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Arsenic pollution in Bagerhat

More falling sick, medical

-~ team yet to be sent

Deadly arsenic pollution of
sub-soil water is threatening
the lives of thousands of people
in Bagerhat and some adjoining
districts, according to Public
Health Department officials in
Bagerhat reached over tele-
phone.

One person, Anil Krishna
Das, 60, and his son Shyamol
Das. 22. of Fakirhat in Bagerhat
died from arsenic peisoning on
March 25 and August 1 re-
spectively. Shyamol was earlier
taken to Calcutta for treatment
and doctors there found high
levels of arsenic in his blood.

Following a series of com-
plaints from people of Fakirhat
thana and other areas of
Khulna, the district Public
Health Department (PHD) re-
cently tested samples of water
collected from 14 shallow tube-
wells in Fakirhat and Bagerhat
thanas and detected serious ar-
'senic contamination in five of
these tubewells.

These tubewells have been
sealed and local people adviced
to use water of deep tubewells
only. No arsenic contamina
tion was detected in the water of
deep tubewells but their number
is few in the region.

The local PHD has been in-
structed by the higher authori-
ties to sink new deep tubewells
wherever necessary to avoid the
dire consequences of arsenic
Euiannmg. Jamaluddin Ahmed

xecutive Engineer of the De-
partment in Bagerhat told The
Daily Star over the telephone

By Shahrier Khan

yesterday.

There are 2228
tubewells and only 53 deep
tubewells in the Fakirhat
thana. The PHD is yet to take
any step to test samples of water
from most of these shallow
tubewells.

Jamaluddin said that man

ple were found sick in dif-
erent villages of Lockpur
union, Bill Jong union. Nalda
Moubhogh union and Fakirhat
union under Fakirhat thana.

Mohammad Reza, a resident
of Fakirhat told The Daily Star
over telephone that the gov-
ernment should immediately
send a medical team in the area.
He said he had personally vis-
ited some houses in those
unions and found one or more
sick persons at each of those.

Jamaluddin further said
that reports of skin diseases
which could be caused by ar-
senic poisoning had first drawn
the attention of the PHD offi-
cials earlier this year. Such
cases were also reported from
Khulna district and it is as-
sumed that arsenic pollution
might have taken place also
there.

Till July last, the only way
of testing presence of arsenic in
water was lo send samples to
Lhe Atomic Energy Commission
in Dhaka, Alter the higher au
thorities were informed ol the
maters the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) provided some
equipment to the Khulna Public
Health Department on July last
for testing samples of water.

shallow

The PHD officials however
could not say anything about
the cause of the contamination.
‘It can not be caused by indus-
trial llution,” Jamaluddin
said. "because there is no indus-
try in the affected vil a

"Moreover, we found no ar-
senic contamination in the wa-
ter of different ponds in the af-
fected areas.” he added.

The Executive Engineer
noted that the health depart-
ment did not encourage the peo-
ple to drink water from ponds
as an alternative arrangement
since those might spread water-
borne diseases “We are en-
{'ﬂuriyzlng drinking of water
from deep tubewells,” he said.

Meanwhile, Probe news
agency, quoting a recent report

ublished in Calcutta's leading

angla daily Anandabazar Pa-
trika, said that sub-soil water
in seven districts ol West Bengal
in India was polluted with ar:
senic because of being exposed
to arsenic-enriched rocks in the
region.

One million people are suf
fering in those districts, border
ing Bangladesh. Those include
Asokenagar. Deganga, Baruipur
and Dhapdhapi.

The West Bengal government
in its bid to fight arsenic pollu-
ton recently sought assistance
from the World Bank (WB). Two
World Health Organisation
(WHO) S are NOW wo _
in West Bengal on behalf of the
WB for a survey on arsenic pol-
lution. the report said.

