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: Mnhamnﬂd-
Azharuddin

{Former Indian cricket cap-

tain)
“Sachin is like my younger

brother. I really admire the way

he carries himself. He has a
very good cricketing brain. [
hope he carries on and on. "

Dinajpur DSA
nat’l youth
kabaddi champs

DINAJPUR, Aug 24: Hosts
Dinajpur DSA li the title of
th national youth kabaddi
r.:ham ijonship beating Pancha-
' gﬁr by 22-12 points in the
al at th: local stadium today,
reports UNB.
The winners earned’' two
creditable lonas in the match.
Dinajpur DSA had reached
the final eliminating Kurigram
DSA while Panchagar DSA
booked a seat for the final eut-
playing Narail DSA in the
semifinals played at the same
venue today.
State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra

Roy witnessed the final as chiel
guesl and distributed prizes
among the winners.

Vogts sticks
with Euro '96

veterans

BONN, Aug 24; Trainer Berti
Vogts kept faith with his entire
‘European Champinnship win-
ming squad for Germany's first
match since their title. victory,
a friendly in Poland.

‘Vogts picked no new players
for the squad for the September
4 game in Zabrze. Instead on
Friday
Euro '96 veterans including
Bremen's Jens Todt, called up
before the final by special
UEFA dispensation, reports
Reuter.

He will, however, have 10 do
without the Dortmund trio of
‘libero Matthias ‘Sammer, mid-
fielder Steffen Freud and de-
fender Rene Schneider, who
were all formally ‘nominated

-E?-m being injured.

squad is currently the
basis nf

1998 Wo A "i?n
"We'll have to m: wlﬂch nthcr

yers produce Pcnd
ormance to thcms:lpers
into the squad. "

- SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Oliver Kahn,
Andreas Kepke, Oliver Reck.
Defenders: Markus Babbel,
Thomas Helmer,
Kohler, Stefan Reuter, Ma
Snnnneﬁ Rene Schneider.

elders: Mario Basler,
Marco Bode, Dieter Eilts, Stef-
fen Freud, Thomas Haessler,

Andreas. Moeller, Mehmet

Scholl, Thomas Strunz, Jens

Chri-uanﬁqe

orwards: Oliver Bm-huﬂ*
Fredi ‘Robic. Juer 4
mann, Stefan Kuntge 08

he nominated all 23

larmin fnr Lhe_
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yvesterday at the Dhaka Stadium

Laos net ruffled eight times
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“* MSC, Brothers’ ultimatum

MSC’s electrifying display

il ﬂ Mohammedan
; Sporting Club

celebrated their
y malderr appearan-

ce in the Asian

Cup Winners' Cu
football championship in style
whern the local giants, powered
by a brilllant bhattrick from
siriker Alfaz Ahmed, dumped
Laos Electricity Club 8-0 in
their first leg match at the
[lood-lit Dhaka Stadium
yvesterday.

. Alfaz scored four goals. two
apiece in each hall, as Mo-
hammedans relieved memories
ol a similar wide-margin wvic:
tory at the very ground in a pre-
liminary round Asian Club
championship matech against
Radiant Club of Maldives in
1993,

" The dark and dapper Mo-
hammedan striker opened the
account with a 11th minute
header and then celebrated his
second poal in the 42nd minute
with a thunderous right-footer
from the edge of the box to en-
able the Federation and DMFA
Cup champions a 3-0 lead at the
breather.

In between, Igbal Ahmed,
the new signing of the black and
whites this year, blasted home
the second with a fierce left-
[ooter in the 20th minute before

| Mohammedans punched in five

more in the eventful second
session to complete the visitors
rout.

The visitors’ misery was
compounded in the second ses-
sion when their defender
Kongmany, in a des
tempt to clear a crispy minus
from magical Shabbir, shot
into his own net, leaving his
side 4-0 down shortly after the
breather. .

