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The BNP brought out a procession in the city yesterday marking 1ts founding anniversary.
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Ruling AL resorting
to terrorism ahead
of by-polls: BNP

BNP 5Secretary General Ab
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
warned that the ruling party
would not be spared if it contin-
ued rtgl'l!ﬂﬂiﬂn on the BNP lead-
ers and workers, reports UNB.

"The ruling Awami League
has resorted to torture and re

ressionn on BNP men and un-
eashed terrorism across the
country ahead of the by-elec-
tions,” he told a rally in front of
the BNP central office in the af-
ternoon.

After the rally, the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)
brought out a procession from
the party office, marking its
18th founding anniversary. The
procession terminated in front
of the Jatiya Press Club.

Bhuiyan said if the comin
by-elections are not free an
fair. the BNP will have to decide
whether it will participate in
any further election under the
Awami Leagmesgovernment.

With the September 5 by-
elections ahead, the Awami
League intensified its repres-

sion and torture on BNP leaders
and workers. he alleped. saying
the government had arrested
many BNF men on false charges
to harass them.

‘The Awami terrorists even
did not hesitate to set fire to the
dais from where BNF Chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia was to
address a by-eleclion campaign
meeting in Laxmipur.” the BNP
secretary general said.

He added that the two-
month-old government has al-
ready surpassed the record of
torture by the then Pakistani
autocratic government.

Bhuiyan said the ruling
party is not allowing the BNP to
say anylhlr‘ljg in Parliament
and placed distorted informa-
tion in the House to undermine

the OSILIOLL.

ﬂ(]]&# the BNP procession
terminated in front of the Press
Club, another rally was held
there. It was addressed. by
Mirza Abbas, Sadeque Hossain
Khoka MP. Rezabuddowla
Chowdhury and Fazlul Hagq
Milon.
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PM seeks cooperation
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and remove differences through
discussion within Parliament,"
she said repeatedly.
Reaffirming her pre and
post-election commitments,
Hasina said her government is
determined to build up an ad-
ministration free from influ-

ences and ioliticisatium prac-
tised by the previous BNP
regime.

The Prime Minister also
sought help from her political
opponents to ensure a terror-
ism-free society and campus.

Hasina said that as part of
her new concept of consensus
government, former Chief Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed was
ei cled for the country's highest
office of Presidency as non-
partisan personality.

The Prime Minister said she
could have chosen someone
from her party as the President
but she nominated Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed, who earned
fame at home and abroad as a
neutral personality in runnin
the caretaker government an
conducting election in 1991.

Besides, she added, two min-
isters from two other political
parties (JP and JSD) were in-
ducted into her consensus gov-
ernment despite ridicules from
different quarters.

"We never thought of ruling
the country unilaterally, nor
enjoying power alone. We tried
to accommodate all to build the
country and bring welfare for
the ple."

asina listed various
achievements of her govern-
ment within 10 weeks of assum-
ing power alongside failures of
tl.. BNP government in past
five years. :

With the assumption of
ngtr. she said her government

d to take some important de-
cisions quickly to revive econ-
omy and increase foreign in-
vestment.

Referring to the new budget,
the Prime Minister said a new
history has been made by pro-

duc "such a unique budget
within shortest possible time."
The budget, she said. is
aimed at alleviating poverty,
increasing cultural and in-
dustrial production, protectin
the interests of peasants an
workers, giving subsidy to agri-

culture, micro credit scheme for

employment generation and ru-
ral development.

The Prime Minister said her
government has gven priorit
to ulture and earmarke
Tk 100 crore in the budget as
subsidy for this sector despite
opposition from the World
Bank.

Besides, she said. Tk 100
crore was allocated for small
projects in rural areas and in-
creased allocation of Tk 974.63
made for rural developrhent
and human resources develop-
ment.

llliteracy would be removed
within 10 years, she added.

