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Trimmer Administration
The need for streamlining the government ad-
ministration through restructuring, and even re-
duction in the number of its organisations, includ-
ing ministries, has been underscored by a commit-
tee set up to brlng about qualitative changes in ad-
ministratinn lmpurtant suggestions have been
made to avoid overlapping of and undue interfer-
ence with functions by various organisations of
the government, The centrepiece of the proposed
administrative reform is a trimmer and more effi-
cient bureaucracy geared to keep up with the newer
chalenges of the time.

To that end the committee has made specific
recommendations such as bringing down the

reducing the government manpower by 48,000 and
repealing the Official Secrecy Act. All of these rec-
ommendations are sure to have far-reaching im-
pacts. It is common knowledge that proliferation
of government organs and extension of bureau-
cracy are not always a.reflection of increased ad-

ministrative activities. Far from that, jobs dre at
times created only to keep the pressure of unem-
ployment off. However, we are now following a tyFe
of economy where such a scope is graduall

shrinking. The emphasis now has to shift frum
complicated and extensive paper-work to produc-
tivity, based on entrepreneurship. There is no

place of the gratis in such an economy.

As for the reduced number of ministries even a
few of them could be renamed according to the rec-
ommendations. That is in line with the reorgani-
sation agenda. However, we find the proposed sepa-
ration of the communication ministry from the
transport ministry with water-tight* ‘compartmen-
talisation of responsibilities rather incongruous.
For the transport ministry to have the charge of
posts and telecommunications seems to be quite
misplaced at a time when telecummunicatinna
have been revolutionised beyond recognition.
Apart from this the argument for a smaller size of
ministries is hardly likely to be contradicted, Dur-
ing all the martial law governments the number of
ministries ‘wds initially very small. But wg¢ can
leave aside such set-ups because they were not the

ideal ones. If the intention is to reduce expenditure
on a top-heavy administration, we should better
look at the caretaker government that succeeded in
bringing down the administrative cogt and yet
proved to be an efficient dispensation. .
Finally, we cojmmend the committee for recom-
mending the repeal of the Secrecy Aet, which when
done will pave the way for e:nsuring transparency
of the administration.

Let Them Do Their Job

[t takes at least two to run a governmeént. The Op-
position’'s role in it is nat wholly as a junior part-
ner. It is a junior partner all_right but with the
great difference that no worthwhile .governance
can take shape arnd effect without its co-operation.
The nation could be rid of one of its greatest obsta-
cles to progress and development if the opposition
decided to. play its role as that proverbtal Her
Majésty's -loyql opposition and not as a pain in the
neck. :

People, perhaps without an exception, are weigh-
ing each step of the new government. There is no
escape for any word uttered and any action taken.
The opposition appears to be ohblivious of the fact
that they are also being evaluated for each one of
their pronouncements and steps. To a large extent,

h § whnm they
un the suspicion of her being ‘a camnuﬂaged

ed b:,randfeel strongty about the modc
‘of tihe police wHich is giving birth to
wlthnuw Because
tfthinaearchﬂml&thQanaburth one and a few

“ﬁsm

their performance so far has been finding fault
with whatever the government does or doesn't and
making governance difficult for the administra-

| tion. People expect them to discharge their respon-
si-

sibilities to the nation as a constructive oppo
tHon. This is not to say, however, that their rightful
concerns, if any, should go unheeded under any
circumstances. _ ,

Begum Khaleda Zia addressed on Tuesday a press
conference in Dhaka. The expectation on the part

she would say something befitting the wisdom of
statesmen — something touching upon the na-
tional issues and marking a departure from the

- opposition’s conduct so far, a departure aimed at

giving a better account of themselves than the gov-
ernment as people responsible for fashioning the
destiny of the nation. It was clear from her. out-
pourings that she remains pathologically: fixated
on AL and its government.

A big ponderous party like BNP with crores sup-

check to the government's possible degeneration
into the waywardness’ of the earlier governments.

{* When will the BNP decide to play its part'as an op-
position — responsibly and particip ating in the

governance to which ample doors!/ have been
opened in so many ways ? )

All for This?

