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Happy birthday

to Bradman

SYDNEY. Aug 27: Crickel
Den Bradman celebrated

legend
his 88th birthday Tuesday but

was too ill te attend ceremonies
at the Bradman Museum in his
home town of Bowral south of

Sydney. trpnrts AP.

In a message read 1o the
crowd, Bradman said both he
and his wife, Jessie, deeply re-
gretted their absence.

"We have not been in good

health "in recent days."” said
Bradman, who was said to have
experienced a mild stroke sev-
eral months ago. His wife is re-
ported to be suffering from can-

Cer.

Prime Minister John
Howard d the second stage
of the museum. The opening
was also attended by three
members of the 1948 Aus-
tralian team captained by
Bradman which successfully
toured and — Arthur Mor-
ris. Neil and Sam Lox-
ton — and %'5 son, John.

"Of all the things I've been
invited to do since. becoming
primne minister. none gives me

eater pleasure,” said Howard.
"Sir Donald is Australia's
greatest living treasure, the best
cricketer, and the most accom-
lished sportsman this natinn
s produced in 200

Bradman compiled career
figures which may never be
matched, aver . 99.94 runs
in Tests and 110.19 in domestic
matches. He scored a century
every 2.76 visits to the crease in
test matches and ran up a total
of 6,996 runs for Australia.

He first played for New
South Wales state at 19, scoring
a then world record of 452 not
out aﬁajn&( eensland in 1929-
30. He established himself in
the Ausiralian national team at
age 20.

Bradman also toured Eng-
land with the Australian team
in 1930, scoring four centuries,
five double centuries and one
triple century. He scored 309
runs in a day during the lest at
Headingley, Leeds.

Passionate plea
by Jewell’s mom

ATLANTA. Georgia. Aup 27
The mether of a suspect in the
Park bombing that lelt
two dead and 112 injured issued
an emotional plea to President
Bill Clinton, begging him to
clear lfer son's name, reports
AFP.

"Please hear me Mr Presi-
dent. You have the power to end
this nightmare.” Barbara Jewel|
said at a news conference here.

“lf the FBI does not intend to
charge my son, please tell us,
please tell the world Mr Presi-
dent. please clear my son's
name.” she said barely able to
finish her sentence as she broke
down in tears.

Jewell's lawyers, who were at
the news conference, helped her
to the door as she sobbed uncon-
trollably.

Lawyers for former security
guard Richard Jewell have
mounted a public campaign 1o
prove their client's innocence
amid a media frenzy that fol-
lowed a revelation the FBI con-
sidered him a suspect in the
July 27 bombing at the
Olympics.

Jewell had first beer, consid
ered a hero for reporting the
suspicious backpack contain-
ing the bomb, but has since been
the subject of intense scrutiny
by investigators

Eriksson stays

on course

555 Subaru worid rally team
driver, Kenneth Eriksson, over-
hauled fellow countryman
Thomas Radstrom. on the sec-
ond competitive section of Leg 2
of the fast and undulating 1000
Lakes Rally to finish the day in
ath sition overall. And the
S . who is currently lying in
3rd position in the 1996 FIA
World Rally Championship.
looks set to close the gap on
{Lﬁﬂ?ha?:ﬂpl ainz mmthe Ifehasc for

jonship title. says a
press release.

Today's stages have been
typ&cally fast but uncharacter-
istically dry and the set

by the local Finns almost un-
matchable, however Kenneth
has benefited from running
sixth on the road and has set

top three {astest stage times. in-
cluding as stage win. on a num-

599
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ber of the seclions. With Rad-
strom behind him after the sec-
ond stage. Kenneth set about
reeling in young Finnish star.
Jarmo Kytolehto, and closed
the gap to within 9 seconds by
Spu:ia?ﬁ*a,g: 17. despite hitting
a rock and putting the tracking
out of ali on the Subaru
Impreza :
As predicted, World series
Eﬁr and local star, Tommi
wn. steadily edged closer

to four times world champion.
ﬂ;:ghla}“ﬂankunncn finally tak-

t lead on
19 10 fcsals 12 secords ahead
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NEW YORK., Aug
27 Gabriela baha
tini, the 1990 US
Open champion,
beat Patricia Hy-
Boulais 6-1, 6-1 on
Monday to advance to the
second round of the year's final
Grand Slam tennis tourna-
ment, r agencies.

