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Russians seek buffer| Yeltsin withholds approval of
zone in Afghanistan | T ebed's peace pact for Chechnya

cial. would be off-limits to both
government forces and Tajik doibion D daet t& valid-
ity. saying it needed "additionai
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Lanka seeks foreign help
to fight terrorism

COLOMBO,

Sept 1: Sri Lanka minority Tamil community.
asked for for help to fight "We cannot yield to terror-
terrorisiy as DBritish Foreign  ism, Kadir said. “Terror-

gamar
Malcolm Rifkind left ims cannot be justified by any
here ::H. after condemni s

KABUL.. Afghanistan. Sept 1
A Russian Jdelegation asked the
Afghan government Saturday

GROZNY, Sept |1 A peace deal
for breakaw.y Chechnya hung

olficials on Thursday
All previous accords to ehd

Meanwhile, nearly all re-

militants. maining Russian and scparatist

to establish a 25 kilometre (15 Russian soldiers have been in doubt Suriday as President evaluation and assessment.’ the war have {ailed B this one forces pulled out Saturday from | political ;

mile] demilitarized zone along  sent to Tajikistan to boister the  Boris Yeltsin withheld his key The peace deal needs the ap-  veniures further than the oth- Grozivy . leaving the charred and | the tﬂlmi'. separatist T Rifikind who arrived here on
its northein border i an al overnment there and patrol  approval of the pact, signed by proval of Yeltsin. who sent ers on the key issue of Chech crumbling capital in the hands Tiger guerillas. reports AFP. Saturday on a brief visit as part
tempt to curb an lslamic upris- lghf border with Afghanistan. Russia's securitv chief and rebel troops into Chechnya In De- nya's political status commit- of joint Russiar-Chechen pa- Sri Lanka's Foreign Minis- of a five-nation Asian tour, ac-
ing in the C entral Asian state ol Most 1 Kabil say | leaders, to end the 21-month  cember Iﬂh;‘;-; to crush its inde- ting bnthb;j;ldta to t::solwniﬁfr trois as part of an earlier mili- ter Lakshman Kadirgamar said cused the island's w
Tajikistan, reports AP. cheervers war, re AP pendence bid. question by December 31, ] tary truce only "jeint action” would be ef- Tamil !

j.ﬁ. seven -member Russian alan s new ml Min- i Scatlered clavhes were re- veltsin spokesman Sergei Chechnya wants indepen- P — g ki fective against terrorism eration Tamil Eelam
delegation 111 the Alghan capi- ister Gulbuddin He 'g" is ported across rthe rayaged id the presi- dence from Russia. which i rz | whether such acts were in At- (LTTE) of staging terrorist at-
tal since last Thursday is press- unlikely \Lﬂh i'l'mF; the d “’l’“ ' mountainous republic Sunday. Lﬂ::rﬁ'gzﬁm ma detatled re- Moscow has said it will never ac:ﬁhu:a;dﬂu;; Viadimir | janta in Manchester. in Tokyo tacks
ing for the b iffer zone, accord-  ZONE. ¢ € enies But in other parts of Chech- . allow. : Tepresen- | or in the Sri Lankan capital
lnnﬁ to a government spokes- Afghanistan is gi aid to nya, the peace process moved port fm;mﬂl;n’ ;ﬁm But it wasn't clear whether mUHaﬁgm ‘ht:h{fgm]dtl'u . Colombo.” But unlike the United States
man. who ssked not to be Tajik militants, Hekmatyar gl w.rd Chechen rebels re- chcnm A the document aiters Chechnya's _ _ o° o !'hc“ ng | Rifkind short of dub-
identified. has also said it is a religious | 1.,..4 10 Russian prisoners in leummu is vacationing Current status, or whether it tmcmmm iﬂuu 5 Kadirgamar in a banquet bing the movement a “ter-