Kalpana Rani Chakma, the tribal girl from the
Hill Tracts whose kidnapping recently
a country-wide consciousness against the abduc-

tion malady was not the first victim of the vanish-

ing act. Several men and women had disappeared
in mysterious manner before her, never to be
traced. Perhaps the ‘change in the government
marked b

expectations and went a long way
Kalpana's case as something uniquely
least the public response le
impression. More than the effectiveness of the ef-
fort itself in recovering a missing Kalpana, the en-
co as was the expm'lalveness and inten-
sity of the general awareness.

crousness by the recent turn of evénts about law en-

forcers' sweaty search to trace the girl. Reportedly,
produced before the court one Tripti Be

picked u

m&cune we are

- more w suit, the sting, urgency or se-
| ridusness ‘this strange and sad case
wﬂ‘ldimppear the: very act'on. We.do
not know whether a c.nnclum or an‘inconclusive |
g;gzt is there in store for case but all
early trepldaﬂmm seém so0 farcical
- tcunmt. &1mmhfar K

of those having the good of the nation at heart was

porting it could do wonders in acting as an effective ~

triggered off

a resonant vow to start a crusade
against all sorts ef criminal practices raised our
in colouring
special, at
one to be under that

ut- that spirit looks destined to dilute in ludi-

gum
.v
from a vﬁlagﬂ in Jhenidah  pne party which then

- pact much more

" treat
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. but that is

N interesting develo
ment took place in the
Parliamnent
recently. The igpsue has a sel
pattern mooted in-parliamenis
Eahnpn in all other counitries,

the manner of voting, given
the subj

ect maflter in question,
was hi interesting. This
was a free vole, ers of
parliament having the freedom
of casting their votes freely.
according to their own sweét
will and in corftragt to being
wh abon rty line.
!Fllnc:d 1|-uipaw;; one of
paramount interest, but not on
the domain of national and in-
ternational politics. It related
to the members themselves. The
motioni was a proposal te In-

crease the existing salary of -

British parliamentarians.
Evidently. the dMscussion was
both lively and inmterésting. but

remarkably brief.

It*was an independent body.
Senior Salary view Body.
bereft of any member of par-
liament. that had been en-
trusted with the task of asseds-
ing the need for a raise or oth-
erwise of members of the par-
liament. The terms of reference
were to take into consideration
the cost of living index, existi
volume of work required o
members for performing their
duties. salary reviews made or
being made In other sectors ol

. the society, various perks en-

by members, etc
The independent body, after

-a thorough study, forwarded a

e EEEmE—C—m——
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increase in the salary of members of thé House of Commons substantially, from 34,000 to 43,000 pound

sterling, per annum. The same body

a raise for cabinet ministers from 70,000 to 103,000

and for Prime Minister from 84,000 to 143,000 pound sterling. Members of the Hnurofﬂarﬂldn

recommendaiion to the gov-
ermment fog an increase jn the
sdlary of members of the House
of Commops substantially.
from 34.000 to 43,000 pound
sterling, per annum. The same
body recommended.a raise for
cabinet ministers from 70,000

to 103.000 and for Prime
Minister from 84 000 to
143,000 pound sterling.

Members of the House of Lords
do not come under the punriew
of salary structure.
. The recommendations found
favour not only with the back
benchers of the principal polit-
ical parties but alm dmong
ministers and shadow minis-
ters in the parllament. The mo-
tion was carried by an over-
whelming majority of mem-
b'tf!- The interest gentrated
mong them was aptly reflected
hy the heavy turnout df voters,
as if on a major issue deliber-
aled in the House It may be

. hoted. in passing that despite

total gnembership of 651 In the
House of Commions. the max-

mumn speating capacity in the
House s only 437

The capacity has not been
expanded stnce | 950, when re-
construction ol the parliament
building became complete fol-

not come umﬁ-rﬂw_mcfnkujmm

(]

lowing devastation caused by
German bombing in 1941. On
ceremonial and other impor
lant occasions. an overflowing
House often finds some of its
members J)t standing. watch-
ing(;nncu s from behind
lines.

"What is most interesting is

that both the Leader of the

" Hofise (Primhe Minister) and the .

