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Disgusting

Pictures of women students kicking or dragging
each other, tugging at clothes or tearing therg and
pulling each other by hair — as carried in different
dailies yesterday — were disgusting, to say the
least. We are invaded by a sense of nausea not only
because the country's largest university-college has
been brought to so much disgrace but also because
its students could stoop so low as to belie their edu-
cation and social standing. Politics is showing the
ugliest of its faces on the campuses with an added
venom and vengeance.

We condemn this spread of poisonous politics
into newer territories of education. Women or girl
students here were never known to be so awk-
wardly militant. We are afraid the fracas by the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatradal (JCD) and Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL] wings of the Eden Univer-
sity-College was out of place and most un-
favourably compares with the historic anti-impe-
rialist role played by Ela Mitra, Preetilata Wed-
dedar, Kalpana Dutta, etc., let alone the contribu-
tions of many of its illustrious products in shaping
Barigladesh's history thereafter. Women dormito-
ries of the university and the female hostels of col-
leges have become increasingly suspect of harbour-
ing illegal weapons of male cadres. Although police
raids have failed to recover arms from thé women
dormiitories so far, the suspicion lingers.

The situation has been further complicated by
male cadres from outside joining in the fray — al-
legedly at the invitation of the female students.
This bodes ill for educational institutions meant
for girls and for women's education in general. Pol,
itics must not be so nasty as to take away the sense
of dignity and sanctity which is so fundamental to
the concept of higher education. The type of
violence witnessed on Eden College campus should
set off the alarm bell for the government. If student
wings of the political parties get busy establishing
their stranglehold on all types of educational
institutions and dormitories, the blame must be
taken by the parent parties in the first place but the
ruling party only more so because it is at the helm
of affairs. The new government's nice words have
not as yet been matched by deeds, so far as
containing campus violence goes. We want to see
action replacing the rhetoric.

Unsafe Water

Dhaka city's daily requirement of water is only
half-met through the WASA network. In other
words, some three million people in the hearfland
of the country have no access to tap water. With
such a large number of people remaining vulnera-
ble to health hazards any news about chinks in the
existing water supply coverage can be extremely
| unnerving .

WASA has had a run of good luck with tapered
public questioning about the quality of water sup-
[" plied by it — thanks largely to media concentra-
tion on surface water plants required to make a
quantum jump in water availability. Nevertheless,
a front-page item in this newspaper on Friday did
raise a question about the quality of water being
supplied to the city-dwellers. The potability of wa-
ter has been found suspect in the case of Pallabi ex-
tension in Mirpur after bacterial tests were con-

ducted by the Department of Environment (DOE)
on receipt of specific complaints from residents of
the area. But there is a strong likelihood of similar
findings seeing day-light in respect of other locali-
ties, should the consumers decide to have their wa-
ter tested. In fact, we would like the WASA to carry
out routine surveys to determine how safe the wa-
ter piped by them. The presence of coliform, a fae-
cal contamination in three households of the
seven covered by the tests sounds dreadful enough.
‘More probes need to be carried out by WASA with-
out waiting for complaints to be formally lodged
with them.

The remedial measures ought to be taken on two
"levels: first, WASA must get its reservoirs and
pipelines repaired and cleansed, basically on the
undersides, according to a time-bound plan.

In the interregnum, it should not fail to chlori-
nate the supply-line water. Secondly, the house-
. hold owners will have to take the responsibility of
periodically bleaching their underground or over-
head water reservoirs. Media could help sensitise
them but there is need to develop servicing units in
the private sector. i

Salute to Mahathir

The National Day of Malaysia passed yesterday
leaving an imprint on our minds. We feel we ought
to take a leaf out of their book of progress. We have
had an opportunity of reading it in an abridged
form of a newspaper supplement brought out by the
Malaysian High Commission on the occasion.

What is there in it that has endeared the country
and its leader Dato' Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to

sion 2020, based on attainment of high growth rate
with social justice on a self-reliant course of na-
tional development marks him out as a leadership
‘example in the developing world. We have just
about started striving for growth with equity, a de-
velopment path that is hardly strewn with roses
given that the vested quarters are instinctively
against distributive justice. .
Mahathir's siress on South-South cooperatio
at a time when economic groupings dominating the
world trade and investment scene have somewhat

advocacy of internationalism with a collective in-
dependence of mind in the Fhird World.

