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world market for farm products

The Export Promotion Bu
reau (EPB] has suggested that
the country s potential traders
should explore world market
tor agncultural products,

According 1o official
vegetables. fruits and
pientos have bright tradin
prospects in the internationa
nmarket

Bangladesh has its own
ethnic communitly markets in
the Middle -East. Europe and
Northh America Exporters can
earn a4 high profit margin [romn
these areas

Potatoes. tomatoes, onions,
lemon and limes., bananas,
pineapples, mangoes, litchies
and papayas have high demand
abroad. The country must de-
velop 1ts ‘export infrastructure’
to utilise those potentials

SOUTC0eES

Start Report

An EPB offticial sald due 1w

difficulties in augmentation of

supply in the internal market
thhe other procedures like
grading. packaging and air
lransportatiosn can not be done
properly

He spoke of some other prob
lems a[ﬁnut export activities
like lack of sufficient air
Ireight space. cold storage [acil
ities for perishable fruits and
vegetables

According to gn official
statistics, Bangladesh produces
one lakh metric tons of toma
toes, ten lakh metric tons of
potatoes and five lakh metric
tons of sweet potatoes

The most lucrative market
for potato may be Netherlands
Belgium, France. Spain and UK

The EPB official said some
lour million Bangladeshi expa-

iriates are living in different
countries of Asia, Europe and
North America and they consti
tute the major consumers of
Bangladeshi vegetables and
fruits

Bangladeshi traders gener-
ally export these items almost
in an Informal way They pro-
cure vegetables, pack and take
them to the airport where stor-
#r facilities are yet to develop
They bind these goods with
ropes and Bl‘.nn%:

Meanwhile A Rahim, Di-
rector of EFB told this cbrre-
spondent that Bangladeshi
frozen foods. speciall
shrimps, tortoise. crabs could
be made popular in the Western

and American markets by
adopting an & =ssive market-
ing policy by the exporters

him, hoped that the ex-

port of frozen foods could be in
creased more than double
within a decade

He said our exporters should
maintain quality of frozen
fdods which are being exported
to USA and EU countries "TUSA
and EU countries are specially
concerned about the quality of
our shrimps.” he said adding
1JSA wants to introduce a new
Sea Food Salety Control Svs-
tem which will cost high to im
plement in this country

The Director, has suggested
that we should increase the ex
portables surplus of vegetables
and fruits, diversify our prod
ucts, undertake adequate re
search and development pro
grammes (o tap the opportuni
ties of the global markets
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Potential traders should explore
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Handloom project
of Tk 57.57 lakh
taken up at
Ctg hill dist
BANDARBAN, Aug 30: A co
ordinated development and re-
habilitation project for hand-
loom industries have been
taken up at a cost of Taka 57.57
lakh in the Chittagong Hill dis-

tricts, reports UNB.

Chairman of the Bangladesh
Handloom Board (BHB) Dilip
Biswas told UNB that a total of
360 tribal men and women will
be trained in these courses un-
der the Integrated Development
and Rehabilitation Projects in
the hill tracts region this year

As part of the round-the-
year f(raining programme, a
three-inonth training course
for the tribal women began at
the BISCIC centre at Balaghata
this week. Some 60 tribal
women are taking part in the
lraining course organised by
the BHB.

Each trainee will be given a
handloom and Taka 10,000
cash as interest-free loan after
completion of their training.

BHB will organise two sepa-
rate Lraining courses in two hill
districts of Rangamati and
Khagrachhari soon.

The Chairman said the total
number of handlooms in the
country is 10, 27.407 which

produce 70,70 yard cloths an-
nually

Malaysia imports
cattle from
Cambodia

for beef

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30: A
shipment of 287 cows arrived
Thursday in Malavsia, the first
among the teris of thousands
planned for import from Cam-
bodia, a news agency reported,
says AP.

The locally slaughtered cat-
tle will provide fresh beef for
buyers more accustomed to im-
ported frozen beef, the Pahan
state chief minister Khalj
Yaakob was quoted as saying by
Bernama news agency

Bernama said Pahangbif
Private, a subsidiary of the gov-
ernment-owned Pahang State
Development® Authority, has
signed a contract to import
20,000 to 80,000 heads of cattle
EeVery year.