The 15th-seeded Argentine
needed just 64 minutes to get
past her Canadian opponent to
sel up a clash with either Anne
Grossman of the United States
or Italian Silvia Farina.

Martina Hingis led a youth-

ful charge and Australian Open
finalist ﬁnke Huber and Mag-
dalena Maleeva were fallen
u]eseseds in a hot, sunny opening to

The 15-year-old Hingis,
seeded 16th, was honoured to
play the first match of the tour-
nament on Stadium Court but
happy to hurry off with a
straight-sets victory over the
112th-ranked Angeles Monto-
lio of Spain.

"It was very hot and I didn't
want to stay long on the court.”
said a cheery Hingis, who had
no worries in racing to a 6-1, 6-
0 victory against the over-
matched Spaniard.

Hoping for a longer engage-
ment on the cement at Flushi
Meadows were the sixth-seed
Huber of Germany and 12th
seed Maleeva of Bulgaria.

Huber, who lost to Monica
Seles in the Australian Open fi-
nal, fell victim to an unfortu-
nate draw in bowing to danger-
ous floater Amanda Coetzer of
South Africa.

Coetzer, ranked 17th,
avenged her defeat to Huber in
the Australian Open semifinals

6-1, 2-6, 6-2.

"l looked at it as not a first
round match. just a great chal-
lenge for me,” said Coelzer, 24.

| was really concentrating on
keeping my own momentum
and my own rhythm.

"She is tough to play in that
way because she plays very up
and down. She pla one great
game and than a few errors. The
challenge was just for me to
keep playing my own game."

Huber. who reached the final
a week to Manhattan Beach,
could only mourn her luck of
the draw.

"l wasn't happy when 1 saw
the draw. She was the first non-
seeded player.” said the 21-year-
old German. "It's always tough
to play somebody hke that in
the first round in a Grand Slam.

"I think I don't play that bad
today. It was maybe my best
first round match in a Grand
Slam I ever played.”

Monday brought the best out
in US n rookie Aleksandra
Olsza of Poland. ranked 110th.

The 18-year-old Olsza, last
year s Wimbledon junior cham-
pior. celebrated her debut in the
main draw of the Open by re-
moving Maleeva 6-4, 6-2.

The curtain-raising victo-

ries “‘y and Olsza pro-
endorsement for

the of women's

pla_?m l:m up from the ju-

'l'tur Swiss . a twice
French junior champion
and a Wimbledon junior win-
ner, had alrl:arii{ roven her
main s reaching
the quartera at this year's Aus-
tralian

I hop [ can get into the last
16," said Hingis, seeded to face
third seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario in the fourth round.

Hingis has been working

hard on conditioning and has
lost eight pounds (3.5 kilos) in
advance of the championships.

"There will be tough matches
but I hope | can get there,” she
said. "Then we'll see if Arantxa
will be there, too.”

The last-uoving Olsza. 18,
was cool in her opening match,
"] wasn't scared when 1 heard

that 1 was n{l:g Maleeva,”
said Olsza. "1 ow that if |
want to play professional ten-
nis I have to dﬂ my best to tn
beat her and [ can't be

Olsza is undaunted by th:
level of competition in the

"In terms of tennis. I t nk
the junior players are really
g now. In a few years, it
could f:hlmﬁc a lot among the

top players.

Two big-serving women's
players made quick work of
Japanese opponents.

Brenda Schultz-McCarthy of
the Netherlands, the 13th seed,
was a 6-1, 6-4 winner over
Japan's Nana Miyaga, while
Czech veteran H a Sukova
prevailed over Yone Kamio 6-2,
6-3.