Leader of Opposition (Shadow
Prime Minister] were vehe-
mertly against such a high
rlllc ad expressed their views
public before the vote am'!.
ﬂnm’ll voted dgainst the
posal. ,Thl: La leader. uny
Blair, subsequently declared
that he would not accept any
pay rise except to the tune of 3
per cent as provided for some
other sectors. Prime Minister

John Major has not yet decided -

whether he would accept the
raise. as passed by the parlia

The parliamentarians giv-
ing themselves a high raise to
their own emoluments. caused a
good deal of commotion and
criticism. Opirfion polls earlier
taken by a section of the press
suggested a vast majority of
people, 75 per cent. were op-
posed "to the parliamentartan
ind e and another section
call the supporters of the
move greedy” A sfall section
of the society, however en-
dorsed it. since it rcprescnted
less than what is in vogue
some of the western Eurg?e
countries. Besides, some he

perks allowed te themn. such as
mihlEf allowance on travels

had been cut on the basis of rec-
ommendations of another
commitiee, on standards in

-publi¢ service. Yet, empilqyees

Functlonmlgmg)f United Front Government

Chakravartty writes from New Delhi | _
would like to join the Deve Gowda government, and

Mudmtﬁcmﬂwnm#ﬂp

Sharad Pawar's name is often
until the United Front itself is broken up through revolts and
Deve Gowda has been regularly

mentioned in this connection. This is not likely to happen ynless and
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
wmhoﬂloq”ﬁm Rao for 2

HEN Dew Gowrda was

’ » G '
Wawnrn_i 1 as the Priine
* Minister of India two

months ago, , il was ac-
knowledged that he would be

‘heading a coalilion government

in which the regional parties
would be signilicanl con

stituents, apart Irom the
Congress whose support from
putside constilutes the life-line
for the United Front from Miti-
istry. because without the oxv-
geh provided by il there was no
question ol Deve Gowda surviv-
ing in Parliamenl.

The experience ol the last
two' months ol functioning of
the United Front government
has brought .out some signifi-
cant features which are unigue
to the present coalition set-up.
For one thing. the compaosition
of the ‘new government has
idrgely been dictated by re-
gional ‘pressures instead of be-
ing on the merit of the new Min-
isters and their suitability
the portiolios mc}; hold. To a
certain extent. this regional

stamp could be seen in most of |

the Ministries since Indira
Gandhi ruled as a monolith.

" The Ministries that have come

and gone in the twelve years
since her demise have been
more and more® heterogeneous
in character. though in one of
the previous ministries the re-
gional stamp was so pro-
nounced as it is on the present _
government.
Secondly. hapwnmgsl'at thl.-
State level are having their im-.
onouncedly
of1 the fortunes uFrhis govern-
ment than at any sime in the
past. Whether it is the water
dispute between Karnataka and
Tamilfladu. or the Romesh

. Chandra report on the goonda-

giri by Mulayam Singh's men
against the BSP.in Lucknow
last year — such’issues of'local
"concern have started,taking
recedences in. the business of
arliament. i is true that ma-
jor developments in the States
found their echo in Parliainent
in the past, but these were not

portance for the government of
the day. Today the dispute over
the water issize can decide
whether the DMK and Moopa-
nar's Munnani Congress would .
stick on or withdraw from the

Neutral media

Sir. A recent letter in your
letter column written by
Natasha Kamal on B/8/96 un-
der the heading "Neutral Media”
drew my attention and I would
like to say a few words regard-
ing this. While explaining her
stands she ‘has given variuus
statements which can easily be
countered but I do not want to
do that. What really surprised

~ me was one.of her elaims that

this paper is not maintaining
neutrality while covering
news. The only problem with’
her topic was she could not stay
neutral herself and openly sup-

ported one particular- party in

which she believes. That is very

well but there is always another
-side 'of the coin. What is a neu-
tral media to her? When a pa

1. or news media supports his/ er

party or does not go for any
' criticism, is that neutral? If we

analyse the role of the media:

befure and after the June 12th

election it is easy to see that -

practically most of the newspa-
pers including the state-run
television started siding with
gave a
good momentum to the then
opposition in the
tions. Just like she felt that
there was no Neutral Media

supporting her. gan at that

time, many people fe

Media was biased. Thl: way th:

editor ef Ihe Duuy Star*asked
utltiﬂna

wr.ﬂ“‘dhf‘i”# belong
ﬁmﬂhmtﬂnquﬂ'

and others unha
the role o
Aﬂ;l:sr the -Eiﬂf.!-

terhnpw

L3

for

. ment out of

_come, 1o
as of life-and-death im-*

Gowda govermyment. If Mulayam
Singh Is-discredited through the
exposure of the official repbrt
pc:r itical party. then it may en-

danger his political longevisy at
the Centre and with thal is
linkedrup his relation with the
United Front itself

