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Bangladesh Politics: The Changed Scenario

by Khairul Anam

HE results of the recent
par liamentary
and

surges and sha
E itics and

ngladesh. A variety of views
and s has sprung out —
some intellectuals have dubbed
it as the beginning of a new era;
some have termed it as a devia -

tion from the right path: and
some dﬂn t SI."-E any sig-
nifcant ¢ in it. Whatever
IIII}"h!':lhE t of these politi-

¢al events, it cannot be denied
that Bangladesh is passing
through a transitional phase
and some decisive qualltatiw:
changes have occurred in these

days
When Bangladesh emerged
as an inde nt state in 1971,
it retained an impoverished,
over-populated land; its econ-
omy was ruined by nine-
month-long Liberation War, Its
ch political lEad!iirs were
edgling to state-buildir
failed te solve major )it:cai
crises of the cnuntr_v
factors led the situation to po-
litical turmeils. bloody assas-
sinations and military
takeovers which overshadowed
the later years. Prior to the fall
of the Ershad ent, not
a single transition of pelitical
power occuired in a smooth and
natural way. Sheikh Mujib was
killed in a tal military coup;
and the same happened to
Ziaur Rahmagn.
Ershad also came
thmugh a bloodless mili-

to the

E:;u- all these.
years, poiiticam:?gﬂan adesh
was marred

in authuntarim

polls
the formation of

overnment by the Awami
Emg.n: have triggered a lot of
e-ups in the
society of

AII these

rule of the government, aimless
movemernts of opposition polit -
ical parties, armed struggles of
the revolutionary 'lefts' and un-
successful military coups. Over
these two decades, the litical
situation was wvolatile. and
there was no organised hiti -
cal movement to establish a
democratic government. The
people at large were not very
much involved in politics,

The first breakthrough from
such a situation took place
when university students came
out to protest the martial law
of Ershad in 1982. In the fol-
lowing years, there were
tremendous political move-
ments in the country, spear -
headed by the students, against
the military rule of Ershad. In
the face of stron political
movement, President Ershad
was forced to hand over power
to a caretaker government. It

. was the first smooth transfer of
power in the history of this -

country. The impact of this
unigque achievement was two -
fold. First, it re-established
people’s political power in the
country, and second, it ushered
the hope to introduce demo-
cratic process in the country.
When BNP formed the gov-
ernmen! through the election
of '91. the people expected that

the new government would es-

tablish parliamentary democ-
racy it its true sense and the
country would enjoy political
stability. However, that dream
was shattered just after two
years when a serious political
conflict occurred between the
ruling party and the opposition
on the issue of caretaker gov-
ernment. Altnough th: BNP

government had a good perfor-
mance in :;:nuntgy‘ﬁ economy, it
completely failed in solving the
political problems. The BNP
government was callous to op-
osition demands which
acked maturity and sensitivity
needed for the smooth function-
ing of ‘pariiamentar}r democ-
rar these mailters eventu -
ally led the opposition parties
to resign hom the Parliament
and call for an all-out political
struggle against the govern-
ment. _

During the last two years of
BNF rule, there were - tremen -
dous political movements
against the government on, the
issue of caretaker government.
The most critical aspect of this
movement was that it threat-
ened, at one ant. the function-
ing of libera democracy in the
CCILI.IHI'}F The viability of bour-
ﬁcms political system came un-

uestion when the parlia-
mentary politics was destroyed
just after two years of practice,
en the movement reached its
pinnacle. the country was vir-
tually in a complete standstill.
However, the crisis was over
when the BNP government
passed the Caretaker Bill in the
Parliament and the opposition
accepted that.

The successful completion
on June 12 parliamentary elec-
tion has raised new hopes and
aspirations in the minds of the
‘peaple. Although there were
some disturbances in differert
Eollmg centres, the election was

y and large a free and faire
one, The Awami League, having

the largest number of seats in
the Parliament, has formed the
new government and political
slability has returned to the
country again. Over the last few
ears, some qualitative changes
ave taken place in the outlook
of tHe people and these changes
have been reflected in the recent
parliamentary polls. These
changes cannot be overlooked
as these are sup to play the
most vital role in shaping the
future politics of this land.

The most signiticant as

these-days is that the pmsﬁ
olitical  system, commonly
nown as liberal democracy,
has survived from its most
critical crisis. The recent polit-
ical row over caretaker FOv -
ernment almost destroyed the
newly achieved democratic
process in the country.
However. it has been a great
fortune for thé people of
Bangladesh that the political
crisis has been solved and a new
government *has begun func-
tioning. May be for this reason.
the former US Congressman
Stephen Solarge, after observ-
ing the polls, has commented
that this election was probably
the most significant election in
the history of this country.