There was, however, a shﬂn
respite for the beleaguered
Electricity Club when ironi-
cally the four flondlight towers

ate at+

Sports Reporter

al the big bowl went off in the
58th minute

But the 23 minute lay off
due to power failure could not
dampen the goal-hungry Mo-
hammedans. who returned to
action shortly after the resump
tion with their live-wire Alfaz
completing his hattricks shoot
ing from a goalmouth melee
The make shift Mohamimedan
striker made it 6-0 in the 63rd
minute heading home a re-
bounder from close

Shabbir and Arman. the two
most talented midfielders of the
Fauntry who were responsible
for Mohammedans' resounding
victory with their delicate
touches of the ball and decep-
tive moves down the both
flanks, justifiably shared the

last two goals te complete a
savoury day's football for the
home ¢

BN

With this huge victory
hammedans. who are scheduled

Mo-

to meet Laos on September 7 in
the return-leg match at the Vi-

eritiane National stadiuam,
have almost confirmed their
passage into the next round

15 rvﬂ{thlnﬂ oes by the
script, Mohanunedans will play
their second round match
against Huyandai of South Ko
rea in an away malch on
September 14

For the Eleciricity team. it
was a horrific day in terms of
conceding ;lgcml!&. The runners-
up team of Laos league; in their
niaiden appearance at this level
irjed to enthrall the 20 000
strong audience with their
short passes But what they
lacked was a proficient stalwart
to meteralise the chances that
caine their way In the match

It could have been a different
story had not Lheir striker Sou-
venhno, left only to beat a hap
less Mohammedans custodian
Ponir, spoiled the simple sitter
only in the fifth minute of the
proceedings.

Laos Electricity, despite con-
ceding the eight goals, played
their owm game which to a great
extent was very much positive
However . al the end of the day,
their only consolation was Lthat
they did not concede any ]:ellﬂw
against Mohammedans' three

Yellow card: Mansur Ali,
Ruhul Amin and Arman (Mo-
hammedan SC).

TEAMS
MOHAMMEDAN SC: Ponir
(Minar), Mansur Ali, Jewel

Rana. Kaiser Hamid [Ranjaan),
lgbal Hossain. Manik, Arman.
fﬁabhtr Ranjan (Biplob) and Al-
az

ELECTRICITY CLUB: Se-
tsy Vongphamany, Kathaitho-
ny. Konymany, Som Sack
Keodala, Bountik Southilath
[Chanha-nom). Chakkavane
Chanha-lath, Souvanno. Pho-
angmalay, Khamsay (Vieng-
keo), Bournmy and Bounlanh
Bounsokvanh,

Referee: SK Ghosh (India).

- S

Igbal (black shorts) follows his shot into the Laos Electnicity net marking the second of Mohammedans’ eight goals

-—Star pheto

NEW YORK, Aug

24: The US n
begin on Monday
and that means in
a little more than
lwo weeks StRffi

‘Eraf will be hoisting her 21st
career Grand Slam singles
trophy before an appreciative
Cro at the National Tennis
Centre, reports Reuter.

Sure twice champion Mon-
ica Seles, 1994 winner Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario and even
homegrown American rising
star Lindsay Davenport are le-
gitimate contenders.

But Graf, winner of the last
six Grand 5Slams she has en-
tered, is again the prohibitive
favourite to claim her fifth US
Open crown in an inexorable
march toward Lhe all-time

record for major es titles. .

There may not be another
tennis plralycr in the world —
male or female — who can

match Graf for mental tough-
1ESS.

~ Her ability to play through
‘nagging injuries and tune-out
personal problems and other
clistractions over the course of a
two-week major is legendary,
And those qualities are never
more obvious than at New
York's Grand Slam, where the
conumotion is eonstant. ‘

Worse news for other title

hopefuls in that with all her
success and nothing left to
prove, Graf still wants to win,
"“The fun and the excitement
and the motivation is still
there,” Graf said this week.

