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‘Joining the Workforce

by Samia Islam :
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Have you graduated recently
dreams to start off a career? .Hold your

TOSY _
horses a while and read this article. It's oleant to

be a ve and trusty guide on the prob-
lems Broa ts you are ly to face in the
jungle of Dh armed only wit ur umniver-

sity education and optimism. There will come
times when you’ll wind up in an office with an
mlnccﬂng or MBBS degree and people there
talk to you as if any and is one in
this country with 35 per cent literacy rate.
Prospective employers will put you in your place
with looks of contempt or plain indifference. At
, those specific times, you will need to consult
some sort of a guide book, if you can preserve
your sanity long enough. 4
The first to remember under the cir-
cumstances is that the hostility l{‘?u face is
noth al. It either stems from an un-
‘warranted feeling of insecurity that you are
there to take up someone’s or it's just your
mlsin&.:mthwﬂhaﬂitsmthatgﬂstu
them._ Ei Wn}f.thcuth:rpart}r]l:;c:rhapsfeels
threatened about rolling over and handing you
the reins (which you are not there to c:F
anyway but they can't be too sure about yqur ul-
terior motives). ~
This is the common picture in the city. You
have a degree which you have worked like a dog

in a mumnnfe educational environment.
mettn lere you are today after an extended
mﬂmdyingm compiete a course that
' not have taken more that 4 to 5 years,

iOr -
i ds. M y _
the discomfort is all about.
and if have a degree in psychol-
ogy. may be you'll mre it out.
It you are not willing to stoop to string
. then chances are your my mo s
start out with looking for situation vacant ads.
But that's no way to start ydur :
rumours making the rounds that usually these

“and dreaming

you are left

S50

- Thomas Ansell JL#¥
held in city z

Thomas. Ansell Foundation
in held a discussion
and executive comnittee meet-
ing in connection with the 8th

of death of the En-
g.l:h poet Thomas Ansell, at
foundation's office in the

cﬁtyWay._nﬂaprmre-
Born in England in 1907,

Ansell came to B adesh in -
Aans Snft died in Dhela it . pi s ad Chowdh
The discussion was attended

poet Shamsur Rahman and
Ahsanul Hague, Professor

. . Wednesday.
Department of English, DU, as 2

POET THOMAS ANSELL |

organised on his Bth

el

ads are a formality. The candidates have already
been chosen and therefore. it's futile to apply for
the t. But you, with your naive exuberance,
discard all the mistic talk as senile chatter.
However, browsing further into the ad you are
likely to find that all of the vacancies require
5/7/ 10 year experiences in the same field. So, the
revelation hits you: fresh, young talent joining
the work force are not the concern of these com-
panies. They'd rather take on people who are al-
ready in the workforce but who have a penchant
for playing musical chair with their jobs.

The other obstacle facing you is the new trend
of cantract payment, These days the employers
propose to pay you on terms and conditions
whether they have any projects on hand or not.
You don't necessarily get to take a salary home
every month. Who needs a boring salary? They
are giving you a desk in some 900 sft office build-
ing, you can call yourself employed and look at
the guy on the street through sanctimonious
eyes, feeling superior because you are not the one
oyt there with-a file folder in your hand and no
where to go. However, all this contracting makes
you feel like the men who sit in front of the
Shan Bazaar with a wiclker basket and a
shovel in hand. The same ciple of probabil-

.ity applies to them too. Either they get a project

or they don't, but at least, they are prefessionals
at . Makes you wonder why you both-
ered to go through hell on a roller coaster all
those years of your life. slaving away at the uni-
versity, dodging bullets and getting a free train-
ing on survival techniques.
If you have always theught that you are not
cut out for the businessmen'’s life, well. now the

system has devised a policy to make you oife

whether you like it or not. They have taken away _
put in the gisk factor in your |,

the safety net and

o safe employment tra . So, wouldn't
it be better for you to venture out on your own?
Try something new. Not having to answer to
anyone for m decisions? Calling all the shots
etec.? Alas!' Looks like you are "going to need a
guide for the optimistic entrepreneur next),
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ury (L) and Shamsur Rahman (2nd R)

atlended as guests a discussion on poet Thomas Ansell
death anniversary, in the city

chief and guests.
Chakeﬁy:‘tliu foundation's

E:dcm. poet and writer Sul-
Nahar, executive member,

Asad Chowdhury, execu-
fve president and chief coordi-
nator of the foundation, Ali
Neyamat and Rukshana Kakan
took part in the discussion.