Austrian Barbara Paulus,
seeded 14th, also reached the
second round with a 6-2, 6-1
victory over Yi Jing-Qian of
Fhinﬂ

Tennis’ glamnur girl Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina goes
for backhand slice during her first round match of the US
(O pen against of Canada's Patricia Hy-Boulais on August

26,

— AFP/UNB photo

Sport

I-Ilng‘ls sails, Huber fails|

Karpov defeats
the world!

HELSINKI. Aug 27: Reigni
FIDE world chcna champi ;11%
Anatoly Karpov of Russia beat
an entire world ol players Mon-

in the first-ever open Inter-

f:hc:aa game, reports AFP.
The . hosted by Telecom
Finland, b:gan at 1100 GMT

and after 32 moves, the unter-
minated group of opponents,

al;]J nﬂ! numberi tens of
ous s of enthusiasts
around the world, resigned.

Karpov's moves could be
seen over the Internet almost as

e Kara
pov's move his op-
ponents had ten minutes to

counter, and a Telecom server
selected the most ular move.

Karpov retained his FIDE ti-
tle in July when he beat the
naturalised US Grand Masier
Gata Kamsky.

An expensive

exercise

NEW YORK, Aug 27 (Reuter):
A message on television moni-
tors all around the National
Tennis Centre reads: "Due to hot
weather, please seek shade and
drink plenty of fluids"— sound
advice until you check out the
price of fluids.

Perhaps the adwsm]r was cut
off before cum:luding "...and
bring plenty of money.

A small bottle of a garishly-
coloured sports drink at the
sun-drenched US Open is goin
for 3.75 dollars, wh:le a litrc %
basic, life-sustaining water will
set you back 4.00.

At the Olympics water was
only a dollar, and that was the
Olympics,"” said one incredulous
fan, noting that the Atlanta
Games had been notorious for
price gouging.

US Open officials managed
to insult most of the male ten-
nis players last week with their
controversial handling of the
seeding and draw. en the
tournament begaii on Monda
it was the fans' turn to be of-
fended.

"That baked lasagna better
be good for 8.50 US dollar,” said
New Yorker Rebecca Weinstein,
a US Open m%ular who was eat-
ing a sandwich she had brought
from home.

A trio of hl.ll’l,gl'{ fans at the
food court wh ad already
forked over the lasagna mone
pronounced it gu-od but Caro
Perry chimed in, "the water is
sidiculous, they want four dol-
lars for the water, you might as
well get a glass of wine.”

Indeed.
Chardonnay or White Zinfan-
del was going lor 4.75 dollar,
while an imported beer was just
a bit more than the water at
4.50 dollar.

What's the message here?
"Maybe they want us to be alco-
holics.” Perry joked before lift-
ing her glass of wine.

a nice glass of

THE SP'DILS OF VICT'DRY A beamm;, Pakﬁtﬂn captain

Wasim Akram poses with the trophy after his side beat
England in the third and final Test at The Oval on
Monday. The visitors won the three- match series 2-0.

— AFP/UNB photo

The elite eleven

LONDON, Aug 27(Reuter): Wasim Akram's three-wicket haul
for Pakistan in England's second innings at The Oval on
Monday gave hini his 300th Test maich wicke.

Wasim becomes the 11th player 1o join the 300-club of

. bowlers and the second Pakistani. alier imran Khan, to achieve

the feat.

