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Dhaka, Monday, September 2, 1996
Hindrance in the tree tlow ot inlormation has
been a tvpical Third World syndrome For all the |
lip scivice ol thie authortes concerned in the

twenty five years old tustory ol the country, public
access to untainted information remains elusive,

One of the retreshing sides of the quest for
democracy proper, however. has been a sharp and
gencral awareness of people's right to information. |
Quite in keeping with the spirit of the time, Sheikh |
Hasina's Awami League has kept free flow of in- |
formation as a priority on its agenda. Unfortu- |
natelyv though its pre-election announcement of |
giving autonomy to the electronic media as a tirst
step towards ensuring the whole process of genuine
and fair dissemination of information on all mat- |
ters of public interest is yet to find vindication.
Nevertheless. Prime Minister's commitment to the |
freedom of press at the National Press Club has |
. been reassuring. One only hopes her avowal was
made before the united body of journalists she hav- |
ing met with all. !

Her appraisal in the BFUJ conference and her-
maiden address at the Jatiya Press Club were
definitely aimed at the welfare of the journalist
community in general, As the conscience as well as
the intellectual and ethical teeding source of the |
nation, journalists do need the guarantee for |
conditions conducive to their smooth, unhindered
functioning particularly in a country where
newspaper is yet go grow as an industry. -

To ensure the welfaré of the journalists. the gov-
ernment has to ensure the healthy growth of the
industry itself. We hope the policy to be formulated |
soon according to the PM will review the present |
advertisement policy. It should be decentralised |
and rationalised so that it cannot be used as an
arm-twisting ploy by any party in power to throttle
press freedom. Inclusion of the newspaper owners
in the quest for an improvement in a holistic
manner is also necessary. Because matters like the
implementation of the fifth wage board and
newsprint allocation have got more to do with the
capacity of the newspaper to the cause of journal-
ism industry. :

Mere announcement of the wage board will not
bring about any wholesome effect on the journalis-
tic profession unless the government comes up
with a policy to strengthen the industry's sustain-
ability. One hopes the policy will herald the advent
of the elusive desirables and winnow husks that
choke journalism's growth as an industry.

The Stake of Campus Terror

There is no reason to disbelieve what a national
daily has reported about the terror situation at the
Dhaka University. In fact our respected contempo-
rary has only quoted at length a police report in de-
tailing the present state of terror down there. All
the figures are intrigufgly small — BCL in their
two groups has at the most 85 and JCD 60 known
cadre members. Not all of them carry arms all the
time — the 140 and odd terrorists mainly use 70
pieces of assorted hardware collectively to keep the
halls under control and the campus terrorised.

The police can, empowered by right instructions,
blow it all into thin air as a single day's work.
However, the fact is that not only the university
administration but the successive governments
have not been able to touch this concentrate of
waywardness that compromises every norm of
civilised existence and grossly undermines not
only moral authority of the governments but cuts
dangerously at the very base of government's
power.
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Hasina's has been a public commitment out of
government and from within it that the society
shall be rid of terrorism — beginning the good work
at the universities. Why is Hasina finding it diffi-
cult to exorcise the jinn, say, from the Dhaka Uni-
versity? Bereft of politics — terror at DU can be
snuffed out in a day. What is her political diffi-

culty?

There are very good chances of the present gov-
ernment s succeeding in grappling with the great
challenges before the nation. But this it cannot
achieve with terrorism constantly gnawing at it
and nothing would blister more dangerously than
a failure at the DU. Conversely, a success there
would allow the government to restore in the other
universities a proper academic ambiance and in a
short time make campus violence a thing of the
past.

It devolves on the Prime Minister, as it is pri-
narily the government's duty, to go for the thugs
that go in the BCL garb. This and only this will em-
pow'er her to eliminate the rest of the terrorists in
the c.ampuses as also out in the society at large.

