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Undue Pressure

The Energy Ministry and the Astan Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) are locked in an unnecessary
battle, so we think, over preconditions set by the
latter to financing the highly prized 9th Power
Project. This potential harbinger of a difference in
the power sector envisages modernising the distri-
bution network at the crucial Meghnaghat and
Siddhirganj points and having a national load
despatch centre in Siddhirganj.

The battlelines seem to have been drawn one-
sidedly by the ADB with the new government being
forced on the defensive before it could use its influ-
ence with the power sector workers and their CBAs
to curb the systems loss in the very least.

The ADB has flung three demands at the energy
minfltry : raise the power tariff by 25 per cent. de-
crease the systems loss of the Power Development
Board from the existing 33 per cent to 20 per cent
and privatise the power distribution system.

The sticking point of the ADB pressure appears
to be this now: if the government does not agree to
the proposed 25 per cent increase in the power tar-
iff by December, it will have to make do without
any ADB contribution to the project.

The,demand that such a big increase in the
power rate be effected in less than four months’
time sounds so unrealistic that one wonders
whether it is really meant to be met by us. The con-
sumers hardly deserve this cruel joke when their
purchasing power has been ebbing for a long time.
An elected government cannot honour the ADB re-
quest without paying a heavy political price. In the
first place it has a social commitment and respon-
sibility to the electorate to ensure its welfare. Fur-
thermore, how can it allow its intrinsic strength
for governance to be weakened just like that?

Our considered position on the subject is that the
government must have a regulatory role over the
utility rates. Secondly, let the systems loss be re-
duced through an effective dialogue between the
new government and the CBAs to benefit the PDB,
DESA and the consumers alike. Thirdly, since our
power rates are in no way lower in comparison to
the neighbouring countries, why then insist on in-
creasing it? :

So Unbecoming

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) gave a
demonstration of its militancy on Monday in the
city's streets. Its activists were protesting the arrest
of JCD's acting president Nasiruddin Pintu made
on: Sunday, the founding day of its parent organi-
sation the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 18 years
ago. Clearly, the observance of the BNP's founding
anniversary has been far from ideal. The violence
resorted to by the JCD activists did in no way com-
plement the celebrative mood of a party observing

its birth anniversary. What message are we to
draw from this?

The student front of the BNP has behaved very
irresponsibly, so unbecoming of a student organi-
sation belonging to a major political party in the
country. It can also be blamed for having misdi-
rected an avoidable anger towards the innocent
public. The JCD may have had grievances against
the government but why attack and damage private
cars? In the ensuing chaos and confusion it is the
public who suffered immeasurably. If a student
leader is arrested, you may have a right to protest
but you can only do so in a peaceful and dis¢iplined
manner. And, should there be cases against the ar-
rested person, his followers ought to be exercising a
greater caution in their reaction.

We roundly condemn the unleashing of frenzy by
any organisation. The JCD, as a front-line student

wing of an important political party. should give a
better account of itself in the future. If there are
specific charges against someone, the court is the

can be dealt with as part of a political endeavour
within a larger framework with the sole object of
containing eruptive violence across the board. A
large and well-knit party- like the BNP surely "has
the ability to make its words heard by its student
activists. Let the political scores be settled politi-
cally — and not in the street. We ask everyone to
put an end to the smashing of private cars and the
destruction of public property without batting an
eye-lid.

- The Stigma Must Go

State Minister for Law Abdul Matin Khasru dis-
closed in parliament on Monday that the govern-
ment has initiated a process of examining the Spe-
cial Powers Act with the objective of repealing it.
The law enacted by Awami League government in
1974 is still there despite, amusingly enough, all
the main political parties having been at one time
or another highly critical of it. So far the trend has
been that before coming to power every party
viewed this law as an aberration but once in power
they found it expedient to continue with. -

Let the Awami League prove its difference b
matching its promise with action. It must find two
valid reasons to do the job: a) it has the historic
opportunity of pronouncing death sentence to a
demon it had created 22 years ago; and (b) the
Awami League itself has faced the brunt of the

abuse of the law to realise that jt must be struck out
of the book. -

However, apart from any party consideration

| what becomes an overriding compulsion to get rid
of this stigma of a law is that it is" anti-human

towards the separation of judiciary from the execu-
tive, it is all the more necessary that we carry out
| the surgery of our black laws. ;