To reactivate economy, in-
crease GDP and attract forei
investment, Hasina said lock-
in system in the share market
has been withdrawn. Board of
Investment reactivated and in-
vestment procedures are being
simplified.

Amidst thumping of desk by
the Treasum Bench members,
the Prime Minister said new
measures have started to de-
liver positive results as the
country has already received
foreign investment commit-
ment to the tune of 1,150 mil-
lion US dollar in two months.

Parliament already passed
the Private Export Processing
Zone Bill and the Law Commis-
sion Bill, the Prime Minister
said and hoped that these would
play a positive role in attract-

Ing investment in all the sec-

tors of economy.

She said s steps are be-
ing taken to build up necess
inirastructures, including
power generation and commu-
nication, to support the in-
vestment., .

She said the government has
already approved 54 develop-
ment fvrnjcnts with involve-
ment of Tk 4,808 crore in past
10 weeks.

The government has also
doubled the rationing quota to
40 per cent and casualty al-
lowance to one lakh taka for
the members of police.

Reiterating her governmen-
t's promise for decentralisation
of the administration, Hasina
said union parishad, upazilla
and zilla parishad will be run
by elected representatives to en-
sure people's participation in
the government and the devel-
opment process.

She said a committee was
formed to recommend measures
for decentralisation of the ad-
ministration. A Bill on this
will be moved in the next ses-

sim;h_)

e prime minister made it
clear that the administration,
which was "heavily politicised
by the BNP government’ in last
five years, will be allowed to
work independently.

About promotion of the civil
and military officials. The
Prime Minister assured that the
elevation will be made on the

basis of efficiency and eligibil-
ity.
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Ensure fair polls,
BNP urges CEC

A delegation of the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)
recalled some untoward inci
dents and complaints from the
constituencies and called upon
the Election Commission to
keep Lthe law and order under
control during the by-elections
on Thursday, reports UUNB.

The 3-member delegation led
by MK Anwar, MP, called on the
Chief Election Commissioner
Mohammad Abu Hena and
urged him to take steps so that
the by-elections could be held in
a free, fair and peaceful atmo-
sphere and without any undue
influence.

The CEC assured the delega-
tion that the Election Commis-
sion was a constitutional body
committed to the nation to
holding elections in a free. [(air
and impartial manner.

He said complaints about ir-
regularities would be investi-
ated and instructions have
issued to the local admin-
istrations to shun undue influ-
ence and conduct elections im-
partially.

Instructions have also been
issued to the law enforcing
agencies to take allout pre}:arn-
tion to ensure security of the
voters and maintain congenial
atmosphere in the polling cen-
ires.

The CEC said legal steps
would be taken against the offi-
cials for negligence and lapses
in discharging their duties.

Abu Hena, however, said the
elections could be held free of
terrorist activities and peace-

fully if the political parties ex-
tended sincere cooperation.

Stabbed
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tor bikes attacked Ripon. son of
one Sheikh Md Kader of
Alekanda, Barisal, when he was
assing the area. The reason
hind the attack could not be
known immediately.

Ramna police said, they did
not receive any complaint in
this regard last night.

In another incident, Zahedul
Islam, 21, a BA student of Kavi
Nazrul Islam College was
stabbed allegedly by some ac-
tivists of Jatiya Chhatra Samaj
in the college premises yester-
day afternoon.

Zahedul, the joint secretary
of the college unit of pro-Awami
League Chhatra League, was
admitted to the DMCH with in-
juries in his belly, hospital
sources said.
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MPs obstructed him to speak by
shouting at the top of their

voice.
The Treasury bench mem-
bers refused to him on the

ground that he had r

used abusive words the
Chal::r a few days alitlt:k while
protes nst lﬁed ar-
tisan at tlﬁ:lnf Spe crllj-lu-
mayn Rashid Chowdhury. The
Speaker is scheduled to pass a
ruling on the incident in the
next session.