The Baily Star

Kudrat-e-Khuda Commission
Report needs modification

By Mizan Al

The Kudrat-e-Rhuda Com-
mission Report (KCR) has to un-
dergo some changes in view of
the modern technological ad-
vancement and also take note
of the ch s in the basic
principles of the state, before
the recommendations of the re-
port are implemented, observed
some educationists and senior
government officials.

The ruling Awami
its election manifesto, p
"significant changes in the
whole system of education in
the t of the Kudrat-e-Khuda
Shikkha Commission” report
and promised a modern scien-
tific education policy for the
country.

The commission's report
was based on the four basic
Erim:ipltu of post independent

angladesh — democracy, so-
cialism, secularism and na-
tionalism. “In all spheres of ed-
ucation the successful reflec-
tion of the four principles of the
state has to be ensured.” the re-
port recommended

Abdullah Harun Pasha. Sec-
retary. Ministry of Education
said, "Some changes and modi-
fication are necessary in the re-
port to tune it with time.”

It was published in May 1974
during the first Awami League
government in the post-inde-
mcnnl Bangladesh and was

as Bangladesh Educa
tion Commission Report
(BECH].

The chairman of the Univer-
sity Grants Commission, talk-
ing to The Daily Star said,
"Some changes have to made in
the KCR to accommodate the
need of the modern times

Bangladesh College-Univer-
sily Teacher's Assoclation

ue, in

printed two editions of the
abridged version of the com-
mission report one in 1984 and
the other in 1986.

Dr M Akhtaruzzaman. a DU
senate member and teacher at
the Botaréy Department told
The Daily Star, that the “"educa-
tion Et:)li«‘:*_;|r should be made on
the basis of principles laid
down in the reﬂm into
consideration the global chan-
ges and advancement made in
various sectors during the last
two decades.”

Dr Zaman, who is also the
resident of Bangladesh Col-
ege-University Teachers' Asso-

ciation said, "the government
will have to distinguish be-
tween commercialisation of ed-
ucation and its privatisation.”

The government has to play
a vital role in the education sec-
tor by nationalising the educa-
tional institutions, he said
“This would not necessarily
mean turning them into gov-
ernment institutions ”

The education secretary said
that the government was al-
ready very supportive to the

non-governmental educational
institutions and its su rt in

the future would depend on
some principles to be outlined

by the government

Demands for reform in the
education sector has always
remained the focal point in all
the democratic movement
the country. the commission
report mentions in its preface.
adding "restructuri uFlrhr ed-

ucation system is the primary

responsibility before the nation

at this early stage of the Inde-
pendence.”

of

BNP procession

today

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Part}]; (BNP) Dhaka city unit
will bring out a cﬂluurﬂ);l ro-
cession today from central of-
fice at Naya Paltan marking the
18th founding anniversary of
the party. Dhaka city acting
%:nera.l ary Kazi Abul

asher requestet all ward and
thana units to join it from re-
spective areas with processions,
reports BSS,

Campaign banned
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tion meeting or join procession
in byelection areas gluring the
period.

Nobody will also be allowed
to let loose terrorism or indulge
in acts of indiscipline or intim-
idate those associated with by-
election process.

Violators of the prohibition
will be subject to two to seven
years' imprisonment with fine.

The Commission has also
imposed a total ban on playing
of motorbike, autorickshaw,
microbus, jeep, pick-up vans on
roads and mechanised boat and
speedboat in waterways from 6
am Tuesday till 6 am Friday in

all the thanas where byelec-
tions will be held.

However, the restriction will
not be applicable for the vehi-
cles of contesting candidates.
persons having legal identity
cards, polling agents, election
observers, journalists and polls
officials and emergency ser-
vices.

It also imposed a ban on car-
gdng licenced arms from Tues-

ay midnight to Saturday
midnight in the areas.

Finance Bill

passed

The Jatiya Sangsad last
night passccf the Finance Bill,

1996 by voice vote in amended

form to give effect to the finan-

cial proposals of the govern-

ment, reports BSS.