Hopefully a Helpful Step-in

Profes sor Shahiduddin Ahmed has been con-
firmed as: the Vice-Chancellor in charge of the
Dhaka University. He has been so appointed by the
Chancellor of the university, namely, President
Abdur Rahm'an Biswas. And he comes only as a
stop-gap before someone is found to occupy the
chair with full power and tenure. Even after all
that two things warrant our attention. Professor
Ahmed is going to hold charge at a particularly
volatile time of transition. Much will depend on
his sagacity as well as tenacity. The fact that he is
only an in-charge man adds to his burden.

s has also to be noted that the government
has not apparently involved itself in this ap-
intment business at this point of the unhealth-
ul development there. It has allowed norms to
take their course. It is universal knowledge that
sections of teachers have played no mean role in
fashio the DU into the impossible hell that it
is now. And that the VC as the leader of the whole
team down there had, for term after term, the most
dirtied hand of them all. There are so many parties
to the DU's unrelenting slide into degeneration and
there hasn't been any more sinister than who eats
from the hands of a party in power and caters to all
the demands made by political interests of that
. arty. -
4 ?ofessnr Ahmed's tenure should hopefully be a
time of respite from all that. The government has
been judicious in letting him step in and help in

not adding to the untenability of the situation
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UNNING a stalecraft is
R in many ,ways like
steering a l‘hlp ACTOSS A
stormy sea Is is particularly
s0 Iy a developing country. You
need a ballast to steady the
stup, you need balance in life in
as much as in the business of
state Like in many other areas
of human existence, the Holy
@uran also has touched on the
question of balance in Surah
Al-Mizan': 'It is the merciful
who has taught the Quran .
He raised the Heaven on high
and set the balance of all things,
that you might not transgress
it. Give just weight and full
Mmeasure
Democracy like the army,
crawls on its stomach. The
leaders of a democratic country
must agree on an lrreducible
minimum, their party philoso-
phies not-withstanding. to en-
sure two square meals a day to
its citizens That is why toler-
ance and understanding are so
important in the running of a
dermnocratic society
Appeal of democracy is uni-
versal because |t allows the
people to exercise their right to
choose June 12 was one such
day when the ple so exer:
cised their right of franchise. It
seemns to any observer that the
Leader of the Opposition, Begum
Khaleda Zia, has not yet recon-
ciled with this reality. The
more she denounces the out-
come and puts the blame on a
red herring. the gnore she loses
the respect due {0 a democratic
leader . After all she also served
as the Chief Execulive of
Bangladesh for good five years
after being elected as the ma
jority leader in 1991 -caretaker
election. Our democratic insti
tutions are indeed very fragile,
s much so that several foreign
leaders had to plead with Begum
Zia 1o accept the elecloral ver-
dict! Even some US Congress-
mern had to give her the same
message. Democracy by iis very
definition means that there is a
winner and a loser. Without the
acceptance of this fact democ-
racy cannot function, nor c¢an
ins:i}uufnns ;lnk: roots
e were happy when Lm
Lia stated that I:tme Op Be%iun
would work with the Treasury
Bench to promote democracy
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An Appeal to Begum Zia

“One should not listen to those who maintain that political enemies merit boundless hatred..” Begum Zia has
the opportunity, she has the backing of the largest ever opposition in our pariiament to do exactly that.
If she can rise above petty political considerations and make effective contribution in the parliament,

., and democratic institutions

Unfortunately the first walk-
out, with Sheik Razzak Ali, her
own party-nominated speaker
in the C . stunned -
body. With subsequent c::ﬁ'
outs, two exasperated senior
ambassadors in Dhaka stated —
It is disgraceful, it is uncon-
scionable’. ,
The remarks of two hon-
ourable MPs, against the
Speaker were even more appre-
hensible. What these two of
the ition said on the floor
of the House made us all hang
our heads in shame. Someone
wryly commented ‘parliament
is not a shooting range Old
habits die hard! Tolerance is
necessary lor the Opposition as
murch as for the Treasury bench.
We ought to take lessons from
the House of Commons, or even
the neighbouri Indian Par-
liament. Tony Blailr accompa-
nied John Major to meet the
people after the Dunflane
tragedy The tion in In-
dia irrespective of their politi-
cal spectrum. have weighed in
supporting the government of
Deve G a on all major issues
including economic reforms
and the CTBT negotiations in
Geneva. That is itical matu-