No decisior\ has been made,  Obligatien to support Musim- ' G, dermes, some 40 kilometres € hunting resort outside Outlines a mechanism for the S md“flm m'ﬂ“ | in honour of Rifkind rorist " and said
but few peopl: expect the gqv- led uprisings. (24 miles) east of Grozny, the In- ! 8 “rlf_:‘gd“u od himself d€Cision on Chechnya's 270 ° LeC "of Mr‘" 'ﬂ‘;? said Britain's initiative to pre-  there wasn't sufficient evidence
ernment to support the idea. "We have come to discuss bi- | terfax news agency ed. :mnw”h. i since putting him in  ®VeTelgnty rebiel fahiters Id:;w T.:’?:_}th vent the abuse of asylum and  to prosecute LTTE activists who

Russia claims Tajik mill-  jateral issues with the | Russian national security P { the Chgcuhat conflict It calls for a joint Russian- Bats Lgfhruul ek the sharing of expertise and in- operate dn office in Britain.
tants are using northern Alg-  authorities. discuss the s | chief Alexander Lebed and top  ¢harge o 10 Chechen commission to be cre- o usly. formation was watched "Cle they (the rebels)
hanistan as a s taging arcna for  of Tajikistan and the possibil- ' scparatist commander Aslan o0 Sagaes 1L ated by October 1 to fight crime Chechens also turned over | by Sri Lanka which is plagued have in terrorist activ-
their violent uprising against  jty of reo our embassy,” | Maskhadov signed a break- Yastrzhembsky said Lebed and rebuild Chechnya's shat an armed personnel carrier | by vielence. ities and we con-
Tajikistan's pro -Moscow gover-  said Evengini Mikhailousky, | through agreement Saturday and Maskhadov had made tered economy seized in an attack on Russian "Our t is looking demn that." Rifkind re-
nment. ' the head of the Russian delega- | declaring an end to the war, changes to the peace plan from Lebed said Chernomyrdin troops earlier this menth. when fgrward to exchanging views  porters here after a

It's not clear who would po- tion. which has killed more than the version Lebed worked out will hold a special government rebels seized Grozny in some of | with your on these m Presi-
lice the buffer zone which. ac- He refused to comment on | mﬂ]ﬂm& with Prime Minster Viktor meeting Monday to discuss the the worst fighting to date. Inter- valuable ." said - dent C Kumaratunga
cording to the government offi-  the proposal of a bufier zone. But s later. Yeltsin cast Chernomyrdin and other senior  peace pact. fax re | mar. a member of Sri Lanka's Saturday.

BICIEFLY

Swedish Queen Silvia delivers her s closing the
first World Congress Against Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children in Stockholm, on Saturday,
calling for increased “collaboration, coordination, and
cooperation” to end the children's plight.

— AFP/UNB photo

Kashmir blizzard death toll now 240:

The death toll from a devastated Hindu in the
Kashmir Himalayas has reached to 240, an spokesman
said today, AFP reports from Srinagar.

Kashmir governnient spokesman K B Jindial said the toll of
240 was the firial figure given by rescuers who ended a search
Sunday for more bodies on the blizzard-hit route to a Hindu
pilgrimage site in the Amarnath Cave.

[ (] ; & ,
Israeli FM in L2 srael's F Minister
David Levy flew to Egypt lor ks with President Hosni

to improve the atmosphere

Mubarak lfsmrday saying he ho
between the two countries for the sake of Middle East peace,
Reuter reporis from Jerusalem. ' ’
“This is an opportunity to brief the Egyptian president and to
have ... a general discussion about the entire and m 's
responsibility, together with Israel's respon ty
because it

peace process," said. .

-1 hI;p: that Ilmbe able to change the a
.we want to continue the peace process ... there must be a mutu-
ality," he told Israel radio before flying to Alexandria. '

Arafat for Arab League meeting:

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has requested an extrao

; meeting of the Arab e to discuss the of Is-
ragi control over Jerusalem and its i t on the peace g:;
cess, a Palestinian official said Saturday, AFP reports
Cairo.

- Arafat has asked Arab General Esmat Ab-
del Megid to set up the meeting of fo ministers from Arab
Le&:ﬁge countries and fix the date, the tinian representative
to League, Mohammed Sobeth, told AFP,

44 feared drowned in India:

At
least 44 people were feared drowned when their vessel capsised
in the Nagavalli river in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh,
the United News of India said
New Delhi.