The Bill, piloted by Finance
Minister S A M S Kibria, will
come into force with effect from
July 1, 1996.

According to the amend-
ments, sub-section (3) of Sec-
tion 11 of the Income Tax Ordi-
nance, 1984 has been substi-
tuted by a newly adopted text —
“An accountant member shall
be a person who is a commis-
sioner of taxes or who has prac-
ticed professionally for a period
of not less than eight years as a
chartered accountant or cost
and management accountant or
who has practiced profession-
ally for a period of not less than
20 $ as an income tax prac-
titioner within the meaning of
Section 174 (2) (f)."

Dacoity at
Khilgaon

By Staff Correspondent

Decoits reportedly decamped
with valuables worth more
than Tk 70 thousand from a
house at Khilgaon in the city
yesterday.

Mostafizur Rahman, an offi-
cer of Shilpa Bank and the
owner of the house alleged that
the dacoits entered his house at
464 Khilgaon by breaking the
lock and decam with goods
includln%k gold ornaments,
watches, Tk 11 thousand, three
international passports, a
number of prize bonds and

,share certificates.

Akhteruzzaman
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Parliament who have already
demonstrated their sentiment
against the member.”

The Speaker said people ir-
respective of their political af-
filiation had been stunned and
hurt by the remarks of Akh-
teruzzaman. Newspapers have
published editorials and letters
on this matter.

The Speaker said he wanted
to submit a complete report on
such an important matter
which needs some more time.
He said he would submit his re-
port with recommendations in
next session of Parliament,

Democracy has been estab-
lished in different countries by
overcoming challenges against
parliamentary 'norms, culture
and decorum, he said.

Ctg 1 & 13

From Page 1

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia made a hectic elec-
tioneering campaign at Mirer-
sharai for two days till August
31 addressing a series of elec-
tion rallies seeking vote for her
candidate M A Jinnah who won
the seat in the 1991 parliamen-

tary polls.

Awami League leaders in-
cluding Water Resources Minis-
ter ur Razzak also launched
a campaign at Mirersharai for
AL candidate Mosarraf Hossain
who was defeated by Begum Zia
in June 12 polls.

In Chittagong—13 con-
stituency, the wife of former
minister Oli Ahmed. Momtaz
Begum, contesting with BNP
ticket is likely to face a neck-to-
neck battle with Awami ue
candidate Nazrul Islam
Chowdhury who was defeated in
the June 12 polls.

PM: Fish

Froim Page 1

ested in nurturing the resources
or increasing production.

"So we think that the water-
bodies should be given to the
genuine fishermen's organisa-
tions and the waterbodies will
be distributed on the basis of
the motio: the man with the net
will be the possessors of water-
bodies,” she said assuring that
the fisheries department would
extend its technical assistance
to the real fishermen.

Though there are about
seven lakh hectares of fallow
waterbodies which are highly
potential for pisciculture,
Hasina said. the average fish
production is lower in compari-
son to other fish-producing
countries.

Shrimp has become an im-
portant resource of this coun-
try. shrimp and fish resources
reached third tion in earn-
i? foreign exchange, she said,
adding that there are vast land

for shrimp culture. but average
shrimp output is lower.
erring to marine fishing,
the Prime Minister said produc-
tion in this sector had in-
creased, but a lot of resources in
this sector remained intact for
extraction.
"Our seafish need to be pro-

Fortnight

tected from the poaching by
foreign fishermen.” she said
disclosing that riverine police
and Coasl- ualzd will be
strengthened lor this

Finance Minister ﬁaﬂ ASM
Kibria said this government
had laild emphasis on private-
sector investment and would
give importance to private ini-
tiative for increasing fish pro-
duction.

Increase of fish production
is not only important for nutri-
tion but also important for in-
come generation, he said invit-
ing more private investment in
this sector.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
gave away awards to various
personalities and organisa-
tions for their valuable contri-
bution toward fish research and
pisciculture in the country.