Khalil was quoted as saying
that Pahang state and Cambo-
dia are also keen on boosting
bilateral trade and economic
cooperation.
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M_uhammad Younus, Vice Chairman, Board of Directors of Islam: Bank Bangladesh
Limited, addressing the inaugural ceremony of a two-day long branch managers
conference of Dhaka zone of the bank on Thursday in the premises of lslami Bank

Training and Research Academy.
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India rejects Opposition demands
to review all telecom deals

NEW DELHI, Aug 30: An In-
dian minister Thursday re-
jected opposition demands to
review all telecom deals
awarded during the last three
vears by his predecessor who is
now facing corruption chasges,
reports AFP.

Communications Minister
Beni Prasad Verma told par-
liament that while he would en-
sure transparency in future
contracts, any review of the ear-
lier deals "would not be useful.”

“We want to maintain trans-
parency in all telecom tenders.”
he said, adding that the gov-
ernmert was keen on private
sector participation in
lelecommunicalions sector to
meet the growing demand for
telephones.

Verma's comments followed
a call by opposition MP Nawal
Kishore Rai for the government
lo review telecomn deals awarded
by former minister of state of
communications Sukh Ram
since 1993.

Ram, who led the communi-
cations ministry in the gov-
ernment of former premier P V
Narasimha Rao, has been under
a cloud since detectives al-
legedly found huge amounts of
cash from his homes about a
fortnight age.

The Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, Indian peo-
ple’s party] and the Communist
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)
meanwhile demanded a par-

liamentary investigation into
Ram's alleged corrupt dealings.

"Ram has violated all norms
of the department of telecom-
municattons as he has given

Boeing may sell,

up to 50 of
Its new 747s

NEW YORK. Aug 30: Boeing

Co has orders from Asian carri-
ers for more than 30 of its new
larger and longer-range 747
jumbo t_if'_ts at an estimated
value of more than 5.5 billion

dollars. The Wall Street Joumrmnal

reported Thursday, says AP,
The orders could grow to 50
planes by the time Boeing an-
nounces the launch of the new
models. expeeted at the biennial
Farnborough Air Show that be-
gins Monday in Britain, the
newspaper said. citing execu-
tives familiar with the compa-
ny's sales.
~Japan Airlines, Malaysian
Airlines and Singapore Air-
lines have already agreed to
B‘lace orders for what will be
oeing's largest planes. All
Nippon Airways o Japan and
Eat ay P'an::ififi:j Airways of HDHE
ong were still negotiating wi
Boeing. & i
- Deliveries of the jets would
begin in the year 2000,

away (dealsworth) millions (of
dollars) to some companies,
and these display favouritism
and corruption.” said Basudev
Acharya, a communist MP.

Acharya said the govern-
ment should also publicise any
action it takes against Ram and
other telecommunications
ministry officials who were in
league with him _

A BJP MP, Ram Naik, said
the parliament should probe
the tainted former minister's
deahngs because Ram. an MP,
had brought disrepute to the
house.
~ The Congress (1) party of
former premier Rao, which has
already suspended Ram. said it
and no objection to any investi-
gation.

Runu Ghosh, a communica-
tions ministry official who re-
ported directly to Ram, has been
arrested here, allegedly with
large sums of unaccounted
money. Both Ram and Ghosh
allegedly promoted select tele-
Ccom companies.

Ram oversaw the opening of
India’s mammoth ‘telecommu-
nications sector three years ago
in line with sweeping free-mar-
ket reforms.

