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A Courageous Thought

Mr Saifur Rahman has suggested that party pol- |

itics should go into a kind of hibernation for three
years allowing theé nation to address its big chal-
lenges with a united will. Mr Rahman is a coura-
geous man to come up with such an advice at a time
when politics seem wholly occupied with party in-
terests. Mr Rahman's is a voice of sanity in an
overpacked asylum and needs to be complimented
Aduly and supported effectively.

It is a courageous counsel for this is what Sheikh
H.asina, though phased in a confusing way, has
be.*n canvassing for over the last two months. Mr
Ral 'man's idea seeks to ensure that we achieve a
cons'ensus on policies which don't reap a harvest
for ary party — and the only beneficiary should be
the wahole nation. As much more of a technocrat
than a politician he knows about national chal-
lenges 17eing not amenable to any party govern-
ment's g oing it alone. Better still, he cares about
these cha llenges. How can his sentiments be recip-

all-party a.“tion on a national front? BNP secre-
tary-generar Mannan Bhuiyan had said they were
ready ta co -operate with the government on a
number of national issues and had asked for a list
of issues the y\overnment was interested in. These
are expression:i manitesting a positive approach to
problems that can help the nation eminently at
this moment. Opportunities opened up by our inde-
pendence and driven beyond the horizon by subse-
quent developments, are knocking at our doors as
very palpable possibilities. Making the most of
these would call for concerted national action.
Anything less may reduce this pregnant time into
sterility.

Mr Saifur Rahman, however, has a problem.
How far can he glo to translate into reality what he
believes to be the right antidote to our national
malaise? '

Let us hope his courageous pronouncement sows
a seed in that still unfriendly soil of our politics.
The nation will perhaps overcome the present dif-
ficulties and the politics of mean stratagems will
recede into bad dreams well past. His voice will
sure have made itss contribution to that happy pos-
sibility.

Danger Underneath

We are a late coraer to the realisation that thou-
sands in Southern Bangladesh have been ingesting
sub-soil water contaminated by a lethal arsenic
dose. With only a tip: of the iceberg showing after a
belated detection ot the high poison level in the
blood stream of drinkers or users of shallow tube-
well water we have & full-size public health disas-
ter on our hands. | '

The appraisal of the menacing situation by the

public health authority has been both slow and in-
atlequate. Despite the: uneducated panic calls from
the people of Fakirhat.in Bagerhat district and of
the adjoining Khulna district for quite some time
inn the past it was only after July last that the water
sample began to be tested at all by any expert. It
was at this point in time that the sole dependence
upon the Atomic Energy Commission in Dhaka for
anyv water-test could be gotten over as the WHO was
kind enough to provide some equipment to the
Khuilna Public Health Department for a decen-
tralised testing. This brings up our galling unpre-
paredness in terms of basic equipment to face up to
any unfolding health menace.
But in the case of the neighbouring Indian state
of We:st Bengal arsenic pollution in water saw a hue
and cry raised both among the media as well as in
the government circles. The Anandabazar .Patrika
is said tb have reported that sub-soil water in seven
districts of West Bengal was exposed to arsenic-
laden 1ocks in the region. Since two WHO experts
are probing arsenic contamination across the bor-
der on the West Bengal side, their findings could
prove useful to Bangladesh as well.

It is essential now to determine the exact magni-
tude of arsenic pollution of our sub-soil water. As it
is, sample-tests of water from only 14 shallow
tubewells out of as many as 2228 there in Bagerhat
area, helped depict that dreadful picture. Heaven
knows, were we able to put all the shallow tube-
wells to test what would have come off it!

We suggest a three-pronged strategy: extend the
required naedical help to thé affected people imme-
diately, firicl out if there is any established pollu-
tion pattern, checkmate the contamination with
expert advice and support drawn from the reposi-
tory of world knowledge on the subject.

L - . .
Hospital Diet

Dietary allccation for each patient in a govern-
ment-run hospital has been raised from Tk 22 to
Tk 30. Though the increase entailed scraping from
other areas of the shoe-string health budget and
signifies a glinimer of new sensitivity towards nu-
tritional requircment of a patient it hasn't quite
scaled the wall of mere symbolism.