nly]{l:m bono .
le of Law must be upheld
by everybody This means no-
body is above law. Two former
presidents of South Korea are
suffering Imprisonment for
corruption and abuse of power
The most noteworthy example
of accountability is to be seen in
the action of the former
Japanese Prime Mintsler
Hosakawa. A sniff of wrongdo-
t\:}.ﬁ made him resign the post.
at an example he set for the
Ja democracy!

Like charity, accountability
begins at home. Nelson Mande-
la’'s example is to be emulated
by both the Leader of the House
as well as the Leader of the Op-
position. He invited his jailors
to his inauguration ceremony
That is statesmanship. If Be-

.
gum Zia had moved to strike off
the Indemnity Act from the
Constitution, as agreed to in
the tripartite negotiation. it
would have put her in the Hall
of Fame of good political lead-
ership.

The ]
haﬁﬂcrﬁ:}f; at Bogra are

very pain d. An acci-
dental death was seized by in-
terested for making cap-
ital out of it. We must remember

that throwing stanes at others
while living in a glass house

ENCHIRIDION

Wahur

does not show much wisdom
Prime minister's instant visit
to the place of occurrence was
not matched by the utterances
of the Leader of the tion.
The wrongdoers of Bogra must
be brought to book swiftly and
demonstrably. Justice Sul-
tanuddin's appointment as
head of the investigative teamn
is good news for law abiding cit
izens.

Prime Minister's decision
not to campalign for September
5 br-clﬁ'.llunn is unique There
is little instance in history
when the Chief Executive did
not go to the hustings for her
own camp followers: it is a
magnanimous as well as coura

eous act. She has put an em
)argo on her ministers ecvern in
5?:"“ to the by-elections Her

cislon (tsell is a litmus test ol
hier sincerity ol purpose and in
tegrity of action in the cause ol
democracy.

Mastans and terrorists are
nobody's friends. We appreci
aled the arrests of some well
known terrorists In spite of
their claim that they belonged

to the student wing ol the ruling

tahman

party We want fo see more ol
such actions The Home Minis-
ter must act fast and swift He
may make mistakes but he
must err on the side of caution.
And for that he must avoid giv-
ing an impression of flip-flop-
ping. We are receivi Fnr:ign
assistance for development
programmes; we must not hesi-
tate to seek expertise from [tal-
lan carabinieri or Scotland

Yard or FBI, in curbing terror-
isim in the country

Vice-Chancellor Emajud-
din's resignation needs to be
seen in perspective. A resigna-
tion by him when the students
of Jagannath Hall, mostly mi-
norities, were brutalised by the
police and some student ele-
ments on the night of Jahuary
31 and February |. would have
been more meaningful It would
have shown his courage becduse
then he would have resigned In
protest of action by his own a
Eoinlinﬂ authority That lmuﬂ:l

ave been genuinely a protest
against the brutalising of his
students!

Milton presented his Are-
opagitica to the House of Com-
mons with a plea to free the

rints mand printing press
socralis. over 2000 years ago.
asked for restoring the freedom
of the highest court in Athens —
Areopagus Only a free court
could sustain ctvilised society
Areopagitica is full of history
ad ipssons of the past. It may
be Introduced as an essential
Erlmrr along with Kaul and

agehot Jor the honourable
memibers of the parllament. As
elected legislators they owe it to

she can make a permtment place for herself in our country’s history.

the ple and to the nation to

towards a better future of
the country. One of the earliest
law-givers, Spartan Lycurgus

said it well — tor's work
should be aris et — for
alters and firesides, for faith

and home; and this can be
achieved only through stern
self-discipline.

