen to be so. Notwithstanding the
possible ugly incidents here and there, only this
will save ‘he nation's as-yet unbegun preparations
for meetin g the new century, the new millennium.

Over-reaction by the US

Tuesday's missile attack on Iraqg by the US naval
and air iforces has been quite an equanimity-
bregker. Tlie sensitivity Washington claims to
“Jwrvronrr=wetne Kurds in Iraq may be appreci-
ated but tha ' cannot be enough of a justification for
laying at will with the sovereignty of a country.
resident Sadclam Hussein, according to the US
administration, can be a monster but the Iraqgi na-
tion deserves equal respect for and inviolability of
its territorial 1ntegrity like any other nation in the
world. &
We refer here 10 America's turning a blind eye to
the repression and subjugation of Kurds in Iraqg's
neighbour, Turkey. The creation of a no-flying
zone and a Kuraish safe haven is intended to secure
a strong US military presence in the area. The US
concern for the Kurds' welfare would have been
above controversy had the US spotted the problem
long before the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The US
and its allies are just keen to protect their own
economic and stravegic interests in the Gulf region.
President Clintonn has ordered the attack — one
that has taken not only us in this part of the world
 but even his own people by surprise. He might have
considered it politicaliy expedient before the Eres-
idential election in the USA to opt tor the military
offensive. What has been forgotten is that the
move has trivialised the sovereignty of a country.
This, we reckon, could p:ove unhelpful to the cred-
ibility of the only superpower's global role and sta-
tus. The other thing overlnoked is the ripple effect
of this attack in the region in particular and in the
Muslim world in general. Tiie attack will give a big
handle to the Muslim fundamentalists every-
where. The Middle East peace process between Is-
rael and Palestine may have received a further set-
back . An anti-American and anti-West feeling will
help fuel the Muslim fundamentalism which has
already witnessed an alarming rise in many Mus-
lim countries. So we urge the U to earnestly try a
political solution to the Kurdish problem via the
UN Security Council. '

Women's Rig'hts?

 Papiya Sultana Ruby could just be the name of a
college-going girl next-door. But one with the same
name has made us face some of the harshest as-
pects of our social reality. This 23-year-old fair-of-
mien young woman waits to sell one of her kidneys
— just to give her three children a life without hunger.
One cannot sell one's kidney either over the
counter or as a vendor. What will she do in the
meantime for the upkeep of her family? She has
left her husband behind for the man is a terrorist
and lives a fugitive's insecure life. So? She has
started driving the rickshaw. Passengers shy of
“her, nobody likes to be seen taking a ride on a rick-
shaw pulled by a woman. Her intake, as a result,
comes to half of what a man driver getsi. Still her
Taka 40 a day is much better than the Tk 600 she
used to get from a Garments factory. She rents a
shack for Tk 400.
Her third child is only a month old. Should she

be driving a rickshaw now?

house-building activities — they are cutting and
carrying earth and crushing stones. Perhaps they
could as well come in a big way to rickshaw driv-
ing. While that hasn't yet come to be, Ruby is being
.eaten up by desperation. Something must be done
for her and for all like her that come to knowledge.
Women's rights organisations should take her un-
der their wings. She must indeed be rewarded with
a suitable income in recognition of the fact that in
her dire situation she has not abandoned her chil-

dren or her dignity.
L

Women are now an accepted force in road and

Another Sombre Test

T HE institution of Election
Comuriission Is a staluto-
ry body in all democratic
countries and is empowered Lo
wield immense administrative
and other election-related
authority In a d ted sector
during some specified periods.
i status and respect. it enjoys
the standing of a High Court
For political parties and their
candidates, its de facto
significance is even greater ,
Yet, this constitutional body
has often been su ed to vi
cissitudes of fale, specially in
OuUr cour It s, howewver, the
incumbents of this august iﬂody
on whom devolves the primary
responsibility of shaping its
destiny and building its Imzfc.
We have e experience of a
really effective and impartial
Chiel Election Commissioner
perhaps only once, during the
tenure of Justice Shaha din's
caretaker government! in 199].
A few years later, the same per-
son transformed himself, ac
cording to the then opposition,
into a timid and ineflective of-
ficial during by elections, spe-
cially in Magura The present
Chief Election Commissioner
has been fully aware of these
predicaments, and knows even
more pitfalls associated with
his high office, right from the
very outset of his assumption of
charge Despite his long and
creditable record as an astute
civil servant, he has not been
able to remain above criticisma
during the 12th June election

We are all aware of the possibility
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SEPTEMBER BY-ELECTIO

for the Elec_tion Commission

of the Nature of fine irregularities and rigging in polling stations which

would normally evade the sight of foreign and non-locgl election observers. But from sons
of the soil it is not possible to hide all facts

and, to put it mildly, committed
mistakes, according to the BNP.
After all. the Chief Election
Commissioner being a human
is not infallible must, like
other mortals, learn from trials
and tribulations. But it is not
enough that he learns; it must
be seen by the people that he has
learned.