It quoted official sources as saying the boat was c
some people, mainly tribes people, when it sank on Satur-
day. Six people swam to safety it said. '

Recent floods claim 355 in India:

At least 355 people have been killed and hundreds of thousands
rendered homeless in recent weeks as swollen rivers flooded
thousands of villages in three India states, domestic news
agencies sald Saturday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

Twenty four people were killed Saturday in the northern
state of Uttar Pradesh, taking the toll in the season's floods-
agarkferl heavy monsoon rains about two weeks ago — there to
198, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported. The Ganga, which
Hindus consider a holy river, wreaked havoc across the

sprawling state, inundating hundreds of villages, official said
in Lucknow, the Uttar PI?.dEEh capital.

Mudslide death toll 22 in Malaysia: me

death toll in a killer mudslide at a Malaysian Aborigine
settlement in northern Perak state rose to 22 yesterday, w

20 others, mainly children, were still missing, police said, AFP
reports from Kuala Lumpur,

"Search resumed early Sunday after hclgf
Saturday,” said police in the nearby town of Kampar moni-
toring the disaster that occupied late Thursday. Of the 22 bodies
recovered, 21 have been idemntified, among eight women,
seven men, four children. all Aborigines -+ as well as two
ethnic- Chinese, a man and a seven-month-old girl.

Voting begins in Beirut: scirus
began voting yesterda¥y in the third round of Lebanon's election
in which billionaire Minister Rafik al

! partlmntarg seat for the first time, Reu

Some 4,000 troops some in armoured perso
with helmets flack jac and automatic rifles,
streets of the capital as poll§ opened at 7.00 am |

called off late

GMT).

‘The co

An |
however,

yesterday, Reuter reports from

Pakistan accused
of pushing Islamic
mercenaries

in to Kashmir

NEW DELHI, 1: Indian
Home Minister Indrajit Gupta
on Saturday accuwsed Pakistan
of slamic mercenaries
into Kashmir to foll elections
in the Himalayan state next
month, report |

Gupta told a meeting of his
Communist Party of India (CPI)
activists in Calcutta that Pak-
istan would send more merce
naries into Kashmir ahead of
the first round of balloting on
September 7.

But he asserted that the stag-
gered month-long elections to

ick .a local government in
Rnhmlr. where a bloody Mus-
lim separatist campaign has
left more than 12, dead.
would take place as scheduled.

“People in Kashmir are fed
up. with terrorism.,” the Press
Trust of India (PT1) gquoted him
as saying. "They want peace.
among the peo-

ﬂ-ﬁiﬁh} terrorism has also

Arafat frees 72
Hamas, Jihad
activists

NABLUS, West Bank. Sept 1.
Defying lsrael's new al:imiﬁl“;l:r
Glllﬂ' A.r:tfar lrl:;ct;maed 72 Is-
lamic militant detainees Sat-

urday after his people to
hold onto the spirit of resis-

tance, AP,
activia e T
sts % mil-
tant Hamas and Jthad
organisations, said the Pales-
tinian minister of public
Most of them were detain
after a series of s by the
ps in Israel in late February
and early March. Arafat ar-

. rested hundreds of activists un-

der pressure from Israel.
Ahmad said 36 prisoners

-were released in Nablus, 14 in’

the West Bank town of Tulka-
rem. and 22 in the West Bank
town of Jenin. He said the Jenin

prison was now empty.

"Pak soldiers down
Indian military
helicopter’

NEW DELHI, 1: A news-

m here today an In-
military helicopter which
crashed last Monday

in Hi-
malayan Kashmir had been
shot down by Pakistani sol-
diers, : |

The Indian Express daily,
quoting "top level” defence
sources, said the air force heli-
copter c ng six personnel
was brought down on the
Siachen Glacier by a shouider-
fired missile.