Other cricketers who have taken over 300 Test wickets:

Player

1. Kapil Dev

2. Richard Hadlee
Ian Botham
Malcolm Marshall
Imran Khan
Dennis Lillee
Bob Willis
Lance Gibbs

. Courtney Walsh
1{} Fred Trueman
11. Wasim Akram

©®N O
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Country
India

New Zealand
England
Wesl Indies
Pakistan
Australia
England
West Indies
West [ndies
England
istan

Wickets
434
431
383
376
362
355
325

Tests

for the US 0Ol
gymnastics team has
apart the so-called “magnifi-
cent seven”
Atlanta, reports AFP.

cejive 3

breaking u

{]t‘{ ide this week.
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Money makes

4 IMess

NEW YORK, Aug 27: A big-
nncyhatﬂetnn - ;mﬁ-
c ch

on
ed
who won d in

Five members of the US

team — Shannon Miller, Do-

minique Moceanu, Amanda
Borden, Jaycie Fhl:lps and Do-

minique Dawes — have
with Bill Graham Productions

for a 33-city tour set to bei
Seplember ?FH .
Eachs&artlcipam would re-
to 5,000 dollars per
show under the deal.
But Chicago White Sox

owner Eddie Einhorn, a long-
time
other

}Ernmut:r has gathered
aseball teamn owners to
offer each gymnast one million
dollars lo participate on the
“Magic Tour," a show that will
:nc]ude to Russian gymnastics
eain

F utt'LiHﬂntE an thﬂ Mﬂgfﬂ

Tour’ would receive 10,000 to .

20.000 dollars a show. Eut for
the US gpymnast to each receive
one million dollars, all seven
must join the tour.
“Shame on these
the

ple for
! Olympic
I'(Plnt salc Stﬂve Nunno,

iller's coach “Every shark
wants to get involved now that
arenas are ﬁlling up to sece
them.”

The two undecided are Amy
Chow and Kerri Strug, whose
valuing heroics to seal the vie-
tory made her one of the Games'
top heroes. Both are expected to
although
agic officials say they have a

‘-—'EI‘ »al promise from Strug.

Leigh Steinberg, Strug's
agent, said she will participate
in at least some of the Graham

shows cven il she poes lor the
bettler tnoney deal.

‘One of Kerri's goals is to
have the whole team topether,”
Steinberg said. Strug ak pPped a
LIS television appearance with
her teammates to appear on a
rival show. But the original bat-
tle for television has moved
into the financial realm. Dawes
is trying to opt out of her deal
with Grahain.

"No one in the gymnastics
community has any idea what
kind of money is out there.”
satd Kelli Hifl, who coaches
Dawes. "It doesn't take a rocket
scientist to realise these girls
are worth a lot more noney
than anyone had any idea.”

Essex rush to the top

LONDON, Aug 27:
Essex look over at
the top of the Eng-
lish county cham-

1

“Chang, report age

Aga SS1

NEW YORK. Aug
27. The contro-
versial US Open

re-draw put Mich-
ael Chang and
Andre i on

course (o meet in the semi-
finals. They both took the first
steps on Monday toward getting
there, Agassi more easily than
ncies.

Chang showed few of the
skills that made him a No. 2
seed as he struggled past
Brazilian Jaime Oncins 3-8. 6-
1, 6-0, 7-6 (8-6). The sixth-
seeded assi, on the other
hand, looked like the player
who has reached the final at the
National Tennis Centre the last
Iwo years as he zipped by
Colombia's Mauricio Hadad 6
3.63 62

Delighting the crowd with
his flair for tennis and fashion
Agassi scored his 100th career
Grand Slam victory with ease

"Tonight | went oul there to
take care of business [rom start
to finish.” Agassi said |
couldn’t be more pleased "

Dressed in a long-sleeve pur
ple shirt and black shorts cap
and sneakers Agassi sald he
was nervous playing a first
round match

I think there are a lot ol
nerves. but evern more so whep
vyou havent done well in the
other Grand Slams ™ said
Agassl who was knocked out n
the first round of Wimbledon
and the second round of the
French after reaching the semi-
finals at the Australian. “You
want to come out and establish
vourself as a threal in the tour-
nament ”

He did that superbly. Hadad
never had a chance. not against
the assi who won the
Olympic gold medal earlier this
monit

Chang. on the other hand
kiiew what he was getting into
againist Oncins, whose best re-

