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NEWS BRIEFS

Indian envoy
meets Speaker

Indian High Commissioner
in Bangladesh Dev Mukharji
called on Speaker |lumayun
Rashid €howdhury at the
sangsad Bhaban yesterd.
They gxchan views on the
system and functioning of the
parliamentary standing com-
mittees of the two countries, re
ports BSS.

Medicine seized
at ZIA

The Customs authoriues al
the Zia International Airport
yeslerday seized foreign
medicines worth Tk 3 Tr"Ei lakh
from two unclaimed lu es in
a home coming flight of Biman
The contraband medicines

(tablets) are: Buscopin — 34 200
pes. Mellenl — 26 000 pes. Mo
tvil — 13 440 pos and Desferel
— 166 pieces, reporis [UNB.

Zakirul Islam PS
to Khaleda

A senior assistant secretary
of Economic Relations Divi-
sion, Zakirul Islam has been
appointed as the private secre-
tary to Leader of tion
in Parliament and B Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia,
party sources said yesterday.
reports BSS.

Ershad joins budget
discussion today
Leader of the Jatiyva Party
Parliamentary Party Hussain
Muhammad Ershad, will par-
ticipate in the general discus-
sion on the current budget in
the Jatiya Sangsad today.
Jatiya Party Whip Advocate
Faz‘yt Hahhi said yestcrday
Former President Ershad, who
has been elected to iament
from jail from Rangpur is ai-

tending the bud%sl SEsSSion on
parole, reporis B

Two erushed under
wheels of train

CHITTAGONG, Aug 260 Two
people. including a minor boy.
were crushed under the wheels
of a train at Sitakundu
Railway Station today. Wit
nesses sald Minu Rahman, 18
and his four-year-old nephew
Shohag met the tragic end of
their lives while crossing the
rail track, reports UNB

Opposition in the
Sangsad and BNP Chairpe

ay that her part

"BNP lawmakers are con-
templating bﬂ}rm“mﬁ JS 51t-
tings to be chaired umayu
Rashid ChDWd]’lLll"l," and w1|] Eu

Speaker will chair,” she said.
tive, Begum Zia alleged.

The former prime minister
was addressin

Khaleda tells Bo

gra rally

BOGRA. Aug 26: Leader of the
Jatiya
1 rsorn
Begum Khaleda Zia threatened
may boy-

cott the sittings of the House
chaired by the ’partisan
Speaker.

tend only those the Depuly

The ruling Awami League is
making the parliament ineffec-

a citizens' rally
this noon at the Bogra Circuit
House auditorium. Leaders of
local prelessional groups gath-

From Reaz Ahmad

ered at the rally to voice
their protest against the inci-
dents of killing here over the
last five days.

She left for the capital at
2:30 pm.

Earlier, Begum Zia arrived

al Bogra yesterday afternoon on

the last leg of her by-election
campaign tour of northern dis-
tricts. In view of the killing of
students at Bogra, she left the
town without holding a sched-
uled election projection meet-
ing here this afternoon.

With Efra district BNP
president Advocate Mahbubur
Rahman in the chair, the citi-
zens' rally was addressed by a
rnumber of representatives of
various sections of people in-
cluding lawyers, traders, doc:

BNP may boycott JS sittings
under partisan Speaker

tors and journalists,

The BNP chief said that
when her party was in power, 70

r cent time of the JS sessions
was allocated lor the then Op-

sition. But, she alleged, "this

peaker 1s not at all giving us
floor Lo speak on various issues
including the law and order sit-
uation at Bogra and at the
Dhaka University".

In her 50-minute speech, Be-
gum Zia said, "As the budget
session is now continuing and
we are at least being able to
speak during our turns for dis-
cussion on the proposed budget,
we are offending. But, after this
session, if the Speaker contin-
ues to show his partisan atti-
tude, we will boycott the sittings

ot Fage 12 Col |
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Mourning day
observed

at Bogra

From Staff Correspondent

BOGRA, Aug 26: Normalcy
retlurned in this trouble-torn
northern town today after, two
days’ hartal on Saturday and
Sunday.