The awardees included for-
mer vice-chancellor of My-
men culture Univer-
sity Pro Aminul Huq, Dr
M Yusuf Ali, Maj (retd) Akh-
taruzzaman MP, Alhaj Abul
Kashem, Alhaj Nazir Ahmed
and Bangladesh Television.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated a fortnight fish exhibi-
tion at the BARC premises. She
also released fish fry in the
Ganobhaban lake on this occa-
sion.

Review Taher murder case,
JSD (Inu) urges PM

The Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal USD-hu{mtcrda assured
Prime Minister Shei Hasina
that they would extend their
wholehearted support if her
government sincerely took
steps to rectify past misdeeds,
reports UNB.

Exch ng views with her
in the afternoon the JSD lead-
ers advised the Prime Minister
to combat terrorism which is
essential for building the econ-
omy.

In the mee:tinF. second in a
row with the itical parties,
as a part of Prime Minister's
move to take views of others in
running the country, Hasina
talked to the presidium mem-
bers of JSD (Inu).

Sheikh Hasina held a simi-
lar meeting with the central
leaders of the Communist Party
of Bangladesh (CFB) on Satur-

da

__Dr Anwar Hossain, JSD pre-
sidium member and brother of
Col (Retd) Abu Taher,
l;{ia gratiljtudt to Prime Minister

asina for recognisi valiant
freedom fighter TELhuE]Ig for the
first time.

The JSD leaders urged the
Prime Minister to review the
case of the killing of Col Taher.

Prime Minister Hasina,
seeking coo tion and advice
of political leaders, said the
country ran out of track in last
21 years.

"We got an opportunity to
serve the country and we will

utilise every moment for the
welfare of the people.”

Stressing the need for a
combined and united effort,
Hasina reiterated that she
wanted to do something for the
people and to build the country.

Parliament tidbits
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members remained vacant
while the second sitting started
with only six members of BNP
and one of the Jamaat present
and none sitting in the front
row of the Opposition. Later,
they were joined by Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Prof
Badruddoza Choudhury, former
Speaker Shaikh Razzak All and
some other BNP legislators,
raising their number to 22.

* Kk *
All' the Treasu bench
members including Leader of

the House Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina were seen laugh-
ing and thumping their desks
for several minutes together af-
ter the Finance Bill was passed

voice vote. Foreign Minister

us Samad Azad and some
other ruling party lawmakers
were seen thum their tables
with both of their hands.

During the voice-vote, a sin-

gle 'No' a BNP legislator
t a thunderous ¢ s of
es' caused laughter in the
House,
* * K

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury expressed his spe-
cial thanks to Col (retd)
Shawqgat Ali, the Chairman of
the JS S al Committee, for
mnﬂh!ﬁ Whip of the Sangsad

n i
Abul HaanatPAbdullah rose to
tell the Epeaker in a lighter
vein, "You've thanked the

Chairman of the ecommittee and

not its members like us."

A smiling Speaker re-

sponded, "I've given special
anks to all the members of

the committee through
Chairman.”
* ok ok '
As soon as the Speaker gave
floor to Zinat Hossain to speak
on her motion on the Finance
Bill, most of the members were
seen having their looks on the
Jatiya Party MP. They stared at
her so long Zinat spoke.
* Kk x :
The ruling Awami League
lawmakers shouted in prgtest
when Maj (retd) Akhtaruzz?nan
stood up to demand the floor
soon after the Speaker told the
House that he would submit a
complete report in the next ses-
sion of the parliament on the

its

BNP legislator's recent act of
thr abuses to the Chair.
The House was adjourned

amid hue and cry by the an
Treasury bench members. ~

Soon after the adjournment
announcement was made, sev-
eral BNP lawmakers were seen

to the Treasury bench and
talking to their colleagues
there.