Courier pulls
out of Open

NEW YORK. Aug 27: Ameri-

cans Mary Joe-Fernandez and
Jim Courier and Sweden s Mats

Wilander withdrew from the US
Open on Monday with injuries
report IeS.
No. 8 Courier. runner-up in
199] and a semifinalist in 1992
and last year, withdrew with a
bruised left knee and was re-
placed in the draw by David
Skoch of the Czech Republic.
Fernandez, the women's
ninth seed. is battling tendini-
tis in her right wrist. She was
replaced in the draw lucky
loser Tina Krizan «f Slovenia
who will play Japan's Rika Hi-
raki in the first round on Tues-

Wilander. the 1988 champion
and runner-up in 1987. has a
pulled groin muscle. He was re-
piaced in the draw by Brazilian
Roberto Jabali. who will play
Briton Tim Henman in the first
round.

cruises, Chang crawls

sults have come on a clay court.
'l was pretty tight the whole
maich,” conceded Chang, one ol
the hottest players on the ATP
Tour this summer with a 16-2
record on hardcourts that in-
cluded two titles and a runner

up finish.

‘Everyone has moments
when t get tight. Hopefully,
this will have been my nerves
lor the whole tournament '

Joining Chang into the sec-
ond round was Wimbledon run-

ner-up Malival Washington. the

ANDRE AGASSI

11th seed. who also needed four
sets Lo get past talented Moroc-
can Karim Alani 6-4, 2-6. 7-6
[7-5). 6-1

Washington's win was nol
comfortable, either.

The 27-year-old American
hurried off the Stadium Court
for treatment of an upset stom
ach after his two and a hall

hour struggle against Alami
"Towards the end of my
match my stomach felt like
week-old sushi.” said Washing
ton. "Maybe it was a combina
ton of the heat and something |

ate.’

Washington has not played
well this sununer since losing
the Wimbleden final to Dultch

man Richard Krajicek

His best result was a quaner
final berth at the Olympics and
last week he lost in the third
round at the Canadian Open

However. the American is
confident about his prospects of
having a good en. which
means at least stic around
for a prnjer:ted fourth-round en-
counter with Agassi.

"Now, | know | can get to the
finais of a Grand Slam. | think |
expect bigger things." said
Wa :

"Playing Andre. that would
be a pretty nice meeting. ".

Other winners included a
pair of fermer Grand Slam
tournament champions whose
victories set up a showdown in
the second round.

Germany's Michael Stich,
the 199] W{r‘lﬂ:ﬂuion champion,

and two- tlmt French Open
winner Sergi uera of Spaln
will [ace tach other next after
beating German Tommy Haas
6-3. 1-6, 6-1. 7-5. and Belgian
Kris Goossens 6-2, 6-0, 7-6 (7-
respectivel

Alex O'Brien. who scored his
lirst professional title eight
days ago in New Haven, ad-
vanced to the second round with
a 6-4, 1-6, 6-4, 6-3 win over
Ecuador’'s Nicolas Lapentti.

Wimbledon bad boy Jeff
Tarango caught a break Monday

MICHAEL CHANG

when he advanced afier the

retirement of German Alex
Raduleslicu due to heat exhaus-
tion. Tarango wa: leading 6-7
57).64,61.3

Chang bla.mu:l breezy condi-
tions for some of the erratic
play in his match with Oncins,
who had beaten him in the
round of 32 at the 1992
Barcelona Olympics.

Chang committed untidy un-
lorced errors, though he made
seven lewer than the Brazilian,
who also walloped a woeful 24
double faults

T'he most deflating double
tault came when Oncins was
serving to force a fifth set. lead-
ing 6-4 in the tiebreaker.

The set point came after con-
lusion at the net on the point
previous, which was aw Lo
Oncins after the two exchanged
shots al close quarters at the
net. First Chang approached the
umpire, then Oncins. then

Chang again before play finally
resumed.

"Those little seconds were
like an hour to me,” said
Ongins. who promptly fired two
serves barely contained by the
baseline as he frittered away
his best chance.