. Malaysia stands out as a standard-bearer of so-
cio-political coalition amidst ethno-religious di-
| force for her rapid economic growth.

Let Malaysia-Bangladesh cooperation be ele-
vated to the status of long-term partnership be-

, plans supported

us in a very special way? Plenty. Mahathir's Vi-

1 diluted that concept, is reflective of his passionate

versity, a set of ethos that has sérved as a driving

I tween two brotherly and forward-looking coun-
tﬂ“ll i . ’ ' ‘ X

LAW AND ORDER
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AHABHARATA. the cel-

ebrated . puts law

and order as the acid
test of a government, It relates
Iwo basic socjal institutions —
viz., the family and the
property — to government. "A
man should first choose his
king. then his wife, and only
then amass wealth; for without
a king in the world here Would
wife, and property be?” [XII; 57,
41| Many of us read it. but don't
give it a hearing it deserves. The
new government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina seems
lo give it a hearing as both AL-
backed Bangladesh Chatra
League (BCL) and BNP-backed
Jatiyatabad: Chatradal (JCD)
are poised 1o test their strength
on campuses all over the coun
try. This write-up attempts to
comprehend the nature and
consequences of violence com-
mitted by students to demon-
strate their strength as
progress to either the party in-
power or the party-in-opposi-
tion.

Little do they realise that in
arming students to carry out
acts ol violence, both govern-
ment and opposition are ¢om-
mitting the worse crimes, On
record, however. both AL and
BNP stand for the maintenance
of law and order and punish-
ment of the terrorists, irrespec-
tive of party affiliation, as if
there is no party patronisation
of student fronts e PM s a
step further asking the police to
arrest terrorists even if they be-
longed to her party. "If any ter-
rorist belongs to my party, he
or she will not be s .. |The
Daily Star (hereinafter DS). 15
7-96 P.12).

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia recently visited the injured
JCD leader in the hospital
thereby strengthening the sus-
picion that BNP does ronise
students fronts. The VC's com-
ment that "the roots of DU ter-
rorism are outside the campus.”
(BO 3.8.96 P.12) is precise but
tense. Even a casual observer
knows what the term 'outside’
Means.

The Grim Tale

Unfortunately for the coun-
try. the change of government

was [ollowed by a series of -

between government
and opposition. It has been a
litical culture to occupy the
haka University campus, and
the halls of resident-students
by the supporters of the y-

strives

in-power. JCD followed the
tradition occupying most halls.-
As BNP lost to AL. JCD must

" be ousjed fromi the halls., and

replaced by BCL supporters.
This is the crux of the ;
Omn August 20, the two conflict-
ing sides BCL and JCD held a
six-hour-long gunfight forcing
the university to close down for
three d:ﬁu: “The goings-on at
the Dhaka University do not
sﬁcak of there being any au-
thority there and t whole

lace is an but a seat of
eaving ... If it (govt), allows the
campus situation to deteriorate
further, it will become as help-
less as BNP was in the latter's
need to save the campus from
pervasive brutalisation by its
student wing. The government
has so far said about all the
right things in the matter. But it
is the results they produce
which is material to the nation
. DS 22.8.96, P.4).

The Deputy Leader of the op-
position demanded the resigna-
tion of the Home Minister for
his fallure in tac¢ law and
order. The police arrested 28 DU
students which JCD described
as unleashing a reign of terror
on the campus under cover of

tial halls ”

by Muhammad Anisuzzaman
Onﬂuﬁaofmﬂta!dmdb,thhnchatmﬂlem no terrorism can exist for long. Such a stand is yet to
be demonstrated, while its absence serves to raise doubts that our learned teachers, toe, might be ~