Al the policy progranumnatic
level, the United Front govern-
ment has been tacing Jitticul
lies which have 1o precedents
in our parliamentary politics.
As 18 well-known. the United
Front after the election drew up
1o Common Minimum ~“Pro-
gramme (CMP) (o serve as a
guideline for the new govern-
ment, and all the constiluents
from the marKet-friendly Chi-
dambaram to the Left parties
all began 1o swear by it. How-
ever, many ol the decisions on
mq:mmuﬂc {ronl came as ad
- pronounceéments from the
Finance Minister. though he
claims that he has never meant
to deviate from the CMP. Al-
though Chidambaram claims
that his Budget has been in con-
formity with the CMP line,
there are nuances which makes
it obvious that he and his min-
istry have been.straining every
nerve not ondy to retain Man-
mohan Singh's open-door hﬂt"
but to carry it forward.

The issue which wnked.the
widest public’ protest has been
the unprecedented price hike of
pctmteum products which has

p the danger of serious
inﬂatmn and price rise allect-
ing vast sections of the under-
privileged jn society. Most of
the other constituents of the
United Front were annoyed at
this unilateral announcement
of petroleum price hike, but
they had to accep
compli because the only alter-
native left before themr would
have been to vote the govern-
power — whieh ob-
‘viously the United Froni mem-
bers would be reluctant to do. as
in their calculation. this would

pave the way for the BJP to .
power. ‘which they are ..

At betda et
In this context, it is inter:sb

ing Lo note the Congress inter- -

action with the United Front.
When the CMP was announced,
the Congress announcéd that it

would support the prupnsals

-uptil now,

* for advice and

t the [ait aec- .

- embodied in |t A']ihuu[h Lhe

Congress leadership particu-
larly Narasimha Rao has been
involwed In a number ol cases
" pertaining o Chandraswamy’s
acfiyllies as also those of his
own son and nephew, he has
_been able to retain
majority support -both within
the parliamentary party of the
Congress as also in the Pradesh
organisations as a whole. With
all the hi-fi publicity that the
Congress dissidents have so far
been able to manage lor them:
selves. il -appears thal their
hold on the party is still v
weak and that is only mml‘fﬁ
their puhblic  attack on
Narasimha Rao, they have not
been able to dislﬂdgt him from
the presidentship of the party,
As trends show upto now. there
ig little chance of the dissidents
taking over Lhe parly organisa-
tionn through the inper-parly
elections that are planned for
the next six months.

There is always the talk that
a section ol the Congress would
like 10 join the Devé Gowda gov-
ernment. and Sharad Pawar's
name _is often mentioned in
this connection. This is not

" likely to happen unless and un-

til the United Front itselt is
breken up through revolts and
squabbles. Meanwhile, it is
worth noting that Prime Minis-
ter Deve Gowda has been regu-
larly consulting his predecessor
in oMdice, PV Haraslmha Rao
guidance particu-
- larly in ¢he matter of key ap-
pointments in the administra-
tion. This is common knowl-
edge in New Delhi, and one
finds ™ number of cases in
which the Prime Minister an-
nounmced appointments as per
the Congress President's adviee

uch Lo the embarrassment of

s Front colleagues.

[t is not surprisiitg that the
mndhn;! of I;:EJDT issues such
a:: Kashmir the problems ol
the North-East, will ppse the
real test for the United Front
overnment. Although’ Deve
jowda has so far proceeded

along lines in Kashmir which.
‘are acceptable to all the parties

in Parliament, it is yet to be
seenn how the alienated people
in the Kashmir ‘-’allE}r would re-
spond to the present govern-

. Jakar'%: before a large nuntbers

. m;m'- overtures, and how the

responses [rom the Valley could
be reconciled with the demands
of Jammu and Ladakh. The en-
tire question about the quan-
tum ol promised autonomy to
that state hiy on that. As for
the North-Eas® economicd de-
velopment. scope for jobs and .
assertion of democratie rights
of the people. are the three is-
sues round which solutions
have to be worked out if the gov-
ernmept in New Delhi has to