The meeting decided to pub-
lish *a collected poems of
Themas Ansell.” both in En-
glish and Bengali versions,

mﬂn‘l'edicines worth
Tk 28 cr exported
in ‘95 o

medicine is still

BGSF

ture roan,

the

Time: 7

= L, LR,

o&en discussion: Bangladesh Garments Sra.
mik Federa

Rehabilitation of Child Labourers in Hu;&ﬂldtlh and Their
Future'. Chief guest:- M A Mannan, State

Manpower. Venue: Jatiya Press Club, VIP lounge. Time: 10 am

Lecture on Immunolo
. Family Physicians has arranged a lecture on ‘hnmunology as,
art of tts-reglu monthly tuition progr

Theatre: Loknatiya Dal will stage ‘Sonal Madhab' as part
heatre
of India. Venue: Indian Cultural centre, 754 Satmasjid Road.

will hold an n discussion on 'Education,

nister for Labour &

+ Bangladesh Acadcruy of

amme. Venue: BSU
stern Plaga, Hatirpul «JTime: 9am- |2 noon v

of

eek presented by the High Commission

Old Fm?m | mtogether The Old Faujians Asso-

on the list. Bangladesh ciatien's | organise a 25th anniversary get

exported locally produced logether. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Thine: 7pm.

the 19@5 et sl ol ﬂfﬁml{i Lions Club of Dhaka Ar: The insta-

UNB. Hation ceremony of office bearers of the club will be held
"The incéme is increasing Venue: Family Lounge of Dhaka Club. Time: 7:30 pm.

gradually ev ear.,” Health \ »

g o 1 el Myﬂlubdmmglmwaqu

amily : the club will be held. Venue: Rotary Centre, 7-13 Satmasjid

Salahuddin Yusuf said in reply Road. Dhanmondi. Time: 5:30 pm.

to a written ?:ucsl.lon from M sg 5,5 -

Nurul Islam Talukder (Netro- Photo exhibition: m. . ceremony of the photo-

kona) in the House yesterday. graph exhibition by Sajjad C ury will be held. Chief
Bangladesh, however, im- Donald M Bishop USIS. Dhaka Venue: Gallery

ported medicines worth Tk 69 |
crore in 1995, he said, but added
that about 95 per cent of the

country's annual demand was
met locally produced
medicines

+ Some 16 Bangladeshi com-

panies have been exporting

W for the last few years,
said.

; Laberatories,
Jems Pharma. EDCL. Gano
Shasthya Pharma, Fisons (BD)
Lid, Ciba Geigy Lid.
Rhone-Poulenc (BD) Lid, Op-
sonin Chemical [ndustries,
Opso Saline. Jesson Pharma-
ceuticals, Global Capsule Lid,
Caco Pharma. Reneta Ltd and
ACT Pharma Lid.

US Embassy, USIS
closed Sunday

Country's

City /Town
The American . the
United States Information
Service [USIS). the USIS li- Dhaka
brary. and the Student Counsel- | Chittagong
ing Service inm the city will be Rajshahi
closed Supday. in observance of Kinina
Labour Day. an American na- 2;}”;]
| Says a press re s i

%:nc, House 47, Road | Dhan.nmnd; Tune: S5pm,

Ceremony: The prize-giving

ceremnony of

Kirat competition. organised jointly by Anjumane Hedayetul
Ummat and Islamic Foundation wi
Siratunnabi (SM) has also arr

Nurul Islam. State Minister for Rel

Anjuman Madrasa premises, Dattapara,

L Weather

Moderate rainfall likely
pl

Lightmnmd:rattra?igmaynfcmu;nmny uﬁmme
courtry during the next 12 hours pmn today. reports LUNB.

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged over
the country during the period

be heid. A discussion on
. Chief guest: Maulana
ous Affairs. Venue:
ongl. Time: 5 pm.