the law enforcing agencies. A there. - - Howewver it is too early ciation election victory — one
former DUCSU Vice President "To Be or Not to Be" to fault the AL It has been in -group going to Khaleda and an-
and a BNP State Minister, . Suppose, both AL and BNP  power for a couple of months. It other group to Hasina with
commented: "The AL while it gocide to distance themselves Must be a reasonable time  bouquets. as if the two ladies
was out of power had wanted 2~ g BCL and JCD respectively. 10 gra with it. The have man their elections
terrorism-free campus. But now 14 that case t must do so ©f terrorism looms large if the by a distance mode of teaching.
in power, they have let loose a g jtanecusly. If they do not, Pi:;rrm-pnwcr does not act Nowhere in the world, teachers’
reign of terror on the DU cam-  (here would be no peace. If BNp resoiutely on the issue. .  assocjation have anything to do
Ecu:, forcibly ousting the stu-  4oes and AL doesn't. there will TR eI TR 5 with the president of the politi-

nts m[Dﬁ UB_ fﬂ%ﬂ be no peace either Thus. the byt it needs to be strated N .

Another remarkable he-
nomenon is that DUTA ich
is quick to condemning such
acts has not criticised terror-
ism and hall-occupying. In-
stead of mentioni the gun-
battle between BCL-JCD be-
tween JCD and police, it now
EXpresses concerns over ‘out-
siders’ in differemt halls. The
concern is well taken, but has
been rather late in arrivirig. On
the face of nnited st the
teachers on the campus, no ter-
rorism can exist for | . Such
a sfand is yet to be on-
strated, while its absence serves
to raise doubts that our learned
teachers. too, might be divided
on party lines just as their stu-
dents are.

Not just the DU campus,
other campuses around the
country fare no better. Almost
similar. if somewhat smaller
in scale, took place at Chit-
tagong. Salkmullah, Dhaka and
Sher-e-Bangla Medical Colleges
leading to ¢ e. JCD and BCL
activists accused one another
for the clashes. Their teachers
were reportedly divided among
themselves. One JCD unit
claimed that the DMC Aca-
demic Council had first de-
cided to reopen the college . . ...

Th:mdﬁ:ctmhbtnmmm and practice of both

ball is in the both courts. Both
decisions are momentous and
require vision. cour and
state (WO) manly determina-
tion. So far. asina and
Khaleda have not been viewed
as such.

The so-called student fronts
are so rful that both lead-
ers would think twice before
taking any decision. It has been
held in some quarters that Er-
shad lost his as he
gave up his student front at
campuses This may be an
overstatement. But Dr. Milon's
murder and ﬂ'ﬂ';dpoutunng at
the campus just before Ershad's
fall might still keep haunting
both Hasina and Khaleda Even
Bangladeshi observers overseas
seemn worried. Commenting on
the election of the same Ovl as
MP. ‘Live from the Internet’
shows ... yes, this is the same
Ovi was in Chhtradal and
fought for Ershad In 1990

Later, he was expelled by
Khaleda but welcomed by
Hasina. He won MP election
with JP ticket .. [DS 21 8 96,
P.5]. If anything, all these sug
gest that our major political
parties do use such people —

supplying them with muscle

gtml.'rl. I . Quns, transport,
ullets and ballots, as the case

for the sate of transparency.
Who the two par-
ties have the first duty to set the
ball roling? Suppose, the rul-
ing gi‘n}' catches a terrorist
who belongs to it. What is likely
to happen? He may be appre-

d and put to trial. Another
two or three AL terrorists are
taken into custody What if the
AL terrorists number exceed
three or many more, and
becomes alarming. will then
the ruling party take action?
Luﬁ!r suggests that no action
will follow for the simple rea-
son that the ruling party — fear
ing loss of a support base —
might look the er way. That
one action, if taken might en-
courage the ppposition to in-
dulge in terrorism on the plea
that the ruling party terrorists
are at large

So terrorism cuts both ways
-~ with government and -

*tion serving as cannon § 5

and sustaining casualties. This
imbroglio will continue till
both parties realise that they
can't get anywhere in this mad-
ness except to annihilate them-
selves and ruin the students,
Campus Is a centre of learning
not a cock pit. It's a place where
issues can be debated but not
fought with armes. The only

Service associations: The
labour unions too follow the
mode. So do our civil service as-
sociations — one pro-BNP, an-
other pro-AL. Some have gone
further. They put up separate

mvg]‘: h top

gﬁl could be mlemdd*

halleleuja for their party o
choice and aversion respec-

tively — while their ers
kept cla . Our leading
seemed (o their own

model of peliticisation. So,
where do you look for a ray of
hope?