-

right place to contest them. Even then such issues -

* the country

rights and anti-democracy. When ‘we are moving

-

N the early hours of 6 Sept-
ember |965, Indian land
forces crossed the interna-
tional border near Lahore,
SUT Pr the Pakistan Armed
Forces, Il it had not been for
some lorceful B Comma-
nders of 10 Infantry Division
(defending the main a hes
to Lahore] who had persuaded
their divisional Commander
the night before the allow their
units to occupy Forward
Delended Localities (FDL) by
first light on that fateful day,
Gen J N Chaudhri, the Indian
COAS. would well have bedn the
host to his officers to his
boastful invitation to "a chota
in the Lahore ana”
y the evening of that day. It
was a day of surprises. the
Indians surprised us, we
surprised them by being
surprised Three decades later,
given the events of the four
months starting in May 1965,
starting with the Rann of Katch,
Operation Gibraltar (infilt
ration into Kashmir). ration
Grand Slam [cuttlnﬁ of hmir
from the rest of Indial and the
fact that PAF had shot down
some Indian aircraft over
Chamb/Akhnur in the first
week of September, why our de-
fence hierarchy was surprised
continues to remain a rgyntery
Owir military leadership
through the whole rank spec-
trum in 1965 and in 1971 were
trained to fight the battles of
World War 1 and the early bat-
tles of World War 2 Luckily for
us, despite s« ex ence at
the hands of the Chinese in
1962 Lhe Indian leadership at
the junior combat level was
alrocious. The higher ratio ol
casualties, officer to soldier,
altests to the fact that our ju-
nior leaders (today's Divisional
and Corps Commanders) were
-::mtntamling Having learnt no
lessons in 1965, but basking in
selicreated glory at the hierar-
chical level despile their strate-
gic and tactical blunders cov-
ered over by the shedding of
blood of our youth in the battle-
lield. we fought ourselves into
abject defeat in 1971 In terms
of strategy there can be nothing
more amusing in history than
the belief of our then strategists

FTER the conclusion of
his three-day official
goodwill visit to Bangla-
desh [August16-18), Pakistan's

foreign secretary Mr. Najim-
uddin Sheikh held a press
conference on 18 st at the

slate guest house M where
his counterpart Bangladesh
foreign secretary aroo
Sobhan was also present
replied to a volley of questions
from the reporters. Mr.
Najimuddin without any hide
and seek freely opened his
mouth about the gist of the out-
come of his talks with
Bangladesh foreign secretary
including foreign minister Ab-
dus Samad Azad, state minister
of the same ministry Mr. Abul
Ahsan Chowdhury and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina details
of which were published in the
dailies and aired by Radio and
TV. The visit was, in fact, a
kind of response to the visit of
Mr. Farooq Sobhan to Pakistan
from August 9-11 and it took
place in the backdrop of the
visit by the foreign secretary of
India Mr. Salman Haider to
Bangladesh from July 5-7.

ough the Pakistan for-
eign secretary showed a positive
gesture and goodwill abeut his
visit while talking to the wait-
ing journalists at the Zia In-
ternational Airport soon after
his arrival and the same, was
corn by the foreign minis-
ter of Bangladesh Mr. Abdus
Samad Azad who at his press
conference on August 17 at the
state guest house Maghna
termed the ongoing talks at the
foreign secre evel as "good
and useful," the overall out-
come, in fact, could not yield
and ensure an pasitive to
bring about immediate solu-
tions to the long-standing is-
sues like repatriation :lg the
stranded
Bangladesh, recent
Bangladesh origin Pakistan na-
tionals and sharing of assets
and liabilities of pre-indepen-
dence period settlement of

ush-in of

akistanis in

Defence of Pakista

Where we are now really hurting is in the air. !nhqpbqn#hmdhardﬁnﬁ:piddmiﬁmaafﬁ:&,
we put all our options for air defence into the F-16 basket and as a result we have been left up the creek without

a paddle in trying to obtain an

that the defence of East Pak-
istan lay in West Pakistan. In-
stead of clearly stating that
available ferces were reall

meant for the defence of crucia
areas in the West and could not
be risked in the East. we were

led down a garden path to this
”ri;;:r: Believe it Not” Hrnlegl'y].
Hopefully, future ntralzg wi
not adopt Rip Van inkie
techniques of the _

