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31 die in Chinese
bus plunge

HONG KONG. Sept 4: a bus

carrying migrant workers
':iunp:l more than 100 metres
300 feet) down a hillside in

south China. 31 -
lﬂ‘l and lq-u a Chinese
w tnda}r The 73
Chinese were travel-
ling from Canton in south

China to Zhongqging in central
Sichhuan province Saturday
the semi-official Hong Kong
China News Agency said, re-

poris AP,

LTTE agrees to
4-day ceasefire

COLOMBO. Sept 4: Rebel
Tamil Tigers have agreed to a
four-day ceasefire to allow for a
humanitarian polio immuniza-

tion . the spokes-
man for the guerrilla Lers
said. The L (Liberation Tig

deaﬂEdamjleader

&i

has to observe

four in Sept

October to facilitate the unm
unization campaign by UNICEF

to trildil:lll: ioc among
l’&lﬁ said in a
lllltm:nt hautd from their

office in Lomndon. reporis AP
12 Neo-Nazi youths
arrested

BONN, Sept 4. Twelve Neo-

azi youths aged 16 to 23 have
been arrested and char with
a series of viclent a on a

set upto
rlghtwing violence, were re-
leased on bail after being

charged with racial incitement.

against Taliban
KABUL. Sept 4. Some 200
Afghan women marched
the streets of Kabul to-
day to protest against the Tal-
lb:lln a:{cuin the Islamic
militia violati ts of
women. The mnr?h‘a?gh
the Afghan Women's Ilhm:c
Movement (AWIM). delivered a
protest note to the United Na-
tions local office. "Afghan
women have been faced with
violations of human
I‘Iﬁ:.' sald the note. from
A chalfrman Amena Safi

Afzali, reports AFP

litical parties, Awami
(AL) and Ban
ist Party (BNP),
in the t‘:;ly

Sangsad (JS) st:ata today.

understanding with
smaller political
contest the by-pol

to sources in the parties,

Awami

general elections.

6 and 7, Laxmipur 2 and Chit-

lagong
chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia, four— Rangpur 2, 5 and 6
and Kurigram

The country's two major po-
ague
adesh National-
face each other
clct:ljn s to 15 Jaliya

e two parties have mean-
while reached a tacit general
their

artners to
8, according

The seats were vacated by
e, BNP and Jatiya
Party legislators who were

elected fromm more than one
constituencies in the June 12

Of the 15 seats, four — Bogra
1 — were vacated by BNP

— by JP chair-

BHADRA 2],

By Staff Correspondent

iman HM Ershad, two — Khulna
1 and Bagerhat 1 — by Prime
Minister and AL chief Sheikh
Hasina, one — Sylhet 4 — by
BNP, one —
Chittagong 13 — by Oli Ahmed
of BNP. one — Sariatpur 1 — by
Abdur Razzak of Awami League
one — Sirajganj 1 — by Mo-
asim of Awami
League and one — Perojpur 2 —

Saifur Rahman o

hammad

Editorislonpage 4
by Anwar Hossain Monju of the

J ati_‘,ra Party.

A total of 26,23.711 voters
are scheduled to exercise their
franchise in 1,256 polling cen-

tres in the 15 constituencies.
Some 73 candidates — 50 from

different political parties and

23 as independents — are con-
testing the by-polls,

Awami Lcague and BNP have

sel their candidates in all the 15
colstituencies, while the JP has
set candidates in 10 con-
stituencies and the Jamaat-e-
Islami in only one con-
stituency.