\c) Bar And The Bench: What
about our bench and the bar?

:_:h.nr the people we look to
or ne caretaker -

it is to them that we repose our
confidence irf inquiries
lruﬂn:t political adminis-

ative wrong- . Our bar
stood up as a tnhdwm when a
sitting chief justice's term of of-

fice was unceremoniously ter-
a

minated. No ttended
the court of the Justice
who replaced the unceremoni-

removed CJ. The latter sat
on the bench without the bar l.e.
doing nothing. Such acts are
few and far between. Yet these
are examples we adorn. The
bench and the bar can rise to

parties. However, it is too earily to fault

the AL It has been in power for a couple of months. It must be given a reasonable time to grapple with it.
The question of terrorism looms large if the party-in-power does not act resolutely on the issue.

but changed the decision later
under the influence of some
'Mujibbadi' teachers |DS 18.7.96
. P.12]. If true, it would be most
unfortunate, to say the least.
The BCL-JCD figh is so fre-
gumt that it makes headlines
time to time.
. There setms another di-
mension to this scenaric —

sk of booty. As the report
go:::u}gubde! political reasons,
rivalry between the two BCL
groups has mounted over toll
collection from a 10-crore taka
construction work near the Sci-
ence SIDS 19.8.96 . P 1]
ust pause a ‘second to
ow low have our stu
if the report is truel =

Another dimension. to note
here is the spliritering or fac-
tions on the hall occupation
business. The BCL i
divided into two rival factions
— has consolidated its tion
in four halls. 'The Faridpur fac-
tion’' ‘has strong holds at Ja-
gannath Hall, Salimullah Hall
and Zahurul Haq Hall while
'the Gopalganj faction' has its
I;}niﬁ in Shahiduallh Hall. (DS
i

The JCD, orl the other hand,
has also consolidated its posi-
tion in Mohsin Hall, Surya Sen
Hall, Ziaur Rahman Hall,

Bangabandhu Hall and Sir AF

scenario continues with
crescendo — for us to ask:
QUO Vadis: Whither goest thou!
" Later reports reveal that the
Faridpur faction of BCL has
also captured the Mohsin Hall

and ousted JCD activists from

may be. One vainly hopes that
these are fabrications.

If true, then the questions
remain: Who keeps suppl
arms to the student fronts
Where do arms and ammuni-
tiens come from? To think of
the government Supplying ar-
ms Lo students is horrendous.
Yet, apparently, these fronts are
either government-backed or
opposition-propped. If so, how
can there be ce on campu
The political patronisation of
student fronts at campus is : to
be or not to be — that's the

uestion — to tLuatc from

hakespeare. If the political
parties still need to know how
the cross-section of the people
feel on the issue, they might
consider Avimoth, a B’?{/ series
on public opinion telecast on
10-8-96 which identified poli-
tical party patronisation of
students fromts as one of the
sources of terrorism.

 Who Will Bell the Cat?

The source is identified. but
the remedy baffles us. We all
know the cat. The questien is:
who will bell it first? The gov-
ermment or the opposition? If
the PM can act rising above the
party interest in effectively

curbing terrorism and dealing
with AL terrorists a:'ﬂrrnl‘y_] as
she does BNP terrorists, then
Bangladesh surely has a future.
If she fails to handle the AL ter-
rorists, she will surely go the
way Khaleda went in handling
BNP terrorists. The sad fact
seems to be a gap between pro-
fession and practice of both

8?7

arms here are those of the pen.
not those of the powder.
Nowhere in the world, univer-
sity /college students fight one

another with firearms on polit-
ical differences. The parents
send their sons and daughters
to study and return with knowl-
. skills, and values neces-
sary to lead a hohourable life,
Their sorrow knows no bound
when some of them return as
cOo . Their political friends
pledge to avenge their blood. Se.
the violence this must be
halted.
It might seem naive to revet
my focus on university students

and political . Yet | am
willi to state that it is in
these two ts of our soci-

ety that the roots of violence
must be sought. The political
parties put arms in the s of
students. So it must be they
again who are to take arms
away from the students for the
sake of the nation. This is their

' crucial test and they must pass.