Akhtaruzzaman continued
for a minute, but his voice
drowned in the shoutings by AL
members. At this stage. the
Deputy Speaker asked him to
stop saying: "Please sit down,
the House not want to hear
you.” He then gave floor to an-

other opposition MP who was
thmeﬁn next

But Pro Badruddoza
Chowdhury took the floor to
seek “protection of the Chair”
for l:;is party hHF so that he
could exercise his t to ak
in the House. e e

“The MP (Akhtaruzzaman),
like other members, has the
right to speak as the Speaker
yet to give his verdict on the is-
sue.” Prof Chowdhury said

Netanyahu- Arafat
summit today

JERUSALEM, Sept 2: Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
will hold his first summit meet-
ing with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat late tomorrow.
state television sald, quotin
scnior Israell officials. It sal
intensive talks between I[sraeli
and Palestinian negotiators
had man L0 overcome some
ol the differences between the
Iwo sides lo make such a sum
mil possible, reports AFP

Rights denied
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democracy

Prof Badruddoza blamed the
government for acts of violence
and killings in different places
including Bogra, Mirersarai
and Laxmipur. He also held the
government responsible for
acts of terrorism in educational
institutions in Dhaka Univer-
sity. Eden Girls University Col-

lege and arrest of large number
of Chhatra Dal leaders and BNP
workers including JCD chief
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anny
and Nasiruddin Pintu.

He further said that BNP
members were not getting neu-
tral behaviour from the
Speaker.

Badruddoza Chowdhury
said. "We believe that the
Speaker will understand the
importance of the Opposition in
the House to make parliamen-
tary democracy meani Ny

He., however, thanked the
Speaker and especially the
Deputy Speaker for conducting

the proceedings of the House.

=The Daily Stor e
Sangsad prorogued

adding, "If he is not allowed to
exercise his right to . we
will be forced to stage walkout "
Reminding Chowdhury that
a similar sentiment was shown
a few weeks ago by the Opposi-
tion MPs towards a ruling party
member. the Deputy Speaker
told the Deputy Leader of the
House thal they should not
stage a walk-out on this issue,
two briefly argued and
Chowdhury led the -out.

The session witnessed en-
actment of a total of nineteen
laws, including ratification of
| 3 ordinances promulgated by
the President. Yesterday's ses-
sion witnessed passage of two
legislations, one seeking con-
stitution of a permanent law
commission and the other for
establishing export processing
zone in the ate sector. '

State Minister for Law. Jus-
tice and Parliamen Affairs
Abdul Matin Khasru told the
House that enactment of a per-
manent law commission would
help updating the laws formu-
lated in the colonial :

Under the present judicial
system. "‘'most of the people
cannot afford to buy justice "
the state minister said. The law
commission would propose
amendment of the uldplqﬂnla-
tions concerned in such a way
that the judiciary could be ac-
cessible to all including the
poor .

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed said
that establishment of export
processing zones in the Frhratf
sector would bring in foreign
investment Iin the country
Claiming that enactmernyg of the
law for this would prove to be a
milestone in the economic
progress of the country, the
minister said the BNP govern
ment had falled to create con
genial atmosphere for foreign
investment.

Before glrnmgallun of the

session, Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury and Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina

thanked all concerned for the
"successiul completion of the
first session” of the new Par
lHlament

AL-JP clash 1n
Pirojpur: 20 hurt

PIROJPUR, Sept 2: Atleast 20
people were injured, ten of them
seriously, in a clash between
supporters of the Awami League
and Jatiya Party at Hoglabedka
bazar in Kawkhali thana on
Sunday night, reports UNB.

The clash erupted when a JP
procession, after attending a

ublic meeting of JP candidate
aslima Hussain. reached Hog-
labedka bazar Sunday night.

JP supporters, equi with
sharp weapons, attacked the
Awami League activists who
were sta at the bazar at that
time and wounded several AL
activists there.

Flood situation
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ganj ludr::;v.

According to our correspon-
dent in Pabna. the flood situa-
tion has taken a serious tumn in
the district inundating vast ar-
eas of 15 unions under four
thanas.