The ruling Awami League,

Jatiya PaIE‘Lt[y ancl Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) led by Ship-
ur Rob

ﬁlng Minister ASM A
ave meanwhile reached a tacit
electoral understanding against
the BNP candidates, anurccs in
the parties said separate

An office bearer of l.': JP
told The Daily Star Tuesday
night that the issue of facing the
September 5 by-elections came
up for discussion when Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. JP
chairiman HM Ershad and JSD
chicl ASM Abdur Rob met

briclly on August 19 last. The
See Page 12 Col 1
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y-elections to 15
JS seats today

Arsenic poisoning

11 die, 100 fall
sick drinking
tubewell water
in Pabna

PABNA, Sept 4: At least 11
people have died in a village of
the district after drinking
tubewell water bearing arsenic
gas, health officials here said
toda 1{ reports UNB.

ey said another 100 peo-
ple had fallen sick due to the
poisonous effect of the gas in
different areas of the district.

The dead were identified as
Taslima, 22, Moksed Ali, 45,
Majibar Rahman, 55. Bazlur
Rahman, 35, Baby, 25, Jaha-
nara Khatun, 15, Kanak, 12,
Siddigur Rahman, 40, Almas
All, 22, Mohir, 10 and Nishat,
16, of Chan'up r village.

A six- m:m&lr team led by
civil surgeon Dr AKM Fazlul

c& confirmed that they had
died due to the poisonous effect
of arsenic in tubewell walter,

"They fell sick by drinking

See Page 12 Col 7

Iraq on Tuesday.

ﬂ-m*a,* :--.t

Wuman and their children passing by a huuse deutruyed by US missile attacks in southern

—AFP photo

BAGHDAD, Sept 4: Air raid
sirens blared before dawn to-
day as the United States
launched cruise missiles at
Iraqi air defense sites for the
second time in two days, re-

In.#n ashington, US officials
said 17 missiles were fired
from three ships and one sub-
magine in the Gulf, targeting
Iraqi air defense systems in
southern Iraq. The targets
weren't destroyed in the
strike, they sai

Thou h the tnr[et: were
well south of the Iraqi capital,
air raid sirens went uﬂ' usl:m::crll'.qu.r
before sunrise at 5:30 am

Editorial on page 4
(0130 GMT).

The purpose of the attacks
is to 'suppress Iraq's air de-
fence ty in the south as
the United States and its West-
ern allies widen a no-fly zone
in southern Iraq today to the
33rd closer to Bagh-

US missiles strlke Iraq again

See Page 12 cot 6
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"India is determined to solve
the water issue with Bangla-
desh, and I am coming to your
country with a open mind and
an open heart on this issue,
However it must be kept in
mind that India has its own
limitations”,

This was stated by the Indian
Foreign Minister in an ex-
clusive interview with The
Daily Star on 30th st at the
former's office in the Indian
parliament. "We cannot live up
to every expectation of
Bangladesh. However within
our limits, I intend to go all the
way to solve the problems. | am
coming to Bangladesh to open a
new chapter in Bangladesh-In-
dia relations. It is also the wish
of the Indian Prime Minister,"
the Indian foreign minister
said. "It is my dream to see, dur-

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
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I K Gujral speaks to Daily Star

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ?

ing my tenure in the foreign of-
fice, that Bangladesh and India
join hands in a whole range of
cooperative relationship lead-
ing to prosperity for both."
Bangladesh and India must

look at a wide range of possibil-
ities and not make their's a "one
issue" relationship, he said. The
attitude of "All or Nothing" in

any one area has produced no |,

results in the past several years
leading to missed opportunities
in many other areas.
Bangladesh, India, Nepal
and Bhutan can form a ::'l mic
area of growth he said. '
of this region is unnatur
because we have everything
-ennrmnus natural resources,
huge reservoir of skilled and
unskilled manpower, and also a
huge market” . the Indian FM

See Page 12 Col 8

9 killed, 30 injured

in Rangpur road
accident

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Sept 4: At least
nine persons were killed, five of
them on the spot and thirty
others injured in a road acci-
dent here early today.

The accident occurred at
around 4:30 am when a Chil-
mari-bound night coach from
Dhaka made a head-on colli-
sion with a truck on the Rang-
pur-Kurigram road at Dhar-

Farooq taken
on another

7-day remand

By Staff Correspondent

Col (retd; Faroogur Rahman
was placed on police remand
ano seven days by the

itan Magis-

trate's [CMM) court yesterday.
CID police produced Farooq
See Pape 12 Col B

meswar, 12 kilomeires from
Rangpur town.

