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Let Sirajganj) Become
the Model

Ca n Sirajganj show us light and set the pace as
well? Or will it founder the same way things
crash ed in the Dhaka University after a JCD BCL
truce failed to last six hours? As Sirajganj is not
quite Dhaka in any manner, an element of hope
for a t own free from college campus eruptions sur-
vives i11to the fourth day of AL and BNP leadership
signing! a nine-point code of conduct including a
morato rium on campus violence.

The (:cde of conduct came into force in the wake
of a blo.xly BCL-JCD clash at the Sirajganj Univer-
sity Col ‘¢ ge early last week in which scores were
injured, seven of them sertously. The beauty of the
Code lie:s in its being signed by 16 top local leaders
of the tww main political parties of the nation —
the Awa mii League and the BNP. In this it differs
from wh:it ever has been done in Dhaka to stop for
good the nienace of campus violence.

The futility of holding in virtual siege schools,
colleges or universities could not be better demon-
strated thn by the miserable failure in the polils
of Jamaat - e-Islami which for decades have reduced
to fiefdom two premier universities of the nation —
Chittagon ¢ and Rajshahi. BNP's pre-eminence in
DU has pr oduced only liability at best to the party.
Students 110 more decide the course of the nation
and its pol itics as it used to be the case for close on
to four dec ades. Times were when students used to
persuade |l eaders to courses of the students’' own
choice. Stu clents parties were independent entities
then. Later, during the time of Ziaur Rahman, the
parties wer e rather persuaded to take under their
wings the s tudent bodies. The students ever since
have lost th eir grip on society and a great many of
them have g ‘one over to mastani as a compensation

for their slip)ing power.

We pray ''1e Sirajganj code to succeed and set a
model for &1l other towns and cities including
Dhaka.

Act Before it Spreads Here

The world congress against commercial sexual
exploitation (M children adopted an agenda urging

the governme rits around the globe to have a rod in

ickle so tha | prospective practitioners draw their

orns in their frightened observation of the fate ot

those found g uilty.

In the bacludrop of the UNICEF estimation that

some one mil lion children a year are forced into

child prostitu tion, trafficked for sexual purposes

or used to pro cluce pomn%raghy. the conference in

Stockholm of people involved in the issue and the

concerted call @manating from it sounds like a le-

nient settlemeint of a belated appraisal.

It need not vrait the assemblage like the one in

the Swedish c apital to understand the enormous

psychological clevastation experienced by the chil-

dren who betra yed either by their innocence or the

pressing econo niic hardship of their guardians get
trapped in the vicious cycle of commercial sexual

exploitation. Rich in poverty as a general syn-

drome, Asia's problem with this phenomenon is

much greater tlaan the West where awareness and

measures are likely to produce desirable result
simply because of better economic condition.

Some of the Asian countries like Thailand and
the Philippines have over the years become the
happy hunting ¢fround of the child sex traders. It is
on alarming rise in countries like India and Sri
Lanka.

Commercial e »:ploitation of child sex may be a
relatively new phienomenon but the general abuse
of children from1 paedophiliac perversion has a
long history of stiame, secrecy and suffering. While
commercial aspe::t continues to hog the headlines,

the non-commer cial or domestic aspect of abuse
tends to lurk in levity. Along with different non
%uvernmental or ganisations government should
aunch a vigoroiis campaign to increase social
awareness on this issue.

Bangladesh mezwy still not be a hotbed of sexual
exploitation of children for commercial purpose
but it has alarmir igfly immense potential to be one.
With pﬂrnﬂFraphic Ims, videos, etc. and all other
wonders of comrnunication technology arrivin
almost a day after their invention, the evil o
broadened and scphisticated exploitation of chil-
dren for sexual purpose, be it commercial or non-
commercial, looms larger than ever before. There-
fore we must urgeitly take all necessary steps to
prevent its occurrerice here. ,

Quiite Timely

The setting in motion of the mobile post-office,
first of its kind in this country, has come as a very
timely and welcoime understanding of public
grievance. We hope Dhaka will be a trail-blazer in
this innovation as i'nore of these vehicles will be
seen across the country to offset the inconvenience
of the tax-paying citizens caused by the inept and
irritating performance of their static predecessors.