Countervailing Forces?

a) University teachers: The
two theatres of vioclence have
been broadly identified. Sus-
tained research might bring
other actors to light. We know
where the shoe pinches. Who
will mend it now? The univer-
sity students can be mended by
their mentors — their teachers.
Unfortunately, they too are no
less politicians divided almost
equally between the two major
alignments. We have seen their
pictures in the newspapers of
celebrating the teachers' asso-

Donor-Driven Agenda Vs "Home-Grown’

Economic Reforms
by Shaikh Md Wahid-us-Zaman

N a seminar on "Bangla-
desh towards 2 1st century:
mert Options,
pportunities and Constraints”
organised by the East West
University. in the city on 5th
August 1996, a number of
renowned economists stressed
the need for home-grown re-
forms to- move the country
ahead in the 21st century. They-
felt that instead of a donor-
driven agenda. the country
should have its own action
the people in
general i.e. based on the con-
sensus amongst the major po-

litical parties of the country.

Speaking in the seminar
Prof. Rehman Sobhan opined
that it would be sad for us if our
intellectual development re-.
mained arrested in the 70s and
80s. He stressed on the impor-
tance of creation of our own vi-
sion and policy chaojces for the
future. He rightly pointed out
that we had no shortage of tal-
ents and capacity in the cen-
tury. Bugour best talents spend
their time in externally spon-
sored cohsultancy. These tal-
ents should be mobilised for
domestic agenda.

_Participating in the seminar
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
mentioned that with the

completion of the Uruguay

‘Round talks. in.the 21st cen-
tury, free trade will become a

. the liberalised economy

- ——— — g
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children

Sir, Kindly ‘refer it to the in-

-n::idcnt that occurred the other

night near the bridge of Burig-
anga where a student lost his
life by and his friends
who were with Mm prior to
drowning men arrested,

I am writing this letter with
a lot of anger in my heart.

er, because its a pity that
these children had to to a
place like a bridge for. recre-

ation. What recreation has the

government provided for our

reality and not an option. So, in
, com-
pétitiveness would be the key to
determine the country's future
and naturally development of
human resources will deler-
mine the competitiveness.
Again on 18th August 1996
speaking in a seminar on "Bu-
dget. for 1996-97 and Reforms

| %“’éﬂ?&“’&?;éﬁ o

RF) and the Metropolitan
ChHamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) the Finance
Minister emphasized the need
for a national consensus for
taking the hard decisions on
reforms. While talking about
the private banking sector the
minister said,” "l was looking
withshorror at the performance
of private banks". He added that
there is a need to protect public
interest in the-hanll]&ln sector.

- On the century the World
Bank in its report "Bangladesh,
Agenda for Action" suggested
that over the next two to three
years, the government should
privatise at least two of the
three remaining nationalised
commefcial banks (NCBs) to get
ban -sector into the hands
of a "competitive, well regulated
private sector”. Regarding the

: Frammes include :
0

long term goals, the WB sug-
gested the government to con-
tinue improving the legal
framework. It suggested a ten-
point programme to improve
the financial sector. The-
tightening
an recovery; sirengthening
Bangladesh Bank; restructuri
private bank; privatisation o

nationatlised commercial

banks (NCBs); strengthening
accounting and auditing prac-

tices: implementing new in-

formation technology; develop-
h;.F stalf skills; deepening capi-

tal markets, and restructuring

state-owned development fi-
nancial institutions.

The World Bank further said
that instead of a financial sec-
tor that collects and allocates
savings efliciently and con-
tributes to economic growth,
Han%lladesh has a systemn in
which borrowers fail to repay
loans, fore closure is almost
unheard of, and the government
has to bail out banks. The
World Bank was very critical
abaut the inefficiency of the
Bangladesh Bank and com-
mented that despite recent im-
provements in Bank supervi-

sion capabilities and some staff

training, the central bank re-

pro-

"Bangladesh,

mained a weak régulator and
was unable 10 react boldly and
decisively to the problems.