Four of the victims died at
the Rangpur Medical College
Hospital {(RMCH). Of the in-
jured. ten persons were admit-
led to the RMCH while others
released after first aid.

Eye wilnesses and Kaunia
thana police said, the coach RS
Paribahan with at least fifty
passengers on board was mov-
ing in high speed. Suddenly a
truck coming from the opposite
direction collided head-on with
the night coach. The coach that
was completely damaged skid-
ded off the road. The truck was
partially damaged.

Police could not identify the
deceased. Hospital sources,
however. identified two of the
deceased as Saju, 32, driver of

the fM-fated night coath and’

Abdul Haye, 34, a passenger.
The bodies have been sent to

the RMCH morgue for autnpsv

'l want to open a new chapter
in Indo-Bangladesh relations'

By Mahfuz Anam, back from New Delhi

Law & order in Barisal Divn reviewed

River police, coast guard

will be strengthened: PM

BHOLA, Sept 4: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Ha:ma today said
that the river police and the
coast guard would be strength-
ened to protect the fishermen
and others from the clutch of
the pirates. reports BSS

ressing a review meeting
on law and order and develop
menl initiatives in Barisal D
vision at the Bheola Circuil
House, the Prime Minister said
that her overnmenl was
pledge- buunﬁ to ensure salety
and I-ﬂurlt}y of the life and
Frupﬂ'ty of the people as well as
ree society from the curse of
terronsm

The Prime Minister said
while her party was in the Op

itioni. it move the River Po
ice Bill in the House on a Pri
vate Members Day and it was
passed through vole on January
9. 1993 Bui subsequently the
BNFP government did not take
appropriale measures (o mate
jalise the bill Meanwhile an
other bill for formation of coasi
guard was also passed but it was
still to be materialised prop-
erly

Commerce and Industry
Minister Tolael Ahmed Agn
culture, Food. Relief and Disas-
ter Management Minister Mo
tia Chowdhury, Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam Bir Uttam Major
(retd)] Hafizuddin Ahmed. MP
also spoke on the occasion
Nargis Ara Hag MF. Mrs Mah
muda Sagir MFP, Secretary to

| Pnme Minister Dr Mohiuddin

Khan Alamgir Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Azizul Haq and

senjor oflicials were present

Among others, ivisional
Commissioner of Barisal, DIG
of Barisal Range and Deputy
Commussioners and Police Su
pers of Barisal, Bhola, Patu
akhall, Barguna, Perojpur and
Jhalakathi apprised the Prime
Minister of various aspects of
law and order as well as devel
opment works in their respec
Live districts

The prime minister once
again directed the authortties to
recover lliegal arms and nah

Bhola to have
210mw power
plant using
local gas

SHAHBAJPUR. Bhola, Sept
4 Frime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today said her govern
ment is planning to set up a
210 megawall power plant us-
ing the huge pgas reserve ol
Shahbajpur gas field, reporis
LINB

‘Utihsing this gas produced
power mills and lactories will
e set up in this region to boost
economic activities, she said
while visiting the gas field this
morning

According to a preliminary
estimate the gas reserve in this
held 1s 0 5135 trillon cubic feer
(TCF] and reserve of explorable
gas 1s 0.3340 TCF

See Page |2 Col 7

| tivities at the DU from
25. Following the JCD enforced

N a

D.ikya (GCO) with actin
Chancellor Prof Shahi

JCD, BCL agree to
restore peace at DU

By DU Correspondent

Leaders of different studernt
bodies including the Jativ-
atabadi Chhatra Dal [JCD) and
the Chhatra League (BCL) in a
joint meeting last night reached
a consensus that normal aca-
demic activities at the Dhaka
Urniversity would be resumed
lomorTow, meeting source said

JCD leaders agreed that they
would withdraw its indefinite
strike that forced suspension of
classes and other academic ac-
st

strike. the university authori-
ties had tponed examina-
tions till ber 12.