Multinational firms like
Telstar Corp., Hutchison
Whampoa Ltd, Bell Canada. AT
and T, Alctel of France, and
Scandinavian firms Nokia and
Ericsoon have already entered
the market.
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Child labourers in
garment factories
to be eliminated

by Oct 31: Redwan

CHITTAGONG Aug % Redd
wan Ahmed. the Presiden' of
| he Bangladesh Garment Manu
facturers and Exporters Associ

N —

ationy (BGMEA) saied hurscay |
that the association | COOper
ation with UNICEF and JLO
wouild totally elitmnnate < hild
labour from Bangladesh gai
nient sector by Ck tober 31 next
reports BSS

Address Confer

Fioate| 3T, 1-..”1'1 I,L,.-|1
]-'-'l'l
100

ence at a iin
el J;r”“; girvey conducted

(INICEF | BGMEA
182 garment factories in Dha

..'ll:' ATl

ka. Naravanganj. Chittagong
arwl Khudna identified 10 547
child labourers and those o hild

labovurers were absorberd in the
education programiine

He said 130 schools for
chilrd labourers have been set up
in Dhaka, Narayanuganj. Chit
lagong and Khulna with the
help of UNICEF and by now
2015 students have bheen en
rolled jn  those schonls
[INICEF. ILO and BGMEA have
been financing the education
yrogramine for child labourers
{w acldedl

He said the education pro
ramme lor child labourers s
weing implememted on the basis

mmemorandum of under
| standing signed by BGMEA,
UNICEF and ILO He saidd the

child labour issue has beconie a
maltter ol Concermn as importers
ol Bangladesh ready made

_ F,Hunrnt.-, have been pressing

or abolition of child labour
Irom garnrent sector He said
education programime lor ¢hild
labourers may continue for
Lliree years

Matsushita to
start sale of
digital video
disc 1in Nov

TOKY(), Aug 30 Japan's Mal
sushita Electric Industrial Co
announced Thursday 1t will
start selling digital video disc
plavers in Japan ol Nov. |, says
AF '

A sales date in the United
Stiales hasn i “i"t‘]'l ANnounced
vl but Matsushita spokesman
lakayoshi Tachibana said,
Were ainung ot the Christnias
Bl b

T'wo models will be available
in Japan, priced at 79 800 yen
(739 dollars) and 98,000 ven
(907 dollars} - The company
sells 1ts products under the
Panasonic, National. Quassa
and Technics brand names

DVD plavers are hilled as a
mMajor home electronics product
that will eventually replace CD
and videotape players. They of-
ler higher sound and picture
and their dises can
store severn to 14 umes more in-
formation than CDs

With its announcement
Thursday. Matsushita gets a
head start on other Japanese
competitors. Archrival Sony
Corp. said Wednesday it won't
start selling DVD players until
next spring, citing lack of soft-
ware. Toshiba Corp. is aiming
for the Christinas season but
hasn't given a date yet.

Tachibana said about 40 or
50 DVD titles including movies
wi]l be available when the play-
ers go on sale in November,
Matsushita plams to produce
30,000 DVD plavers 4 month,
and another 10,000 TV sets with

Many companies in the
movie industry are worried
about protecting their software
since the digital technology of
DVD playvers allows near-per-
fect reproduction of sound and
pictures.

“andnternal DVD player.

| rates qnd thus more
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State minister for labour says

Steps soon to make life

of Tokais meaningful

State Minister for Labour
ard Manpower M A Mannan
vesterday said that the present
government would take neces-
sary welfare measures so that
the life of poor children and
Tokais become meaningful
reports BSS

He addressing at the 'Con
sultation session on education
renahilitation and future of
child labourers in Bangladesh”
organised by Bangladesh Gar
ments Sramik Federation at
latiya Press Club here in the
morning. Former Minister
Barrister Rabeya Bhuiyan MP.
Brother D'Suza. Jativa Sramik
Party President Shah Moham-
matl Abu Zafar. Red Barnet
Country Representative Rina
>en Gupta
Altmmullah Mian
Federation President Moham
mad Khurshid Alam also spoke

I am not in favour of child
labour . but can you cite a coun

child labourers?
play our social role so that the

sures for
causes of birth of child labour
ers khe statement minister
gl

Mannan emphasised
need for bringing the poor chil
dren and Tokais into the main
stream  so that they can be
reared up for a decent life

Barrister Rabeya Bhulyan
underscored the need for mak
ing uniformnity in our labour
laws She also favoured forma
Lon ol a watch dog body to look
after the children programmes.