The of this article is
not to make a detalled evalua-
tion of the record of the deeds of
the Election Commission dur-
ing the past election. On
the day of by-election to 15 va-
cant seats in the parliament,
the Election Commission |s
most litely and firmly re-
minded of its solemn responsi-
bility to ensure a free and fair
election [t must not only act
without fear and favour, but
must try to maintain harmony
between words and deeds.

It does not take a Seshan, the
Chief Election Commissioner
of India, to do marvels in set-
ting the electoral path in India
straight. Nor one has to maitch
the grandiose scale of a De-
Silva, the wveteran Election
Commissioner of Sri Lanka
who steered almost a dozen na-
lional elections over a decade,
amidst full endorsement and
public appreciation of both gov-
ernment and opposition par-

ties.

What is really warranted for
our Chief Election Commis-
sioner is to demonstrate bold.
ness fairness and righteous-
ness d his stewardship of
these by-elections We are all
aware of the possibility of the
nature of fine irregularities and
rigging in lling stations
which would normally evade
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officers. members of the Ciwvil
Service. who had associated
themselves with the cause of the

position before the 12th June
election and publicly declared
to have done so. were posted as
Deputy Commissioners and
ipsc facto returning Officers re-
sponsible for all types of elec-
tion activities and returms. The
BNFP protested vehemently and

Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

the sight of foreign and non lo
cal election observers. But from
sons of the soll it is not possible
to hide all facts. even {f some of
which are difficult to prove un-
der law It therefore enjoins
upon the Election Commission
to take appropriate preventive
measures, as far as ssible

and not to confine itself to mere
remedial ones.

To recapitulate. two of the
cases during the last election
continue to agitate minds of
BNF activists_ Firstly, the seven

demanded their transfer The
Election Commission as well as
the caretaker government paid
no heed to the forceful BNP de-
mand. and decided to keep the
officers in place, even though
there existed no dearth of
undisputed and able officers to
replace them at short notice

Ome cannot help wonder why
such marked and disputed offi-
cers be given gnportant election
duties, when satisfactory alter-

native device was available and

could easily be implanted.
These deliberations should not

thon, of theae persans s olgorrs

_ tion of these persons as

of the Republic and prejudice
against their future progress in
mﬂ. But this has no doubt
cau SETOUS m vings in
the BNF circle. whi:gécnuinﬂ}r
felt that their election perfor-
mance would have substan-
tially improved in some forty
constituencies supervised by
these officers. Despite declara-
tion of the BNP C re-

these officers, human
railties and susceptibilities
could have played its role, even
in, a subconscious manner, in
guiding their activities.

Sec . when a tion
from the BNP met the CEC a few
days before the last election and
demanded removal of some
administrative officers in cer-
tain polling station because of
their blatant and repressive
support for the party.
the CEC observed that similar
complaints had been filed also
by the Awamni League in some
other poll station. demand-
ing removal of the concerned
administrative officers. In or-
der 1o be fair on both sides, the
CEC agreed to transfer officers
from both places. The pledge
stifl remains a pledge and was

v lotally

These instances
are ci as a measure of cau-
tion for the Election Commis-
sS1011.

One tes the decision
of the Prime Minister not to
visit the vacant constituencies
before election. All of a sudden .
her decision to pay a visit
immediately on the eve of elec-
tion to Chittagong. where fierce
election contest is expected to be
raged. has caused much interest
or concern to many. The de-
clared purpose was to attend the
functions related to the an-
niversary celebrations of Lord
Krishna, the Hindu deity. She
also addressed important gov-
ernment officers duri her
v}.ﬂt- It is natural that the head
of a govermment would
o earry
normal circumstances. Yet, fol-

massive transfer of offi-

CeTs over the country within
a span of two months, address-
local officers on the eve
election and visiting minor-
ity inhabited areas there at the

same time appear to be too co-
incidental.