Postal service has long been a source of chronic
public suffering. Not just the long queues, contu-
mely of the unreasoriably glum and sour people be-
hind the counters zund the incorrigible agents of
system-spoiler amoig the service seekers them-
selves, there are othwer rotten features within the
postal system. More often than not complaints are
heard about letters Irom relatives, friends or well-
wishers in a particuliar neighbouring country not
reaching their desired destinations. Why no one
knows as no one bothers to explain.

Of late, corruption of a monstrous proportion is
reported to be going on inside the GPO itself. Al-
legedly a section of corrupt employees in con-
nivance with their bosses are fouling up the whole
process of DV visas — a lottery based immigration
opportunity extended by the US government to dif-
ferent zones around the world. It is in the air that
lucky winners are beinyg deprived of fortune as the
awarding papers sent by the authorities in the USA
are getting hijacked by a organised gang once they

| land in the GPO. They aire not disseminated accord-
ing to the addresses instead they are being gathered
and sold at a huge price: to people intensely eager to
immigrate. Let the advent of mobile post office be
the beginning of the end of inconvenience and cor-
ruption of all sorts.

wialch the session

F lale, Bangladesh Tele
vision (BTV) decided to
present live telecast ol

Jatiyva Sangsad (JS) deliber
ations This brought the JS
stssions al doorsteps of the
volers. Ajker Sangsad, as the

programme |s called. has
already drawn people's
attention and It was reported
that even In rural areas a
growing number of TV viewers
eagerly flock in to witness the

show why should there be & de
mand lor the live telecast of JS
proceedings” It is. perhaps
simply because that people in
general like to see [Lal their
public representatives duly air
the local grievances, criticize
wrong government policies and
help formulate appropriate
policies and strategies for the
socio-economic uplift of the so
ciety 5o long they have heard

or read in news papers, about

what their MPs said in the JS
Now they to tend to physically
It is why that
In many countries a separate

channel is used 10 throw the
proceedings live throughout the
whole sessiorn
cast of such programme appear
to enhance transparency
cially, through the guestions
- and answers session iT

net as a whole is bound to be ac

| courntable to the JS and through

Again . live tele
8 e
The Cabi

that to the people s representa
tives. We, therefore. would like

HE new govermment s In

dustry and Commerce

Minister had emnphasised
the necessity of a new in
dustrial policy Lo stride fast the
country's soclo-econoimit
progress. Bangladesh. a least
developed country with a low
human development index (HDI
below 0. .500) ranking 143rd in
| 74 countries ol the world is
still having its 56 per cent
urban and 51 r cent rural
}}npulalmn below poverty line
as ol 1990). Moreover, 65 per
cerd of the country's employed
labour force comes trom agri
culture while 16 per cent and 18
per cent comes from indust
and services res (1

The increment of EI-L
ports in money terms is ‘j::.lp-
ardised by high i

16.7 per cent of GDP (93
against only 9.5 per cent ex-
ports. Country's gross domestic
investment being 14 per cent
against gross domestic savin
of only 8 per cent of GDP (U
24 0Ob — '93) it shows eno
scope and also dire necessity for
improvement and enhance-
ment in this respect.

The development strategy all
over the world is continuously
and rapidly changing to suit the
demand ol time and technology.
The structural adjustments
with definition, operation,
menitoring have, erefore,
undergone interesting changes
in the domain of industry. The
US small business, being recog-
nised as the backbone of Amer-
ican economy, in fact., deals
with smaller enterprises. So is
the case with Japan and India.
Some 10 million small busi-
nesses are very successfully op-
erating in USA. Japan has some
6.48 million SMEs (Small and
Medium Enterprises) out of a
national total of some 6.54
million private business estab-
lishments (excluding primary
industry). India has over 2.4
million small industries spread
all over the country contribut-
ing about 50 per cent of the
value addition to the manufac-
turing sector. Almost 42 per
cent of India's export emerges
from small industries. Interest-
ingly. the nontraditional prod-
ucts account for more than 95

Therefore

JS expenses,

Parliament: The Militant Minutes

A part of the residual is spent in glorifying their party Mhm
the constituency and for the country's problems? Almost nothing.