"1 just'need to get a racket in

~my hand and get on the court
and play tennis, that is all that

I neerl to motivate myself. It's so’

(Gabbi digs
own grave

CARLSBAD, California. Au
24: Japan's Kimiko Date u
efficient ground strokes and
took advantage of r serving

ntina's Gabriela Saba-
tini for a 6-4, 6-1 quarterfinal
victory in the Tosh Tennis
Classic, AP.

Date will face "defending
champion . Conchita Martinez

‘urday. Martinez, seeded second.
advanced Thursday in straight
sets over Nathalie Tauziat of
France. .
. 'In Fﬂda s other qun:ttrﬂ-
nals, Bl:ﬂded Arantxa
Sm;:gri!z lcm:lq tuf Shpnin
er usual steady base-
ﬁ:e te defeat Slovakia's
Ka Studenikova 6-3, 6-3,

of the Czech Republic
France's Sandrine Tlltl.ld

| 7-6(7-4), 5-3

. that was reall

of Spain in the semifinals Sat- -

know."”

and third-seeded Jana Novotna

Of the graceful gritty-goer
et

much fun to be out lhere and try
to play great tennis.”

A US Open victory for the
German star would mark the
fifth time Graf has claimed at
least three of the four Grand
Slam titles in one year. This
year she passed retired legends
Martina Navratilova and Chris
flntm who each own 18, C‘::ri is

closing on Margaret 'S
reecord of 24.

Seles, who shares Grafs
number one ranking, and
Sanchez each have plenty of in-
centive to win and both come in
with the all-important experi-
ence of havm Ereﬂausl}r worn
the toughes e four majors.

‘Ef:]ts madt a triumphant
return to the Open last year by
reaching the finak of her first
Grand Slam event following the
long layoff after her 1993 Ham-
burg stabbing.

In Grafs absence Seles won
her fourth Australian Open this
};ear but disappointment at the

rench and a shocking second-
round defeat at Wimbledon has
left her hungry for another
tastie of Grand Slan “g

"When 1 lost im ledun
hard,” admitted
Seles, the 1991 and 1992 US
Open champion."”

That Seles can win the Open
is undeniable. But a ahnurccr
injury that will r fery
and causes paiu.

uire sur
en the cft-

STEFFI GRAF

hander serves means she will

need a

punish
"] feel

ittle luck to go with her
g,mundstf‘nkea

_ 'n prepared. | played
pretty good tennis in Canada :
said Seles of her recent hard-

court title in Montreal, "[But) 1
felt good go ing into Wimbledon
and l did terrible. you never

Sanchez, like Graf, seems to
thrive in the New York chaos
and her unbridled tenacity and
will to win always ‘make the
second-ranked Spaniard a
threat.

Tt's a very 5pl:cial lace for
me lo play.” she said. "It's crazy,
1 know. It's nms}r bug [ love the
atmosphére,” hez, the

last person to defeat Graf at a
ma‘mr in the 1994 US Open fi-
nail. -

But Sanchez's role on the
women's tour of late seems to be
to push Graf enough to make the
German earn her titles. The
pair hooked up [or thrilling
struggles in' the*French Open
and Wimbledon finals this year
and last, but Sanchez always
seems Lo wind up the gracious

© TUInIer- up.

"Chances you always have."
she said. '] guess what counts is
that I'm feeling good, I have
confidence. Anything can hap-
pen in two weeks." -

The one ‘player, the top con-
tenders seem to be eyeing with
some trepidation is Davenport.

With an Olympic gold medal
round her neck and a surprise
victory over Graf en route te
last week's Manhattan Beach ti-
tle under her belt, Davenport
may be pused for a Grand Slam
breakthrough if she doesn't
wilt under the trying conditions
over two weeks at [lushing
mfl;adnw

"She is definitely somebod
to watch oul for. She has really
improved in the past few
months,” Graf said of Daven-
port.

"I definitely thtnk Lindsay
has a great chance. The way
she's been pl ihas been un-
hellevable. sn she's right up
there.” echoed Seles.

Then in, the loss that
dropped Graf's record on the
WTA Tour to 35-2 this year
could mean that she is not due
for anbother defeat for about six
mionths. .