The two hundred s of
British rule on our was not
an unmixed blessing. Even

then. some good emanated.
Among them were the legacy of
an impartial judiciary and an
efficient administrative sys-
high and above reproach. This
is in the larger interest of
democracy and well-being of

the people. Lest we forget.

I K Gujyral’s Visit and its Significance

by Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

HE fourday wisit of

Indian external affairs

minister Inder Kumar
Ciujral to this country beginn-
ing Friday. Sepltember 6, is
more than significant in many
ways. In fact so much of
importance is attached to this
visit from Bangladesh's points
ol view that there is no element
of exaggeration that many eyes
are cast on the outcome of the
talks that the Indian external
affairs minister will have with
his Bangladesh counterpart Mr
Abdus Samad Azad. This will be
the first high-level meeting be-
tween the two countries on po-
litical plane since new govern-
ments took over in bothr Dhaka
and New Delhi following the
change in the political land-
scape in both the countries.

Indian foreign secretary
Salman Haider was here within
weeks of the formation of a new
government in Bangladesh as a
sequel to the June 12 national
elections but that visit of Mr
Haider, who flew in here as the
special envoy of prime minis
r} D Deve Gn{vdapﬂu more rﬁ
alistic in a positive ambiance
evidently meant to send out
friendly signals to the neigh-
bouring country rather than
having fauhslantiﬁl talE on an
array of issues, obviously high-
lighted by the water sharing
problem. . .

Mr Haider himself had also
insisted during the visit that he
was not on a negotiating mis-
sion” but was
of goodwill from his prime
minister and ernal affairs
minister to their opposite num-
bers here. But the visit of Mr Gu-
ral is different and ed to

ave talks with Bangladesh
side on many issues. A fairly
big delegation accompanies
him and the visit is seen as
quite important in India as well
and this is reflected from a
werful media team that will
here with the Indian external
affairs minister to cover the
visit.

My Gujral is no stranger here
— neither he is unfamiliar with
the gamut of the Indo-

Bangladesh relationship, its
beneficial aspects as well as the
complexities. A senior member
of the cabinet and a scholarly
sober reputa-
and

person enjoyi
tion in the Indian politi
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Indemnity Bill

Sir. Your heart-wrenchin
alil:rpl:al to Khaleda Zia to re
‘the Indemnity Bill overlooked
some facts. You are asking for
justice for just one crime. A
couple of unpunished murder-
ers shouldn't be that shocking a
truth to live with when we are
ginting pardons to convicted
drug smugglers and letting con-
victed criminals sit in the par-
liament. -

There are more current
events that contribute to our
national shame. Shelkh Hasi-
na's role in the 1986 elections
raised questions. And as for Zi-
aur . would you hon-
estly think of the public as be-
ing naive enough
Zia had no prior knowledge
about the events of August 15,
19757

I think more immediate
matters about the strength of
character, the integrity of our

litical leaders and the under-
ying l;}' ocrisy in their
promise of justice need to be ad-
dressed through the press. After
all, it took the nation 21 years
to mourn the death of ' L
bandhu". For 21 , the
djdn'}ﬁﬂ;,rn:tﬂh -mast on Au-
gust Wu didn't
occupy so much space in the
media. We are a na born out
of the of dead prime min-
isters and presidents.. We were

' led to believe for the past five

years that Zia was the greatest

{ politician. Now we are about to

Letters for publication in’ these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
Iwithdouﬂclpace. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |
- | Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

to believe that

intellectual circles. he was here
more than once. Interestingly
he was here also as Indian ex-
ternal affairs minister of the V
P Singh government. Scholarly
exercises like symposia also

brought him here. However,
this visit of Mr Gujral to
Bangladesh carries more signif
icance than before because of
manifold reasons and he is
certainly not unaware of this
aspect of the visit and so is the
Indian side.

The expectations and even-
tual outcome of such visits, seen
as crucial or important between
nations, come in for intr
tion in varying degrees — [rom
the angle of the countries con-
cerned and even from different
3&;&1‘[&: within a country. But

ere is no denying that equa-
tion and sonal ra be-
tween the top figures 6f two

like information and broad
casting. 7

"When leaders of delegations
in important talks enjoy confl
dence and clout of their heads of
government, this Is always a
plus point towards making ex
change of views successful as
far as ible because of their
individual positions. Here too,
both foreign ministers have
commonality in being senior
members of the cabinet and in
dealirg with foreign ministry
before and this should con
tribute to the Indo-Bangladesh
talks billed as a "litmus test’ in
some quarters lor two courntries
for the sake of good neigh
bourliness.