The second is the high
turnout of voters, particularly
the women. in the polls. The
overall turnout was 72 per cent
and this unique phenomenon
has proved ?’lﬂ.[ the
this land are dﬂtenmnrd to es-
tablish a true democratic pio -
cess in Bangladesh.

people of.

Third, the people have be-
come much more conscious
aboupthe politics. The defeat of
BNP in the - polls indicates that

Omﬁeneral people now keep a
knowledge of the country's
puiit:cs

Fourth, the difference be-
tween the outlooks of urban
and rural people has narrowed
down. Previously, we have seen
that the voting behaviour of the
rural electorate was largely dif-
ferent than that of the urban.
But in this election, this differ-
ence has been squeczc::i.

Fifth, the electorate and
large have rejected political
parties having fundamentalist
and autocratic political ideas.
The poll result indicates that
there is not much future of such

. political parties in this country.

Sixth, the poll result sug -
gests that the politics is ‘going
towards a two-party system in
the country. Such a !;rend will
help- estab ish political stabil-
ity in the country. ]

Seventh, the necessity and
role of students id natianal
Bﬂ“tlcs are narrowing down.

1like previous =movements.
the recent movement for care-
taker government was not
spearheaded by the students. If
this trend goes on, the necessity

of student politics will wither
away.
Eighth, unlike previous

time, political parties now
count on ‘the opinions and de-
mands of the volers seriously.
The major political parties are
now re-shuffling their policies
and programmes in line with
the demands of the electorate
and trying to be more account-

able to the peop
Ninth, thmugh the recent

parliamentary polls, the elec-
torate have indicated that the

government must be account-
able to the people and there .
should be a lﬂrel of trans-
parency in the works of the

government. Otherwise, the

eiectorate will reject the ruling
party in the next polis. '
All these ch
curred in Bangladesh during the
last few vears, and the recent
polls have contributed to reveal
these changes. However, this
changed context signals that
the formative phase o1
Bangladesh politics that has
been completed ‘and the liberal
democratic process has estab -
lished its foundation on this
land. It also suggests that in
future there could be political
movemernts against the ruling
party, but it will notl threaten
the viability of the present po-
litical system. These new devel
opments alsn usher a new era’
for the people of Bangladesh.
Thé Awa:m ague government
is planning o take some impo--
tant steps. such as the separa-
tion of the Judiciary from the
Executive, autonomy of TV and
Radio; and to institutionalise
democracy In the country. As
the situation demands, the gov -
ermment is trying to be more ac-
countalfle and transparent.
This phenomenon is going to be
mork rpre‘mlenl day by day, and
the future governments. we
hope will be more democratic
and accountable to the people.

The writer is g graduate stu-
dent of Political Science,
University of Dhaka.
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all of them will be able to
recognise some of the commo-
nest works which 'decorate’
myday‘s pers. "Hijack, loot,
m coity and incom-
ence are many of these
words. But it is natural in
our context. The quantitative
of crimes of any sort
shows that crime is so much in
our country. that if any news-
' maintains only a single
for it in any given
the number of crimeu u?i
encored three columns of that
ey What is the reason for all
 §

It is a well-known fact that
Bangladesh has a higher rate of

t than most of

the countries of the world. Due .

to the lack of investment in our
economy, we cannot find or
maintain job opportunities for
our generations who
" are out the u ties
and are

" a decent work they have tuE
wﬁrely on their father's

In our social context, ﬂ‘ll.'.‘ll!

3
:

. whose
earnings will help their fami-
as most of the cases

niversi ‘But where will
fﬂr‘ﬁ)hﬁ‘ Theése™ thored from? ‘So, they rob, hi-

‘15 World Business Report
7-30 BBC Newshour Asma & Pa-

= The O

_are, the father (the main earner)
retires a whole lot earlier than
their first son completes his
student life. So, the feeling of
bcin% a burden engulfy these

A lot of students stay in the
varsity halls and other places
to atudy leaving their parents
in other parts of the country.
Hﬁﬁmﬂntmu thlf:’;r varsity

ng expenses by engagi

themselves in private luitjungg
Most of the remaining students
unwrlllln,glz depend on their
family, ile the rest have
nothing at all to depend on. But
even if they earn nothing at all,’
they have to consume some-
thing in order to survive. But
fate! even the autonomous con-
sumption needs some money!