HYUNDAI

CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

[ BSFIC imports
sugar

"}: OO0 toens ol e B 1L
vuported by Bangladesn Suge:

Searky

&% Food Ind,

) iStries Corporatic
(BSFIC) e

UCEP Director Dr
and
Hangladesh Garments Sramik

try where there is no use of
We have to

sociely can take welfare mea-
alleviation of root

the

Shah Zafar acclaimed the
Food for Education Programme
for the poor students initiated
by the previous government of
Begum Zia and called upon the
present govermument for expand-
ing this welfare-oriented pro-
gramme for the improvement of
the education of the poor chil-
dreTi

Paddy priee
down 1n
Habigan;

HABIGANJ. Aug 30 The
price of paddy abruptly has
come down in the district due to

failure in current procurement
drive. leaving the local farmers

in financial constraints. re-

ports UNB

Only 62 tons of paddy have
so far been procured from two
out of 10 thanas of the district
til Sunday against the pro-
curement target of 500 tons
from the district

The price of paddy per
maund was Taka 278 in the
month of May and now it has
came down between Taka 190
and Taka 210

The local farmers alleged
that they were interested to
supply paddy ,to government
Fnduwns against governmernt
ixed rate of Taka 7 35 per kg
but the local officials refused Lo
procure paddy as per the fixed
rate on various excuses.

! reached the country
sl week. reports 1TNP
Besides, another 25 000 tons
of sugar is expected to be here in
the first week of September in
'Wo shipments which will be
fﬂllnwad bry alr]mrhr_-r 37 .500 tons
Ui sugar in three consig
m October next. ——
The BSFIC wil) import a to-
Jr._al _crf one lakh 172 lhﬂlﬁ;and d.l:l'j
200 tons of sugar
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' Yugoslavia accepts
conditions for
return to IMF

. BELGRADE. Aug 30: Yu-
. goslavia on Thursday a ed

PARIS, Aug 30. France will
inget 1he Maastricht Treaty cri-
teria tor Economic and Mone
tary Union (EMU] and will par-
ticipate in 1999, French Presi-
cent Jacques Chirac said force-

tully on Thursday, reports AFP.
Addressing a conference of
French Ambassadors here.

Chirac declared "France will be
at the rendezvous and will re-
spect the timetable."

I'le same poipt had been
made earlier in the day by
Prime Minister Alain Juppe,
addressing the same ambas-
sadors

("hirae said "the single cur-
rerney will permit low interest
rowth and
lwre jobs adding that mone-
Lary union would put an end to
compelitive devaluation's on

| condition that strict rules are

fixed as we are demanding for
relations between the Euro and
the other European currencies.

The president insisted on the
need to build a more stable and
more just monetary order, say-
ing that the Euro would at last
permit Europe to count, on an
equal footing with the United
States in the major financial
negotiations.

+ Juppe said that taking
in EMU 'is in our interest' and
looking beyond that, this re-
lates to the political project
that France and Germany have
together for 21st century Eu-
rope.

To take part in EMU and the
European Union's single cur-
rency, slated to start up on Jan-
uary 1. 1999 countries must
et strict standards laid down
in the treaty covering govern-
ment deficits. inflation and in-
lerest rates,

There has been speculation
that France might find it diffi-
cult or impossible to reconcile

part .

France will take part
in EMU, says Chirac

the austerity nwasures required
by the Mahastiri it criteria with
the need (o howist the fl ng
French econuiiy and fight iﬁh
unemploymeiil the French job-
less rate now standing at a hefty
12.5 per cent.

French unions are expected
to fight some austerity mea-
sures, and most observers ex-

ct a 'hot autumn' on the
abour scene.

There has recently been in-
ternational debate on whether
the Maastricht time-table lor
EMU can be met, and whether
the tough convergence criteria
should perhaps be toned down."

China’s top
policymaker
invited to
visit Taiwan

BEIJING, Aug 30: Taiwanese
business leader Kao Ching-

Yuan has invited one of China's

top palicymakers to visit Tai-
wan, a spokesman for Kao said
today, reports Reuter.