Former prime minister's
press conference of Tuesday was
very painful She was ly
advised ' she was kind DFoorm
oni her own ard. The Daily
Star's sec leader of August
S Ticx gt rohas reme-hetaling

5
Eif Feb 18 1996 wh:nmim
amed on the
sition! Shefﬁm didn’t recover
the events that followed

The Budget debate that ended
on Thursday night was a signif-
icant exercise in more than one

- 202 thtnutm in the

ie — one in
our hiulol The mtﬂmw of
the last were marked by
considerable degree of bon-
homie from both the
and the tion benches.
Certain incipient consensus |s
discernible at least on major Is-
s;.:ea. This is most praisewor-
thy

In about mg days the
government of S 5-.:::;
i# moving ahead with certainty
on a definitive agenda. Ga

water sharing is m the full
attention of t me Minister
E

Indian Foreign Minister
Gujral's visit is the ter
Prime Minister will China

from the 12th September to be
followed by other important
world capitals. She has earlier
had friendly tete-a-tete with the
Saudi Monarch Foreign Migis-
ter's visits 10 Kuwait and Iran
will str hen existing bilat-
eral relatiens. In Kuwait we
have a security contingent.
Foreign Secretary Far ‘Sab
han's Washington visit will
help our American friends get a
bet picture of the govern-
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ment's priority agenda.
On the home front. Mas-
tanism is on the wane. Serious
efiorts are being made to root
out terrorism; with time and
Su from the opposition it
is achievable. Administrative
reforms are being seriously
pr?dlnd with transparency
and accountability in place.
American Hyatt Cooperation
has already
with Beximco for a 8 250
million investment in a com-
mercial-complex-cum-hotel
thus setting the governmental
direction towards private in-
vestment and FDI in the coun-
try. EPZs are aiso being given to
private parties for quick in-
vestment and

tions streamilined. Upazila and
local self-govt will be restored
for better governance of the
country. Energy sector will be

. system loss ratio-
. BOl and F Office
will coordinate to invite more
investment. War st cor-
ru has been declared. Pri-
vatisation will be done in full
ceordination with IMF and WB.
In effect the is set for mov-
ing ahead to lend sufficient vi-
brancy to the economy so that
the real effective income of the
people will go up: In such a
short time it is no small
ac hievement .

" In this cunu:::-t th;“.BHF
C airl:n:rnm can piay a toric
rode. In performing her destined
role she would do better in re-
membering Cicero who said.
"One should not listeri to those
who maintain that political en-
emies merit boundless hatred
She has the opportunity, she
has the backing of the largest
ever opposition in our parlia-
ment 1o do exactly that. If she
can rise above petty political
considerations and effec-
tive contribution in the r-
liament. she can still m.nEn
permanent place for herself in
our country s history.

OMETIMES history cra-

cks most cruel and

unkind jokes, whether
one likes it or not. It has its own
course, may be turbulent or
timid. with its: new twists and
turns. History repeats itself,
proverbially. The same is going
to happen with President aﬂs
Yeltsin whose 'political illness’
seems 1o be more acute than his
‘physical illness . He is, so to
say. an indirect ' uce of the

1991 big f)uuich the hardlin-
ers. mostly former communists,
against then ruling President
Gorbachev. The hardliners
failed but it helped to throw up
Yeltsin to take over the reign,
replacing Gorbachev who was
thrown out unsung and un-
mourned. Perhaps Gorbachev's
‘utility” was over for his friends
and mentors. So they had to
find out an alternate/leader and
thus ste in Yeltsin. But by
all indications, his days seem
to be numbered. So it won't be a