Former Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali was seen talking to
the Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Foreign Minister Abdus

Samad Azad, Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed and others for quite
sometime.
* ok

Like other days, most of the
AL members were seen
the daily — Dainik Rupali
owned by their party MP
Mostafizur Rahman. Another
-daily, Dainik Al-Amin. owned
by lawmaker Magbul Hos-
sain, is also often seen on the
desks of the Treasury bench.

"I failed as I was

: From Page 1
trator. 1 could have learnt from
her." He, however, added, "My
party will never support BNP."
When a newsman pointed
out that there was no last word
in politics, he said, "Yes, you are
ﬂﬁ! t. But we will not support
BNP. That is our thinking now."

Asked how lﬂn%1 would
Jatiya Party support the Awami
League government, he replied
"For the next five years”. At one
stage, he remarked that there
was “more political metry"
between his p and the BNP.

Ershad said that the greatest
mistake he had made was to
dissolve the parliament of
1986. "The Awami League did
the right thing lw coming to
that parliament. Why the BNP
did not come. | do not know."

He said he could have stayed
in power for a long time with
the participation ol the major
opposition Awami ue in the
lg% parliament and dissolving
it was his "most incorrect deci-
sion.”

He said negotiations were
carried out by some Major Gen-
erals with both the Awami

e and the BNP for b

them to that Parliament. There
was some 'division of seats' be-
tween the two ies unoffi-
cially for their icipation in
the 1986 elections, t later
only Awami ¢ came, he
na.lg. "AL's decision to join that
parliament was an act of politi-
cal wisdom," he added.

Ershad recalled that Awami
LeaB%uc’u decision to join the
1986 parliament was conveyed

- to him at 3 am by Dr Kamal

Hossain. .
Asked why did he engage
military personnel in political
negotiations, avoiding his
arty people, he said, "I did not
ave politicians then."

He refuted reports that he
had given money to any politi-
cal party to encourage partici-
pation in the 1986 election.

"The accusation that I had
given financial support is to-
tally wrong," he emiphasised.

Ershad was critical of the
'role’ of former army chief Lt
Gen (rtd) Nooruddin Khan when
he step down from M
would have never gone to jail.
Nooruddin could have played a
better role." He said he had ap-
pointed Nooruddin as chief of
army staff because he liked
him, although he belonged to
the Engineering Corps which
was not a fighting corps.

He said he did not want to
comment now on the role of
former ac president Justice
Shahabudd&in Ahmed regardi
his (Ershad’'s) being arrest
and sent to jail after his fall.
He., however, stated "There was
tremendous pressure on Justice
Shahabuddin "for my arrest.”

In reply to other guestions,
the former president said he
was not involved in any
killings and that the Manzur
murder case was initiated
former army chief Lt General
S M Nasim.

He was bitter about his
colle es and said, "Everyone
whom I trusted betrayed me. So
mangupe::ple took favour from
me,

t betrayed my trust.”

too soft'

formerarimy chief who later be-

was nice to me. He did not trust

tion about a

leave the coun
president smil
will never
afraid for
the soil of Bangladesh."

Ershad said he was opti-
mistic about the future. "I would
never go back to jail. | am con-
fident, 1 will get bail in all the
cases. | have suffered a lot with-
out having any fault.”

Asked if he would make a
mercy petition to the President,
if he was not acquitted of the
charges against him by the
higher courts, he replied "I will
not seek mercy. I could have
done that before."

About his position on the
August 15, 1975 incident the

came president relied, "on that
day | was in Delhi. I have great
respect for Bangabandhu. But |
could not do an about the
trial of his killers because there
were strong pressure groups in

my lfm}r

e ed a question on 'dif-
ferences' between him and his
wife Roushan, who is also an

MP, as rcgnrl.ed in the press.
Ershad said there were lot of

things he is going to say later,
T;ﬁ% will be pungunhcdy in his

Asked if he has started work
on his book. he replied, "I can-
not write now because [ will
need documents which are not
with me".