The alffected thanas are
Pabna Sadar, Ishurdi, Sujana-

- gar and Bera where 10,000 men,

women and children are ma-
rooned with no arrangements
so far to move them to any safe
Elan:t:, Rescue operations should
¢ started immediately, the
chairman of Hemayetpur
union, one of the affected
unions under Pabna Sadar
thana, told The Daily Star.
According to an official
source, the marooned people
have all lost their homes and
taken shelter on the Flood
Control Embankment.
Standing crops in over
10,000 acres of land have been

Our Correspondent in Kush-
tia adds: The flood situation in
Kushtia has worsened following
further rises in the water levels
of the Ganges and Gorali rivers.

The Ganges was flowing 12
centimetre above the danger

mark at the Hardinge Bridge
t. The Gorai was, however,
owing 21 centimetre below the
danger mark at the Gorai Rail-
way Bridge ;;:)im but its stro
current is threatening the r
line on the western side of the
Gorai Railway Bridge. Some
2500 houses and s aman
crops in 5 unions of Daulatpur
thana are affected. About 10
thousand ple have been ma-
rooned. Three primary schools,
3 mosques and 2 madrashas
have gone under water while 5
primary schools have been de-
voured by erosion, according to
Kudrat-e-Khoda, chah'man.%&
mkrishnapur Union Parishad.

., He said that during the last
few days six ns died due to
a landslide and a boat capsize.

Anwar Yousuf, a local
Awami League leader told this
ndent that he was tak-

ing steps to mitigate the suffer-
ings of the flood affected people.

UNB adds: The Flood Infor-
mation Centre in Dhaka yes-
terday said that the flood situa-
tion in several parts of Natore,
Manikganj, Munshiganj and
Dhaka districts may also dete-
riorate.
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Body to probe
Bogra incident

The government has consti-

tuted a one-member inguiry

commission to probe into the

August 22 incident in which
college student Khairul Alam
was d and subsegquent vio-

lence in Bogra town. reports
UNB.

The commission with re-
tired Judge of Bangladesh

Supreme Court Justice Sultan

Hossain Khan will submit its
report and recommendations
within the next 30 days, said an

official release in the city yes-

terday
The uty Commissioner.
Bogra. will provide the com-

mission with secretarial sup-
port.
Terms of reference of the
commission include {(a) Time
and place of the occurrence. (b)
Identify the real cause of the in
cident. (c) Determination of re-
sponsibilities. (d) Whether any
political party was involved in
instigating the situation and (el
Recommend measures to pre-
veiit recurrence of such inci

dents in {uture

71 cows allocated
by govt for 14
ministers, S0 MPs

As many as ?I cows were al
located by the government for
|4 ministers more than 50
MFPs of the fifth parliament
during 1991-95, s UNB

State Minister lor Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy sald this in parliament re-

lying to Mirza Azam of Awami

AL,
FThe ministers who were
iven cows were: Abdullah Al

oman, Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Harun-ur-Rashid, Ra
fiqul Islam Mia, Yunus Khan,
Mosharraf Hossain Shajahan,
Hannan Shah, Kabir Hossain,
Fazlur Rahman Patal, Mrs
Sarwari Rahman, Tariqul
Islam, Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yusuf, Saifur Rahman and Prof
Jahanara Begum.

The MPs were: A K M Abu
Taher, Haji Abdul Latif
Bhuiyan, M A Matin, Helaluz-
zaman, Nizamuddin Khan, Dr
Ashrafl Hossain Molla, Azizur
Rahman Mia, Adv Mosharraf
Hossain, S A Kabir (Whip),
Shamsul Huq, Mesbah Udcﬂn
Khan, Mrs Anwara Habib,
Mostag Ahmed Chowdhury, Col
Sawkat Ali (Rtd), Mosharraf
Hossain Mangu, Abul Kalam
Azad, Mrs Halima Khatun, Mrs
Asia Rahman, S M Wazed Ali,
Enamul Hug. Mohammad Ab-

dullah, A T M Alamgir, Shaja-
han Chowdhury, Syeda Nargis
Ali. Qamrul Yahia Khan, Syed

Manjur Hossain and Begum

Kh Rabbani.
JCD on rampage
From Page 1

dent Shahiduddin Chowdhury
Annie was given a 30-day deten-
tion last. month, according to
reports. Earlier, Pintu was se-
nior vice president of the BNP-
backed JCD.