The other way of looking at it would be that in a
resource-constrained context even a slight in-
crease in basic allocation enhances the value for
money obliging the: spender to use it that much bet-
ter for the patient's well-being. .

We are keeping our fingers crossed on Health
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf's assurance that the

monitoring to ensuure the quality of diets served to
patients. The hint of cynicism is bred by the pre-
dictable customary seriousness that hospital ad-
ministrations are ap\ to show now and then, with
the dusts settling, allow indulgence to the machi-
nations of the thugs aind toyuts to skim the butter
off the added allocatio. I :

The authorities are toying with the idea of ap-
pointing plain-clothes minders at the public hos-
pitals-to keep the touts  off-limits. While their
main job would be saving patients from harass-
| ment, we believe such surveillance could have an
effect of cleansing the inner stable. At any rate,
_nothing can substitute internal inspection.

rocated in a manner that can lay the foundation of |

raised allocation would be duly followed up by
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' to seeing

HIS plece is to celebrate a

rare instance of pelitical

suavity. Coming in the
midst's of a sad lary
session in which we saw too
much time. and energy being
wasted In denigrating and even
insulting political o nents,
the example set by Sheikh
Hasina es us feel that all is
nol lost yet.

Here we are getting all ex-
cited about someth which
should be a normal way of do-
ing things. An elected Prime
Minister, a veteran political
figure who has become the
country’'s chief executive from
L::oplu‘ support is expected to

have In a certain way. She is
e ed to be tolerant, open to
different and differing views
and most importantly, to take
criticism in a most open, con-
structive and non-confronta-
tional manner.

But unfortunately it is the
contrary practice that we have
come to consider as the norm.
Regrettably. we have grown used
politicians ting at
each other's throat. never
seem to have a word about
the other. When ex-
presses a dissenting view. the
tendency has been to denounce
that person and try to gquestion
his or her credibility, and even
integrity

On Saturday last Sheikh
Hasina set a contrary and re-
freshing exam We are refer-
ring to the Prime Minister's
clever and wise move to directly

NOTHER round of cam-

s vicdence and the su-

lerers are students who

are not bothered with politics,

but a growing sentiment s

either student pglitics should be

banned or steps taken that only

gendine students can enter the

campus, with only peaceful

EI'UIEEIE that effect their lives.

ul not those who serve their
"gurus” with guns

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina as the, opposition leader
got kudos in October 1991 when
she suspended the activities of
the Bangladesh Chattra League
(BCL) in a dramatic step to end
campus violence. "l suspended
the activities of the Chattra
League in Dhaka University to
restore calm as well as to ensure
restoration of proper academic
almosphere there.” she told this
writer. She had added that it
would remain suspended as
long as normalcy did not return
on the campus.

It was the first such move by
the Awami League since inde-

ndence and came after a gun-

atlle between BCL and the
Jatiyatabadi Chattra Dal (JCD)
left three students .and a home-
less child (tokai) killed. JCD is
BNF's student wing.

The former Information
Minister Nazmul Huda, now a
lawmaker of the opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist, Party
(BNP), in brief comments on
Sheikh Hasina's decision said
:thwis "good step." but -accused

e Awami League of t e
the violence. a e

In November same vyear,
former prime minister and cur-
rent parliamentary opposition
leader Begum Khaleda Zia twice
convened "All-party" talks to
end campus violence. the out-
come appeared positive with all

. country's

strict
rity, and walked in
Club cafeteria to k to the
journalists (belonging to the
other BFUJ) who .
flag demonstration earlier, we

h ;samplcufold time p-t.}h—
tics of wit, , respect lor
the ent a desire to

talk to all concerned, even to
the bitterest of critics.