During the 70s, Pakistan's

defence services went into high
gear as a concerted effort was
made to im the ty of
military cdu?:ra'i:n of HWW
officers through the broad
m of all disciplines. The

ulf War has shown that war-
fare has reached such high-tech
levels that we will keep playi
catch-up because of our Hmit
resources. india has developed
software into a US 5 billon
business already. in this field
we have definitely fallen be-
hind Because of the need to
keep large standing defence
forces we are hard put in the
matter of resources to com-
pletely overcome the technolog-
ical edge that In vital for de-
fence needs Any long-term
strategy for our defence needs
must take in relevant existin
[actors: (1) the geographica
layout and terrain (2) the ene-
my's intentions and capabili-
ties, (3] our own exdi erce
preparedness and available re
sources and (4] likely help
available from our allies and
other Iriendly countries, Expe-
rience has shown that instead
of going in for some comph-
cated strategy we must stay with
the KISS formula | e "Keep It
Simple Stupi!” With regards to
the last factor, the last three
years have been spent in allen-
ating our traditional allies in
such fashion that their help be-
comes a matter of some doubt,
available only as a dubious op-
tion.

For defence purposes Pak-
istan can be divided into flive
areas, geographically from

alternative aerial

S Eing pecijorm.

North te South. viz (1) Azad
Kashmir and Northern Areas
(2) Punjab plains. (3) Northern
desert. (4) thern desert and
(5) the coast. The crucial aerial
dimension must be treated as a
separate front Any war will
thus take place over six fronts.
for this we have to create six
commands, each looking after a

ate front. In accomplish-
ing the mission, two more
Commands. viz (1] a Strategic
Mﬂcad in depth over
Quetta Peshawar, consist
ing of at least three armoured
and three motorised divisions
in a sort of a "Rapid Deploy-
ment Force” and [Zra stics

Command based a Quetta re-
supply

sponsible for overall

forces either in the open desert
or the piains Concentrated
force can be exerted in a combi-
nation eg. (1} invasion of Stndh
and a (2) blockade of Karachi
and Pakistan s coastline.

it & time to revolutionise
some basic eoncepts.
the mountainous Azad sh-
mir northern areas and the de-
fences of Lahore the BRB

camel infantry must be fully

mobile. Trenches in the Desert
and the Punjab plains have no
longevity in the face of deter-

mined enemy onslaught. rather

they are graves waiting to bury
the occu :
a8 ha&pmcd to the Iragis in the
Gulf War, Luckily for us. our
liberal car import policy has

over mainly land routes during
times of war
The geographical layout of
the country. a study of India s
war capabilities and previous
experience point to the follow
i ble Indian moves, viz
[rlif lockading of Karachi and
Pakistan's coastline. (2] inva
sion of Sindh, (3) attempt to
sever Pakistan in the narrowest
section from Rahimyar Khan to
Daharki, (4] the usual attempt
to capture Lahore and/or
Sialkot, [5) inroads in Azad
Kashmir sectors from Siachen
down to Bhimber and (6) carry
out heliborme attacks to capture
nodal points to await link up
-with a ground attack or In con
{;jncunn and airstrike against
akistan's nuclear [acilities.
Though it is possible, [t s quite
unlikely that India can bring
maximum forces o bear on any
one sector because of jogistical
limitations In concentrating

" notwit hnlﬂndlng

ensured many thousands of

Toyota Hi Lux-es Land Cruisers
and Pajeros in the country
enough to equip our Armed
Forces many tens of titnes over
Since it takes about a 100 of
these vehicles to equip an in-
fantry battalion. 900 1000
would be enough to make an
infantry division metorized
The shortage of Armoured Per
sonnel ‘arriers  (APCs)
soft vehicles
can function as "batile taxis " A
peace-lUime logistics most en
sure their presence at the right
place at the right time. making
It a treasonable offense not to
make i1l avallable during
wartime