~ surprise at all if Yeltsin goes out

the same way as he came in. rid-
ing on the back of a coup d’ etat
that was not meant for him.
Yeltsin himself has created a
sense of uncertainty and a sort
of 'voidness' in Kremlin
through his 'mysterious’ move-
ments and a hide-and-seek
ﬁame with his own people. The

ussians are eager to know his
whereabouts. € most per-
tinent questions they raise are:
‘is he still in-charge?’, "who is
in control?’, "is he capable of
running the country?” — so on
and so forth. Since the days of
his first round of election in
June, followed by the second
round in July and lastly the
oath-taking ceremony in the
first week of August, he has
proved practically to be an
“immobile’ person. This has
created a lot of confusion and
misgi in the minds of the
Kremlin-watchers, both at
home and abroad.

Yeltsin Finds a New

Friend?
After the first round of elec-

Growing Political In-fig

has been brewing underneath since the disintegration of Soviet Union, under the leadership of Gorbachev.

by A M M Shahabuddin
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the Generals to fight out their case. This struggle among the Generals for power is not a new development. It

hting in Kremlin

tion, he tried to win over a los-
ing Presidential candidate, Gen.
Alexander Lebed who had been
trying for a long time to get into
the dency. But came third
in the run-up. behind the
communist candidate. But it is
still not clear whether it was
Yeltsin's own ‘choice', or some
invisible hand' was pushing to
accept him to serve as a "bully
boy” during any unpleasant sit-

uation. particularly because of

the rising red star threatening
#151 hel%d Yeltsin. Or, perhaps,

eltsin, as a good strategy,
wanted to "pacify” at least one
‘enemy by bringing him over to
his side, following the golden
dictum: "Pay attention to your
enemies because they would
discover your mistakes". So he
paid attention to Lebed and
made him the Russian Security
Chief. This served double

F.u'poa.-. He was in a much com-
ortable winning positions in

the second round gaining a
substantial portion of yoters
that supported Lebed. Thus it
also put another nail in the cof-
fin of the communists who were
dreaming a come-back.

Turf-war?

In fact. Yeltsin has drifted
far away from the prevailing
political scenario in Kremlin.
He has left the field to the Gen-
erals to fight out their case.
This s e among the Gener-
als for power is not a new devel-
opment. It has been brewing
underneath since the disinte-
gration of Soviet Union, upder
the leadership of Gorbachev.
Veteran army officers like
Lebed, Rutskoi and present In-
terior Minister Anatoly Ku-
likov and others are on the run.
There is a political doldrum
particularly, since the great

putsch against Gorbachev by
the communist hardliners and
some (Generals. That's why
some western columnists said
that "Russias struggle for
democracy is nothing but a
thinks-veiled turf-war, fighting
like reptiles thrusting their
tails at intruders on their terri-
tory.” This is exactly what is
happening in todays Russia.
Being nearer to power, (en.
Lebed is trying to elbow out
nearest rival the Interior Min-
ister, Kulikov Lebed had already
demanded Kulikov's res-
ignation for "misbhandling” of

echnya. He even refused to
attend a meeting called by the
Interior Ministry to discuss the
Chechen situation, saying that
Kulikov was “to save his
face”. Thus both Generals have
started calling names. Kulikov
thinks {.ebed is a "mad person..
striving for power”. It shows in
clear perspective the growing
in-fighting among contending
Generals for power. They are
not fighting for any ideology or
democracy, but for sheer power.
General Lebed wants to reach
the ‘throne’ riding on the shoul-
ders of the sick-man of Kremlin
— Yeltsin. He is ng to be-
come a national hero' by bring-
ing about peace in Chechnya

through his 'shuttle diplomacy’

to put an end to the 20-month- -

old warfare, where both Yeltsin
and Kulikov had failed 'invaded’
Chechnya in December 1991(7?),
assuring the nation to achieve a
‘quick resut,’ but he himself is
now almost buried in the
guicksand of Chechnya.