Normally what we would
have had asa by a sit-
ting government -shot to any
black flag demonstration would
have been castigation of the

m;'hﬂ did it with, most
. strident speeches and
personal attacks, including ref-

erences 10 how the said persons
were heneficiaries of one gov-
ernment or the other.
Surprising everybody,
Sheikh Hasina avoided that

. transferred inside the

path confronted h:;ﬂuc- m
demonstrated and wht:ﬂhdr

were. She even asked
to submit a memorandum

Bangladeshi politics her be-
haviour was exceptional.
reason that we have decided to

write about this event is because
we think that we would experi-

The ’

widest? .

Why are we that
bench should
make the first move? For the

ﬂﬁt;a:n? fﬂm;t:wer is :

the Treasury

ways lar higher than

are out of it. When Khaleda Zia

ence a sea ch

in our politics
if such behaviour could be

arlia-
ment or into our day to day pol-
itics,

Imagine that during the re-
cesses in our parlament ses-
sion dramatic initiatives are
taken to bring our Prime
Minister and the Leader of the

jon to a face to face dia

. with or without aides. II

that be too much to expect, then
can the two Deputy Leaders es-
tablish some sort of regular

the tion,
oyt ol s
parliament.
went in vain. It is for

as to whether she has

well served by her attitude of
pride, or whether
she would have been better

aloofness and

served by being more humbie.
The same question is with

us now We address ourselves to
the new Prime Minister The

example she gave on Saturday

encourages us to repeat our sug-

visit the house of the Leader of
after
the

All our urgings
to

geﬁmn. Since both leaders are
cq inside the
House it may not be too difficult

uently present

tc organise something.
Experfence shows that magna-

never harms, even when
political snub.
When the mood in the country

nimity
there is risk of a

is for peace and
unreasonable position taken
by any nati leader will not

ﬁdﬂmvﬂmﬂmmtﬁcpﬁ

Time may be
lar gesture by the

flag waving journalists Need

for such an initiative appears
more urgent especially in view
of the language and content of

the debates that we saw
the budget session. As much
it was telecast we
idea what our |

said in the name of
tary debate Much o
came from polifical

that had gone far beyond nor-

rliamen-

mal practice of parliamentary

politics. A sure way of

the slide in the quality of par-

iamentary debate would be a

dramatic gesture by the PM of

the type that we mention
abowve —

Campus Violence — a Shame for Politicians

@Mhhmmﬁuhmhrwwhwﬂnmmmmwdm porting BCL in ope dormitory
nummmmffthnmwhrrﬂwﬂmuhmdmﬂm-mdﬂodmmwmmthq

sides unanimously resolving to
bring an end to the menace and
restore normalcy in educa-
tional institutions.

The meeting called on stu-
dents to give up Terrorism.” to
resist terrorist elements who
should not be given shelter by
any quarter and that the gov-
ernmen!t would remain “neu-
tral” in handling campus situ-
ation.

Between March and October,
1991, some 200 educational in-
stitutions were closed in na-
tionwide violence. mairdy in-
volving JCD and BCL, with
some r s of involvement of
Islami Chattra Shibir, the stu-
dent wing of Jamaat. ;

Following the meetings,
Awami League MP Sajeda
Chowdhury said. "the talks
were very warm and friendly,
but it on the sincere ac-
tion of the governmemt. as it
has the power to stop campus
violence.

Mr. Huda said. "the govern-
ment is defmitely sincere and
that is why it had convened the
meeting,” adding that in democ-
racy both the government and

the opposition groups have
equal roles in dealing with ma
jor national issues. "We all be-

ng to this country and putting

the bility in our shoul-
ders only will not get us any-
where ... Ultimately everyone

will have the take blame" if
things did not work out.