'turemrecnrdadaiidcgreenﬂeb

highest tempera
sius at Rajlhahiirﬂthcmﬂ-ﬁd@‘mm.
The sun sets today at 6/19 pm and rises at 5:40 am.
Maximum and minimoum temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and town yesterday were:

Temperature Humgidity
in in percentage

Max Min Morning Evl:niné
328 265 B4

308 26.2 it 2 5
380 25.5 : . B
320 26 4 8 4
310 252 =

275 250 96 100
29.5 255 i a0

| tion (BD

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion ?Po?' Badruddoza Chowd-
hury yesterday asked the gov
ermunent to be donsistent with
its political and economic phi-
losophy for taking firm deoci-
sion in runni
tration, reparts UNB. -

'l hope this government will
not be an or sed hypocracy,”
he said in Parliament ‘while

participating in the ‘discussion

on the national budget yester-
day afternoon.

The new budget is full of con-
tradictions as regard the ruling
party's political thinking an

-economic ideology, Chowdhury
said.

"How this government that
pursues free economy could call

the 1972-75 period a golden era .

when the then government pol-
icy was based on socialistic and
coremand econom
you reach that golden era when
you don't believe in that philos-
ophy of politics?" he said.

In his 35-minute speech
mingled with humour pungent
but subtle criticism, Chowd-
hury pointed out some positive
aspects of the past BNP regime
and made some suggestions. *

The Deputy Opposition
Leader questioned {he concept
of the government of consensus
and said even the new President
has expressed his doubt about
it .

The present governmertt is a
strange combination of Awami
League, JP and JSD which be-
lieve in completely different
.politics, he said, adding that it
is amazing that the Secretary
General of JP has become.a
minister while Chairman HM
Ershad is sitting in the opposi-
tion. -
‘Responding to_ the ruling
party's criticismm of 21 years'
Jule after 1975, Chowdhury said

How will "

the adminis* -

" BNP is called

League' be translated

Discussion concludes

this period also included -the
nine-year rule of Ershad whose

is now a Earl.ner of Prime
letcr Sheikh Hasina's gov-
ernment, - =
He said Awami League came
to power apologising to the
Eeople for its past rule marked
formation of one-party
BKSAL. political killing and
repression and famine. He cau-
tioned that this should not be
repeated by the new Awami

Le.aﬁlem government.

ferring to the governmen-
t's clamour for stampihg out
terrorism, the Deputy Opposi-
tion Leader said
consistent with their words and
deeds.

"Corruption and extbrtion
must be stopped to make poli-
tics clean,” he told the House. ,

Chowdhury criticised the
Awami League leadership for
Bengali translation of "Bismil-
lah"™ and "Zindabad" asking

~whether they also translate

Quranic verses while perform-
ing namaj, haj and ';I:lu ani.
"Will the words 'Awami

into
Bangla and how will it'stand as
‘Awami' is a urdu word and
‘League’ is an English word,*
said the Deputy Opposition
Leader. He, however, said his
1 by only one name
— Jatiyatabadi Dal.
Responding to an allegation
by former President Ershad, he
said after the fall of his gov-
ernment, acting president Sha-
habuddin's government de-
tained Ershad in a Gulshan res-
idence. He was later transferred

to Dhaka Central Jail-following

l::ressure by the then opposition
AL) in parliament. °

About Ershad’'s allegation
regarding Begum Zia's houses,
Chowdhury said the houses
were allocated by the army au-

ey must be .

%ﬂl‘it}' but the decision was ap-

oved by the ament where
warmi I.aagucpﬁg there at that
ﬂm. r ) EE
On controversy - about
Bangabandhu Ehtlzh Murjib’
r Rahman, he said it is
not fair to undermine the con-

E‘ibuﬂﬂn of any great personal-

]

_ -Cummtnti on the "na-
tional budget, Chowdhury prai-
sed the Finance Minister for

: Ercn:l_ucmg the budget in a short
me

. However, he said the new
‘budget to a great extent reflects
't:ﬂe gulicj' and philogophy ' of

e BNP government and Fi-
nance Minster Saifur Rahman.