Activists and supporters of
JCD went on ram and dam-

ed vehicles in different areas
of the city particularly in the
old part yesterday afternoon
protesting Pintu's arrest.

The agitated youths damaged
at least thirty wvehicles on
L!:ihnnsggu Road near the Dhaka

etropolitan Magistracy under
Kotwali thanaaﬁind ig Dho-
Jaikhal area under Sutrapur
thana and Paltan area under
Motijheel thana, police and
wilnesses said.

Police arrested five persons
on charges of damaging vehi-
cles. The arrested young men
were identified as Towhid
Ahmed, Zulfiker Ahmed, Er-
shad alias Jonny, Sayedur

Rahman and Asaduzzaman.
police said.
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Ansarul Hugq Mia, Md A Rauf
Mia. Md Hareshuddin Sarkar
(Bir Pratik), Md Abdul Gani
Mandal, all independent candi-
dates. The constituency com-
prises Mithapukur thana with
2,28,834 voters and 96 polling
centres.

Six candidates will be con-
testing for the Rangpur-6 seat,
vacated by Ershad. The con-
stituency covers Pirganj thana
having 1,71,430 voters and 72
pul]jn;f centres. The candidates
are, Md Abdul Wahed Mia of AL,
Nur Mohammad Mandal of JP,
Md Ekramul Hug Khan of BNP
and Md Abul aer Shamim,
Md Nurunnabi Sarkar and Md
Abu Hossain Sarkar, all inde-
pendent candidates.

5ix candidates will be con-
testing for the Kurigram-3 seat
which was also vacated by Er-
shad. The constituency covers
Ulipur thana of the district.
There are 1,80,766 voters and
pnllin%wﬂ] be held in 99 cen-
tres. The candidates are, Md
Fulu Sarkar of AL, Mozammel

Hossain of JP, A K M Maidul
Islam of BNP. Md Khalilur
Rahman of Islami Oikya Jote
and Momtazul Hasan Quereshi
and F Kafiluddin, both inde-

is.

For the a-0 seat, vacated
BNP chief Begum Khaleda

a, four candidates will be
articipating in the by-election.
e constituency covers Bogra
Sadar thana excluding three
unions. There are 2,997,059 vot-
ers in the constituency where
lling will be held in 111 cen-
res. The contestants are

Asadur Rahman Khandakar of
AL, Md Zohurul Islam of BNP,
Md A Mamunur Rashid of Is-
lami Oikya Jote and Golam
Rabbani of Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh.

Four candidates will contest
for the a-7 seat vacated by
Ber:fum Khaleda Zia. They are
Md Waliul Huq of AL, Md
Helaluzzaman Talukdar of
BNP, Aminul Islam Sarkar
(Pintu) of JP, and Md Shafiqul
Hasan, an independent candi-
daft;iz_l, There are 1,87,929 voters
in the constituen covm:llhg the
sadar thana ﬂndcgabtaﬂ ana
where polling will be held in 79
centres. .

In Sirajganj-1 constituency
three candidates will contest
the by-polls. They are Dr Mo-
hammad Selim of AL, Lutfur
Rahman of JP and Mahabubul
Islamn Talukdar of BNP. The
constituency comprises Kazipur
thana of the district. It has
1,36,846 voters and 71 polling
centres. The seat was vacated by
Mohammed Nasim of AL.