The All Party Students’
Unity (APSU) had called the
hartals for the two consecutive
days to protest killing of at
least four students in glict fir-
ing during pﬂlice‘pmple clashes
in the town since August 22. A
police constable was also killed
in the violent incidents that en-
sued afler a degree student of
WAzizul Huq Government Col-
lege was run over by a bus near
the t:nllegi,e on Thursday last.

Vehicles have come out on
the streets in large numbers but
there are no traffic police. Traf-
fic jams were seen at some in-
lersections in the town.

As the situation continued to
remain tense and anti-police
sentiment was very high, no

See Page 12 Col 4
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A party resorting to terrorism

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday blamed a
party for resorting to terrorism
with a design to create trouble
when the entire nation is
fighting for restoring peace and
stability in the country, reports
UNB.

"It is not desirable that a
party continues its terrorist
acts to destabilise social peace,”
she said calling upon all to
work [or ensuring peace and

- stability which is a prerequisite

to economic growth.

In a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the Institute of
Diploma Engineers at the In-
ternational Conference Centre,
Hasina. in a veiled foray on her
political opponents, hoped that
the party would shun conspir-
acy against the government and
the countrymen.

“They should refrain from
hatching conspiracy as the gen-

eral people are heing subject to
sufferings for that," she said cit-
ing the recent incidents in Bo-
tra where several people have

een killed in student-police
clashes.

The Prime Minister said it is
unfortunate that they had mas-
terminded a sad incident even
after immediate action taken
out of the sense of responsibil-
ity and sincerity of the govern-
ment.

"While all parties signed a

ace accord in Bogra, they vio-

ated that peace deal and en-
[urcr:d hartal after the Leader of
the Opposition reached there,”
said Hasina.

These activities will not
bring peace and welfare to the
people and the country, she
said, adding that her govern-
ment is determined to establish
a terrorism-and-poverty-free
Bangladesh.

to disrupt peace: PM

The objective of the govern-
ment is ensuring the economic
freedom of the people. Hasina
said calling upon the Diploma
Engineers to cooperate with her
government for reaching its
goal.

"You will have to contribute
for the economic advancement
of the country by innovating
new technology.” said the Prime
Minister hoping that they
would play a vital role render-
ing service to the people.

About the problems of the
Diploma Engineers, she said a
committee was pgoing to be
formed for administrative re-
forms which will consider their
administrative problems.

Referring to the other de-
mands of the DEs, the Prime
Minister said the government

~would try to consider other

problems of the institution.
See Page 12 Col 3
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Gulistan area in the heart of lht" nw 18 a famllmr scene, dnd has been 80 fnr muntha Mr
Mayor, you must have seen numerous times, and yet have done very little, knowing fully well that traffic jams like the
one above, have made city life unbearable. While we understand that managing traffic is not under your control, yet it
18 to you that people do, and will turn for solutions because you are the top elected representative of Dhakaites.

Have You Seen This, Mr Mayor?
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Bull run in DSE

likely to continue

By Inam Ahmed and Rafiqg Hassan

The bull run for more than a
month now in the country's
major bourse, Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE]), is likely to
continue as the market is still

. investible and the economy
| strong enough to sustain it,
~ sources concerned said.

The DSE All Share Price In-
dex took a sharp upward turn
iminediately after the June 12
parliamentary elections ending

a prolonged political impasse’

and is still striding in vigour
shedding off its lackluster
mood during the first quarter of
this year when the index ranged
between 761 and 796 points,
they pointed out.

It crossed the 1000-point
mark in the second week of July
and set yet another record on
Sunday reaching 1193 points.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Alamgir Kabir, Member of Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC), said the Price
Earning Ratio (PER) of the DSE

Jisted stocks, which now stands -

at 11, is still low in the region
and leaves scope for further in-
vestment.

In comparison, the PER of
Bombay bourse is now 22 and
that of Karachi is 17.

PER is measured by the price
ol a share of stock divided by
earning per share

Market operators view that a
portion of investments in
Dhaka bourse is not based on
‘thorough analytical approach,’
but on speculations. They, how-
ever, still maintain that a sec-
tion of the high going compa-
nies has potentialities to grow

But a major factor for the
push in the market is the in-
creasingly bigger flow of funds
mainly through individual in-
veslors, some sources pointed
out.