The Deputy Opposition Léa-
der said some incorrect sta-
tistics were given by
nance Minister about economic
achievements of the BNP gov-
ernment. . 55

He claimed that the average.
GDP growth during BNP's rule
was 4.4 per cent and not 2 per

cent. The per capita iricome in °

1995 was 265 US dollars and in-
flation was 3.68 per cent when
BNP left power.

- Besides, the child mortality
rate and birth rate came down
while enrollment of prima
education increased to 1.7
crore from 1.20 crore. .

He made a set of proposals
which inclyde munth]im al-
lowance of Tk 400 for aged peo-
ple above 65, construction of

maximum security prison, spe-

cial buses for women, tiffin and
'school uniforins for prim
school students, scholarship
for SSC girl students and wage
board for journaljsts. . ;

He su ted that politicians
who have got their own houses
and cars be brought under the
income tax net.

Taking part in the discus-
sion. Opposition Chief Whip

the Fi-

- said the bu

Budget full of contradictions: BNP

Khandaker Delwar Hossain ob-
served that Tk 100 crore sub-
sidy fund is just a move to gdin
‘cheap political support" by the
Awamni | € government.

He said the past BNP gov-
ernment had waived icul-
tural loan to the tune of Tk
3,000 crore, giving relief to the
farmers. "Further relief from
the subsidy fund will largely
depend on its implementation.”
he remarked. ‘

Delwar said the finance

“minister himself has. under-
minéd the budget

incorporat-
ing Ianﬁua_#l of criticism
against BNP. The successes dur-
ing the BNP rule should have
been recognised in the budget
speech.

Accusing the minister of
suppressing facts fn his speech,
the Opposition leader said he
cited the growth rate of 1973-74
fiscal,- but did not say anything
about the following years.

Pointing at the general dis-
cussion on the bu
dget is discussed in a
special committee in every
country and suggested forma-
tion of such a committee where
the budget should be referred to.

Jute and Textiles Minister
AK Faezul Haq regretted that a
minister of the past govern-
ment gave employment to thou- .
sands of workers who earlier
left the jute mills availing
golden handshake facility.

Others who todk part in'dis -
cussion in the morning sitting
were AKM Hafizur Rahman. M
Shamsul Haq, Alamgir Mc -
hammad Mahfuzullah Faric |,

Habfbur Rahman Mollah. Pr 5f

Mohammiad Shahjahan Mi a.

. Advocate Rahmat Ali. Alh aj

Golam Morshed, Raziucld in

Ahmed Razu, Noor-Uddin ¥h an
and Prof AQM Badrudilc za

Chowdhury.

L
L]

get, Delwar .

the

Maghbazar trunk

.exchange repaired

The international trunk ex-
change at Maghbazar is operat-
ing normally after, necessary
repdir-work was carried out
yesterday, reparts UNB.

The exchange was inopera-
tive since 12:30 pm Wednesday
d;:d to a technical fault devel-
0 at the city exch :

T&T ufﬁcigs andm;%':c loyees
managed to remove the E’:I'I.l t at
2:15 am [rytstErday folowing a
frantic effort of 17 hours. said a
press release.

2nd Nat’l Debate

Festival begins

By DU Correspondent

The three-day Second Na-
tional Debate Festival was in<
a ated yesterdgy at the Pub-
lic Eibrary auditorium in the
tity. Bangladesh Debate Federa-
organised the festi-
val.

Post and Tele-Communica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim .-lnaugll;lrated the festival

articipated by 150 institutions
rom allover the country. Dr
Shamsul Kabir Babu. the presi-
dent of BDF presided over the
nplr.nlng ceremotfy of the festi.
val.

Degaters of different insti-
tutions formed debates of
various forms in the opening
day of the function.