Lebed — A Two-faced

| (General
Among the Kremlin Gener-

als invelved in "in-fighting"
Lebed has undoubtedly turned
to be a "colourful' character,
rather a chameleon’ who can

C olour conveniently. He
h}:i-mn his most hoestile and |

fascistic face in Moldova, an-
other break-away republic,
where he was sent to command
the-14th Division to put down
the rebellion there. In July
1992, Lebed, ltke a typical colo-
nialist, suggested that the "fas-
cists” like the Molodovan Pres-
ident who led his e to se-
cede from Russia, be “put
to the gallows". He never hesi-
tated to show his contempt and
disobedience to president
Yeltsin. He had the courage to
issue the statement suggesting
tﬁ;ﬁh& Moldevian E;residsgt
s hanged', just one day
after Yeltsin had j a peace-
agreement with the Same per-
son. But did this "loose-
tongued” man lose his job for
this? Could Yeltsin take any
disciplinary action a st the
(reneral for this 'rebellion'? No.
Because he has the support from
other Generals who were op-
posed to Yeltsin's policy.
Among them ®as Yeltsin's Vice-
President, Gen Rutskoi who
later joined hands with another
hardliner Khasbulatov, Par-
liament S er, to bring about
a 'parliamentary rebellion’ to
oust Yeltsin. But Rutskoi and
Khasbulatov lost ground be-

cause Yeltsin had to "bombard” '

the Parliament House 'to save
democracy’., with blessings
from his western allies. Even
two-years
for Yeltsin's r ation as, ac-
cording to him, he was inca-
pable to run the country, when
there was a rumour, like the
current one, that Yeltsin was

ago, Lebed had asked -

il¥ and has gone out
for 'rest’ outside Moscow. Ask-
{ng Yeltsin to resign, Lebed said.
na s "The :rul of the
newspaper, con
State is lost... Russia logks
like a boat Mﬁ}ut rudders”.
The same Lebed has now

reached the nearest t of
r as Russia's ty
hief. Now he t ask, like

Rutskoi, to Flw.r im the as-
signment of Vice-President
which would help him to-take
over presidential powers, in
case somethi happens to
Yeltsin. That's he is show-
ing too much of a 'humane’ face
in Chechnya. A benevolent

despot!

US Stake in Yeltsin

America has a big stake in
Russia, rather in Yeltsin, as
they had injected billions of
dollars there, banking on
Yeltsin as their trusted’
in Kremlin, able to carry on the
'reforms operation’ to help
flourish the open-market
tem. Naturally, they felt ner-
vous when they heard that
Yeltsin was "seriously ilI" and
had gone for rest’. It would be a
set-back if they lose Yeltsin
before a "uittned e ﬂmtml:
leader’ is 'groo ' to
take over. It is al]plf-,'ilc more
shocking because during the
June and July election cam-

. western media projected
eltsin as a ‘jolly im robust’
fellow, making him much
larger than his size in an or-
chestrated media-hype. The
West banked heavily on him to
keep the 'reformed' Russian
economy on track against the
up-coming onslaughts from the
re-emerging communist forces,
led by Gennedy Zyuganov, who
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Storm”’ qmgﬂt_}f Pakistarl is quite safe  management and put bar on government give affikation to duty. His name most eminently  four traffic
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Sir, This refers to Mr Ikram
Sehﬁal's write up titled “The
Gathering Storm” in The Daily
Star of 14 August 1996. The
writer's consistently insolent
remarks about the present Gov-
ernment strengthens the per-
ception that he continues to
take a jaundiced view of every
thing that has to do with the
democratically elected set up in
Pakistan. i

Mr Sehgal's statement that
the President, Sardar Faroag
Ahmed Khan Leghari is
“blissfully ignorant of realities
on the ground” or is engaged in
a “deliberate effort to play down
the issues facing the country,”
is aimed at defaming the Head
of State. |

Daily Star's article on Au-

i

gust 22 titled “Time Runs out for

Dirty Industries” is also wide
off the mark.