What 1s the main issue ol the

discussions that Mr Azad and
Mr Gujral are going to have?

two countries. But basically it is
a political decision and what
ever stems from political level
discussions will {ind the echo
although the technical side re-
mains important There is no
gainsaying that the water issue
remains in the coldstorage with
no substantial discussions to
wards sharing waters of the
Ganges — so badly needed for
Bangladesh — def any meet-
ing lor last several years.

There s no arrangements of
sharing the Ganges waters after
the memorandum of under
standing that was renewed as a
follow up to the original accord
linally expired in 1988. The pe-
riod of interregnum remains
filled with mistrust as far as the
water issue is concerned. Dur-
ing the last SAARC summit in

Mr Narasimha Rao and Be-
gum Khaleda Zia are not in gov
ernment but remain in the cen-
trestage of politics in their re-
spective countries and are
walching from wings how the
present government deal with
the issue. The interest of Mr Rao
may be relatively less since he
is not the leader of the o -
ton in parliament even t
his Congress party is the second
largest parliamentary group in
the Lok ! - In a strange tum
of events — not totally unex-
pected (n parliamentary
democracy, where one particu-
lar party fails to en unas-

sailable sway — Mr is nei-
ther the | ol the House nor
the leader of opposition but re-

mains the parliamentary as
well as party leader of the
Congress. Here, Begum Zia re-
mains the main opposition

It is the water issue that remains on high agenda for Bangladesh and all eyes are set on the kind of negotiations
that are going to take place on this seemingly intractable maitter. True, substantial talks on the water issue that

covers not only the

but as many as fi

fiy-three other common rivers can take

place and will take

place within the realm of talks by the water resources ministers of the two countries.

sides who conduct the

often cast a sobering effect in
the entire exercise no matter
howsoever complex or difficult
is the discussion and whatever
be the ultimate outcome. Here,
both Mr Gujral and his
Bangladesh counterpart Mr
Azad are known to each other
personally and it fits within the
normal parameter of court if
they have spoken to each other
over phone before the ‘visit
takes place. Rather paradoxi-
cally, both are also having their
second stint as foreign minister
in their respective country. Mr
Abdus Samad Azad virtually
built up the fo ministry in
the e of the liberation and
began functioning from "Banga
Bhavan". Later the ministry
shifted to the then commis-
sioner's office — today’s foreign
ministry. Mr Gujral, a former
Indian ambassador to a country
like the Soviet Union that oc-
cupied highest priority in South
Bloc's foreign policy matters in
those days, earned the creden-

tials of being a pragmatic and

Certainly. two countries have a
lot of bilateral matters like the
trade imbalance, ways to bol-
ster economic cooperation, de-
marcation of land bpundary,
law and order along the com-
mon borders, mutual allega-
tions of harbouring insurgency
mainly along the hills of two
countries etc. and such innocu-
ous matters in the multilateral
plane like further development
of the SAARC, common posi-
tions in international forums
to harmonise the interests of
regional countries will come up
for discussions. However, there
may be issues also in regional
and international area like
CTBT, where two sides may find
both convergence and diver-
gence of opinions.

But it is the water issue that
remains on high agenda for
B adesh and all eyes are set
on the kind of negotiations that
are go to take place on this
seemi intractable matter.
True, substantial talks on the
water issue that covers not only
the G but as many as fifty-

New Delhi last year, the then
prime ministers of the two
countries directed their foreign
secretaries Lo pick up the issue
and Indian foreign secretary Mr
Salman Haider and his
Bangladesh counterpart began
talks in the Indian capital it-
self. Then Mr Haider flew to
Dhaka to continue the talks
when such decisions like the
revival of the ministerial level
Joint Rivers Commission [JRC)
was taken. A ministerial level
meeting between two countries
was very much on the cards af-
ter that meeting but it never
took place much to the dismay
of B adesh. Even it was un-
officially told that water re-
sources ministers of two coun-
tries could not
ally convenient date for the
meeting since they were more
busy with domestic matters like
political crises and fighting
elections. Then the political
scenario changed in India and
then almost close on the heels,
in Bangladesh. Mr Haider ar-
rived here as special envoy of

agree on a mutu-

leader both inside and outside
the parliament and it is only
normal that every bit of the
water talks will be followed
with intense interest and the
previous government and other
Pohtlcal parties as well as dif-
erent quarters will give vent to
their feelings on the issue.