The consensus was rtachcd
of JCD,
| and Ganatantrik Chhatra
Vice
ddin

Ahmed The four-hour 'peace
meeting which n at about
Hpm was attended by central

ieaders of the student organisa
tions and the acting proctor of
the universily. Dr Nurunnabi
Khan meeting sources said
Leaders of the GCO had taken

an mitiative for a joint m:rnn.(g .

at the requested of the acting V

lo resolve the ongoing crisis
that began following a series of
clashes between the JCD and

BCL in the middle of last
month
The joint meeting also

agreed that the resident stu-

dents who were mglg oulside
their halls would r

lated in their halls
To rehabilitate the "genuine”
resident students in their dor

See Page |2 Col 4

ehabitli- |

lerrorists Irrespective of their
identity. “Take drastic action
against such anti-social ele-
ments whoever he might be or
whatever powerful or influen.
tial he is”, the prime minister
told the officials

Sheikh Hasina made it clear
that her government was sin-
cere in recovering arms and
nabbing criminals and no in
terference would be made from
the side ol the government in
this regard. 'If any of my par
Ivinen requests any ol you In
the administration to release
any arrested criminals do not

hesitate to tell me directly. she
sl but added 'be cautious so
that nobody i1 the naime ol

arms recovery. is harassed un
necessarily

Criticising the role of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina said
that the situation in various
educational lnstitutions in
cluding that ol Dhaka Univer
sily was betng vitlaled in a very
planned way "We have seen
many bloodbath in Dhaka Umi

versity Bul neither the Vice
( hancellor resigned nor the
vlasses were suspended, she

sald adding that today such
things were being happened for
oblaining political gain. She
however expressed the hope
thdal good sense would prevail
arnd the Opposition would place
nativnal interest over part)
Ladllls

F'urning to local problems
thie Prime Minister said neces-
sdry steps would be Luken to

See Page 12 Col 3

AL worker
stabbed to
death in

Luxmipur-2

From Mizan Alj

LAXMIPUR. Sept 4: Tension
mounted in Laxmipur-2 con-
stituency and its adjacent areas
following the death ofr Abdus
Sattar. an Awami League
worker who was stabled during
a clash Tuesday, at the Sadar
Hospital

During the day today. AL
brought out a mouming proces-
sion blaming the I_!HIE or the
hIIIInF
h Refuting the allegations.
Shamsul Alam, President of
BNP district commitiee. alleged
thal the AL workers had beaten

See Page 12 col 6

AL MP assaulted:
17 arrested at
Chandanaish

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG . Sen 4 Awa
mi League MP [rom g{.uu.,amatl
hill district Diponkar Talukder

wiis assaulted allegedly by some
BNP activists this afternoon at
(rasbaria area under Chan
danaish thana

Police arrested 17 people
from the spot for attacking the
Al MP who is also the member
ol the election committee of his

arty al Chandanaish
Chittagong 13). Police rescued

. the AL MP and escorted him to

| Lhe

house of AL candidate

Nazrul Islarn Chowdhury.
Later in the evening.

Diponkar Talukder A(tumpd

nied by Chittagong Cit

ration mayor Mo lud

See Pape |2 Col |

warned

v saicl adding

AL desperate to win
bypolls: Khaleda

BNP chairperson and Leader
ol the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia expressed her
doubts about the fairness of
byelections today saying the
administration has been asked
to do everything for the ruling
party s victory, reports UNB.
Addressing the bank em-
ployees at her official residence
in the city yesterday. she
the government of
Iaunchmg street movement if
repressions against the people,
| particularly her partymen, are
not stopped
Don't push us (o the streets.
Stop repression and harass-
ment on the ;:(}plr Begum Zia
that the BNP would

decide its next course of action
after judging neutrality and
fairness of the byelection.