Kazi Zafar Ahmed, as the
rime minister from
the Jatiya Party, informed the
Parliament in January 1990
that about 200. students lost

their lives in political violence
over Lhe two previous years and
called for national unity He
also salgd 15 000 students were
injured in simdar Inctdents
since independence. Former
esident Hussain Muhammad
rshad disbanded his Jatiya
Party's student wing in 1986
‘Our hearts ache and heads
droop with shame when we look
at the recent devélopments on
the Dhaka University campus,
Mr. Ahmad added.
Once again, with a new gov-
ermument in power, student vio-
lence is escalating with (ension

M““""""""’EZ-""_“_"“Z please."

initiative to start the talks. One

other pointNs that our political
eadership never speak of dis-
banding or al least temporarily
suspending student politics.

lowever a yourng colleague
disagreed on banning student
politics. He said the root of ter
rorism is the factor that should
be handied and studemts must
have a voice Ut national |ssues.

“Violent politics or armed
cadres are the results of extor-
tion as iticians fail to pro-
vide cash and permit some to
earn their own way. what ever
that might be i:ady

@ !V FOOL'S PARADISE?
by Nadeem Qadir

still aipping Dhaka University
and the govermninent under crit-
icism for NOT BEING NEUTRAL
in its police action there to ar-
rest "lterrorists

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has repeatedly said that
arrest culprits even if they be-
longed to her party, but why
this criticism? Her Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim reportedly
said.” "We want to end this ter-
rorism at any cost.. . If need be
the student wings of all politi-
cal parties should sit the Home
Minister and prepare list of ter-
rorist in their respective sides.”

Mr. Nasim's comment has
two sides. One. admission that

political parties harbour goons .

and two, good intention is there

no guideline wha will take the -
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for nupr'emac?' which has links
o extortion [rom construction
or from shopowners near the

C 8." he said.
1: readers turn pages of the

yesteryears. they will find
words and actions have so far
remained tunc ., but only
have switched sides. Does his-
tory in its wrong perspective,
have to repeat itself in
Bangladesh a natlion born
with the blood of three million
martyrs? It is a nation where
Noor Hossain and some others
sacrificed their blood and fu-
ture as Lhey cried out "democ-
racy. dembocracy pleasé.”

Will Sheikh Hasina and Be-
gumn Zia honour them today and
disband their student fronts?
Will they honour them today by
handing over "armed cadres" to

ing Lo battles

police  tor stern action? Will
they hold the Holy Quran and
say Bangladesh is [ree from
student violence?”

The answer by all chance
will frustrate us as this appeal
will go unheeded. but the prime
minister has to take the first
step as  she is running the
country. She has to take her op-
ponent into confidence by ar-
ranging a face-to-face meeting
instead of not being in talking
terms

It is clear that the Awami
and the BNP hold the future
key of this country, but politi-
cal considerations and poor
advice take over practical or re-
alistic approach to issues.

The BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and
former finance mmister Saifur
Rahman has finally extended
hands of cooperation to the
government. Let no one miss or
spoil this opportunity. Some
ﬁeuplr b-clllcvc llhalf:yhlich:“

ave a role to play Ing a
political and giving up the pan*
els which they represent in
their respective l:u::.::l]:1 elections.
For politicians they irre-
lpun.fib!el cnmmcnt? that help
spark violence just for political
gains, paying little heecr?g na-
tional interest.

Some also believe that "
anti-Bangladesh forces” become
active whenever some de-
cisions are taken by the main
ﬂ:‘m& wltil;'lhtthc objective of

tro country’'s future
S widents “""

The Daily Star and other
newspapers reported recently
that JCD beat up students sup-

for a simi-
to her po-
litical counterparts in BNP. as
the one she made to the black

a clear
did or

the venom
rivalry

;

Politics is about dialogue
and public - Our's is per-
haps the country in the
world where the two most im-
portant leaders are not even in
the talking terms. However one
may put it, it is a shame.

are over, can we a more
rﬂ.ltuﬂi:apprnachtn tics

the two leading 5:2] b’
ties? Here we like to w

for be-
;;}tam:mnuabowhhm
Y perspective in making his
suggestion.
Whether the PM makes any
dramatic gesture. or whether
the ruling party and the opposi-
tion BNP for a more coop-
erative political relationship.
. the bottom line is that some-
thing in that direction will
have to be done. We would like
to underscore just one point,
politics as we are seecing, is
ominous. it has to stop, if we are
t?pvtan;cm
of geriuin Wari to mowve
ﬂmcmwrhrﬂr%l?g

and then came the episode of

laking centrol the BCL of
residential halls, heating up the
carmpus.