to thank the present govern
ment for taking this new but
bold initiative of exposing the
haEII]:_-ni of JS to the pubgih

e JS sessions are one of
the most expensive ventures in
Bangladesh While in session
it is reported, the cost of opera-
tionn per minute is Tk 15000
One might dispute the figure but
let us not, for the sake of argu-
ments, refute it for a while
Suppose that in one minute, an
orator can throw 160 words
the cost of a word in
the JS stnads at Tk 94 (i e the
price of a word is Tk 94) On the
other hand. if a minute costs Tk
1 5000, then a five-hour session
(for a day) of JS would cost Tk
45 lakh a day. With one day's of
alternatively,
| 500 destitute households cou
be funded for income generating
activities (@ Tk 3000 per house-
haold). There are innumerable
options to use the money pro-
ductively Why then we are
spending this princely amount
for holding JS sessions? What
are the benefits expected from
lhe investments?

To tell the truth, it is a very
difficult task to guantify the
impacts of JS sessions. ain,
direct estimates are not possi-
ble either The activities of the

per cent of the small industries
exports. India boasts for
adopting a pro-active policy lor
syvstematic growth of small en-
lerprises through establish-
ment ol support institutions for
praoviding lacilities to small en

lerprises development through
entrepreneurship developinen

technology dilfusion, project
ideas formulation, feasibility

studies. development financing,
commercial l'mnklllpi infras
tructure provision (sheds and
land in industrial estates)
marketing and export supports
raw materials depots. design
and common facilities centres

Finding SME and small
scale enterprise (micro enter
prise] as a formidable force for
accelerating growth as well as
reducing inequality ol income
with disposal here is an at
templ to address some of the
vital issues hindering its envis

aged Larget
Structural Adjustment: The
structuring ol industries in

broad three categories namely

1) large or big industry. 2) small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs|), 3] small scale enter

prises (micro enterprises), has
already been in practice since
long in developed and develop-

ing economies. In Japan and
ASEAN countries nothing else
except this terminol is in
use in words and spirit. ping
conformity with our economies’
acceptability we may suggest
the definition of SMEs and
55Es as follows

JS could, possibly be dubed as
Service sector activities
wherein the contributions of
the esteemed members are
likely to improve the overall

service deliveries in the society
For example (a) a fruitful dis

itively speaking. if JS sessions
could be properly and produc-
tively utilized. the benefits aris-
ing out of a minute's delibera-
tion should far out its cost
of Tk 15000 That is why so
much expenses are being in-

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bﬁyes

cussion on law and order situa-
tion along with some biting
steps could arrest deterioration
and thus help boost busi-
ness/trade, investment, nor-
malize civic life. ensure conge-
nial atmosphere; (b) criticism
of inefficient use of resources in
the economy, pervasive preva

lenice of corruption and proper
suggestions might help the
economy from these rots. There
are many other similar positive
benefits that we can expect from
the JS. In a parliamentary sys
tern, at the end of the day. the
overall contributions should be
reflected in the overall perfor

mance of the economy Intu

curred for running parliaments
all over the world

There are many members of
JS who seem to be aware of the
costs and benefits spend
their total allocation titne in
ventilating the grevances of
their people in their respective
constituencies: (b) criticize the
government! for lapses as no
ticed. Ic) suggest remedial mea-
sures. They tend to speak. in
such a manner as if have to
pav to the government Tk 94 for
each of the words t thrown.
The TV viewers value their
speech much more than the
costs involved But unfortu
nately. it does not happen all

by Mohammd Sirajul Islam

national need ol employment

n‘lrnrr;-‘ulinn and high pro
ductivity. the choice of technol
oy Is more pertinent than

transfer of technology And this
approach relates to technology
with a human face or, in other
way. eflecting the happenings ol
miracle in Industrial arena
with the best use of skilled hu
man resources as principal
factor as It happened In Japan

The development of job cul
ture, inbuilt quality control
system, consideration ol hu
man behaviour In marketing
aspect are some of the top pri
ority points here Government
and private technology devel
opment centres need to be de
veloped and promoted under a
mother umbrella, like In In
donesia