Your writer's assertion in
the article “The Gathering
Storm” of 14 ﬁufguat 1996 that
the economy of Pakistan suf-
fers from many flaws is con-
trary to facts. In fact as soon as
the present Government took
over it paid immediate atten-
tion to revival of the econ-
omy and introduced compre-
hensive reforms. As a result,
the economy has embarked
upon a faster trend with
GDP rising from 2.3 per cent in
éiﬁg;l%ﬂ mg.ﬁpﬁmtm 1993-

to 6.} cent during
1995-96. R,

came secand in the recent pres-
idential run. So it was not sur-
prising at all that US Vice-Pres-
ident Al-Gore had to rush to
Moscow make an on-the-spot
‘check-up” on Yeltsin's
condition. as he had done it last
time when there was a similar
rumour about his ‘illness'. But
this time Al-Gore didn't issue
any clean *health certificate as
he did last time. A bad sign.

A New Coup d'etat?
Undoubtedly, Yeltsin is

adually lo his over
kept in 'corautine’. It is

to say who now in holds the
reigns and who is the
country? The recent statement
of Yeltsin hints at the ga

storm although he is hapefu
that it wouldn't do much harm.
In a recent interview. Yeltsin

has said that "a new d'etat
was still ble in " but
hast to add that it has "no

more chance of success than the
hardline (communist} putsch

five {;cm ago that helped pro-
im to

1 wer”. But only
ﬂcim‘.uqr will what shape of
things comes next in Russia.

Yeltsin can't would histogy. If
the 1991 ' could throw up
a hitherto unknown man like
Yeltlz:jin.lth:;ln the next putsch
could also more
iy oo of I st Whe
knows.

A r~nd number of Generals,
foremost being Gen. Lebed who
is posiiig as next to
Yeltsin, are waiting in the aisle.
It all on Lebed's
of outwittin an:;ngut-m-
n his s muster
sm rt of the generals
on his side, It he fails to emerge
as the next Russian "blue-boy”
of the West, then the West, led
Uc.., would have to "groom
some alternate leader to take
over the mantle from Yeltsin.
Till then. the would, particu-
larly the Kremlin-watchers
would have to sit cross-fin-
rered.

the present leadership of
the country.

Abdul H Qureshi

Minister ss)

High Commission for Pakistan,
Dhaka '

Responsibility of
associations

Sir., Almost all the govern-
ment, semi-government, au-
tanomous bodies. and mills and
factories have associations and
CBA trade unions to tight for
the legitimate claim of the offi-

cials, employees and workers of

the organisation. The a3socia-
tion and union work as a bar-
ﬁiﬂh‘lg agent between the au-
orities and the employees and
workers in respect of their.
promotion, wages, increment,
transfer, posting etc. They ﬂﬂ}l’xt
with the management to fulfill
their charter of demand as and
when necessary. They work all
along so that none could be op-
pressed and harassed unneces-
sarily. In short they look after
the welfare of their members.
The members of the associa-
tions and unions sometimes
commit offence like defalca-

tion, misconduct, unau-
thorised absence .Butitis a
matter of t the leaders

of the associations and unions
never take any action against
the offenders. On the contrary
the leaders give shelter to the
offenders and do not allow the

their work. For instance, if a
truck driver commits offence
and the police take him into
custody lor interrogation the
leaders of the unions raise hue
and cry to release him. They

even observe strike and put-
‘barricade on the road and dam-

age the vehieles and property of

" the. government unnecessarily,

If management take any action
against an employee on charﬁd
ol corruption, the leaders f!th
against the managéement. e
opposition political parties
also support them. The leaders