Two candidates, Sheikh
Helaluddin of AL and Sheikh
Wahiduzzaman Dipu of BNP
will contest for the erhat-1
seat, vacated by A League
President Sheikh Hasina.
Polling will be held in 87 cen-
tres in the constituency having
1,81, 986 voters. The con-
stituency covers Fakirhat, Mol-
lahat and Titolmari thanas.

Sheikh Hasipa also vacated
another seat, Khulna-1. Sheikh
Harunur Rashid of AL. Advo-
cate Gazi Abdul Bari of BNP, Md
Latifur Rahman of JP and inde-
pendent candidate Panchanan

Biswas will be in the race for
the seat. The constituency
which covers Batiaghata and
Daknﬂ thanas has 1,44,874 vot-
ers where polling will be held in
BO centres,

Tasimima Hossain . wife of
Jatiya Party general secretary
Anwar Hossain Manju will con-
test for the Pirojpur-2 seat, va-
caled by her husband. She will
be in the fray with JP ticket.
Two other contestants are Alha
M Matiur Rahman of AL an
Wahab Hawladar of BNP. The

constituency has some 1,00.045
voters and 64 polling centres. It
COVErs Kowkhali and

Bhandaria thanas.

The Shariatpur-1 seat, va-
cated by AL's Abdur Razzak,
COVers ra and Sadar thanas
of the district. Dewan Moham-
mad Mahbub of JP, Sardar A K
M Nasiruddin of BNP and Mas-
ter Majibur Rahman of AL will
contest in the constituency hav-

1,76,666 voters. Polling will
lI::urlf-:glmhsl in 99 centres.

Seven candidates are con-

test for the Sylhet-4 seat va-
cated by BNP's Saifur Rahman.
It covers G at and Jainta-
pur thanas ha 1.50,213 vot-
ers and 64 polling centres. The

candidates are M A Hannan
of JP, Imran Ahmed of AL, Nu-
rul Huq of BNP, Al Haj Mostafa
Allama of Jatiyatab Awami
League, Md ur Rahman of
Bangladesh Islami Dal, Mo-
hammad Ali Advocate of
Jomiyate Olemaye Islam,
Bangladesh and Khandakar
Mominur Rab, an independent
candidate.

Nine candidates, the highest

73 candidates to fight for 15 seats

for a seat, are contes for the
Laxmipur-2 seat, vacated by Be-

um Khaleda Zia. They are

arun-ur-Rashid of AL, Barris-
ter Moudud Ahmed of BNP, Lt
Col (retd) Zafar Imam (Bir
Bikram) of JP. Mir Md Abul
Kalam Azad of Bhasani Front
and independent candidates
Abdul Mannan (Milon), Rezaul
Karim Liton, Delwar Hossain,
Md Shafiulla and Tofael
Ahmed.

The constituency covering
Roypur and seven unions of the
ar thana has 1,82 508 voters
and 79 polling centres.

In Chittagong-1 con-
stituency, five candidates will
be contesting in the by-elec-
tions. They are Mohammad Ali
Jinna of BNP, Engr Mosharraf
Hossain of AL, Ali Ashraf
Chowdhury of JP and indepen-
dent candidates Nuruddin
Ahmed and Md Zafar Uddin
Ahmed Chowdhury. The con-
stituency comprises Mirersarai
thana and has 1,72,700 voters
and 89 polling centres. The seat
E.rau vacated by Begum Khaleda

ia.

Chittagong-13 seat, which
was vacate l:i?r BNP's Oli
Ahmed, will see five candidates
in the race. They are Nazrul Is-

lam Chowdhury of AL, Momtaj
Begum of BNP, Abul Kashem of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-
Rab) and Serajul Islam (Siraj)
and Md Idris, both lnde?endcnt
candidates. The constituency
comprises Chandais thana and
five unions of Satkania thana.