Tralning: There is no alter
native to training tor technical,
entrepreneurial, managerial
skill development of vast un
employed human resources of
the rnuntrr For a newcomer or
a potential entrepreneur there
shall be a basic three months
training initially, where theo
retical and practical training
will be for equal time of one
and-half-months each. For that
purpose Small and Cottage In
dustries Training Institute
ISCITI). BSCIC, Bangladesh
Management Development Cern-
tre (BMDC) will have arrange-
ment with some industries of

Sector

-

Manufacturing & Mining etc Not more than 250 employees or Tk 40 million

Wholesale
Retail and Services

2 Def ( “Small Scale E 5

Sector
Manufacturing, etc
Commercial and Service

This restructuring will have
the inbuilt and ingrained mar-
keting facility with the enter-
prises through inclusion of
wholesale and ratail operation
in it. It may be mentioned here
that the suggested definition
has good resemblance with that
of Japan which has proved to be
wonderful in this respect.

Technology: In this dire

100 20
- p i o
Number of emplovees
Not more than 20 employees
z 7 G ;

the sector (for example, textile,
plastic, engineering. food pro-
cessing etc) as per choice of
trainees for 7 /5-member groups
each. This is already in practice
at Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute of India (EDII)
with great success. In course of
time, there shall be more such
training centres in different

divisional headquarters Such
efforts in private sector may be
supported by government. DFls
Moreover, post-training reha
bilitation of successfully
trained potential entrepreneurs
will have to be ensured through
provision of credit and infras
tructure facilities by bank and
BSC I

Credit Inwt: Al this
nascent stage ol industrialisa

tion credit being the most
sough after ingredient for in
dustrial development ample

opportunities shall be there in
DFls, NCHs, (Fls to meet the
demand of entrepreneurs. What
is interesting Is that in some
cases potential trained en
irepreneurs face inability to
draw fund from banks, BSCIC,
etc. in view of their not having
collateral asset for mortgage In
such cases provision of venture
capital shall be there More
over government
B5SCIC /banks may advance
credil to entrepreneurs in the
tollowing procedures:
Loan amounts 65 to 80 per cent
al the necessary funds
15 o 20 years
lerm of deferment 2 to 3 years
interest rates Low interest
[n addition, the existir 0-
cedure of marginal credit limit
(MCL) for ascertaining the
credit worthiness/limit of a
entrepreneur by bank is very
old which needs to be revised.

Financing non-perfo
(sick) industrial units: The
whisking out of non-perform-
ing industrial units from sick
list to active/performing one is
equally important along with
candid drive to check it from
falling into bankruptcies. The
above suggested measures for
credit management may save
many units from such
bankruptcies. However, the
genuine bankrupt units on such
an emergency can borrow up to
ten times the total amount of
premiums/instalments already
paid from a fund namely. The
Mutual Relief System Fund'
created/subscribed in all credit
financing banks. Japan Small

lerm of loans

5ir, In his budget speech in
the Parliament as well as dur-
ing his press briefings later on.
our Finance Minister has
proudly announced that the
current year's budget has not
imposed any new taxes. This is
only a fallacy, designed appar-
ently to hoodwink the public,
for according to a news item
published on the 14th in The
Daily Star, the government is
likely to take a decision on in-
creasing the power tarifl by as
much as 15 per cent. It is, per-
haps, equally likely that, as in
the past. the tariffs of other
utility services also, such as wa-
ter, gas, etc., will be similarly
increased. If such increases are
not new taxes, then what really
are they? Such arbitrary in-
creases without the approval of
the Parliament are unthink-
able in any civilised society.

It is possible that there are
genuine reasons for shortfalls
in revenue in the power sector,
but that is only a part of the
story. There are other major
factors which are primarily re-
sponsible for the shortfalls.
One is the system-loss which is
one of the highest in the world.
This excessive system-loss
which is much above the inter-
national average is caused due
almost entirely by corrupt prac-
tices on the part of some un-
scrupulous employees of the
Power Distribution Authority
as well as a large number of
CcoNnsumers. _

It is for everybody to see how
thousands ol fully air-condi-
tioned private commercial of-
fices, shops, restaurants, com-
munity centres, etc., have
mushroomed in Dhaka city
alone, but do these establish-
ments Fay even a fraction of the
cost of energy consumed by
them? Most of them hardly do
although it is quite easy for the
technical personnel of the au-
thorities concerned to estimate
the costs.