The spokesman said the in-
vitation was offered to Wang
Zhaoguo, Director of the Chi-
nese cabinet's Taiwan affairs
office, in a private c , but
there was no definite commit-
ment to accept.

An official of Taiwan affairs
office in Beijing denied Tai-
wanese newspaper reports that
Wang had accepted Kao's invi-
tation.

Kao is heading a delegation
of nearly BO Taiwanese business
leaders and politicians who
arrived in Beijing on Tuesday.

- Taiwanese economic officials

have joined the delegation in a
private capacity.

| to have accepted the Interna-
| tional Monetary Fund's condi-
tions for membership. accord-
| Ing to the state news agency
| Tanjug, reports AP
! Yugoslav, membership in
| the Fund was discontin as a
| result of the Balkan war. The
| country’s readmission as a full
member would enabie it to ob
| tain badly needed credits
| The government of rump Yu-
' goslavia, consisting of Serbia
and Montenegro, published a

| decree announcing its accep-

' tance of the IMF conditions
Parliament then approved the
decree without diseussion.

The decree said that Yu-
ﬁnlaﬂn ‘agrees with the mem-

rship in the IMF under
conditions and deadlines en
in the decisions by the Board of
Executive Directors of the
fund

Yugoslavia has refused so far
to accept some of the IMF terms,
chiefly the recognition that it
is not the sole successor to the
former Yugoslav federation
and. hence, cannot not receive
all financial benefits the feder-
ation enjoyed belore it broke
up

"The talks (with the IMF)
were intensive .. and we cleared
all economic issues regarding
the renewal of our member-
ship,” Tomica Raicevic, the Yu-
goslav finance minister, told
the deputies in parliament.

However, Raicevic said that
Belgrades attitude toward the
continuity and status of Yu-
goslavia being a successor to
the former federation remained
the same, That raised doubts
about whether its acceptance of
the IMF terms was indeed un-
condlitional

BIBM course on
lending risk
analysis ends

A 12-day course on 'Lending
risk analysis' conducted by the
Bangladesh Institute of Bank
M ement in the city Thurs
day, says a BIBM press release.

The course highlighted the
various -aspects ol lending risk
analysis, such as borrowers’
balance sheet analysis, credit
scoring, business risk, security
risk etc.

Dr Bandana Saha, Faculty

Member, BIBM, presided over
the concluding session of the
Course.
. Speaking on the occasion
she said lending risk analysis
was a tool for quality control of
credit.

The concluding session was
marked by distribution of cer-
tificates among the partici-
pants.

The course was coordinated
by Liakat Hossain Moral and
Ms Fahmida Chowdhury, mem-
bers of the Faculty of BIBM.

A total of 39 officers from
different banks participated in

the course.

Education accountability and social loan: Privatisation of' higher education

It is imiportant to draw a dis-
tinction between the public en-
terprises ol commercial nature
and other elements of public
services which are not nor-
mally provided through mar-
ket, *

Generally, non-commercial
activities are kept outside the
scope of privatisation in most
developing countries whereas
many of these services have
been privatised in developed
couniries. ,

It is important to pinpoint
some of the areas where pri-
vatisation of education, health,
administrative services are
possible in order to improve the
economic efficiency of the
economy. There is a growing ev-
idence of the developing coun-
tries such as B adesh, Pak-
istan ,where public sector is
over-expanded.

A fine case can, therefore, be
made for selective privatisation

of non-commercial activities
which are expected to produce

positive results in terms of im-
proved efficiency

. lower fiscal
deficits and better allocation of

the higher education under
which either students pay the
full cost of education or he re-
ceives public subsidized higher
schooling on condition that he
will be required to repay this
"social lean" in one form or
another.

Most of the Third World
Flimners and politicians do not
u

1
ciar sector entitlement pro-
grammes such as free educa-
tion, health care, etc. are linked
to social repayment schemes or
projects in one way or another,
the entitlement programmes
tend to the misused, become in-
efficient and are expected to put
burden on the future genera-
tion, which amount to mortgag-
ing children's future, not for
healthy social investment but
to sugpurt a system of education
which is not capable of produc-
ing cadre of people with a clear
sense of civic pride and com-
mitment to public service.