"It is still not clear how ex-
'a;tly they brought down the
chppper, but it appears the
Pakistanis fired a misslle,” the
mass-circulation daily quoted a
defence sourfe here as
ndian :u'miv spokesman,

on a{ attributed
the crash on the 18,000 foot
(5.454-metre) high Glacier to
mechanical failure.

Tigers kill 7

soldiers

COLOMBO, Sept 1: Tamil
rebels killed seven soldiers and
wounded another in eastern Sri
Lanka when the guerillas am-
bushed the troop patrol, a mili-
tary npuﬂll:fuman said Sunday,

It was unclear if the rebels

suffered any casualties in the
attack late Saturday at
Rideepokuna village, about 190
kilometres (119 miles) east of
the capital, Colombo.
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er l.ebed (R) hands the signed document to the

representative of the OSCE in Khasavyurt late Friday as Chechen rebel military com-
mander Aslan Maskhadov (L) prepares to sign during the signing ceremony of a landmark
peace accord between Russia and Chechnya postponing a decision on Chechnya's political
status until 31 December 2001.

— AFP/UNB photo

| Saddam pledges to withdraw forces from north

Iraq warns US to keep out

of its Kurdish north

BAGHDAD, Sept 1: Iraq
to keep out of its Kurdish north,

“vowing to turn the area into an-

other Vietnam if Washington
intervened, reports Reuter. "
the

“The Iraqgi le. in
forefront Iragi , are r:m
to provide an example that
inevitably remind the Ameri-
cans of the Vietham complex.”
the government newspaper Al-
Jumhouriya declared in a
front-page editorial.

“Beware of the wrath of Iragi
Kurds ... they should not believe
that what ha can be con-
trolled by force.” the paper said
in the editorial signed E{hedi
tor-in-chief Salah al-M tar.

Iraqi troops, backed by
heavy armour and artillery,
intervened on Saturday on the
side of Massoud Barzani leader
of the Kurdistan Democratic
Party, to recapture the Kurdish
stronghold of Arbil from Jalal
Talabani of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK).

It was the first Iragqi mili-
tary thrust in the region since
the United.States and its West-
ern:allies set up an air umbrella
over northern Iraq to Brutﬁ:t
rebel Kurds from possible at-
tacks by Iragi armed forces.

Iraq said early today it
would withdraw the troops it
sent to back Bazani. Washing-
ton has ressed scepticism
over Baghdad fulfilling this

%.adds: After launching a

lg_rﬁ;_acalt ﬂ[f?:‘lﬁi"h"ﬁ in north-
aq into the Kurdish area

ed by US-led forces, Sad-
dam Hussein has reportedly
pledged to withdraw his forces
to their previous positions.

In, its biggest offensive in
five years, Irag sent tanks.
troops and helicopters on Sat-
urday to capture Irbil, the main
K h city in the north.

Iraq said it launched the at-
tack because the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan had been
coopeérating with Iraq's long-

time enemy Iran. The rival
Kurdistan Democratic Party
supported the mission. the
state-run Iraqi News Agency
said.

Iraqi]fﬂlc:s will return to
their positions soon, lraqg's
deputy UN ambassador, Saeed

Hasan, told CNN late Saturday. .

He said a schedule has been
agreed upon, but he would not
give the timetable. The Pen-
tagon said it had no informa-
tion on whether Iragi troops
were showing any signs of
pulling back.

earlier, the state-run Iragi
News Agency quoted an uniden-
tified government spokesman
as saying Iraqgi forces "would re-
turn to their former tions
very soon.” He did not elaborate.

A quick withdrawal could
avert a showdown with Western
forces, which have policed the
Kurdish enclave since the end of
the Gulf War in 1991.