‘Chen stuns
Susanto

. KUALA LUMPUR. Aug 24:
Indonesia’'s Indra Wijaya de-
feited Malaysia's P. I{anthaw
roopan 15-6, 15-4 in the men's
singles quarterfinal
180,000 dollars Malaysian
Open badminton tournament
Friday night, reports AP.

" In another men's single
match, world junior champion
Chen E'rang of China showed his
prowess when he disposed of
Indonesian title hope Her-
mawan Susanto 15-9, 15-7.

Ong Ewe Hock of Malaysia
remained on course for his first
major title when he defeated
China's Hu Zhi Lan in the
‘quarterfinal.,

Ewe Hock, who represented
Malaysia in the recent Olympic
Games, won ]5-2, 15-10 and
will meet anotheér Chinese
Hla_-,rcr Chen Gang in th semi-

nal Saturday.

| canten, p

- finest

;mﬂnt

of the -

- his obsession

Rain ruins
SL-World X1
match

COLOMBO. Aug 24 The one-
day match . between world

| champions Sri Lanka and a
World XI was abandoned today

because of rain, report agencies

The rain which came down
in buckets, delayed the start of
the exhibition match by two
hours,

The game began in the
evening and captain Moham-
mad Azharuddin of India. who
wori the tosa. sent his World X1
team in to bat

The match, ahead of the
lour-nation Singer World Se-
ries beginning Monday, was
held to honour a slain Sri
Lankan leader credited  with
laying the foundation for the
country s rise in International
cricket

Just minutes belore the
niatch was Lo iri at 3 pm
(1030) the raln came down.
Hundreds of groundsmen cov-
ered the pitch and the adjoining
outfield with huge plastic
sheels. But a strong wind [rom
the Indian Ocean whipped it

EIW%

¢ crew then vanked the

sheets again over the piich

bsd:crured them with heavy M
s.

Proceeds from the match
will go to the Gamini Dis-
sanayake Foundation, sald Sir-
ima Dissanayake. widow of the
slaiu leader. Gamini was Lhe
chairman of the Asian Cricket
Conlference, which trains poor
siudents.

- BRIEF SCORE
WORLD XE 102-0 (M Waugh
39 n.o. S Tendulkar 56 n.o) off
21.4 overs.

TEAMS

WORLD XI:' Mohamimad
Azharuddin (captain, India).
Andy Flower (Zimbabwe), Mark
Waugh (Australia}), Sachin Ten-
dulkar (India). Steve Waugh
[Au:stralia} lan Healy (Austra-
lia). Abdul Qadir (Pakistan).
JavaTI Eﬁnalh ({India),
Streak (Zimbabwe), G McGrath
(Australia)] and Kenneth Ben-
jamin (West Indies). -

SRI LANKA: Arjuna Rana-
tunga [captain}. Sauath Jaya-
suriya, Romesh Kaluwitharana,
Asanka Gurusinha, Aravinda
de Silva, Hashan Tillekaratne,
Roshan Mahanaima, Kumar
Dharmasena. Chaminda Vaas,
Pramodya Wickremasinghe
and Ravindra Pushpakumara.

Doc gives Diego
aclean bill
of health

GENEVA, Aug 24: Argenti-
na's Diego Maradona has
kicked a long-time drug habit
after a 10-day cure in a Swiss
mountain clinic., his doctor re-

ported on Friday, reports
Reuter. b
In a statement released

through authorities in Berne
sychiatrist Harutyan
Arto Van said Maradona's
treatment ended successfully on
Thursday evening and his soc-
cer career would now continue.

Maradona, 35, flew into
Switzerland on August 13, two-
days after abruptly quitting his
club Boca Juniors and an-
nouncing that he wanted to quit
taking drugs once and.for all for
the e of his two daughters.

Once considered the world's
player. Maradona's tur-
bulent career has included two
suspensions for drug abuse. He
was once arrested in Argentina
for possession of cocaine.