In the light of the present

alarming trend of e ration
by the educated and skilled per-
sonnel from countries like

appreciate that unless so- -

resources. Bangladesh, Pakistan and In-
X -_ - dia, the critical question arises
Privatisation of education as to whether the third world
and social } ‘universities are providing

highly subsidized education
and training to their local peo-
ple who would eventually leave
the country to settle abroad at
the first available opportunity,
fill up the gap of manpower
shortage of loped countries
and become a source of rela-
‘tively ¢ , labour.

In most of the developed
countries such as the USA edu-
cation particularly higher edu-
cation is greatly privatised.

In the context of socio-eco-
nomic realities of many dewvel-
oping countries, the role of pri-
vatisation of higher education
deserve serious considerations. Is it a distortion in allo-
Perhaps, it would not be a mis- cation of resources? For exam-

ake of privatisation of a part of ple, remittance of Bangladeshis

working in different foreign
countpies become the largest
foreign exchange earner of the
country in 1994. Ironically, a
vast majority of thése workers
are unskilled or semi-skilled.
The point is that these un-
. skilled people having little or
no education are the ones con-
tribyting to the development of
the country, whereas the people
received the higher subsidized
education ini the country are
opting for settlement abroad.
The fact is that unless edu-
cation grants, subsidy and loan
are made contingent on a term
of community or social service
at a local and national scale,
they would not produce the de-
sired result. In such a situation
educational grants and subsidy

must not be seen as an end in it-

self. :
The current entitlement pro-
grammes in their present forms
are designed to improve the
uality of individual life and
their upward mobility, thereby
making the recipients selfish
and individualistic. .

It is not geared in a way that
will increase the level of their
social awareness and commit-
ment to public and communi
service. Thus, the con of ed-
ucational accountability, social
cost and social reciprocity must
be integrated into the very con-
cept of educational subsidy or

ts or loans in Bangladesh
in parti and elsewhere in
the third world in general.

There is an imperative need
to calculate national social debt

, involving calculation of cost
incurred by the state in offering
educational facilities to its citi-

By Dr MA Mannan

zen particularly in the areas of
higher education where the re-
turn from education appears to
be very low under the present
circumstances. It is to be exam-
ined as to who are the real bene-
ficiaries of such an expensive
higher education?

Since education, formal or
non-formal, is a complex social
product, the measurement of
the rate of return is highly
complex. Unlike dams or steel
mills, it is not possible to calcu-
late the rate of financial return
on educational projects because
of the difficulty of determining
how much is really consump-
tion, how much represents in-
vestment, and how much is a
social and political good.

Besides the purposes of the
education are likewise complex
and may be different in differ-
ent societies depending on pri-
orities. But in the context of
subsidised education, the pro-
gramme of human resource de-
velopment must be designed to
provide the knowledge and
critical skill required by the
economy and the society.

- Therefore, the return on edu-
cation in terms of increases in
individual income and welfare
alone cannot be taken as the
only test of the effectiveness of
educational programmes. The
fact is that the measurement of
rates of return orrnational edu-
cational investment have both
individual and social dimen-
sions. Similarly, in the heakth
sector also, there is a need to
minimize the effects of “free-

rider”,
Privatisation of non-com-
mercial government

services

It follows then that there is a
case for privatisation of a part
of the social sector activities
undertaken by the government.
In this context the privatisa-
tion of a great number of non-

commercial services provided.

by the governinent burea ucracy
needs to be reviewed.

There is an over-whelming
evidence that despite curtail-
ment of activities of the pov-
ernment in the state-owned en-
terprises that there is no corre-
sponding decrease of the func

. tions of the bureaucracy. Many

activities ol the government of
developing countries were never
exposed to serious scrutiny hav
ing the legacy of the colonial
past including Pakistan, Ban
gladesh and many African
countries, .