since 1990, the Dhaka Uni-
versity Central Students Union
elections have not been held
sibly in fear of a BLOOD-
ATH. but if the major ies
nominate students instead of
armed cadres, then the univer-
sity's politics will definitely
change for -
The violence has also oon-
tributed to brain-drain and

B adesh is losi its best
hﬂi for the .

t of a
Sretes Wl sty T Wt

According to a 1991 st of
Dhaka Urlln#.':rlﬂ}r'l Innmtﬁ?gr of
Statistical Research and Learn-
ing, 37 cent of students said
the political parties were the
main force behind campus vio-
lence. while 40 per cent blamed
teachers. which repeat
denied. i

As a former student of the
Dhaka University and as a citi-
zen of Bangladesh | can on

that our politicians wi
come to their good senses and
ts:vt this nation from destruc-
Ml.

Please [free us from this cycle
of violehice, crude and sense
politics ‘_{I;I; for sake of state
power. pledges so that
Lthe new generation learn
to speak truth.

I would like to repeat a
comment al days ago by
an Indian artist on Star
Movies: "Be practical, not polit-
ical” in .major national issues.
please.

The writer is Special Corre-

spondent with Agence France-
Presse H.FI;; Dhaka

T T T

Sir, During the regime of
former presidg
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia, BTV was called the 'Sha-
heb-Bibi-Golam' box and the
‘Bibi-Golam' box respectively,
because it was all that tele-
vision then wor as a propa-
ganda machine for the ng
party, while ignoring the oppo-
sition es. To ensure neu-
trality and improve the quality

of programmes, it was agreed

that will be turned into an
autonomous body which the
Fr:vinua BNP government
ailed to do. :

This issue was among the
main campaign agenda of the
Awami League and they
promised to better the _ﬂdutln%
situation. At present, | do no
wish to criticise the overall -

draw

. formance-of BTV. but only

attention to one important as-
pect. BTV at present does not
seem to maintain any pro-
ramme schedule. Nobody
ows when a programme —
scheduled to start at nine o'-
clock — will actually begin.
Programmes which should end
before the ten o'clock news drag
on and on towards midnight.
Then, if two programmes are
scheduled to be shown after the
ten o'clock news, it i{s quite im-
possible to know which one of
them will be telecast.
Do the BTV authorities take

- us for idiots who remain
e pres

ir TV sets as long as they
are on air? Introd the tele-

casts of the parliament sessions
has made the situation worse. |
do not think that BTV has ever
stooped so low as it has in re-
cent times, not even d Er-
shad's regime. Such anarc
cannot and should not be toler-
ated in a civilised nation aspir-
ing to improve its lot. I there-
fore urge the BTV authorities to
prepare a proper amme
achl;duln amrc nhr;;:ﬂby it
strictly.

Wasiur Rnhnmn

- 38, Sh

Dhaka-1217 .

Ershad and:

Removal of extra
bumper from vehicles

Sir, 1 fully with the
coments of Mr Mustaq
Ahmed, FCA and professor Nu-
rul Hoque on the recent direc-

tives of Dhaka Metropolitan

Police (DMP) con re-
moval of extra bu Tomy
motor vehicles as published in
The Daily Star on 20-8-96. I
have such a bumper with my
personal car too. At least three
times | could save my car’s orig-
inal bumipex and headlights be-
cause of this very useful extra
bumper. The reckless drivers of
ever-increasing rickshaws and
baby-laxies always to over-
take each other and thus come
very close to the passing vehi-
cles. In such activities quite of-
ten they entangle their mmud-
gll:m'ds and bodies with those of
the vehicles and cause serious
to them. '
I am sure our DMP are fully
aware of this situation. 1 would
like to salute the person who
invented this most useful gadget
and request the authority to er-
courage the use of such extra