About late president Ziaur
Rahman, he said, "General Zia

others but trusted me."
Res to another gques-
an r to
, the former
and said "]
go abroad. | am not
my life. 1 will die on
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Rahman yesterday marking the founding anniversary of the party

— Star photo

By-election to
Habiganj-2
Oct 15

By-election to Habiganj-2
constituency will be held on Oc
tober 15, the Election Commis
slon announced yesterday. re
ports LINB

The parliament seat fell va
cant with the death of rulin
party MP Sharifuddin Ahmet

on Augusl 6

September 16. The nomination
papers will be scrutinished by
the returning officer the follow

on October 15,

2 more cos listed
with CSE

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 1: Two
more companies have been
listed up in Chittagong Stock
Exchange. According to a CSE
source, these companies are:
Eagle Star Textiles and Alltex
Industries Limited.

With the listing
companies, the number of listed
companies in CSE rose to 74.

Husband

From Paye 1

Bipul and Runa who hail
from Pabna district. golt mar-
ried about one year ago follow-
g a love affair.

Police arrested Bipul and
filed a murder case against him.
The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.

VC meets
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legedly locked by BCL activists
r they had "captured” the
hall and closing of the road be-
tween the F Rahman hall and
Mohsin hall which was made
breaking the boundary wall af-
ter the occupation of Moshin
hall by BCL.

JCD DU unit president AM B
Mosarraf Hossain while talk-
in,% to The Daily Star said, "we
will continue our strike pro-
gramme till the six-point de-
mand is met.”

Meanwhile, JCD yesterday
exempted the cash section of the
registrar building of the univer-
sity from the strike for the day
and for today for the collection
of salary by the teachers and
employees.

he BCL leaders in their
meeting assured the acting VC
all cooperation for restoring
normalcy on the campus. They
said they would welcome any
decision taken by the VC for
restoring congenial academic
atmosphere in the university.
The Vice Chancellor re-
guested the leaders of the GCO
to mediate for holding a joint
meeting of BCL, JCD and the

university authorities. The GCO
leaders told the VC they will let
him know tomorrow if there is

any progress in this regard.

ter the meeting with the
VC, the GCO leaders had infor-
mal talks with the leaders of
JCD and BCL. Both the student
groups accepted the proposal for
a joint meeting, GCO leaders
told this correspondent.

The VC, in his meeting with
the DUTA leaders discussed the
overall situation at the univer-
sity. The DUTA leaders urged
the VC to take immediate mea-
sures to flash out armed terror-
ists from the residential halls
irrespective of their party affil-
iations and to resume classes
and examinations as early as
possible.

Later. the Dhaka University
Syndicate at an emergency
meeting yesterday sought the
cooperation of all concerned to
restore academic atmosphere
on the campus.

The meeting was held at the
VC house at 7:30 pm with the
acting VC in the chair.

The members of the Syndi-
cate urged the acting VC to go
ahead with the process he had
already started so that bonafide
students of the halls could re-
side lly.
meeting requested the
VC to take necessary steps for
removing the inconveniences
caused by the closure of the ad-
ministrative building, bank
and the library due to the JCD

called strike.

According 1o the bypoll
schedule: the last date ol sub
nilssion of nomination is

ing day,
The last date for withdrawal
of candidature Is September 23

while the voting will take place

|
|
|

Fresh areas in Rajshahi,
C'nawabganj flooded

From Our Correspondent

RA.JSHAHI. Sept 1. The

. overall flood situation in Ra

jshahi and Chapainawabgan
districts has further deterio
rated with the continued rise in
the water levels of the Padma
and Mohananda rivers.

More areas went under water
in these two districts in the last
24 hours. Road communication
between Chapainawabganj and
Shibgan| remains disrupted as
the road is under water at sev

eral Eolnlu_
The Rajshahi-Cha
painawabganj highway is also

. under water near Haripur. The

movemernt of heavy vehicles on
the highway has beeh sus-
pended from today.