"The mee is timel
and we will d?;clguaa all Eénucs uyf
common concern and certainly
the most important Farakka
matter,” Mr us Samad Azad
told me briefly about the com-
ing talks. The watef issue fig-
ured ently in recent
elections and not surprisingly
also in the campaign for the
‘September 5 by-elections. The
issue was incorporated with
high priority in the election
manifesto of major political
parties and of course with the
present ruling Awami ue.
The stake on this issue is obvi-
Ous.

Having followed the water
talks between two countries as a
newsman and writer for many

Lhe process voluminous data
and information were ex-
changed. Belore liberation, the
talks remnained without results.
After the liberation, there were
both progress and setbacks in
talks. Two countries also got
bogged down on the mechanism
to augment the dry seasons
flows of the Ganges. Such
schemes like construction of

stor in Nepal and the “link
canal™ are too well-known and
need no repetition. FEor

Bangladesh. the issue is of
amount importance since a
arge chunk of the country
known ds Ganges Dependent
Area (GDA) & minimum wa-
ter for all round existence. The
situation becomes precarious in
the dry season. Appreciating
this situation the former Indian
rime minister Mr Narasimha
had said India cannot want
to see its neighbour starve of
water.

Ar , all issues like the
flow of the Ganges and the con-
sumption in the u reaches
within India like the states of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh as well
as the rement of the Cal-
cutta port will come for talks.

The uirement of
is al:zq more than cm

impression in certain gquarters
in this country that New Delhi
seeks to link the water issue

with transit facilities t
Bangladesh. The onus lies with
the coming meeting to dispel
misgivings as far as possible.
The on the water issue
can to confidence-

that may facilitate other form
of cooperation.

In view of the of the
Ganges water . is
also no need to link the issue

with the augmenting of flows of
the Ganges or discussions on
other common rivers. All issues
cannot come for a solution in
one-go but Ganges needs sub-
stantial ;

A meeting of the water re-
sources ministers under the
JRC should not wait longer and
the forei ministers' mee
can send out positive sign
toward that direction. Mr
Salman Haider's fleeting visit
to Dhaka was followed Mr

hear the same about Mujibur
Rahman. All | can say to our
leaders is, get a life. at Zia
and Mujib did and what others
did to them concerns us no
longer.

Abdullah Al-Aabed

Chameli-3, Eskaton Garden,

Dhaka .
I1

Sir, Please accept my heart-
felt gratitude for your article on
the above subject on the Na-
tional Muunung Day issue of
your esteemed daily making an

al to our law-makers spe-
y to Begum Khaleda Zia for
repeal of the Indemnity Act.

The Indemnity Ordinance
was issued by Late Khandker
Mustaque Ahmed and later in-
corporated in our constitution
by the Late President Ziaur
Rahman. As President Ziaur
Rahman was the husband of Be-
Euegilt::htﬂi;dﬂ Zia, nh:hmajr feel

pursuing her part

members in the Assembly to ac!_ﬂ'
cept your appeal — nay the a
peal of th:l_ﬁreat majority of the
pﬂﬂ}];le of this country.

owever, if she recalls the
iut:lsl:m t!timzrl.1 b_\ir theikh Hasina
n com o PAKS#
in chan nguthe-nrm ~
ernment from Presidential to
Parliamentary then we
hope she will get rid of hesi-
tation. The formation of BAK-
SAL and the change of the form

of government from FRarlia-
mentary to Presidential type
was done when her illustrious
father was at the helm of the
government. Sheikh Hasina
must have realised that people
of this country in their heart
prefer multi-party system and
parliamentary type of govern-
ment.

We realise that General Zia
had to incorporate the black
law in the h Amendment of
the constitution under com-
pelling circumstances which

© even induced General Osmarni to

become the Defense Advisor of
Late Khondokar Mustaque. We
therefore, ct a great leader
like Begum Khaleda Zia to get
rid of sentimental attachment
to her late husband in this
matter and help the nation in
unburdening its conscience by
repealing the black law.

A A G Kabir
37/ 1 Juarshahara, Dhaka-1229

"Is the 'Bay-Gen'
free-play radio the
world's first?"

Sir, With reference to the
recent British High Commis-
sion press release on the above
mentioned subject, 1 would like
to furnish the following infor-
mation. '

Operation of a Radio with-
out using battery or electricity
as a source of power sup‘!)l_v
(free-play) was demonstrated in
Dhaka on 23-07-1975 by its
innovators Engr. Nazmul Huda
and Muhammad Al. The news
came out in almost all the na-
tional dailies in the country.