Mohammad Nasim called
for the spread of the debate
movement at all levejs of the
society including educational
institutions for butlding a ra-
tional society

Khaleda condoles
death of Jessore

BNP leader

BNF Chairperson Hegum
Khaleda Zia yesterday es
esscd deep shock at the death
gﬁhrikh ur Rashid, presi
ernt of BNP Jessore pourashava
unit. feports UNB
In & condolence message, she
said late Rashid was an active
worker of BNP since its incep
tion and Lthe country has lost a
devoted political worker at his
death
Begum Zia prayed for salva
tion pl the departed soul and
conveyed her sympathy to the
members of the bereaved fam-

iy

Tk.29.13 cr project
to rehabilitate
tribal families

taken up

Chittagong Hilltracts Devel-
opment Board has been imple-
menting a Taka 29.13 crore
tribal rehabilitation project
under which one thousand
tribal families will be rehabili-

tated and four thousand acres of |

rubber plantation raised, re-

portis _

According to official sources

. in Bandarban, the implemen-

| completed

tation of the tribal rehabilita-

tion project began from dhe last
linancial year and it will
the year 2000.

One thousand tribal families
would be rehabilitated ¥n Ban-

| darban sadar thana and Moti-

| janga

E—— e e e v v o 1

thana of Khagrachhari
district. The [amilies would be
provided with land. money, ed-
ucation facilities, comnmunica-
tion and water supply in order
to improve their socio-eco-
nomic condition., They would

also be given necessary support
for raising plantations.

This is the second phase of
tribal families rehabilitation
pr t. The first phase project
of Taka 50 crore was m&elg
menied during the years | -
1 99%, under which 2000 tribal

families were rehabilitated and |

eight thousand acres of rubber
plantation raised.

Tofiicl Ahmed, Commerce and ln?uﬁtry
"Promotion of Private Sector Deve

.

-

opnient” project at a city hotel yesterday.
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Minister speaking at the inaugural cerem miy of

— F'11 ) photo
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(/A rare gift

enpl oyee who died eight years
ago handed a life-size portrait

_El}‘:ru r Rahman to his daughter
" teirc lay,

/ Hi1 sina was found in an unusu-
all y emotion-charged compo-
‘su Te when

fai mily met her with the forU'Elt
at the PM's office, officials said.
_bi 1thuddin, an Upper
A ssistant (UDA) of the Jativa
S angsad. braved all odds for 21
lc ;g years to preserve the rare
F ortrait in ail

Awvith B

| died of heart attack at the age of

¥

' forPM

TI ie-family of a government

E angabandhu Sheikh Mu-

e ikh Hasina in the
UNB.
Prime Ministe

city yes-
Sheikh

the members of the

The family of late Mes- |
Division

y artist Soeb,
-Mesbahuddin, who worke#l
angabandhu at the Jatiya
sangsad till his last day in of-
fice, topk the piece of art of rare
excellence to his house after
Sheikh Mujib was assassinated.
on August 15 in 1975.
Meanwhile, Mesbahuddin

42 in 1988. |

His widow, Lutfa Ara Begum
handed over the portrait to the
daughter of Bangabandhu.

e Prime Minister em-
braced her and expressed her
gratitude in an emotion-choked
voice saying no death could be
compensated money not to
EFEBT of that of an ardent lover
of the Father of the Nation.

She, however, handed over a
cheque of Tk one lakh to Lutfa
Ara Begum for bearing educa-
tional expenses of her children
who also went with their
mother to see the Prime Minii)

ter.

"Wash away our
tailures by your
fragrance’

"Bloom as flowers and wash
away our failures by your fra-
grance as the nation needs you,”
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
asked the children in the city

| vesterday, reports BSS.

She also urged the guardians
and parents to rear up their
children in a manner so that
th?v could realise the history
and tradition of the country as
well as identify the enemies of
independence.

e Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a host of children and
adolescents at a function held
at the Jatiya Jadughar Mi-
lanayatan marking the first
founding anniversary of
"Chotader Kagaoj', a mewspaper
for children, edited by rhymer.
Lutfar Rahman Riton.

It was also addressed by Prof
Momtazuddin Ahmad and a lit-
tle girl named Nadi. Lutfar
Rahmnan Riton was-in the chair.

The Prime Minister said a
nation is happy when its chil-
dren are happy with smiles on
their faces like thousands of
glittering stars in the sky. .

"I want to erase the identity
‘of street urchins as ‘lokai as my
government is committed to en-
sure a better future for all chil-
dren of the country,” she said.
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pleased to inform our valued clients
that the ANZ Grindlays cash booth in

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel has moved to the «
Sheraton Annexe Ibuilding.

ANZE Grindlays Bank Ltd.
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olfice have relocated
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