He next plays either South
Alrican qualifier Neville Good-
win or Spain's Tomas Car-
bonel]

With the players' uutragr:
over the men's singles seedi
beginnin c§ to wane and nﬁ:
number of withdrawals
at an alarming rate, the year's

final Grand Slam tournament
rolls out the Mf guns lndaﬁ -
men's cham-

cludirE
pion Pete Sampra: and both
women s {inalists from a year

ago — lop-seeded Stefli Graf and
No 2 Monica Seles.

Austria s Thomas Muster,
ranked No. 2 in the world but
bumped down to No. 3 in the
seedings. was one of the first to
take the court this morning.
taking on dangerous Javier
Frana of Argentina.

Lee brings
Leeds to
light

LONDON, Aug 27: Lee S
scored his first goal for Leeds
United on Monday as they over-
came Premiership basement
side Wimbledon 1-0 — easing

ressure on manager Howard
ilkinson. reports AFP.

Sharpe. a 4.5 million pound
(6.8 million dollar) summer buy
from Manchester United, curled
a beautiful 20-yard shot inside
Wimbledon keeper Neil Sulli-
van's right hand post. alter
Welsh veteran lan Rush had
laid it off to him

Sharpe's goal gave Leeds
their first win in |7 matches,
which had brought pressure
from the Leeds [ans for Wilkin
sOn Lo resign.

A relieved Wilkinson said
‘Its been a difficult five months
lor us and | was with the
players’ commitment tonight "

| would be stu and arro-
gant if | didn't realise that | was
not irreplaceable. but when |
reflect on how | am doing | am
salisfied with my performance
and | believe the d are as

well.” Wilkinson added.
Sharpe's goal added a touch
of class to a e that was in

dire need of it. The first-half
had been end to end stuff — but
mostly because both keepers

kept on missing out the outfield

players
En:cls dominated the second-

half with Sharpe missing an
easy chance from five yards,
early in the half after Rush had
passed Lthe ball to him.

Wimbledon, goalless and
pointiess thusfar this season,
dropped last season's leadin
scorer Dean Holdsworth an
Norwegian international mid-
fielder Oyvind Leonhardsen out
showed no noticeable im-
provement .

Their best chance came
when Leeds United's left back

lan Harte, a blic of Ireland
international, headed just past
his right hand post in the first-

half.

Harte, one of five players in
the Leeds side .Iﬂf‘I:II 1"!;H or
Younger, had an outstandin
match apart from that, an
nearly capped it with a vicious
cur] freekick that was well

saved Sullivan in the 76th
minute.

pionship table on
"~ _Monday thanks to
a comiortable win at Glouces-
tershire and bad weather that
ensured all their rivals, fell
short of victory, reports Reuter.

ke

Neil Williams wasted little
time in clinching Essex's in-
nings and 64-run success. The
34-year-old paceman took five
wickets to help dismiss
Gloucestershire for 188 after
they had resumed their second
innings on 27 for four

Kent were forced to settle for
second spot despite a declara-
tion and double forfeiture that
left Glamorgan a target for 324

Bowe gets into
hot water

NEW YORK. Aug 27 Riddich
Bowe will be lined 250.000 dol-
lars and lose the services of
manager Rock Newman for a
year under an agreement with
the New York State Athletic
Commission in connection
with a post-fight riot last
month, reports AP

The . hll‘*...r 11 bout was stopped
and Bowe was awarded the vic-
tory when Andrew Golota was
disqualified for repeated low
blows. As referee, Wayne Kelley
was stopping the bout, Newman
and other members of Bowe's
entourage charged across the
ring and a melee broke out

One ol Bowe's followers. Ja
son Harris. attacked Golota
striking him several times on
the head with a cellphone

The Star-Ledger newspaper

of Newark New Jersey reported
Tuesday that Liwyers tor New
A ainsd Bowe agreed 1o the hne
0 R TN BV E B | AT €. COFLPro
st 1o h.i ¢ the dathietic com
nission trom banning Newman
for life