So, we find that in the report
Agenda for
Action” the World Bank has
specifically suggested a ten-

point programme to improve’

* the financial sector of the coun-

ry. Our government will have
to follow the prescription of the
World Bank as far as ible so
long we cannot formulate
‘home-grown’ reforms and pol-
icy directions to move the coun-
try ahead in the 21st century.
But our vision and policy
choices for the future are not at
all clear. We understand very
well that it is imperative to dis-
cover our own real resources
and our talents should not
spend their time only in writing

consultancy reports. Rather,

they'should be working on their
OWT) mcu:lFIs and structures,

- Our government has o
commit itself to agenda reforms
developed by itself which
should be put to discussion in
the parliament and in the civil
society. The government should
reach out resources to the poor
and relocate productive assets
in their hands. Capital assets
have to be relocated to low in-

. come segments of -the societly.

Packages are also needed to im-
prove their productivity with a
view to utilising that capital.

a e -

children? Why do they have (o

arrange private parties and go -

on drives for recreation? Is it
not the obligation of our gov-
ernment to provide means for
growth of healthy future gener-,
ation? Why is there a free sup:
ply of drugs in every cigarette
and pawn shop and nothing is
being dpne by the government
and the Drug Control Depart-
merit to prevent .

. No sooner has the new gov-
ernment come, it is busy pursu-
ing its own interesf, rvgicr than
look after our interested for
which we voted,

%
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Be{:;afc of the above rea-
sons, ntries interesied in
ceippling our future generation
are active (by supplying drugs).

'1 would appreciate it very
much if you consider to write an
editorial in your esteemed pa-

per.

"A Parent.

Phaka

Sir. Smartly dressed in
‘Mujib coat’ all the ministers,
MPs of Awami League govern-
ment and some bureaucrats are

~ling a

nowadays blaming all previous
governments of the past
twcnt{—nnt years for commil-

| lypes negligence in du-
tjes to the country.

We are bewildered and com-
pletely perplexed as to wh
most of the present respectable
ministers, MPs and govern-
ment officials did not wear
‘Mujib coat’' during the last
twenty-one years? 0 is re-
sponsible for committing negli-
gence to duty?

() H Kabir
6, Hare Sireet
Wari, Dhaka- 1203

the occasion in dealing with the
law and order situation.

(d) Parliament: What about
the parliament? The PM wants
the Parltament te be in the

frontstage. not initiate leg-
islation to with the terror-
ists irrespective of affilia-

party

tign? Such a bold step calls for
united move of both govern-
ment and tion. A strong
lobby outside the Parliament

o St T laws
nical support. existing laws
may be reexamined in terms of
their suitability” New laws,
where , can be enacted

active in o P ore

. the law and
order aspects university’
students, teachers, and then po-
litical — $0 as to recom-
mend emendable actions. It
may be to ban all po-
litical activities on c s of
all politi parties their
campus organisations.

The Missed Opportunity

Earl in " office, BNP
ggl?;cﬂ -a roundtable :lkth atjll]
parties to grapple wi
such issues. If I recall correctly,
after one or two meetings,
no was heard u{iil: E;Fﬁtﬁ
is now calling upon
n hands in such matters. The
NP does not seem interested to
work with AL in any matter
whatsoever. It boycotted the
national seminar on law and
order on the plea that the mat-
ter be debated on the floor of the
House. The leader of the opposi-
tion has been cqpsplcuouu by

A Crucible for Both Government and Opposition

her absence in the House Com-
mittee. The oppeosition walk-

outs have been too fr 1 be-

from the first day of the
Parliament.

It seems that the ghost of the

non atiorr of AL and its
su during the last two
of rule has been haunting

ing

back in its own coin i.e.
mmm.mﬂ

%y the style shown by AL. Yet
the political

distrust. It breeds and
hatred. It eventually leads tp a
politics of revenge — which the
PM has so thoughtfully said her
party would shun.

it 1s of utmost import the ar
eas of cooperation be identified
between government and oppo-
sition without losing any fg?

ther time. Such areas — how-
ever small — the beginning of
working together with growing

trust and follow-feeling We
witnessed in during the Fifth
Parliament days how BNP and

AL and other parties joined
hands in amending the Consti-
tution — thus enabling it to re-
vert to a parliament ary form
of government [(Twelfth Ame-
ndment Act 199]] Since then,
regrettably. the paths of BNP
and AL have crossed — drifting
away from each other with even
small winds of difference
blowing. This must be reversed