Kabir said more funds are on
the way as foreign investors
who had shied away from the
market after the imposition of
lock-in period in February,
1995, are now showing interest.

Since the imposition of
lock-in, no foreign institu-
tional investors had invested in
Initial Primary Offerings (IPO).
Only Prime Textiles and Monno
Fabrics had tasted foreign fund
placement for which foreign
hﬁ:autnn had cummitted before
t

From July 1955 to ﬁaa}r 1996,
there had been a negative bal-
ance of inflow and outflow
amounting to Tk 117 crore, SEC
officials pointed out.

Kabir said the market will
show a more theoretical ap-
proach as sleps are being taken

See Page 12 col 8

Budget discussion continues

Top priority to poverty alleviation: AL

NGOs running rural economy: BNP

Opposition MPs lound fault
with the current budget as it
lacks future direction while the
ruling party members hailed it
as people-oriented, as general
discussion on it contnued yes
lerday. reports UNB

Taking the floor first in the
morning session Awami
League MFP Bir Bahadur said
presentation ol such a people
onented budget in a short time
by the new governmen! is a
historical event in the country

The ruling party lawmaker
irom Bandarban suggested that
a parhiamentary commuittes be
lormmed 1o take eflort lor the so
lutionn of the staggering prob

lems in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts
Speaking next. Habibui

Rahman Swapan of Oppositiorn

- BNP [Sirajganj) leared that the
gt

would be a case of failure
15 it does not deal with the pre

' valling problems of the impor

tant agriculture sector
He said Awani League
which once criticised the value

added tax (VAT] syslem. ex
tericdded the VAT net which will
nol be good tor the nialon

shah Alam Advocate (Awin
i1l League Brahmanhbarial con
cenlrated his deliberation on
criticising the BNEP rule He
shiwered llowery T iSOl {he

Two young men
murdered
In City
By DMC Correspondent

[wo vyoungimen
legedly niurdered
veslerday

A yourng man was stabbwed 10
dedth al Nakhalpara under Te|
gaon thana in the cily yester
cday

'he body ol Shah Alamm. 22
son of one Khorshed Alam, was
lound lving between two rail
way lracks near HBoro Masjid at
"iaﬁhulpdrd at about ltwm, po

See Page 12 Col 7

were al
it the city

and Roh Tae-Woo (L) in Seoul court yesterday

AFP/UNB photo
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Two former South Korean presidents Chun Deo-Hwan (R

present budget, saying it is the
lHrst people oriented budget i
vl 7 H era

shamsuzzanan Dudu, a BNP
lawmaker from Chuadanga
sald the Awami League Lalked
about agricultural subsidy be
lone election . but in realily 11 al
I ated only Th 100 crore lor
Lhe subsidy

(Casligating the Awami
League rule dunng 197275 pe
] he sard the government ol
Sheikh Mujbur Rahman had
kKilled 30 000 opposition ac
tivists during its rule across the
LTIy

Emdadul Hag Bhuiyan
(Awanmi League Naravangany)
terimed undfortunale Lhe re
marks and behaviour shown by
suitie opposition MPs on differ

e11l oCcasion 1n the House
Thev should think whether
Lthe country could achieve 1inde

pendence 11 Bangabandhu
Sheitkh Mujibur Rahman was
not bhorn, he said

Speaking hirst in the after

e I-’figr t2 Colb7

JS tidbits

By Nazmul Ashraf

Education Minister ASHK
Sadeque, while making a
statement in the Jaliya
Sangsad on the recent incidents
al Dhaka University. ridiculed
the outgoing Vice-Chancellor
Prol Emajuddin Ahmed. for his
comment to the press: ‘| don't
wialll 1o see bloodshed i iay old
oM

Clting a series ol 'terrorist
activities” that took place at the
DU during Prof Emazuddin's
lenure. the munister said, "I he
(the VC) Is unwilling to see
bloodshed in old age. then the
gquestton remains whether he
Hked 1t in his young age

The Education Minister
mentioned several terrorist
acts including the one that o«
curred only 10 days ago and
sald the VU played inactive
role’ during those incidents