The other factor is the huge
arrears owed mostly by gov-
ernment and semi-government
organisations, including the

City Corporation. The arrears

run into thousands of millions
of takas, requiring the Power
Distribution Authority to bor-
row similar amounts. The in-
lerest on such amounts will
alone make for at least 25 per
cent of the shortfalls in rev-
enue. The question now is: why
should the bulk of the popula-
tion of the country be penalised.
firstly, for the mrrupt practices
of a small number of unscrupu-
lous government employees and
consumers, and secondly, for
the failure of the government
and semi-government organi-
sations to clear up their ar-
rears? It will not at all be diffi-
cult to root out the corrupt
practices provided stringent
measures, such as long-term
Frisun sentences and heavy
ines, are taken and the same
standard is applied to all de-
faulting government and semi-
government organisations as is
done in the case of ordinary
consumers, i.e. by disconnect-
ing the power lines. The best
waf to reduce the system-loss
will, of course, be to fully priva-
tise the industry or at least the
entire distribution system.

A Qayyum
69 Gulshan Avenue

Bhaka-1212

Waiting for justice

Sir, While waiting for seven
years for my case to be heard
in the Sub-judge's court,
Dhaka, I was interested to
read the reported statement of
the Acting Chairman of the
Law Reforms Commission,
Justice Naimuddin [Daily Star
— August 8] that one of the
reasons for the delay in the
administration cf justice is the
functioning of courts for two
hours a day on an average. This
is incredible. As ustice
Naimuddin said, there is no
accountability andyor supervi-
sion. | hope the Commission
would be able to remedy the
dismal situation.

In this connection it is
worth noting that under Order
8, rule 2 a defendant is re-
quired to submit his written
statement within two months.

As this is directory and not
mandatoery. the law is seldom
honoured by the de.endants
who reluse to submit their
written statement f[or years
and thus delay the hearing of
the case. It is necessary to
make the rule mandatory.

Another chronic cause of
delay which should be ad-
dressed to is the propensity of
courts to allow unlimited ad-
journments of any excuse. It
ruins the clients. There is
need to limit by law the num-
ber of times a party may seek
adjournment in one particular
case. Punitive monetary com-
pensation, and not the miserl
cost the courts occasionally al-
low, should be allowed to the
aggrieved party in case. the
limit is exceeded.

Manzur Ahmed
Dhaka

Sheikh Hasina and
Morality

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to an inaugural speech
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on 6-8-96 in a 5-day
conference on universal pri-
mary education at Dhaka Hotel
Sheraton where she rightly
said that inclusion of moral
teachings in school curricula is
a must il we want to save the
country and nation from ero-
sion of values. There is mno
denying that it is not onl
Bangladesh but also the whole
world is passing through a very
critical crisis evolved f{rom
world-wide severe moral
degradation. In this context an
educationist from Bangladesh
Prof. Dr Abu Obaidul Hoque,
Founder President of Foun-
dation for Moral Development
Approach (FMDA) has already
initiated a widely talked-about

roposal viz. "A Univer:al
Rlnral Development Proposal
to UN: A New World Order for
Peace" in a view to combating
all the crucial human problems
today like AIDS, poverty,
environment pollution, viola-
tion of human rights, oppre-
ssion on womer, terrorism,

drug abuses. smoking, etc.
Through press it is observed
that this unique package-deal
universal moral development
proposal of Prof. Obaidul
Huque to curb all these severe
human problems together has

become popular at home and
abroad.
Under these circum-

stances, we appeal to our new
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and her government to take up
this universal moral develop-
ment proposal to ensure real
and durable peace and justice
for mankind at home and
abroad.

SK Mujibur Rahman
3rd Yr Hons. (History)
Dhaka University, Dhaka-1000

Improve the condition
of Bhanugach Station

Sir, I want to draw the kind
attention of the authorities
concerned to the hapeless state
of Bhanugach Railway Station.
Bhanugach on the Dhaka-Syl-,
het route is a very important
railway station since it serves a
huge population in and around
Kamalgonj Thana. It is also the
feeder for railway services to
over a dozen famous tea gar-
dens. Jaintika, the Inter-city
Train has a stnﬁﬁage there but
the station building as well as
the platform is still more or
less what existed during the
British period, believe it or not!