A major mistake has been
madie hr itting in.more than
/S8 1 hillion N three French
submarines. for this we could
have bought more than 200
missile torpedo boats, even 50
acting in conjunction with

by Sinha M A Sayeed

for

pying personnel alive

land-based aircraft having air
-to-ship Exocel and H
missiles, would give night-
mares (o any s st
supposed to interdict Indian
Wfpmg plying to their ports
thus close their logistics
route via the sea. To start with,
such an operation would need
more than a dozen submarines.
supported by high-tech elec-
tronic counter measures (ECMs)
and capable of remaining |
periods underwater., Even Lfmnﬁ
do succeed in stopping the In-
dian traffic. so what? has
enough supply reserves to out-
last as many times over in a
war of attrition, this billion
dollar investmment has neither
tactical nor strat relevance
in the immediate battle. it has
gn]}rkﬁ‘cammilﬂun“ value,
ran it is money gone down
the tube The Coastal (or Mar-
itime) Command should incor-
rate naval. air and land
es meant to defend the coast
with a mission to k our
coastline open upto the Gulif for
s by coastal vessels
ere we are now really
hurting is in the air. In
with some o rather stu
decisions of the 80s. we put all
our options for air defence into
the F- 16 basket and as a result
we have been left up the creek
without a paddie in to ob-
tain an alternative Eﬂé
ing platform We cannot
the Mirage-5 20008 at the price
on offer. it would econo
bankrupt us. We have to look at
other options. the best seems to
be the SU-27 if we can get a se-
oure supply line perhaps the
ones Chinese will make under
licence from Russia. However,
the decision to get the Mirage-
iTls upgraded by Sogem was an
excellent one by the PAF. Khat-
lak needs to e comimended {or
standing upto the dublous
charms of the lady of Prench
extraction sponsored by influ-
ential friends. Having given
way over the Pay TV jasue to the

It is for the betterment of the peoples of these two Muslim countries, for the enhancement of the concept of
“S_lARC spird," for the overall changing scenario at national, bi-lateral and regional and international
politics and relations that a com prehensive, integrated and pragmatic " confidence- building frame" should
be form ulated, developed followed, and continued.

which is verymuch unilateral
in nature and it lies in Pak-

istan.
. Al the said conference.
on the question of repatriation

of stranded Pakistanis known
as Biharis, the Pakistan
secrtt.aajﬁ catﬁgnrltaﬂalmd em-
yhatic asserted that Pak-
istan had honoured the Dd%nal
agreement in full by ta n.g
three categories of ple bac
to Pakistan adding t the pre-
sent problem is very humani-
tarian in nature and both
Bangladesh and Pakistan gov-
emments need to work t er
and te the process while
Mr. Farooq Sobhan said. "It
does not help relationship if
one looks into the past.”

In reply to a question on the
recent push-in of Bangladesh
origin Pakistan nationals Mr.
Najimuddin made it clear and.
specific that Pakistan had dif-
fering views on the subject say-
mtg l':riha?élal:ll fli]ct, on push-in
into esh had yet taken
f.\.lacc. He further put forward a
o

gic that the ple who came
to Bangladesh did so just to

-meet their relatives, friends

and others. He said again that
at present there were more than
a million " illegal’ Bangladeshi
immigrants in Pakistan, Mr.
Farooq Sobhan. however, out-
rightly denied the allegation
saying that there were no
Bangia;_:lﬂl?is in Pakistan and
even if they were le of
Bangladesh ori t c}rpwcre
nationals of P tan.

Regarding the sh of the
assets and liabilities of the pre-
liberation period Pakistan for-
eign secretary said
matter was very complex and

-the slowing down tempo

delicate adding that Pakistan
had its own view about the
matter for which it could not be
solved so early and easily. .
About the business, trade
and commerce between the two
countries he emphasised that
more and more contacts in
various forms and dimensions
should continue and be
strengthened including initia-
tives lor joint venture projects
in both countries as both the
countries were nNow pursuing a
broad-based "liberalised policy"
to suite the purpeses. He also
attached importance to contin-
uous contacts through m
at foreign -secretary level so
that the.tempo of a congenial
atimosphere could be main-
tained to obviate any negative
blast from any side.

Finally. in response to a
question on B adesh-India
relations particularly on water
issue he made it unambiguo

clear that 'Pakistan should
stand by B adesh in her due
and logical light with India.’
Curiously enough, instead of

ing for a broad-based frame tor
overall underst between
the two countries through
peaceful and amicable settle-

ments of the long-standing .

thorny issues, Pakistan's for-
eign secretary virtually stood
firm and committed to gear up
of "In-
dia phobia” to keep it alive for
all time to come here in
Bangladesh.’