. bumpers to minimise motor

damages and save our valuable
foreign currencies being spent
on import of spare parts. A sin-
gle notice will suffice to ensure
prominent display of number-
lates from within the extra
mpers if in any case ob-
struction to the number plates
has been caused by such
bumpers. If sincerely desired
the relevant Motor Ve Act
can be amended.,
In this connection | would
like to draw the kind attention
of the traffic authority to the

' numerous violations of traffic

rules that are constantly occur-
ring on the roads of our cities.
M rickshaws having same
nmu s are always plying on.

never ply on in lines. The
baby-taxies simply don't care.
They are constantly medling
amongst all the traffic in their
own wa mm a lot of acci-
dents. Many including
even some of DMPs have been
constantly emitting poisonous

g:?m hhﬁn;thﬂ?ﬁﬂrult

horns at their peak and damag-
ing our ear drums. All these are

happening right before the nose
of our traffic police. Are these

not n ce of their duties? [
shall ore request the au-
thority to give more attention

to these problems rather than
wasting
are helping the public.

Dr M Myser Ali
B-5. Road-23, i
Dhaka-1213 Sapan

b

God save us

Sir, We have gone through a
news item wherein your good
self has asked for opinion on
improvement of law and order
situation. We want to make the
following suggestions to you in
this regard:

A special team of officers
drawn from the police intelli-
gence and army intelligence

+should be constituted in every

district of the country under
whom plain clothed persons
should allowed to go about
in volatile locality of each
city. These persons can easily
ﬂlrlld out from a corner Ean
shop or the area %-occry shop
as to who are the mischief
mongers. These plain clothed
persons in turn, will immedi-
ately react to their calls. Their
bosses in turn, will be having
upto date mobile cars authority
to tackle this situation. This

.team should not be under an
police station because the offi-

cers of the police station are
alleged to be involved with
these terrorists who are
known to the officers.
The district administration
should give public neotices in
all newspapers to furnish
names of mastans and toll col
lectors in each and every lo-
cality of the respective areas.
The task force should then
start their own discrete inves-
tigations into these names.
Representatives of Chamber
of Commerce and leading citi-
zens should be involved in task
force of every district whose
meeting must be held donce ev-
ery month. This task force can
be called Citizen -+ Police
Liaison Committee.
Under no circumstances,
litical interference should
allowed in the Police de-
partment and if this can be
sustained, then country will
industrialist, ¥ I catch a mas-

red .
tt.t:‘u w ice . tgl ;El}rg 'ﬁ'ﬂ!

time on issues which

mastan arrested only to [lind
that he has be®n released the
very next day on bail and
again threatening me.

The writer is an industrial-
ist and in his area (in
Chittagong)., the mastans are
highly active and even though
the police knows about these
mastans, they are not taking
any action whatsoever. In areas
like Stadium Road and Jamal
Khan lane at Chittagong. peo-
ple cannot go alone on a rick-
shaw or king after 10 pm
with the threat of his/her los-
ing watches, jewellery, etc. It
would be worthwhile to have
male/female police go as de-
coys and trap these minor
street urchins red handed and
thus save the innocent citizens
from this nightmare.

I sincerely hope and believe
that if the top bosses are hon-
est m?d - fearing and are
really 'sincere, then there is no
reason whey law and order sit-

uation cannot improve. It is a

known fact that every other

day trucks come to

g;z.aa.r and Enayat Bazaél;l ;lj't
ittagong carrying smu
oods. Don't you think the
ommissioner of Police in

Chittagong knows this. GOD
. SAVE USs.
A Concerneéd Citizen.
Appeal to Education
. Minister
Sir. At least for 5 to 6 years

the job of a primary school
teacher has, it is learnt, been
made a non-transferable one
beyond the local limit of his or
her home district. This rule has
created hindrances and incon-
venience in leading their fam-
ily life peacefully by the hus-
band and wife, each being pri-
mary school teacher ang Ec
longing to separate home-dis-
tricts.