Perhaps. the VC was then not
old and he could see the blood
shed on the campus, the minis
ter remarked

Oppositiont BNFP lawniakers
were shoulinig 4t the nunister

>ee Page 12 (ol 4
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| that clashes between

| control

JCD-BCL clash on 15

campuses in 2 months

Star Report

Clashes between activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) at different educational
institutions during the last two
months led to the death of one
student and injury to over 200
others and closure ol at least
three institution for indefinite
period

The BNP-backed JCD and
the Awami League backed BCL
clashed in at least 15 educa-
tional institutions including
the Dhaka University and the
Dhaka Medical College (DMC)
during the period. Academic
programmes i some of the in
stitutions were suspended (ol
lowing the clashes, according to
reports

Authorities of some ol these
institutions, when contacted,
told The Daily Star yesterday

¥|r wo or
ganisations were for gaining
over the institutions
COnd ernied

The clashes took place amid
4 arms recovery drive by the
governmenlt after its around

yledge 1o root out terrorism
rom the sociely. the educa-
tional institutions in particu-
lar,

Mohammad Shilpi. a stu-
dent of Mohanganj Degree Col-
lege in Netrokona died in a
clash between JCD and BCL on
August 13. The college has also
closed sine die after the clash.

The DMC was closed sine die
on July 10 following a clash be-
twrrn JCD and BCL. Alter re-

ning. the college was again

osed sine die for the second
umr on August 14

The Chittagong Medical
College was closed sine die on
June 30 It reopened after 10
days. The Barisal Medical Col-
lege was closed lor seven days
on August 17

Classes at the Dhaka Uni
versily was suspended till Ao
gust 29 following clashes be-
tween the JCD and BCL on Au
gust 22 for gaining control over
residential halls. JCD has also
enforced an indefinite strike at
the DU

. Anﬁwersafy .t}f
Nazrul’s death
today

The 20th death anniversary
of National Poet Kazi Nazrul Is-
lam will be observed today. re-
poris BSS.

Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations have drawn up pro-
grammmes to observe the day.

The Bangla Academy, Dhaka
University, Nazrul Institute,
Shilpakala Ar.-ademy Islami
Foundation, } Al Anademr,.
ard other socio ural organi
sation have announced lhl: \:F -
%ammea to observe the da

1e programmes include plac-

ing to wreaths at the mazar of
the National Poet, Quran
kKhiani, discussion, poetry

recitation and musical soiree.
See Page 12 Col 7

2 shot dead 1n
Cox’s bazar
gunbattle

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 26: Two
people, including a dacoit, were
killed in a gunbattle between
dacoits and NGO workers near
Moheskhali Channel in Cox's
Bazar today, reports UNB.

The dead were identified as
Saiful Islam Chowdhury, 35, an
NGO worker, and Noor Mo-
hammad, 25. the alleged dacoit.

Police said the gunfight
erupted when a launch carrying
some NGO workers, including
several Japanese, came across a
ﬁang of dacoit near Mo-

eshkhali Channel at aboul
NooI.

Earlier, in the morning, the
saine gang of the dacoits looted
goods worth about 3 lakh from
the passengers of two launches

o —

SEOUL. Aug 26 Former
South Korean president Chun
Doo-Hwan was sentenced 1o
death here today lor master
minding a military muliny and
an insurrection linked io the
infamous Kwangju massacre
reporls AFP

The court also handed dowr
a4 sentence of 22 years and six
months in a jail for Roh Tae
Woo. 64. Chun's successor. for
his key role in the mutiny and
corruption

It said the two former heads
of state had also been found
guilty of taking bribes of more
than 600 million dollars be
tween them while in office be
tween 1980 and 1993

The two gray haired former
heads of state, sitting side by
side in blue prison garb. re-
ceived the sentences without
expression as relatives ol the
Kwangju victims screamed
Chun. bastard’ and “bring
back my son

There is speculation that in
cumbent President Kim Young
Sam may commute the death
senlence

"The accused Chun. comamit-
tedd very serious orime . in which
he mobilised military troops
disrupted the chain ol com
mand and destroyed the const
tutional order.” chief judge Kim
Young-il of the Seoul district

Ex-ROK pre51 ident Chun to die

court said

Chun, 65 was also found
guilty of "amassing illegal
wealth to the tune of millions of
dollars by milking businesses
Although.  while in office. he
contributed to stabilising the
economy and leaving a prece-
dent of peaceful transfer of
‘mhner these deeds cannot ofiset
s crimes.” the ju said.