they get this

jack and ﬁmﬂy b0 survive
and later because it becomes a
ST

. We pee the to
survive leads them towards
crime. But what once was their
only means of survival, later on
becomes their profession. First
they had little intention of tak-
ing Up this prolession and then
they have a little intention of

leaving it. First it was survival
and then it was to enjoy — 1o

improve their standard of liv-
ing. Well, the number of hijack-
ers, who were bound to be hi-
Jackers at the beginning. is not
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portunity Cost View of Crlmes

by Rmhan Jamil

much com a_nng to the total

number hijackers. Then
what abnut the rf:ﬁt*?‘
A person would involve

himself in any business when
he will see that the return he is
getting is exceeding his total el-
rts in the business. For in-
stance, a rickshawpuller
(although unknowingly) en-
gdges himself in doing so. be-
cause he thinks that it is worth
it. or -in other words., the
amount he earns from pulling
the rickshaw exceeds the total
labour he putsin it — in mone-
lary terms. Another example. a
hlt complicated one is that,
you are asked to do a
or me. | have agreed to pay
yuu If you are a rational per-
son, then the things you'll con-
sider for doing the job will be, a)
the amount of your time, lJabour
and skill you will be giving in
doing the job itself, converted
into monetary terms; b) the to-
tal time you've taken for going
there and coming back home.
conceried to monetary terms.
and c) il there is any risk in do-
ing the job or any chance of get-
ting humiliated. converted into
nmnctar}r terms. If the sum I'Il
ying you exceeds the sum
al + [b] + (c), then, and only
lhtn you'll do the job for me.
assuming that our relationship
is strictly professional.
Another easier form of cal-
culating this Is by considering

your opportunity cost of dntng
the work for me. You will calcu-
late the amount you would've
received by putting that specific
amount of time, labour and
skill, you have used in my case,
at any other place. If this sum is
equal to or less than the sum |
am paying you then and only

‘then you'll agree with me.

Now, suppose thal you are a
"hijacker-{o-be". about to
hijack. What are 1_11: thmga you
would consider? Firstly. the
amount of money you would get
from the victim. Next. about
how you are going to do it and
escape from it, and finally if
you get caught. to what extent
ge punishments is going to

Th reater the return is. the
more you be willing to de it.

Think that you aré planning
to conmvmit 100 crimes which
will earn you money. If the
probability of getting caught
and succeeding in committin
the crime is fifty-filty. and |
you are a risk-lover. you will
decide for it. And if the chances
of succeeding exceeds the
chances of failure then almost
everybody willing to commit
crimes will do the same.

Now, in our coumniry the
chantes of total success is above
B0 per cent. So why not do it?
Assuming that you will be

faughi in the rest of the 20 per
cent (which is only a probabil-
ity) what will your punish-
mtnt-s be? In our country. the
first 1htngi115 if you are caught,

the public will beat you
almost to death! Then the po-

lice will come and take you to a .

hospital, Now calculate the op-

. portunity cost of getting such a

beating!

Il you think that if you are
given twenty thousand or fifty
thousand or, say. one lakh taka
to get such a good beating, then
that is your opportunity cost of
the beating. Next, add your
hospital expenses and the op-
portunity cost of jail (say, if you
were not at jail for 'x’ period of
time, then how much would
K‘uu 've earned by that timel).

if you think that. the
goms you've made from these
per cent successful crimes
exceed this total cost of your's,
then go ahead and do them! And
if you are beaten to death. then
you- will be above all calcula-
tions (opportunity cost of death
is infinite): So. why baother

about getting beaten to death!
Hijacking or mugging is like
a drug, as many will sup-

port. because when one Starts
doing it, he just goes on doing it.
Without knowing how and why
— the man begins to love the

. plare

risk and return involved in do-
ing it. This leads to the proof
that more than 95 per cent of all
crimimrals are risk-lovers.

Now. let us see what the gov-
ernment is doing about it. Un-
der the new supervision of the
new government. the police
have developed a new tech-
nique. Nowadays. the police
search the backseat. more pre-
cisely what is underneath it, of
the taxis and rickshaws of
Dhaka city, at most of the im-
portant road crossings and ar-
eas. Those who live around the
urtiversity area will know this
better. If anything is found un-
der the seats of the vehicles,
then the passenger, or in his ab-
sence, the driver falls for it. A
sad fact remains that our ‘JD
licernen can really make life

hell. 1t's the passengers who feel
the inconvenience. The arms,

or other illegal t 5 which
the police are loo g
cauld've been kept there by th:

driver or by the lormer passen-

Eer or anybody else. But the po-
ce don't care, as long as there

is a passenger is in the vehicle.