King Husséin of Jordan (L) welcomes Omani Sultan Qaboos ibn Said upon his arrival at
Agaba Airport on Saturday. Qaboos is in Jordan on a three-day visit to discuss regional

developments and boosting bilateral relation.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Pakistan still wants to get
US F-16 jets: Benazir

ISLAMABAD . Sept | Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto said
on Saturday that Pakistan still
wanted to get /S F-16 I[_;\:-1 fight-
ers. although Washington
biocked an earler deal. but was
other options,

mainly French Mirages reports

Reuter

She made the remarks while
formally rec Hwnii a second
rconsignment from long-delayed

. weapons released by the United

| Slales aller easing an arms em
hargo against Pakistan

|

The consignment did niot in-
68 and Washing-
lon is seeking to sell 28 F-16s to
other rountries (o reimburse
the 658 million dollars that
Pakistan has already paid for
them

"We are informed that efforts
are being made to sell these
warplanes and the negotiations
are underway with Indonesia.
Jordan and some other coun
tries’, Benazir, quoted by the
APF news agency, told reporters
at Chaklala air base near Is-

lamabad

But | am eager to get F-[6s
for my country. It not cost
us less but alsc we will be able to
save a reasonable amount "

Benazir said the equipment
received on Saturday, werth 49
million dollars would help to
I:H-g Pakistan's existing fleet of
F-16s operational

The Unpited States halted
military sales to Pakistan in
1990 because of its alleged pro-
gramme to develop nuclear

weapons. The US later
approved an exempt to let
Pakistan get military egui

ment it had already for.

but not the F-16s.

-Benazir sald Pakistan was
looking at other options to re-
place the blocked F- 16s but she
indicated that the government
would for more ex sive
eraﬁ{ 000-5s from France.

She said Pakistan had no
option but to buy Mirages after
Russia refused to sell it SU-27
fighter-bombers.

Off the Record §

‘Excessive use of lipstick
prelude to ilicit sex'
KUALA, LUMPUR: The Islamic government of Malaysia's Ke-
lantan state has defended its recent ban on the excessive use of

lipstick by women, sa that such practices were a prelude to
it l-nx.yrqmrt# Reuytgﬂ e

the (UMNO) leadership to stop

politics is similar to the ban on excessive use of lipstick

is an early step towards fighting

illicit sex, Kelantan Chief Min-

ister Nik Aziz Nik Mat was quoted on Sunday by the National

Bernama News Agency as saying.
on Saturday
to the dominant United Malays National Or

Nik Aziz, who was spe

night. was referring
ganisation's ban on

all forms of campaigning for party electiens and its efforts to

stamp out vote-buying.

Nik Aasiz is also head of the northeastern Kelantan state's
Malaysia Islamic Party. known by its initials in Malay as pas,

whic
position-ruled state.

Prime Minister
adamantly opposes the setting

seeks to create an Islami¢ society in Malaysia's only op-
Mahathir

Mohamad's government

up of an Islamic state in multi-

cultural but predominantly Muslim Malaysia.
Nik Aziz said the prohibition on excessive use of lipstick was
part of Islamic teachings and should npt be viewed lightly,

Bernama reported.

Elephants rock India's

L ]

auwr sec

urity!

NEW DELHI: Authorities in eastern India may want to re-

. think security measures at military installations to protect
against a BIG threat — elephants,

AP.

Two adult elephants strayed from their herd on Saturday
and wandered toward an air force base at-Kalaikunda, a key

military installation close to the Nepalese and Chinese borders,

a newspaper reported Sunday.
The animals crashed

through threeé security fences and began

smashing through everything in their way when they spotted

several parked fighter jets.

Try as th

jets. the English-]

might, the elephants were unable to overturn. the
Sunday Times reported.

It was unclear whether the elephants caused any serious

d to the jets.

aikunda is about 250 kilometres (156 miles) north of the

eastern city of Calcutta.

An angry adult bull elephant, at upwards of 5.400 kilograms’
(6 tons}, can cause extensive damage, the newspaper quoted

forestry officials as sayi
Air force personnel,

?ﬁﬁﬁct&nt to kill the elephants, waited

for forestry officials to arrive on the scene and drive the ani-

mals back to the surrounding j

in recent weeks, sai
officer.

ungie,
- There has been a ?ate of bull elephant rampages in the area
Somnath Mukherjee. a district forestry

Charles faces struggle

i pettiiige Ceinill

LONDON: Prince Charles may be determined to get his sub-

jects to accept his relationship

with the woman who broke u

is marriage with Princess Diana — but he faces an uphi
struggle, a poll published Sunday showed, reports AF.