There are 1,30,200 voters and
69 polling centres in the con-

stituency.
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as an eflective medicine as

bly -

apy.
ing
position members

the House smilingly told the

Chair. "You've been compelled

suitable for use "
The heavy hardboard files
were replaced by light plastic-

desks with these cannot gener-

ate much sound
* & &

Speaker Humavun Rashid

Chowdhury after reading out
the presidential order prorogu-
ing the JS session pronou
#ﬂng}iﬂdcsh Chirojibi Houk”
e ruling Awami Beague lead-
eTs ur.ngmwr. "Bangladesh
Dirghofibi Houk”
Speaker called Sheikh
Hasina "Sangsad Neta" while

vin hc} the floor "Sangsad
1r1'g after she mrmluduj her
speech
* & &

HH? '}Imwtht n Sircar of the
ca
an eminent ll';.:rpul?l m
Abdul Hamid told the -
tton MP, "I'm simply an advo-
cate of the judge court and
ou're a Barrister of the
ipreme Court. ~
- | w
A Jatiyva Party lawmaker
was seen shout for the floor
soon after BNP's Prof Shahidul
Islam was allowed to speak on
the Law Commission Bill. As an
angry Prol. Shahid drew the

College student
killed 1n
road accident

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Sept 2: The stu-
dents of Mirzapur college barri-
caded the Dhaka-Tangail high-
way for about 4 hours today in
protest against the killing of a
student in a road accident.

As soon as the news of the
accident spread, hundreds of
students came out of the col
campus and seized 20 buses al-
Lter Eutl:tng up a barricade on the
highway, police sources said.

Mizanur Rahman died on
the spot at Bherua after being
crushed by a bus.

The students withdrew the
barricade at the request of the
district administration.

The driver and the helper of
the bus escaped soon after the
accident.

The body has been sent to the
Tangail general hospital mor-
gue for autopsy.

Khaleda
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who fell victims to the brutality
and barbarism of Awami
League's Rakkibahini.

welling on the question of
the sharing of the Ganges flow,
Begum Zia said the opposition
party prior to the political
changeover of 1975 were criti-

cal of the then Awami League
government's position on this
vital issue.

Expressing her part =
tion Eﬂ the itzlal;ue. ah]:-, sa{dpgﬁiP
had never compromised with
India to sign any accord at the
cost of the country's interest.

Administering a note of
warning to the government
against according transit facili-
ties to India in exchange of the
Ganges water, the BNP chair-
person said the BNP would re-
sist any such nefarious design
of the government.

The election meeting was
addressed, by KM Obaidur
Rahman and BNP candidate for
Shariatpur-1 constituency Sar-
dar AKM Nasiruddin. BNP
leader Yakub Ali Sardar
presided over the rally.

Party leaders Farida Hasan,
Ehsanul Kabir, Mossadek Ali,
and Lokman Hossain Bhuiyan
accompanied the BNP chairper-
son.

[Law Commission
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dence of the judiciary and pro-
mote commerce and industry in
the context of free economy.
The commission chairman
will enjoy the status, remunera-
tion and privileges of a judge of
the Supreme Court's Appcﬁtate

Division while the members
will enjoy those of a judge of the
High Court Division.

The commission will iden-
tify the causes of delay in dis-
posal of civil and criminal
cases and recommend reforms
or new legislations to expedite
the ss of trial.

Also, it will make recom-
mendations to modernise the

1udiciar3r and stop abuse of

AWS,

The commission will make
recommendations for consti-
tuting an independent enqui
agency to investigate crimina
CASES.

The proposed commission
will also recommend amend-
ment of laws or formulation of

new ones to create a tive
condition to expand trug and
COIMIMETCce.

It will make s ions to-

wards stopping repression on
women and
; rights of women and chi _

protecting the

(BNP lawmakers) have started
behaving and acting responsi-

You can say it's a TV ther-
the Prime Minister said
amid laughter and desk-thump-

further on the Op-
hitting of
desks with files. the Leader of

to replace the nice files with the
present ones which are not

coated ones recently. Hitting of

nced

official
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
will
S et vieik shne in
sujral's
the hgckdmp of m‘l"mmmh
of talks which have taken
between the governments
two n

the foreign segretaries level.