More curious was the matter
that just before one day of the
visit of Pakistan's foreign sec-

diplomatic incident " was given

birth to by the Charge de Affairs
of Pakistan in Bangladesh, Al-
though a number of heads of
foreign mission in Dhaka in-
cluding Pakistan's were invited
and accordingly taken to the
‘magzar’ of the father of the na-
tion on the occasion of the Na-
tional Mourning Day on August
15, the first of its kind after the
change-over of August 15, 1975,
Pakistan's CDA in Bangladesh
kept himself aloofl from &c& ining
such a national event. it
bear any significance? Was Be-
nazir's congratulation to
Hasina over phone on the lat-
ter's becoming the me min-
ister of Bangladesh a mere
diplomatie formality?

Mr. Waliur Rahman former
senior career diplomat and now
a leading columnist wrote. "It
was sad. very sad indeed, that
the Pakistan Charge de Affairs
in Dhaka failed to show up. It
certainly did not bring any
honour to Pakistan and its
leaders. Have not they made
enough blumders in the past?"

He further pointed out: "We
must not forget that inter-state
relationship cannot grow out of
insincere or unclear . policies.It
is essential a priori condition
to recognise the ethos of this

country's creation to have a
narmal, [riendly bi-lateral re=
lations." 2

To speak the truth,

Bangladesh-Pakistan relations
should not be allowed and en-
couraged to move in the on-go-
ing apparently negative direc-
tion overshadowed by mere po-
litical motive as and when re-

lim countries. for the en-
hancement of the con t of
"SAARC spirit,” for the overall
Ehlﬁ% scenario at natjonal,
bi-late

and and in-
ternational tics and rela-
tions that a comprehensive, in-
tegrated and pr tic "confi-
dence-build rame” should
be formulated. develo fol-

wighout any question or argu-
i, L
political | s i
with determined ;Ilihqucas vi-
sion and will.

So the matter needs to be
settled having talks at the
summit level between the prime
ministers of the two countries.
It can not be missed here that
Benazir Bhutto during her last
visit to Bangladesh refused to
accept the stranded Pakistanis
as citizens of Pakistan refer-
ring them as Biharis only and

hq:r stand has not since
then. On the other hand, Pak-
istan; put forward a logic -that it

required 500 million US dol-
lars to fly them home and reha-
bilitate accordingly. A trust
backed by Rabitat-Al-Islamia. a
Saudi Arabia based I[slamic
humanitarian organisation
was set u bly Pakistan in 1988
to raise thc und. Until 1991 it
could- mobilise only 15 million
US dollars and since then the
has been left frozen.

oday Sheikh Hasina and
Benazir Bhutto om account of
their having a lot of similari-
ties in their respective per-
spectives have to take into ac-
count the visit of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, then

powers that be, it is the least he
could do, one dare says
he did leave in the lurch
B:Jf Rear Admiral who made

installment on
orders. Scriuusly% af-
ford the Mirage-5 2000s but
more than that we cannot af-
ford to lose the race for air su-
periority.

When we have to face an en-
emy 5-6 times larger th? us in
number, an
ment, whm facbdﬂqﬂthmp
threat of Prithvi missiles that
can attack location in
Pakistan, when we lack the
strategic depth that the
has. etc the

to gain strategic and tactical
. In a sénse we must make

a hundred flowers bloom.
launching small sub-units in
deep penetration and
destruction missions These
have to be supported on the
. For that we need mobile

. to break the crust of en-

pand
site  Muitan-Daharki] and

Southern Command (Thar
desert, down to Badin) must be
armoured as well as motorised,
capable of la offensives
on their own fronts

into territory.

been the key (o success

t Mushm history, the
infantry bearing the brunt of
the assault. Muslim ar-
tillery has always been devas-
tatingly accurate in supﬁ‘t
During one of the decisive bat-
ties of the western world. Mus-
ltm cavalry at Yarmuk proved
decisive In inflicting defeat on
the enemy. The fundamental
premise of swift and decisive
action must remain paramount
in all our planning. Imagina-
tive but pr tic re-
tion of our Forces is re-

guired in the 21st century.