" erarn back the confidence of the

embittered sections of the peo-

ple in the region which is still

isolated from the mainstream
of India1 developmesnt, both po-
litical and economic. :
Agmimst this bac und of
such formidable culties,
one cannot but note the firm
stand of the new government in
the field of loreign affairs, par-
ticularly with re ard to the
central 'issue of CTBT. The
firmness with which the pre-
sent government has been re-
fusing to to sign the pre-
sent CTBT draft as presented by
a. whole host of riul eoun-
tries at.the Geneva UN Confer-
ence, is dctually the measure of
overwhelming support the Gov-
ernment has been able lo enlist
i the country as a whole. There
ls no party worth the name in
ndia today which is prepared
to toe the line laid down by the
nuclear powers . T{u: excellent
presentatiore ol India's case |y
Forei Minister Gujral at

ol countries including three ot
of five veto-holding members of
the Security Council (USA. Rus-
sia and China) as also to a large
number of developing countries
has been a welcome step in the
right direction. India has never
been scared at having to go it
aldhe so long as the cause is

just and in the interest of the

country and its sovereign pre-
rogative.

. However, tHe real test for the
durability of any government
lies in the hands of the people of
the country. It is too early to say
that: the United Front govern-
mont led by Prime Minisier
Peve* Gowda has passed that
lest.

_The, writer is an Ed:tnr of »
The Mahstream
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neral elec-
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tion the way some newspapers
started giving importance to
one party was too naked but the
editors could not change any-
thing by doing that as the ulti-
mate judgme t'is always with
the ple.
he prime minister herself
wanted criticism so that any
" wrongdoing can be rectified —
s0 why stop that? This can be 3
real benefit to the government
" party, they can, make their
choice which issue to consitler
‘and which not. | agree with ber
on one point. Yes, there are,
some newspapers which are not
neutral. The editors or owness
of the papers belong to certain
olitical parties. Though, this
ind of editors might be able to
fool the rural or uneduecated
ple but 1 have my doubts if
this kind of newspapers caan re-
ally make any impact on the
urban and educated people.
Consider Shobinoy Jarjley
Chai and the editgrial wrlt;kﬁ
of this such as BIR-
DEM issue), | nally do not
think that. the editor or the
newspaper itself i biased and
that they are not maintaining
neutrality in their comments.

M Anivarul b
1/3 Road. Block-C

_ Hahannrmdpur Dhaka-1207.

s Airpollution
Sir. Recently in the anmual
E eneral met:ting of Bangladesh
ety for Conservation of En-
vironment, the agtivities of the
- Society as well as the envi-
ronmental gituatiom of
B esh was reviewed, The
QJ{B’EICE stressed the

-

-

.. the public

need for accelerating action

programime towards ensuring a
pollu

The speakers in the meeting
observed that the present sta-
tus of air-pollution is rather
very serious and urged upon
. the authorily concerned to
take measures {for checking
air-pollution by . wvehicles
fumes, fActory's wastes and
other sources.

Snme of the discussants
ested publicatfon of
ets with relevant quota-

tinns from the holy Quran and
other Books of religion to cre-
ate public awarenesd on the
importance of keeping a clean
dnd pollution-free enviromn-
ment. One such quotation is:
'E‘,Icanliness is next to Godli-
ness.”

The President of BSCE,
Proi. Dr. Abdullah Al Haroon,

Professor, ENT, Dhaka Medical

Coll and Hospital said that
the Society was very soon go-
ing to launch an. action pro-
amme for containing air-pok
ution through public partici-,
pation. He sought everyone s

. cooperation.

M. Zahidul H
Puhlici.g and ess Secrﬂam

Sir, Like me, the peace-]
ing people of this country w
perturbed to read the statement
of political leaders who threat-
l:ned to go to thc streets if their

ution-free’ emnvironment.e

demands wore not achieved, We »
wonder what is the intrinsic
wvalue of the Parliamnent when a
political leader thinks streets
are their alma mater. Why,
then. tax payers’' money will

nt on elecltions and sessions
of Parliament? Many would be

aghast to read a news item
w en a very responsible
opposition leader in a party
meeling in Comilla on 17-8-96
threatened to go to the streets if
repression on their party
workers are not sto . The
nation had enough of Andolan.
We do not want any more

turmoil in the society. We want

peace and harmony,

When a terrorists caught
with arms or when a person is
caught while violating law and
order, will any peace-loving

'.?megle suppc:-rt him to go scot-
re

T A persor dlsturbing peace
and tranquillity in a society is
an outcast to whatever party he
may belongs. These are the per-

.sons who always try to seek

refuge under the umbrella of
political parties. Therefore, to
shed tears for such outcasts and
threatened to embark on
movement is denying people's
urge for peaee and tranquillity.