Parliament ﬁdbit;

Chair's attention to the JP
lawmaker's action, the ty
Speaker advised him "Don't
look left or right. Look straight
at me.”

= A

e Deputy Speaker -

gested a BNP ?‘[P who ﬂun?‘éd
the Chair several times, not to
waste time him so
many n‘;heu'lkat.':iIr i

Later, M K Anwar of BNP
remarked "The number of per-
sons. deserving thanks are

gradu decreasing. You (the

Deputy %ﬁﬂ'l please keep the
lamp of thanks' alight."
* & &

Given the floor to discuss the
Law Commission Bill. Mashiur
Rahman of BNP thanked the
Deputy Speaker for. what he
said. giving him the floor after
several days.

How could |
floor d your a in the
past days”. was the
reply from the Chair "

An apparently ashamed
Mashiur then said. | thank you
for remembering me and for
noticing my absence.”

* w *

Another BNP lawmaker,
Abdul Wahab, in his notice
claimed that his Fnﬂiqt as a
member of parliament was
breached as a male MP had a
lengthy chat with a female MP
at the parliament lobby. He
however. did not name any of
the two MPs

EPZ Bill
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after Treasury bench members
started shouting when Maj
(retd)] Akhteruzzaman (BNP-
H’Juhurﬁmjj stood up to move a

prngou )
iloting the Bill, the Indus-
iries and Commerce Minister
called it 'historic’ anid said the
government has started a move
to simplify the laws related to
investment to attract foreign
capital inflow.

The minister said a Korean
business establishment, Youn-
gone Company. has 2100
acres of land on the bank of
river Karnaphuli lo create a
special EPZ Japanese investors
also showed interest to invest
in a special industrial :

Pt
ment (BOI), which had been
made ineffective by the previous
regime, cooperate with
Youngone Company to im-
plement the industrial zone.

“There has been a new hori-
zon of investment in the coun-
try after the assum of the
new government,” minister
said, adding that the nation
would see the results of the new
environment being created by
the government.

According to the tive of
the Bill, creation of private EPZ
is needed to encourage foreign
investment for the country's
economic development and

accelerating the economy.

Besides, it will create pro-
ductive employment and
broaden and strengthen the
foundation of the national
economy and widen the source
of foreign exchange income by
enhan exports. -

The Bill proposed to
permission to the com-
panies the authority and right
to establish, develop, operate,
manage and control a particu-
lar EPZ. |

There will be a board of gov-
ernors, which will give licence
for sctt.mgi_.up EPZs. An execu-
tive cell, headed by a director
general, will act as the secre-
tariat of the board and imple-
ment #ts decisions.

ADB : Power
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of 15 per cent in phases, the
source said.

The 9th Power in-
cludes improvement of vital
power distribution sﬁhtcm in
Mﬂghnaghat and Siddhirgan
and set up of a3 nation
load despatch centre in Sid-
dhirganj.

e national load despatch
centre will be the heart of power
distribution system of the coun-
try. The current load despatch
centre has become obsolete and
has developed a number of me-
chanical problems.

The ADB is also for
abolition of the BPDB which is
currently sustaining an annual
loss of Tk 400 crore due to the
combined (PDB, DESA and Ru-
ral Electrification Board] sys-
temn loss.

However this loss is mostly
incurred by 37 per cent system
loss of the D which is

you the

vested with the charge of power
distribution in the greater

itan area.

Dhaka metropol
1 to in-

The ADB proposa

crease the power tariff was

made during the tenure of the

caretaker government. Since

the Awami Le

government,
tives held frequent meetings

with the Ener
other officials

tariff,

e formed the
B representa-

Minister and
o increase the

The government last in-

creased the power tarifl in 1991.

Guyral
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talks which the

old with his Indian coun-

the
eighbouring countries at