She termed the byelection a
lest for the government and
said., "We will see how they pass
this test.”

The Leader of the Opposition
said that the ruling party has
become desperate to win the by
election. It has been harassing
the BNP workers by filing [alse
cases against them at places
where BNP's position is strong.”

She alleged that BNP work-
ers are not even allowed to stay
in their houses due to police ha-
rassment so that thev cannot
play their role as election

See FPage 12 (ol 4
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Indian FM
arrives
tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

Indian External Affairs
Minister I K Gujral's four-day
official visit to Dhaka is ex-
pected to "break new grounds”
in bilateral relations between
Bangladesh and India.

Gujral arrives in the capital
on a special flight tomorrow
evening.

Descn‘bing the visit as "very
significant”. a high official of
the foreign ministry said. “it is

art of the process that have

en initiated by the two new
ﬁnver:um&nls to promote
riendly cooperation and un-

at the political
age 12 Col 3

Yasmin murder
case comes up

In court today

From Reaz Ahmad

BOGRA., Sépt 4: The Yasiin
fiiurder case ctomes up in the
District and Session Judges
Court. Dinajpur tomorrow.

The court will decide if the
Yasmin murder case will be
shifted to any other district
judge court.

[Investigating Officer (10) of
the case Mahiuzur Rahman told
The Daily Star today that if the
case is not transferred, then a
date is likely to be fixed for
hearing.

Yasmin. 14, a maid, was al-

~e Page 12 Col B

‘Rapid Action

Force’ soon

Star Report

The povernment is planning
to set up a special police force to
combat terrorism in the coun-
Iry.

According to official

. sources, the special force, likely

to start its operation from this

month, is to be known as "Rapid

Action Force'. and equipped

with sophisticated weapons and
See Page 12 Col 7

'Flood situation worsens

further in N-dists

By Staff Correspondent

The overall flood situation
ir Rajshahi. Chapainawabganj,
Pabna and Kushtia has further
worsened with more areas going
unwler water

Our R_ﬂ;hahl correspondent

ports flood situation in
REI_]EhEhI and Chapainawab-
ganj districts has now become
alarming Village after village
is being inundated as the water-
levels of the Padma, the Mo-
hananda. the Punarvaba. Lhe
52?3 and the Baranai contin-

o Nse

Two-thirds of the Cha-
painawabganj town are under
water. The Judge Court and the
Sadar Hospital area were
flooded this afternoon.

Four unions of Gomostapur
and Nachol thanas were inun-
dated yesterday The army has
been deployed to rescue the ma

rooned people The district ad-
ministration has o ed eleven
centres where some 3882 people
thave taken shelter.

Two town protection em-
bankments were washed away
by the strong current of the
flood water

All educational institutions
in Chapaina Ij Sadar and
Shibgan) thanas have been
closed for an indefinite

In Rajshahi, vast areas of 17
unions of four thanas were in-
undated

Some forty families took
shelter in a centre opened today
in Godagari thana. About one
thou people took sheiter in
Khademul Islam School, Badur-
tola Madrasha, Riverview
School and in some other areas
in the city corporation area.

See Page 12 Col 4

How an automobile contract

makes way for realizing your
long...long dream for a

_NEWCAR...

T 1'“ _ , R

"

5
¥

Rnccntly a4 cuntm:t was cnncludcd hem een Knrea S fan'mwmvr autﬂnmbllc
manufacturing industry Kia Metors and Meghna Automobiles (a sub-

sidiary of Meghna Group) of Bangladesh. The contract was signed by
MR.YOU, JAI BHUM Manager Overseas Sales Dept. of Kia Motors and
MR.MD .MIZANUR RAHMAN. Managing Director of Meghna Group.

It will be a historic moment for those cherishing a long
dream of owmng a Brand-New Car at an incredibly low

price base ..

Subsihary of Meghna Group)

Sole Distributor of kia Motors in Bangladesh

Automobiles