In 1976, while in West
Germany, Engr. Huda, the in-
novator, contacted the Ray-
mond Lee Orgafhization, Inc. a

USA based organization cater-
ing for the marketability of new
ideas/innovations. They sent a
kit (copy enclosed) for furnish-
ing detailed information
which Engr Huda was not keen
to disclose at that stage.

In 1978, a working model of
the said Radio was presented by
Mohammad Ali, to the Na-
tional Science Museum at their
request. It was possible from
the presented model, though not
of t?lﬂ quality of the original
one, for an intelligent observer
to get fair idea of the innova-
tion.

In 1989, Engr. Huda sent a
brief resume of his scientific re-
search works and successful
innovations including the said
Radio to the Intermediate
'E‘E{chnulnﬂ Development Group

Since, any such free-play
Radio is known to us before Lhe
above mentioned date i. e, 23-7-
1975 should we not give the
crecdit of the innovation of a
free-play Radio to Engr. Nazmul
Huda and Muhammad Al
[late}?

Nazmul Huda
38, Siddheswari Road
Dhaka -1217.

Additional bumpers
of cars

Sir, A lot of letters have been
published in your esteemed
daily on the above subject but
mostly against the government
notification on immediate re-
moval of additional bumpers
from cars. Some have justified
against it as these save their
valuable cars from scratches of
rickshaw axles. But they have
not mentioned about their dan-
gerously portruding gadgets in-

juring pedestrians in crowded

places. In fact these bumpers

are ugly and dangerous and no

where else in the third world

courntries (I do not mention the

whole world) this kind of ugly
could be seen.

It has been presented in a
way as ¥ scratch free vehicles
are more important than hu-
man limbs. I order and disci-
pline could be brought back in
the vehicular traffic then mi-
nor accidents will hap not
occur. At signals cars and rick-
shaws will never stop in files.
The second car will always stop
behind the first one and the
third one behind the second
one. Rickshaws also follow this
rule. If the road users show
some patience, then orderly
traffic flow could easily be
maintained.

But good solutions never
come so easily and therefore
smooth traffic flow on Dhaka
streets is perhaps more impos-
sible than many other impossi-
bilities. We will have to learn to
live with this and cars with
rickshaw scratches. But the
traffic authorities should at
least make sure that all ugly
bumpers which portrude out of
the body line vehicles. are re
moved immediately. Front and
rear bumpers which are within
the body line should remain
undisturbed. Instruction for
removal should however be
clear so that no scope of misin-
terpretation remains.

Amjad Hossain
70, Elephant Road, Dhaka.

PSC's lengthy
procedure

Sir. PSC offers a few gov-
ernment jobs every year Bul

moderate foreign minister keen three other common rivers can  prime minister Deve Gowda years, I cannot bé oblivious to  Farooq Sobhan's trip to New
to work for a better climate in take place and will take place carrying message [or new the complexities of the issue. Delhi. Mr Gujral's visit here
the region while he had also  within the realm of talks by the Bangladesh prime minister - For the last forty-six the  should make good progress for a
been minister with portfolios Wwater resources ministers of the Sheikh Hasina. issue is being discussed and in  fruitful JRC meeting.
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PSC’s procedure is very
lengthy. First, they give an an-
nouncement through adver-
tisement in the daily newspa-
pers. After 7/8 months, they is-
sue interview cards. Then writ-
ten exam. viva, medical test etc.
would take another number of
months. This is a very funny

thing. They should expedite the
ure.

Mostofa Sohel
Banani. Dhaka

Will Letters Column
get its due attention?

Sir. 1 am grateful te those

rsons who had written in the
etters columns supporting my
views and to those who wrote to
me personally in appreciation.
| also thank those who noticed
my letters and took the trouble
to write in these columns
though not agreeing with me on
certain points.

But it seems that these let-
ters are not noticed by authori-
ties concerned. and if they at
all notice they are least both-
ered about it., Each day hun-
dreds of letters are published in
newspapers and magazines all
over the country voicing
grievances and trying to attract
attention to many important
matters. Many learned writers
impart valuable suggestions
which would have benefited us
greatly if the relevant authori-
ties had been conscious. But all
is in vain, it is like crying in the
wildermess.

| hope the government will
not remain indifferent to
ple s pleas and will take neces-
sary steps to redress them

Nur Jahan
| 390 East Nastrabad Chittagong