" do it in excharnge of 'something’

from the offenders, it is alleged.
However. the leaders should not
Indulge in illegal activities of
their members. They should see
whether the legal rights of the
members are hampered or not.
The Bangladesh Medical As-
sociation (BMA) and
Bangladesh Medical and Dental
Council (BMDC) are the two or
%anisatiuna nti;ghyuici ans. The
MA and BM can easily take
action against the corrupt doc-
tors while they raise hue and
cry to cancel the transfer order
of doctors from Dhaka to else-
where and on nmany other is-
sues. It is needless to say that
the associations and unions
‘cannot sentence an]rbodf but
they can criticise, expel and
hand over the offenders to the

lﬂwln fine we like to say the pov-
ernment should make provi-
sion that the assoclations and

‘science of every

the associations and CBA
unions. This will help enable
the leaders not to indulge in il-
legal activities of their mem-
bers. We, therefore, urge the au-
thorities concerned to look into
the ynatter considering the ne-
cessity of the day.

A M Kais Chowdhury
Masadha ir Gorsthan Road,

- Narayangan/.

Death of Jamshed Ali

Sir. The. shocking and un-
titnely death of Jamshed Ali.
SP of Pabnia. must stir the con-
citizenn of this
. It is indeed tragic that
a iifc so =incerely dedicated
should so’abruptly be cut short,
and that he should thus perish,
helplessly, along with his entire
troupe with their wet boots still
on. ggry few would be so brave
like him te expose oneselfl to
such dangerous professional
hazard. beyond the call of nor-
mal duty. He was reputed to be
an honest policeman, uncom-
promising with the law-break-
ers-and terrorists. Was he a prey
to an intimidating circum-
stance or just another victim of
reckless and irresponsible driv-
ing? .

E’I‘ht police should undertake
an enguiry and proper investi-
tion to uncover the truth be-
ind the violent end of one of
their brightest fellow officers.
There should not also be any
hesitation or inhibition in

COurn

buses have starte

(leserves a mention alongside
the names of other distin-
guished police officials.

Rahman and Anil

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Traffic

Sir, The three-corner roads
adjacent to the daily lttefaq of-
fice /Hatkhola Post office is one
of the most important, busiest
and traffic jammed public
thoroughfares situated in the
middle of the old and the new
Dhaka Metropolitan City.

There already exists a bus
stop at the point of Motijheel
Commercial Area, and RK Mis-
sion Road. Bul there is no au-
thorised bus-stop adjacent to
Hatkhola Post ce and Itte-
fag Office.

Over the last two months
Dhaka-Narayanganj route
ng their
stoppage and waiting for quite
a long time with a view to
boarding and carrying passen-

ers from the said unauthorised
nis stop adjacent to Hatkhola
Post ce and [ttefagq Office.
This has createtl hell of a traffic
problem. obstructed the move-
ment of moter vehicles, rick-
shaws. push-carts and also the

crossing of the road by the

rians
Two to three traffic police

constables are regularly posted
there for supervi
trol of the traffic. The other day

sion and con-

to one of the traffic serge
and told him that Hatkhola
Post Office/Ittefaq Office was
never a bus stand and so
Dhaka- Narayanﬁnj

buses should not
make a stop and carry passen-
gers from there.

Dhaka City
and the Minist
fairs look into t
vestigate into the matter and do

something for the people?

OH Kabir
6 Hare Street.
Warli Dhalkea- |1 203.

I found two traffic police

with three to
constables to

handle the road traffic. The
Dhaka-Narayanganj route bus
"Korotoa" was standing at the

aforesaid site as usual_ | Lalked
ants

route
allowed to

Thus bus drivers /conductors

may be brought to book and le-
gal actions mn}v be taken
against or

traffic
sergeant kept staring me with
S11
"What can | do? | can't do any-
thi
anything please report the
matter to your higher authori-
lies for the unauthorised stop-

{)age of the buses.” "l can't
hat because my boss would get
angry.” he said very politely.

them
rules.

violating
The traffic
se for sometime and said,

" 1 replied. "If you can't do

We wonder, who conotrols

road traffic? Who is the boss?
mthe traffic police observe
Lr ‘

week every now and then

at the cost of public

Would the elected Mayor of
Corporation, IGP
of Home Af-

maitter. in-