Bangladesh-Pakistan Relations: Needed Sincerity of Purpos

the OIC summit and his talks
with ZA Bhutio, then prime
minister of Pakistan. Attention
shall have to be given also to
the visit of ZA Bhutio to
Elg‘lndethd in 19?: and his
undersianding with Banga-
bﬂndhumdiscrmlti-lltuﬂ
issues which still today remain
unresolved.
If Pakistan is sincere

m:uh m;l:ungt

; 1o be seri-
ous and careful about -
mediaté removal of the b .
necks that have meanwhile
soured the relations. There is
no the fact that there is
no possibility of any war be-
tween B h and Pak-
istan. Let this very reality be
realised by the present leader-

of the two countries.

- First of all, the positions of

in the gplomaﬂcg:lﬂmﬂ
these two countries, now being
enjoyed by career diplomats, be

immedia b -
utandingmgoll;m.dpaz;ﬁth-

ties with
tegrity and_ sophistication to
put the
track first and then follow

next course of action accord-

ingly.- It has historically been

proved that any political inis

* tiative and ma.ncuwrhﬁ
litical leaders instead E’m:r
diplomats ware more de -
able, acceptable and e
to break the ice in any issue
ha a political
and the same is also true in
case of adesh-Pakistan
relations.

Iram's offer to mediate be-
tween Bangladesh Pakistan
may be considered. But,
Bangladesh must be cautious
about her point and logic while
dealing with Pakistan so that
there may not be any corre-
sponding negative impact on
Bangladesh-India relations.

The writer is Joint

Sir, The rate of Corporate
Income Tax for. non-resident
foréign companies operating in
as been proposed
at 45 per cent in the Finance
Bill, 1996 as against 40 per
cent applicable to local com-
panies which gre not publicly
trade and other than Banks,
Insurance Companies and
Financial Institutions.

This has been done, when .

the avowed policy of the pre-
sent government is to encour-
age more foreign direct irf-
vestiment in the country.

We. feel, very strongly, that
such discriminatory proposal
would not only discourage
Ernsp-m‘:tivc foreign investors,

ut also put the existing non-
resident foreign companies in
a disadvantageous situation vis-
a-vis their local competitors.

In view of thé above, it
would be very much appreci-
ated. if the authority con-
cerned kindly give a second
thought on the matter and
does the needful towards re-
moval of discrepancy in the
said proposal of the Finance

* Bill under reference.

LE":EWH#I Alam

' Foreign Investors ﬂhnmﬁer
of Coﬁnimﬂ And Industry
]ﬂéramr Circular Road, Dhaka-

- call

that, the retary to Bangladesh an un- -quired. It is for the betterment prime minister of Bangladesh, Jfor International Affairs of
happy, rather unbecoming " of the peoples of these two Mus- to Pakistan in 1973 to attend Jaliya Party
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Behavioural
indecency : A
" dilemma

Sir, Probably there is no
other country/community who
talk louder of social, political
and economic moralities than
the society in Bangladesh, but
perhaps, we are in the bracket
of the countries who are practi-

the most corrupt.

n our day-to-day life, from
the morning when we leave
home, saw a rickshaw till re-
tiring in , we meet people of
different backgtounds/status
beginning from rickshaw-
pullers to chief executive offi-
cers (CEOs) of big companies,
Many
there is a semblance — in no
time they lose temper and start
uttering most -filthy words
(including the four-letter words
synchronised with indecent
gestu and there is nobody to
stop them. Even, the traffic po-
lice are sometimes obse to
behave in the same manner,

This behavioural lapses of
ours, of course, do not anyway
enhance and enrich us. Rather,
it is the most insult-
ing and embarrassing for all,
particularly when elderly and
tender-age people together con-
front such an unpleasant en-

counter. Many of us feel that
should be done about

. something
the said nuisance but due to cer-

tain shortcomings they hesi-
tate.

The Daily Star has already
established its niche as a re-

a time, in behaviour, .

fined, consistent. logical, well-
meaning and fair journal. I
would request The Daily Star to
wage a campaign to arrest the
degeneration and inculcate a
reasonable sense of decency
into the minds of the people. In
this connection, The Daily Star
may consider to print conducive
brief slogans in bold in both
English and Bengali from time
to time.