The newspaper quoting a

source It dentilied as a New
York state boxing official, said
a liletime ban against Newman

i New York night not have
been honored by New Jersey or
Nﬁddd

The agreement, which the
newspaper said could be an
nounced as early as Tuesday
calls for Bowe to lose dirs
250,000 from the dirs 1 million
Enrtmn of his fight purse that

as been withheld since the
athletic commission began an
investigation of the riot

Newman and his firm,
Spencer Promotions, would be
barred until July 31, 1997 from

romotion any xing event in

ew York and he would be
barred from entering any build
ing in the state in which a box
ing event is being held

Bernard brooks. a Spencer
vice president and the first to
follow Newman across the
Madison uare Garden ring,
would also suspended for a
ftar Harris would be barred for

fe for the cellphone attack on
flﬂ-lﬂlﬂ

Bowe would remain eligible
to fight during the nalty pe
riod but, because nlprrtlprmﬂv
agreements among state boxing
agencies. probably would have
lo go oulside the United States
in order to have Newman take
part in the promotion

runs lor victory at rain-washed
Carditft

Glamorgan forfeited their
lirst innings and Kent their
secolldl 1o leave the prospect of a
result open. Glamorgan had
reached 273 for five when play
was stopped.

Leicestershire Wﬂuld have
overtaken them both at the top
if they could have completed an
unlikely victory over Hamp-
shire at Grace Road.

After the loss of a dav-and-a-
hall’s play Leicestershire
needed to take 13 wickets to
force victory.

Starting the day at 81 for
sevenn Hampshire were dis-
missed for 137 to follow on 216
behind. That left Leicestershire

two sessions and 45 minues o
wrap up the second ninngs

But they were interrpied
four times by the rain and those
lost 2.3 over finally deniied them
d retinn Lo the top as Hamp
shire el on to reach the close
at |35 e mne.

Surrey also had to settle lor
a traw al Trent Bridge, where
their run chase against Not-
tinghamshire was washed out
by heavy rain.

After several interruptions.
Surrey were set 319 for victory
from a minimum of 59 overs
when play eventually resumed
in the early afternoon.

Darren Bicknell hammered
an unbeaten 30 as Surrey rattle
along at more than four an over
to underline their intentions.

But after 12.5 overs and hav-
ing reached 53 without loss, the
rain arrived leaving the um-
pires with little allernative but
Lo abatidon play

Lhoe e Gouglo responded Lo
his bnglhoaed recall lor the one
day series against Pakistan by
producing his best county bowl
g figures lor three years.

But his match return of eigiit

lor 33 was nol quite enough to

give Yorkshire victory as rain
allowed Lancashire to hang on
for a draw.

Omly 13 overs were possible
on the last day, during which
Lancashire lost two more sec-
ond innings wickets to stand at
231 for seven withlaa sl l;:;d of

s before was aban-
s o .

Warwickshire's chance of re-
taining the title were all but
dashed after Worcestershire
held on for a draw at New Road.

Cret to make 268 in 54 overs,
Worcestershire lost 36 minutes
because of rain and finished on
164 for lour alter a century
opening stand by Tim Cuartis
(44} and Philip Weston (52].

Gooch yetto
pack his kit

LONDON, Aug 27: Graham
Gooch, the 43-year-old former
England captain, is to continue
l)]ay:ng county cricket for at

ast another season. his club
Essex announced today, reporis
Reuter.

Opener Gooch's decision
comes towards the cnd of a sea-
son in which he has underlined
his consistency by becoming
the leading scorer in Essex's:
history. bcali::ﬁ Keith Fletch-
esr's aggregate ol 29,434,

Gooch, who retired from Test
cricket after the 1994-95 tour of
Australia, but is now an Eng-
land selector, is seventh in this
season's lirst-class averages
with 1,429 runs at 64.95, having
hit five centuries and one dou-
ble century.

Essex secretary-general
manager Peter Edwards said:
“He is a remarkable batsman
anc still the best in this coun-
try. No one will argue with that.
You just have to look at his
record to appreciate that fact.”
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