I would, therefore, request
the Railway authorities to un-
dertake immediate action teo
raise the level of the platform,
modernise the station with
waiting room and other facili-
ties and provide permanent
roof over the platformm as is
available in most standard sta-
tions.

Faruguddin Ahmed
5, Bank Bhavan, Minto Road,
Dhaka.

the time and for all the JS
members

More often than not, we be-
come scared of some of their
horrible rformances. From
random o ations of some
of the members h we es-
timated that two thirds of the
allotted time are being spent on
glorifying the contributions of
their respective leaders. dead or
alive at is, for each five
minutes of speech, the said
sgeak!:r appear to spend more
than three minutes in “wor-
shipping.” A pa.grlt ﬂff;]-ir rl::lldu'h al
is spent in orifying their

y achievemnents. Then what
is left for the constitu and
for the country's problems?
Almost nothing. Since wor-
shipping has no social benefit it
might bring some private bene-
fits ) we can possibly con-
clude that this of mem-
bers brutally waste Tk 15000
per minute t a colossal loss
to the soci '

Even in countries,
allegations loom large on the
utility of parliamen ses-
sions. Voters in the develop
world also tend to complain
that their representatives in the
parliament fail to truly reflect
the wishes and challenges of
their respective constituencies

Business Corporation JSBC)
which was established in 1980
by the Japan Small Business
Corporation Law. to implement
comprehensive policies to as-
sist SMEs have so far advanced
loans worth 264 billion yen to
47 thousand non-performing
units under the system.

Poverty eradication and
women in development (WID)
Poverty eradication should be
one u!ylhr prime objectives of
our industrial policy, 1996.
Such objective can be attained
through holistic approach
trickling down the benefits of
growth to poor along with
%Lasarmu level programmes.

e involvement of mass -
lation with income generating
activities in rural, semi-urban
and slum areas of cities is a
must for the purpose. NGOs' ac-
tivities ma more geared up
and coordinated. Local gov-
ernment institutions may play
vital role like 'Prefecture’ of
France and Japan.

It is estimated that presently
only 10 per cent country's
women labour force is involved
in economic activities. As such
programme for involving more
women in economic activities
is the need of the time. Scope for
entrepreneurship development
AIMOnNg Mmore women provid-
ing training, credit facilities,
marketing prospects al home

We are the

racy. it is guite obvious that we

lems more
Wr

would experience such prob-

ple and leaders of
countries hardly c
over the spilled milk.

i1

strongly feel that none of the
parties in the parliament live
upto the expectations of the

. This certificate from the
public should, possibly, be
enough to convey the message
that the intrinsic cost of a
minute in the JS session is
much mere than Tk 15.000. So
let us maximize the gains and
minimize the costs.

Some Thoughts on Industrial Policy, 1996

on Frdcrmt_iaj treatment, ini-
tially

Information net
and market
opment: Product's ultimate goal
is its proper . Our en-
trepreneurs face difficulty in
marketing their products. Main
lacuna is absence of dﬁ'.d.l.blc
data for making mar fore-
castis, sale and future pro-

amme in this re . As such,
or information net-work de-
velopment, industrial and
commercial technology infor-
mation village/centre may be
set up initially at Dhaka, may
be in private sector.

Structural adjustment in
ministry: It is a good gesture of
the present ment that the
Ministry of Indu and Com-
merce is one min-
ister. In fact the activities of
this two ministries are very
much integrated and interre-
lated. In Japan, it is called Min-
i st of International Trade

Industry (MITI). As such, to
coordinate the activities better
and to make the country indus-
trially solid and developed,
both Industry and Commerce
Ministries may be put
as Ministry of Industry and
Commerce.