In this context, the guestion
of reducing the services pro-
vided by the pgovernment
through various Ministries and
Departments such as Ministries
of Social Welare, Ministry of
Religious Aftairs, Information,
Foreign Affairs, ete. need to be
reviewed along with the gues
tion of revival of Islamic Socio
economic institutions (i.e
Awgaf] and Islamic Lools of re
distribution of income

A close review ol Lhe current
activities of the pgovernment

would reveal that there is a vast
scope ol reducing the govern

ment expenditure. For example,
a5 a general rule Hajf and
Awqaf should be self-managed
subject to the broad governmen-
tal guidelines.

In a recent study, it was
shown that the prospect. possi-
bilities, potentialities for de-
velopment of Wagqf properties
in Bangladesh are very great,
indeed. It has been demon-
strated that income generated
trom Wagqf properties can sup-
port social sector activities.
This will help the government
to develop appropriate fiscal
measures for efficient resource
allocation having bearing on
all public taxajion and spend-
ing activities of various income
groups.

When fiscal austerity be-
caimnes inevitable to combat in
llation and to stabilise prices
and bring budget closer to bal-
ance, in such situation reduc-
tion ot public expenditure in
social sector, resulting from the
coritribution made by the Insti
tution of Awgaf makes it rela
tively easy to attain the goal of
fiscal restraint

Despite budget constraints,
this would lessen the pressure
on government to accomplish
more with same or fewer re-
sources. |t is demonstrated in
the study that it should be pos
sible to develop action pro
grammes for the development
of Wagqf. involving the U.HHEH-“
tion of "surplus labour on a vol-
untary basis. The various types
of Waqf properties indicate
their development in diverse
ways. Through appropriate
planning, the Institution of
Waqf can play a very important

on fore

role in socio-economic devel-
opment of Bangladesh.

There are non-commercial
services of the government
which can be curtailed. For ex-
ample, it is to be reviewed
whether a part of diplomatic
services provided by Minist
of Foreign Affairs in the thir
world developing countries can
be privatised.

The reciprocity in diplo-
matic services between rich and
poor nations appear to be con-
tradictory and unrealistic in
the context of harsh socio-eco-
nomic realities of the develop-
ing countries where their devel-
opment are heavily dependent
aid, loan and grants.
It is to be further examined

whether a part of consular and
other related services can be
performed by the nationals of
their own

countries living
abroad on an honorary basis
If it is consciously designed.

it would not only reduce the ex-
penditure of the govermment but
also create a climate of aware
ness of public service among the
expatriates ol respective coun
tries. These measures may mo
tivate them to return to their

country ol origin. In an impor
tant sense, it may be seen as re
payment of their. 'social debt as
mentioned earlier. However,
these are examples where ex
penditure can be reduced

What is important is that all
the services provided by the
government need to be carefully
reviewed to see whether a part
of them can be privatised to cur-
tall governmeént expenditure
and reduce fiscal deficits

In this context . it is interest

management rights of
tion or service units of public
services and state monopolies
(e.g.. dams, highways, airports.
seaports, hospitals, telecom-
murications., postal services,
railways), together with their
non-operating assets,
private sector.

ing to mention that in early
1994, new privatisation strat-
egy was initiated in Turkey. It
appears that this new initiative
has been considered as a key el-
ement of the new economic pol-
icy designed to reduce the public
deficit, increase tax revenue,
coritrol the accelerated rate of
inflation, and reduce the size of
the government sector. With the
new law, the scope of privatisa-
tion is expanded to include all

m:»gurity and minority state
an

municipal shareholdings,

except public services and state

monopolies, and the transfer of
roduc-

to the

Though it is too early to

evaluate the impact of the new
privatisation
Turkey. vet Turkey's privatisa-
fion attempis in social sectors
such as health and education. is
among others deserve attention
and worth further exploring.

strategy in

At this stage it is important
o mention that despite mixed
results of privatisation pio-
grammes around the world
there is a definite trend towards
further privatization in almost
all the Muslim countries. It is
however  felt thai there is a
need to evalve different privat
sation parameters for different
Muslim countries
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