The political parties should
abhor them for greater geod of
the nation. When this is done,
only then the political parties
can reap the fruits nf their pop-
ularity.

GMF Abdur Rob
Park Rd, Neww DOHS
Dhaka.

S NAMmes,

kMDS, persons who are HIV pos-

in the health and education sec-
tors came out bitterly criticis-

ing the parliamentary action of

a 26% jincrease for MPs, while

they themselves were allowed

only a maxmum raise of only

3 per cent.

In spite of all these criti-.

e e — = =

MP's Salary: A A Classic Case in British Parliament

cisms. the salary of a member
of British Farliamtnt ranges
somewhere above that of a
school head teacher and below
that ol a hospital consultani. it
approxmately cquals the in-

come ol a general medical prac-
tivoner. Over and above. they
have to pay income tax to the
piaximum tune of 40 per cent of

without any a
tional source of income, h:i

what is known as an egalitadan
society.

COLUMN

Convention Chas

came ofl smoothly

1

HE epening ceremonies of the
This was a big relief to the
rs because with all the various
conalrd have been chaos This is what

Republican convention
n-

itical factmns there
Lave

“Good evening. this is Tom Brokaw. bringing you your prime

time Republican convention
There was a flap on-the

Let s go to Tim Russert and
“Tom ori

The Star Spangled Banner

Onward. Christian Soldiers '

‘He got halfway through when Phyllis Schiafly

latform at the ope

d out what happ-e:n

nally the festivities were su to start vﬂth
- but sudmat Robertson’
grabbed the mike from Lociano Pavarotti

t:re:mnm

d.«d staried to siug

stole the

mike from him and started to sing Yes Sir. That's My Baby in

rt of the abortion plank.
inally Arnold Schwarzen

!Ill

; egger climbed into the ring to sing
the rlaurma! anthem. which brough -~ B

t the house down. ™

“Thanks, Tim We have Bob Costas, who has just rEIurnﬁd

from the cs. to
"To deal with the Dole

e Uus a wt tﬂi!ﬂ
e age tssue. they

ng.’
have made a 20-minute

film showing Dole racing Carl Lewis in a 400-metre high hur-

dles contest.
ow! Who wins™

le. The film is called The Thrill of a GOP Victory and the

va of a Clinton Defeat ™

“Thanks  Bob. Now let’s go to Katie Couric, whio is trying to get

to Pat Buchanan "

“Tom. as you cam see, Pat Buchanan ig surrounded by re-

porters.
“biner the

"He is VETY U t at the way
took away his funny GOP ca
dl:lr'l have orders not to sell

Republicans won't Jet him h:hudmﬂcdtn
send his message on the Internet. w

thcyhavehemtreaﬂngm They

with the propeller, ang the ven-

m a hot dog."

“I can't see it on my screen, Katje. Is he

“His whole face is scrunched up.

lru:lhelrpuk.galﬂhehun

toothache. 1 hope to get near him in the next hour for a few

words.”

"0 K. Katie. Now let’s go overto Bryant Gumbel. W‘Imhmyhu

got, Bryant?® /

“Newt Gingrich, Tom. Mr Gingrich, what role are you play-

ing* 43

‘| am here to see that everyone who attends this convention

gels a lax cut.”
"Do you think Bob Dole is

llIs don't mean a t

to 'win the
“M}r gﬂiiﬂiﬂn is that he ﬁngm W e

H.nnm

'Hatl'ung We still haven't heard from the anti- Hl.'llarjr m{-
ers.
"Back to you, Tom." '
“Thank you, Bryant. Stay tuned for the we
between Senator Al [YAmato of New York and
ertror Willlam Weld of Massachusetts. ™

tlifting event
e liberal Gov-

'|:t :., i [}

UNBé; arrangement with the Los Angelées Times ﬂ;ndh:dre anvl

QOPINION

AIDS: The Role of Media

i by Maurice Bloem warmest:

IV/AIDS' is, a reality for
ihc whole world and
pecially for the so-
called dﬂreluping countries” as
concluded once
11th International AIDS comn-
ference in Vancouver last July.
Living in Bangladesh. we
assuine this is still a low preva-
lence country and this situation
will enable us to find the right
respaonse in order to avoi
wide-scale spread of the virus
{(HIV) causing AIDS. During the
last few .years, several events
happen and actions took
place and although not enough,
some positive changes and
trends can be identified. How-
ever, regent articles in the
newspapers (indeed, not only
The Daily Star) Indicate that we
have not learned from our own
experiences and that of sur-
rounding countries.