Van and colleagues at the
Bellelay Psychiatric Clinic last
week outlined a 10-day treat-
programme to end
Maradona’s psychological need
fer cocaine,.

The treatment was in thn::
stages; the [irst of which in-

- volved administering a drug by

intravenous drip that boosted
Maradona’s natural defences.

The second stage involved
sessions wﬂh psychiatrists to
reduce his “emotional overbur-
dening”— Van said Maradona
was not a drug addict but simply
cracked “at fatal moments” un-
der the burden of his worldwide
fame.

The third stage, which Van
said on Friday had been suc-
cessfully cempleted this week,
consisted pf to neutralise
with consuming
drugs.

It was not clear whether
Maradona had left Switzerlang.
* Berne vofficials said that
Van., a Turkish-born

hia-
trist who is a professor mme

University and directs the Bc]-
lelay Clinie, and dcﬁutg
vanni Spano were bot rnnd

Heath |

|
|
|

Mohammedan
Sporting Club and
Brothers Union
Club have threate-
ned to boycott the
on-going Danish
Division football

Premier
league if the punitive measures

taken against them by the
league committee were not
lited before their feague clash
on August 27
This was announced by both
the club officials in a joint
Erru conference at the Mo-
ammedan Club premises yes-
terday afternoon. a day after
the leaguéd commitiee decision
lo penalise both by one point
each and fmed aza one lakh
!:lcr:r: for their rehictance to
ga}' on Tuesday night's trou-
le-torn match which left one
person dead and nearly fifteen
injured
In protest against the deci-
sionn Khaled Masud who read
out the written statement.

Rangamati
football

RANGAMATI, Aug 24 The
Rangamati Parbatya Zila Foot-
ball league tournament 96 he-

an at local =tacdium here on
riday, reports L/NB
Local puty Commissioner

and President of the tourna-
ment Shah Alam inaugurated
the tournament

The inaugural match played
between Progoti Sangha and
Sadak (C'lub ended in a draw.

A total of 13 teams have been
participating in the tourna-
ment, organised by the district
sporils association

Sports Reporter

le:;;ll_ntd I:l]::j verdict unjustified,
urair, and it's COntrary to t
league by-laws, i
The clubs claimed the inci-
dent Bappened at the Dhaka
Stadium last Tuesday. was
but the outcome of the
injudiciousness of the organis-
;rr; ;T%’ DhT that the
u totally un ble
and the league mmnntt;:':aglld
have casily avoided the sad in-
cident had they inspected the
ground earlier and acted ac-

cordingly t 1 th
match Y Rosteodiing. the

In defence of their state-
ment. both the club officials re-
ferred to an interview German
coach Otto Pfister, published in
a vernacular daily, in which he
opined the ground as unfit for
any match. Claiming them-
selves as inmocent. the officials’
argued if they were the culprits -
therr why on earth had the au-
thorities declared the match
valid.

According to the clubs. the
sections of the by-laws guoted
by the league committee not
exist. There is no such by-law
which permits them to reduce
one point from any team’'s ac-
n:unt

The clubs also pointed to the

p( -dallying of the league dis-
cipiinary cmrmuttce in submit-
¥

their

ile -:::nsuﬂng the parting
chairman of the comumit -
tee. SA 5u]tan thtj' claimed

that the verdict against them
was nothing but a personal
ve him.

nally the two clubs in-
jormed that t were goi
appeal against hzc ot ni!
punishmernt is not withheid,

I—

Tnnveer Hau:har (C} acting general secretary of Muhnmmhn
the press during a joint press

yesterday to protest the

they will not take in the
Premier league this season
anymore.

Acting secret general
Tanveer Haider treasurer
Anwarul Helal spoke on
behailf of M while
vice president Abu Hasan Babila
and jeint Niaz Ahmed

Khan represented Brothers

Unjnn

tha.t they had %

boycott the yesterday's matc;h
Laos E but had

changed their mind after get-

ting the assurance from state
minister for youth and sports.