And one report said that until the

can make their relation-

ship more public, Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles are steal-
ing moments together in the back seats of a movie theater.

The MORI
showed that 51

I, published in The Mail on Sunday newspaper,
per cent of Britons believe Charles should suc-

ceed his mother, Queen Elizabeth 11 as monarch as things stand

right now,

Peace deal brings hope for Muslim- Christian ties in Philippines

COTABATO CITY. Philip-
les, Sept 1: On a recent trip
ere, President Fidel Ramos

and a group of former generals
travelled by night through what
were once bloody battlefields in
their fight against secessionist
rebels. Just vears ago, that
might have been a deadly mis-
take, rts AP.

But s and his generals

felt secure because of his gov-
ernment's peace settlement

with Nur Misuari, chairman of -

the main Muslim rebel group,
Moro National Liberation

Front.

, The t will be nlﬁ«:l
-on Ramos and Mis-
uari, offici ending more
than a r-century of fight-

that killed more than

people and forced hun-

dreds of thousands from their
homes and farms.

During the 1970s, the gov-
ernment of then-President
Ferdinand Marcos lost so many
soldiers that their bodies were
shipped surrtptltmualr out of
the southern battle front at
night to hide the extent of the
fighting.

The rebels, who sought a
separate Muslim state, accused
the Manila government of
colonialism and of waﬁlr;qg a
war of genocide agains us-
lims. About 200,000 Muslims
fled to the nearby east
Malaysian state’ of Sabha,
where many live today.

The peace agreement is a
crowning achievement for
Ramos' administration. Just
four years ago when he took of-

ar

fice, the Philippines was torn
by three insurgencies — Mus-
lim, Communist and right-wing
military. He has worked hard to
end the conflicts by drawing the
rebels into the political main-
stream.

Both Ramos and Misuarfl
also realise that neither side is
likely to win a prolonged war.

ut the peace pact won't
erase centuries ol mutual dis-
trust between Muslims and
Christians in the Philippines.

The rebellion was a continu-
ation of centuries-old Muslim
resistance to Christian settlers
t over traditional Muslim
homelands in the main south-
ern island of Mindanao. and
n Arc | : :

u’Il:hb:: rti?ﬂjpcn:;.f:. bred dee
prefudice on both sides, wit

even Christian Filipinos far
away from the fighting teac
their children that "a g
Muslim is a dead Muslim.”

The Muslims' resistance suc-
ceeded in isclating their com-
munities from the central gov-
ernment in Manila durluﬁ
nearly 350 years of Spanis
colonialism, through American
rule from the turn of the cen-
tury and succeeding Filipino
administrations after orld
War 1.

Now, because of their isola-
tion and years of neglect by the
central government, the Mus-
lim-dominated provinces are
the rest in the Phill s,
the hardest to reach and com-
municate with,

Ramos said the government
can now concentrate on allevi-

ating poverty in Muslim areas

dont like it

I don't want the

and attracting more investment
to the resource rich south. The
51-nation Organization of Is-
lamic Conference has also
promised aid

Under the agreement, a
rebel-led peace council will
oversee economic development
projects in 14 southern
provinces for three years. A
plebiscite will then determine
which provinces will join a new
autonomous region

Christians who oppose the

"Ace ermnent believe it gives
Fl:e rdE' too much power

The president is stupid,
sald 92 -year-old Florencia

Munke of .amhoan{a City. "He
and Misuari — they have un
desires to rule the country

devils to nile us’

On Friday, a new radical
Christian group set off explo-
sions in a southern town to
show their opposition te the
agreemen(, warming Ramos and
Misuari that "bl will flow in
Mindanao" if they include
Christian areas under the rebel-
led council

On the other hand, Misuan
himself is facing opposition
from more extremist Muslim
factions, and even from some of
his own guerillas

| know it is a matter of ex-
plaining to them the wisdom ol
associating ourselves to this
E&;wm of peace.” Misural sakd

e helieve that between peace
and war will chose peace
if given the chance.’