The primary teachers are too
poor to bear the expenses of
scattered family — with the wife
along with the children in a
place and the husband in an-
other. It is not a case onl
among the couples who are bot
teachers rathef‘ also to a female
primary school teacher mar-
ried eit to a businessman of
another district or to a serviee
holder whose job is by nature
non-transferable. Suppose, a
husband is a lecturer in a pri

vate nnlleﬁe whose is by nl-
ture non-transfera or a hus-

—————— — = i —
- - - w=_zua -
—— —————— =
e - - — = E
= e -

band who works in an NGO
which has no branch in the
district where his wife is a pri-
ma_rl_{] school teacher
us if the job of a primary
school teacher remains stag-
nant in his or her own district,
how is it possible to have a mar-
ital life with his or her hus-
band? Moreover, it increases
gaps between them and weaken
their tie. It is mentionable here
that, in other government ser-
vices the husband and wife en-
joy privileges Lo be translerred,
as 1near as possible. to each
other from different districts.
In this perspective, it is nec-
essary to make the job of a pri-
mary school teacher transfer--
able. Such transfers may be

. made at the option of a teacher

whose spouse holds a non-
transferable service or business
beyond his or her own district.
So, on behalf of the suffering
couples, | earnestly request to
the Education Minister to
kindly make the said job a
trans?:rahle one.

Md Al Mamun
347. Zahurul Haq Hall,
Dhaka University. Dhaka-1000

Task Force or Dead

Force?
5ir, The Home Ministry has
formed a Task Force in August
to nab the terrorists, miscre-
ants etc., in a bid to improve the
law and order situation in the
country. The convenor of this

Task Force is sup to be an
additional secreta of the
Home Ministry. This Task

Force has two telephones and a
fax number and a fax number
and members of the public have
been asked to contact these
numbers for passing on their
suggestions and opinion for
improvement of law and order.
It can be interpreted that the
law and order situation is so
bad that the mment had to
form a Task Force. Be as it may,
we were very enthusiastic about
it and sent two fax me on
behalf of the residents of the lo-
cality bringing to the notice of
the Task Force the existence of
A drug-den and the resultant
nuisance that normally accom-
such clandestine business
As law-abiding, tax-paying citi-
zene of this country. we ap-
ed to the convenor of the
ask force to look into the
matter and expected redress.
But to our disappointment,
about three weeks have passed

with me ¥1 ex
concern 1or

some stireefs of Dhaka city
[apparently those which are not

used by the VIPs of our country).
Despile repeated
fof news, complaints, pictures)
on this topic, the authorities
concerried are opting to remain
silent.

by and absolu has
been done so ﬁt;'ly'['hc

drug business continues as the

law-a le of the local-
ity groans. |s the Home Min-
istry really interested in

cleaning up the -mess or the
Task Force is another propa-
ganda?

Mian
E Road, Dhaka- 1205

g

cans and other
SOIrTOWS

Sir, | am sure you will ?frec
ssing my deep
€ 'sorry’ state of

publications

If the current rainy spell

continues, | am sure anyone can
foresee a disastrous flood
problem in some parts of the
capital city itself in the not-too-
distant future.

Moreover, open manholes,
ditches and dug-out holes "hid-
den' under rainwater can turmn
out to be extremely Qazardous
for pedestrians, cyclists, mo-
torcyciists and rickshaw-
pullers.

To avate the situation
there is the problem of 'g '
lying about despite the exis-
tence of huge garbage diansa]
bins or cans in some local
points of the city (they are very
eye-catching being vellow in
colour and big in size)! We fail to
see these 'bins' in the roads of
Jigatola, Rayerbazar, Moham-
madpur and Lalmatia (to name
a few non-VIP roads) Mixed
with stagnant rain water, these
garb virtually turn the at-
mns;.ﬁ:rt into a 'hazardous
zone . But it seems that the city
dwellers now consider this un-
hygienic air a part of their daily
diet! For how long? We surely
deserve a healthier, and fresher
environment. | implore upon
those concermed to do some
thing in this regard immedi-
ately

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
House No. 27 Rood No. 2
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka- | 205