For example : "Indecent be-
haviour/utterances of filthy
words and demonstration of
offensive gestures pollute the
environment and in turn it de-
generates our mentak and phys-
ical health. It is wise to restrain
ourselves from behaving im-
modestly.”

[ believe il the press gives the
issue a sincere consideration,
there will be a gualitative imn-
provement in the lives of the
people of our society in
Bangladesh.

John Arun Sarkar
2. Protap Das Lane
Shinghtola. Dhaka-1100

Of titles
Sir, Very recently, | had

been conversing with a friend
who is........ | would say, very bi-

~ased ‘in his opinion. Years of

inherent support for a particu-
lar political party has enabled
all his emotions and personal
opinion to supersede his sense
of logic and rationality in an

amazing way. As he was con-

demning someone for not ad-
dressing Sheikh Mujibur

‘there's no use,

——

Ralmman as the Father ol the
Nation or Bangabandhu, 1
promptly contradicted him in
order te listen to the argu-
ments he could set forth in
favour of his statement.

I sometimes cannot help
wondering that the preceding
accentuations should actually
come out of sheer reverence
and not compelling forceful-
ness. And today even the
constitution does not address
Sheikh Mujib as Bangabandhu
as it was originally stated in
‘the fourth amendment's. (33)
and (34) resolutions. So legally
there's nothing barring anyone
from ﬂmitting the word
'‘Bangabandhu’. But of course, if
we have one speck of thank-
fulness left deep down inside
our hearts, we shall most defi-
nitely abstain'from acting in
such a way.

Likewise, the word
‘Shaheed’ is always preceding
president Ziaur Rahman. But
actually, only a person.who has
taken part in a 'jihad' and sac-
rificed his life for Allah can be
regarded as 'shaheed’. So, just
adding a word like that to ev.
ery other name would be
pointless. and would be liable
to render the word 'shaheed
of no importance.

Actually what I've tried to
gel across is simply that,

tr%;mg to force
anything on the people.
Whether the Sheikh is really
the “Bangabandhu®  or
President Zia a 'shaheed”
should be left for the people to
decide. If they've really lived
up to their respective names,

the public will regard them as
so. For such titles are not ex-

*actly officially tenable posts

which one can add before the
tenure is over. And for this
reason, there should be no
forcefulness behind them at
any time. ;

Scarface
Dhaka- 1205

Turkey

Sir, | read with interest The
Daily Star supplement (Aug 30)
on rkey on the "70th an-
nivers of the Victory Day of
the Republic of Turkey.” We
look forward to increased trade
with Turkey.

For additional information,
| looked up a small Reference
Book, "Bartholomen Mini
World Factfile,” 1993 Edition.
Therein the Turkish "national
day" is printed as "October 29."
(P 193}). The same date is men-
tioned as their Republic Day in
the Universal Almanac, 1990,

A clarification would be

appreciated.

Alif Zabr

Dhaka -1207

'Of Dranium and
Likes'

Sir., Thanks for the above
captioned editorial in your es-
teemed daily of 10th August
1996 We feel that there are
some unscrupulous elements
both inside and outside owur

country who do not want that
we develop our natural and
mineral resources for the pros-
perity of our country and stand
proudly on our own feet.

We strongly feel that a na-
tional consensus of our na-
tional leaders both in the gov-
ernment and in the opposition
is imperative to overcome all
our barricades and obstructions
to tap, exploit and utilise our
mineral resources.

We would therefore once
again suggest that a national
committee on mineral re-
sources consisted of MPs of all
the political parties should be
formed to move forward boldly
and smoothly with our various
schemes and projects on min-
eral resources without further
delay.

It may be mentioned here
that millions of tons ol valu-
able minerals zircon. rutile,
elmenite, gamet, magnetite and
monagite etc.. popularly known
as Black-Gold of Cox's Bazar
are available in some of our
coastal areas spread from Tek-
nal of Kuakata.

[t would be of immense ser-
vice to the nation if the mem-
bers of the national committee
on mineral resources (to be
formed) kindly visit some of the
mineral deposit sites, see the
miracles of Black-Gold' and ar-
rive at a consensus for the
commercial utilisation of the
valuable minerals either in the
public or private sector

() H Kabr
6. Hare Street
Wan., Dhaka [ 203

maturity, in--
thing on the k
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