The slow-paced coup was
capped by an insurrection In
the following year that led to
the massacre of more than 200
pro-democracy prdtestors in
the southern city of Kwangju.

But the court cleared Chun
and four others of the charge of
‘manslaughter” in directly or
dering the bloodbath, citing
lack ol evidence.

The court fined Chun 222.3
billion won (279 million US
dollars) and Roh 283 8 billion
won (349 million US dollars),
representing bribes received
while in office, Chun from 1980
o 1988 and Roh from 1988 to
1993

Of the |4 co-defendants, four
were handed 10 years in prison
for playing key roles in the
mutiny, four others got eight
year prison terms. three re
ceived seven-year terms and
two were handed four year
terms. One was acquitied

See Page 12 col B
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Kuwait to fund Rupsha
bridge: FM

Foreign Minister Abdus Sa
mad Azad yesterday said that
his visit to Kuwait and Iran was
fruitful’ and rewarding. reports
UNB

"Both countries are eager 1o
further expand economic mcip
eration with Bangladesh e
told newsmen at the Zia Inter-
national Airport on his return
from a week-long trip to the two
Muslim countries.

The Foreign Minister also
called his visit as timcl; and
significant after the Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's gov
ernmenlt came 10 pOWer.

Azad sald that during his
meetings with the government
leaders of Kuwait and Iran, they
have tried to identify more ar
eas ol bilateral cooperation

He said Kuwait has agreed to
| give more funds for joint ven
| tures and various developmen
tal p {Htl in Bangladesh, par:
ucular y for the construction of

the Rupsha Bridge in Khuilna
Kuwait Is interested to im

ort more manpower [rom
angladesh, the Foreign Minis-

ter sald, adding that at present
somme | .28 000 Wladeshis are
working in the gulfl state

He added that the Kuwaiti

government is also happy with
the performance of the
Bangladeshi soldiers working
there under the UN peace-keep
ing lorces

During his visit to Iran,
Azad and his counterpart Dr Ali
Akbar Velayeti signed an MOU
for further consolidating bilat
eral relations and economic co
operation

The lranian government. he
said, has agreed (o expedite the
ﬂrm"rnu of setting up an oil re

nery in Chittagong and ex
plore the possibility of a cement
plant in Bangladesh

The Foreign Minister said
that he had discussed with the
iranian leaders the possibility
ol cooperation between SAARC
and )

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury.
Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob
han and Iranian Ambassador
in Dhaka Mahmud Bayal were
present at the airport to greet
the Foreign Minister

BSS adds Answering a
question he said that Iran%nd
agreed to Bangladesh's pro

for using the Bandar Abba
Port

L Badshah and ML Amanat

| — at the channel.

Two cases were filed with lo-

cal police.

Three cos to get
licence for
cellular phones

e government will give li-
censes for cellular mobile tele-
phones to three joint-venture
private companies in a bid to
improving the standard of
telecommunication Services in
the country, reports UNB.

The three companies are
| Seba Telecom, IM International
and Grameen Phone Consor-
tium. said an official handout
vesterday

The decision was taken by
the government (o remove
monopoly by creating a compet-
itive market 1o expand the
lelecommunications Sector and
thus improve the guality of ser-

vice and reduce the service cost.
See iy 12 Col |

Bill to be placed In

JS for upgrading
Sylhet town: Zillur

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman tnld the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday that a
Bill would placed the
House for upgrading Sylhet
town into a cily corporation,
reporis BHSS

Replying to a call attention
notice from Dewan Farid Gazi
[AL-Habiganjl, the minister
sald the government was ac
tively considering the estab-
lishment of the divisional
headquarters in Sylhet.

Fhe minister said the gov-
ernment was laking up steps for
ensuring full-fledged function-
ing of Sylhet as a division,

Replying to another call at-

See Page 12 Col 3