The writer is the General
Manager of BSCIC. The views
expressed . however, are his

rsonal and in no way of

SCIC | government.

and abroad is to be streamlined

OPINION

Clearing the Filth Together

Muktadir Ahmad

| bring to your attention the
imcredible deterioration ol our
environmeilt and the apparent
lack of any government or pri-
vate action to monitor and re-
view the situation, let alone
remedy to the crisis we face.
The other day I drove to Saver
and [ saw a scene | frequently
see on such trips. It had rained
earlier in the moining. Puddles
were accumulated along the
road. And in one of those pud-
dles, a man squatted to urinate,
ignoring the fact that he was
literally peeing on himself?
Across from him oozed some
red syrup look-alike effluent
from the walls of a factory
draining the same network of
puddles. No more than six or
seven feet away from all this
someone had decided to slaugh-
ter a cow. And of course, all of
this was happening by the side
of a major highway! It is not
surpn'sing that a people unedu-
cated and perhaps unaware of
the risks of environmental
hazards would engage in such
activities. What is sad is the
failure of our government and
non-government organisations
to make a difference in reliev-
ing us from such a condition.
The scene | described is no
different elsewhere. You go to
Cox's Bazaar — the beach, the
Parjatan Corporation prides it-
sr;-.lll_'l to be one of Asia's longest,
is the daily dumping ground of
carcasses of dogs and other an-
imals. Parjatan Corporation's
motto in its posters is "Come
See Bangladesh Before the
Tourists Arrive.” KEEFiI]g Cox's
Bazaar in such a filthy state
will ensure the permanent
postponement of arrival of the
tourists in Bangladesh, perhaps
thereby also ensuring the con-
tinuation of a derelict state-
owned organisation whose ser-
vices are notorious among all
who had the misfortune of ex-
riencing them. (For a quick
eel of the competence with
which the Parjatan Corpora-
tion operates, try visiting its
office at the Sheraton Hotel. It
is billed as "an information and
reservation" office. The half-
asleep staff there do not have
the capability of making any
reservations in any of the Par-

jatan Corporation facilities,

neither do they have knowledge
of any of the elementary tourist
information, such as flight
schedules to any of the prized
tourist attractions of our coun-
try.)

wThr rising class of wealthy
families in Bangladesh share a
false sense of security: the tall
buildings that are gc!ng in
Dhaka offer no immunity from
the diseases that breed at their
door step 6r across the streets,
rolling up the windows of air
conditioned cars will not pro-
tect themp from the germs out-
side, if for no other reason

a————

simply for the fact their own
chaulfeur is from a filthy
ghetto.

We should not forget the
lessons of the pia‘iuc in India.
By receding from the poor and
trying their best to forget them.
the Indian rich thought they
could be safe in their interna-
tional hub. But., the plague
brought the Indian rich, at least
momentarily to see the truth —
that notwithstanding the new
glitter, India was s India —

r and filthy to the point of

ing the breeding ground of a
medieval scourge. adesh's
road to prosperity of the few
should not blind us from this
simnpie fact: nobody is secure
till cvcrzbod is secure, nobody
is healthy ugtil at least most of
the of the people have been re-
lieved of iII health.

Bangladesh's NGOs have
made a name for themselves in-
ternationally for effectively
discharging to the poor many
valuable services for social and
economic improvement. A re-
curring feature of these NGOs is
their ability to grand scale up a
]JEI'[iCU]EI.I‘ module of service de-
i . What we are yet to see is
wholesale change in the living
conditions of any one single
community. You visit a
'‘Grameen' village, | am told,
that sure the few Grameen bor-
rowers are doing better and
seem more vigilant against the
sources of social oppression.
But, alas, the village at large
remains a sad mess — grinding
poverty continues to haunt
most of the villagers, 'unsani-
tary’ condition of living re-
mains unabated. It is time that
these NGOs turn their attention
to create successful models of
whole village-development.
Perhaps grand scaling up was a
necessary dition to turn
inward and leap for broader
ch within t comimuni-
ties. macro conditions that
inevitably affect the actualities
of even a simple village could be
perhaps more easily controlled
with the support of a super net-
work of organisations that
NGOs or NGO-like entities such
as the Grameen Bank, BRAC,

etc., now have.
as they

Of course, | hope
look inward and attempt teo
bring about larger change, envi-
ronmental hygiene will feature

rominently in their wt;f{nrt:.

e Evtmnmnl must e up
and do its part. | know of not a
single country in the world that |
has prospered without the su

rt and commitment of an ei-

tive government. The NGOs
of Bangladesh notwithstand-
ing, the must play a

incipal role in the a of
ts pe . Attention is
ccded - th

o

n n saving us from the
filth that is literally dm'mln.lJ
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