Nurse the Sapling

Parliamentary government
is pro-mised on healthy opposi-
tion. It works as long as the
party-in-power gives the party-
in-oppo-sition its due share of
criti-cising the government for
its fallures and for corporating
with it where it succeeds, This
opposition must walk on two
legs — one for opposinf and the
other for supporting . Unfortu-
nately for the nation, the oppo-
sition during BNP government
walked on one leg only. There
was little or no cooperation
with the BNF government by
the AL opposition so much so
that the government by the AL
opposition so much so that the
government could not work at
all at the fag end. Let's hope that
BNP, now in opposition would
not fall prey to such temptation
— thereby bringing down the
whole edifice or parliamentary
government,

Parliamentary government
is comparatively a new experi-
ence for our political parties — a
little over 50 years and that too
with occasional brakes. This is

et to take firm roots with

ealthy tradition being set by
overnment and opposition.’
e seed is sown and it must

now be nourished carefully so
that it ws unham . The
real caretakers of this seed are
the party-in-power and the

.party-in-opposition. Let' s leArn

rom our tree plantation drives:
while millions of saplings are
planted. only a few thousand

. survive for lack of adequate

care. Our political caretakers
just don't get along. That's or
there's the rub.

_The writer is an ex-professor
of Public Administration at
Unilversity and ex-

member of PATC, Savar

fornion ]

- Conventions are the Noﬁ-légal

. Rules of the Constitution
‘ S M Abdus Salam

Many rules of the British
constitution which are observed
by the Crown. the Prime

inister, ministers. members
of the parliament, the Judiciary
and the civil servants, are not
contained in the act of Parlia-
ment or Judicial decision but
are {o be found in the rules of
conduct called constitutional
convention. These has been de-
scribed as rules of constitu-
tional behaviour which are
considered to be binding by and
upon those who operate the
Constitution but which are not
enforced by any court of law or
by the gresiding officer in the
house. :

These conventions of the
Constitution are obeyed by
thode to whom they apply not
because of the threat of any le-
al sanction in case ol breach.

ut because of the political dif-
ficulties which may follow if
1he¥ are not obeyed.

he British constitution has
been described as the product ol
evolution rather than revolu-
tion. The consequence is that
many non-legal rules supple-
ment the legal sources. ose
non-legal rules plays signifi-
can{ part in the Constitution.

Convention can be seen to
operate in all areas of the Con-
stitution. The Crown's relation-
ship with the Executives is sig-
nificantly defined by the con-
vention, i.e. . the Crown must
act on the advice' of the minis-
ters, must not exercise his own
initiative in refusi to accent
to the hills which have been
passec] through both the Houses
of Parliament and must a nj

1 as Prime Minister the leader ol

the party with majority of seats

in the House of Commons.

Convention relating to the

" body not of laws but ef

legislation includes the House |

Lords ought ultimately to
defer to the will of the House of
Commeons. Parliament must be
suminoned at least once a .
Convention relating to the judi-
ciary include judges shall not be
active in party politics.

There are clear distinction
between law and convention.
Laws are enforceable jn the
court but convention are not.
Conventions are not law in the
true sense of the words. If any
or all of them were broken. no
court would take notice of their
violation. Conventions aré a
political
or constitutional ethics and
constitutional morality of the
dayv. violation of which is not
an offence, not enforced or
recognised by the court of law.

Convention has several ad-
vantages over legal rules. Théy
provide a means of bringing
about constitutional change
without the need ior formal

- change jin the law. They allow

the legal power ol the Queen to
remain intact while allowing
the democratically elecied gov-
ernment to exercise those pow-
ers, and they allow flexibility.
Law is rigid and may be diffi-
cult to change . Convention al-
lows the Constitution te evolve
and keep up-to-date with chang !
ing dircumstances without the !
need for formal enactment or
repeal of law. As long as the
convention are obeyed there is
no need for legal codification.
if a particular convention is
disregarded then it can lor:
mally be enacted by an act of
the Parliament

The writer is the joind pub-
licity secretary of Jatiya pﬂrtyj

and an external low sthedent of
the Untversity of Lendon
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