When a pick-pocket on a hi-
jacker Frts caught in a public
fore he is beaten to
cdeath. in most ol the cases, the
police arrive and take him in
their custody. A surprising fact
is that as generally seen. a few
policemen are always around
the scene of these crimes. If the

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

crime is pulled out successfully,
then the police present there
tries in vain to catch the hooli-
ij.ems And in other cases, the po-
ice rescue the culprit as soon as
possible. In most cases the pub-
lic don’t know if these culprits
are brought to justice or not.
The indications of this is nut
very vague. The probabilit
hijacker in becoming a i::e is
much more less than that of a
policeman becoming a hi-
jacker!

The government wants to
iicrease the number of police
force. But it is well- l-mu'w'n that
most_of the terrorists or other
culprits -are very much known
to the poliee. The area is divided
among the terrorists. that one

., will separate in this part of the

city and in another part. The
present police force is suffi-
cient to feek them wu
seems like the police have a
good liaison with these terror-
ists. Either, in my opinion, the
police are getting paid for or are
afraid of catching these terror-
ists, These terrorists get in and
come out of the fail in no time
at all. The greater the number of
this they get in jail, the bigger
the credit. They come out of jail
like a 'hero'. I don't now wilrat
punishment they get inside the
jail, but they really came out
unchanged!

This situation leads us to
think of the idea of capital

them our own

p. But it -

* we:may have to pay dearly

punishments. How much o
what should our capital pun-
ishments be? Will it be like
those of the Islamic countries ot
the Middle East? Like cutting
off the fingers or the hands if a
thief is caught and found
guilty? Or will it be like giving
"police treat-
ments" to a greater extent or
will it be 'like increasing the
normal sentences they usually
get? If capital punishment is in-
troduced, then it will be very
beneficial for the whole coun-
try. betause crime is bound to
decrease to a great extent as the
culprits will be more and more
afraid of the law and order.. But
the human ri%hts organisations
and other such NGOs will offer a
strong resistance to this pro
posal, as for many minor
crimes; criminals will be dealt
with severely. So, it will be very
wise lor us (the younger genera-

- tions} to leawe these serious
. problems and questions 16 the

governmenil.

- After 25 years ol nur‘ il e
pendcnce. we got the same gov
ernment in power. People are
hoping high on theiin. But now,
the Awanii League is walking on

a tightrope. Their main 1ssue is
to stop terrorism ancd the above
discussed points should be ob
served carefully, as some major
parties have vowed not to sitop
terrorism. But the governinent
alone can't help change the sil
uation. We shoukd all be against
all unlawful activities, leaving
over political ideologies aside
Well. we should better uprootl
terrorism quickly for good. or
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STAR MOVIES

7:30am Comedy The Heav-
enly Kid 15 (Arabic Subutles)
9:30 Weslem: Frontier Gun 12
(Arabic Subtities) 11:30 Com-
edy: This Can't Be Love 15
(Hindi Subtities) 1:30 :
Mysiery Date 15 (Hindi Subh-
ties) 3:.30 Western' Run Man
Hun 15 (Hindi Subtities) 5:30
Comedy | Was A Tunlga
Vampire 15 (Hindi Sublitiés)
TH::: gomady The Mask 15
( ubtities) 9:00
1On18:30 Action MM
187 (Hindi Subtities) 11:15 The
Bulletin 11:30 Homor: Wes
Craven's New N are 18
(Arabic Subtites) 1:30 Action
Death In Brunswick 18 (Arabu
Subtities) 3:30 After Dark Wide
Sargasso Sea 18 (Arabic Subt-
lies; 5;:30 Film Club: Five Cor-
ners 18 (Arabic Subtities )

ZEETV

5:30 Sung Bhai Suno 6:00 The
News 6:30 Jagran 7:00 ZED
8:30 Hum Honge Kaamyab
9:00 insight 9:30 Gaane An-
jaane 10:00 Namasie India
10:30 Umeed 11:00 Close Up
Antakshri 11:30 Nirma Aaha
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1:00 ZED 1:30 Asian Sky Shop
2:30 Tara 3:00 Fimi :::mm
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Health Show 6:30 Through
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11:30 Cine Matinee-Hindi Fea-
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Newslina 12:00 Meri Marz
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1:00 Dil Deke Dekho 2:00 Best
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4:30 Uparnwas 5:00 It's My
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9:00 Orlem Hit Thi Hit Hai 9:30
instinet Purush Kshetra 10:30
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12:30 Dadi Maa (Bina Roy,
Ashok Kumar) 3:15 Songs 3:45 .
Udhar Ka Sidoor (Jeetendta.
Asha P) 6:30 Kuldeepak (Guj-
ratt) 9:15 Songs 10:00 Sharabi
(Amitabh, Jaya F) 12:45 Kaya:
ab (Jetendra, Shaana) 3:30
Filmi Baaten 4:00 Mandir Masjd
(Nutan, Sapd Khan)
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