For example, in 1992 two
Bamngladeshi nationals became
sncial outcasts when they were

%}" identified as HIV 'FOSi_
tive newspaper. Their
addresﬂs and pho-
tng‘raphs wereal:mnted. an{fl al-
though the final results showed
that they were HIV ative. the
earlier reports had already
done the damage. The sdme
could happen with thé persons
%_tl:lu named as HIV positive in

1e Daily Star issues of August
10,12 and 14 this year.

There are several important
issues gelated to these reports.
First, the percentage of false
positives [i.e., a test that will
give a positive result while the
person is in fact HIV negative),
will be. very high in a low preva-
lence country. (It will go to far
to explain here why). Secondly,
it is unethical to disclose the
HIV positive status of an indi-
vidual without her/his per-
mission, The Dafly Star should
have questipned the facts: the
medical information of these
persons had been disclosed. By
whom? With what purpose?
Thirdly. given the stigma still
attached to HIV/AIDS in this
country, it wll be impossible
for these persons [even il they
turn out to be HIV negative) to
live a normal life. though a HIV
Pomuwz person can lead a per

ectly normal productive and
meaningful life for another ten
years or s0. Fourthly, especially
in a country like Bangladesh
the media rﬁave an important
role to play in relation to the
prrwntmn nf the spread of the
virus. this role con-
strutuvcl}' In ormation sheould
be presented accurately and
without sensation.

The Network in Bangladesh

vared a 'Statement of Belief”
which endorses the UUniversal
Declaration of Human Rights
and emphasises the need to re-
spect rights of persons with

ain at the

itive. and persons who are
ceived as being at risk for
infection. It seems obvious.

looking at the recent develo
ments in relation to HIV/

in Bangladesh, that these
rights are at stake here.

Lastly. there is the issue of
testing. The above mentioned
‘Statement’ alsor ses the
rights of individuals not to be
subjected to cumpulso?! and’
mandatory HIV t
without infnmmd consent hlﬁ
no public health benefit. It
damages the credibility of
htalth services and efforts to
prevent HIV transmission. 1
u}r:ll not furth;;r :ﬁ:;::ratt on
the arguments for t ,‘I'tsl::ﬁ
certa:ngu segiments of society wi
not keep the virus from:
spreading, but behavioral
c.ganges o%us all will.

" In the case of Bangladeshi
citizens and also the fishermen
from Myanmar, I am concerned
about the recognition of their
rights in this regard. Why are
these fishermen tested? Did
they give their permmissiop?
Whai is the government of~
adesh going to do with the
ts? Blood samples from
€ are

I’ESU
particular groups of peopl

" sometimes tested for epidemio-

logical and public health re-
sources i.e.. screening. HIV
screening is done for two main
purposes: preventing transmis-
sion — through blood transtu-
stons from organs and tissues
intended for transplant; and
surveillance — to learn the rate
of new cases of infection wilhill
a specific pczﬁmlatmn
[incidence studies) and to Eﬂ
mate the percentage of a pupuia
tion infected within a particu-
lar length of time (prevalence
studies). International pulh:‘r
makers recommend surveil-
lance should always be un-
linked (the test sample is not
linked to people’'s names) and
therefore anonymous (when
screening is unlinked and
ancnymous, informed consent
is not usually nece because
there is no way of tracing the
results to any individuals) Was
this or will this be the case Wwith
the above mentioned persons?
Why is this not guestioned by
an editorial note or by an inves-
tigation of one of your re-
porters”

| consider The daily Star one
of the better English newspa-
pers i Bangladesh whose re-
parting can be characterized as
sincere and full of integrity. In
general. you play your role as a
watch-dog for justice and equal
rights quite satisfactoril ill
yvou kindly make sure that we

can say the same about your
actiens 1 the ftield of
HIV /ALDS

The writer is a member of
STD/AIDS Network, Bangla
dest
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