According to the Cha-
painawabganj district adminis-
tration sources, about 600
square kilometer area of the
affecting about 70,000 people.

ecting a t : :
Standing crops in 5704 hectares
of land, 129 kms of kutcha
road. three kms of the flood
control dam, nine culverts and
59 educational and religious es-

Founding day
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mazar of shaheed president
Ziaur Rahman, the founder of
the party, and offered fateha.

She also inaugurated a photo
exhibition at the art gallarey of
Shilpakala Academy in the
morning.

Presided over by BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhui the discussion mecthF
was Y:?idr:snﬂ:d by A S
Mostafizur Rahman and Abdus
Salam Talukder, Dr S M Lutfur
Rahman, Dr Saidur Rahman,
Reazuddin Ahmed, Nazrul [s-
lam Khan and Rezabudaula
Chowdhury.

Pintu arrested

From Page 1

tively condemned the arrest of
Nasiruddin Pintu and de-
manded his release within the
next 24 hours. They also de-
manded the release of Sha-
hiduddin Chowdhury Anney,
the newly elected president of
the JCD central committee.

UNB adds: BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan Bhui-
yan yesterday strongly con-
demned the arrest of the acting
Ereaident of Jatiyatabadi

hhatra Dal (JCD), Nasiruddin
Pintu.

In a statement, Mannan
Bhuiyan said that the govern-
ment had resorted to repressive
measures against the BNP to es-
tablish a one-party rule.

He blamed the AL for carry-
ing out torture and repression
on BNP men, to destroy the
democratic process and elimi-
nate the nationalist forces from
the country.

tablishments were da:il?:d
The District Rel office
will distribute 58 metric tons of
rice and Taka 41,000 in cash.
The Ministry of Relief has allo-
cated one metric ton of rice. 100

tins of biscuits and Taka one
lakh

In Rajshahi. more areas in
Poba Godagari, Bagha,
Charghat, Bagmara, Rajpara

and Molihar thanas have gone
under water.

T'rust newspapers
to be privatised
soon, JS told

The government would dena-
lionalise, as soon as possible,
the state-owned newspapers
with a view to ensuring free
flow of information, State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu

Sayeed told the Jatiya Sangsad
yesterday, rm.ﬁﬂ
In a written r to a ques-

tion from Zafrul Is Chowd-
hury (BNP-Chitt . he said
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had already made an an-
nouncement to this effect in her
nation wide address on June

“ Khaleda

From Page 1

Khatun, 52, and lier son So-
laiman were attacked, she said
they were for life in the
hospital. %ﬂ constituen-
cies where by-election will be
held are to such
terrorist attacks, she said.

Begum Zia complained that
the local administrations in
the constituencies had been in-
structed by higher authorities
io work to make sure the
party candidates won the com-
ing electoral contest.

Reiterating BNP's commit-
ment to democratic ideals, Be-
gum Zia declared that her party
in association with people
would to the last to resist
fascism being foisted in the
couniry loday.

ADB plans

From Page 1
tion with NGOs.

Horayangura said the ADB
resident office would
strengthen its operation in
Ean%{adesh especially attach-
ing high priority 0 environ-
ment and social development
projects side 23' side financing
growth-oriented pr 1

Quamrul Chowdhury
phasised the need for ch
carefully NGOs and und
the need for a 'watch dog role in
ADB financed environmental
projects.

ure Alam underscored the
need for a better dissemination
of information about ADB-fi-
nanced projects.

em-

The qulkhwani of late Setara Zaman will be
held on Tuesday 3rd Sep '96 at 128 Gulshan
Avenue (opposite side of Azad mosque) after

the Asr prayers.

Setara Zaman, wife of Asad-uz-Zaman of 81
Segunbagicha, died of cardiac arrest on August
29 She was 66. She left behind her husband,

three sons, three daughters, grand children,

host of relatives.
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