Meril Div I
football

The Meril First Division
football ue in Pabna, organ-
ised by the Pabna District

Sports Association. will begin
al the local stadium from Au-
gust 30.

State Minister !t? Youth and
Sports, Obaidul Quader. IrHI in-
augurate the 13-team

Sponsored uare T
g e by Sq ﬂ.ilctrir.-:

Pabna Athletics Club  will
lake on Shaheed Gama Smriti
Samity in the opening match.

China dreams

Dream Team

BELJING. Aug 24: Buoyed by
fis men's basketball team's best

ever showing at the Olympic
Games. China is looking 1o
form its own Dream Team' of
{he future by drafting in top US
tajent from the NBA. re'portl
AFP.

coalfarme of Mohammedan SC und Brothers
puniti

to
nion Club

Club,

e measures against them by the league committee.

Anwarul Haque Helal (R), the treasurer of HSC nnd BU ﬂr.:a-pmdant Abu Hun Babla
{L} were also present on the occasion.

phutn

Healy fails to be fair

COLOMBO, Aug

24: hustralia s
stand-in captain
lan Healy almost
i ruined his team's

were here to make friends.”
official said. "I doubt if Healy
did himself a favour there.”

= peace mission in

Sri Lanka by failing to attend
an official function on Friday
night, report

ncies.
Healy, deputising for the in-

jured Mark Taylor in the four
nation Sin
on Monday,. preferred to work
out in the hotel
while officials
press briefing called by the”
SpPONSors.

Cup starting here

nasium
gathered for a

Healy's absence was con-

spicions at the function. at-
tended by the managers and = |
captains of the rival
from India,
hosts Sri Lanka. ;

teams
Zimibabwe and

"Healy is in the gym," Aus-

tralian manager Cam Battersby
told reporters at the briefing.
"‘Butl 1 am here to answer any
questions you may have for
him or the Australian team.” :

The . manager's pleadings

failed to appease reporters and
offjcials from the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket iruSri Lanka.

"l thought the Australians

-dIl -’

The Australians are keen to

mend sirained relations with
their hosts after Sri Lanka's ac-
rimonious tour "Down Under
last year and Australia's refusal

o play their World Cup match

htl’ﬁ in March for Sﬁ:uﬂty rea-

L-.Eﬂﬂﬂ

The Australian high

missioner in Sni Lanka hl:lp-:d
ease the tension between the
husﬂng a lunch

lwo nations

{or both teams on Wednesday.

"What happened was in the
to concen-
Sri

past, we are going
trate only on the cricket."

Lanka's World Cup winninp;

'IAN HEALY

‘captain Arjuna Ranatunga Said.
The Australian team man-
said he agreed with

ager
Rapatunga.

‘I believe relations between -
the two teams will be excellent.”

Battersby said.

Battersby said he was satis-

fied with the security arrange-
ments.

Sri Lankan officials sajd
they expected heavy rain which
washed out a warmup match on
Friday should ease by Saturday.

Australia their short
tour of Sri Lanka with a five-
run win over the country's
youth team on Thursday.

Sri Lankan offici were
amused at discovering a Badly—
guarded secret that an Aus-
tralian federal security.officer
Rc‘%1 Dickson was travelling
with the team-in the guise of as-

sistant manager.
"They are obwi not con-
vinced that we can after

" them here.” a local official said.

“l am confident that no team

will face any problems here.”
The Australians are., how-

ev:r unlikely to receive much

port in lhr: stands when the

m"ﬁu“ﬁﬁlﬁ ﬁarﬁ have for-

gotlen last year's troubled tour
of Australia, where Arjuna’
Ranatu boys were first ac-
cused nl}%ali tampering before
frontline spinner Muttiah
Murlitharan was branded a
chucker.-

Then came the ultimate hu-
miliation as the Ausiralians

‘boycotted their World - Cup

match in Sri Lanka fearing the
safety of their players after a
bomb in central Colombo kﬂlﬂi
91

Eﬁ?pll.anka took revenge by
defeating Australia in the
World Cup final in Pakistan on
March 17.
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