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Chief of the Karak branch ol the Islamic Action Front Ah-
mad Kafawin talks to worshipper after the Friday's
Jummah prayers in Karak. Some |50 pegple took to the
street chanting "we are hungry” and demanding the release
of detainees who were arrested in violent protests last week
against a steep rise in bread prices. The march was
peacefully dispersed by police. — AFP/UNB photo

. . ) . .
Heavy rains claim 7 in India:
Seven people were Killed when heavy monsoon rains lashing
the Indian capnal brought down a house and a factory, police
said Yesterday, AFP reports trom: New Delhi.
Six died and 10 others were injured when a three-storey
house under construction in the western district of Vikaspuri
collapsed on Friday after several hours of continuous rains,

L .
US marine plane crash kills 4:
A US marine aircraft on a routine training mission with a crew
of four on board crashed near Yuma on Friday, an official said,
Reuter reports from Yuma.

Marine spokesman Christopher Tessier said thg plane went
down west of the Gila mountain range in an area inaccessible to
vehicles. The fate ol the four-man crew was not immediately
known. though the wreckage of the Ea6B prowler jet had been
located from the air. he said. It was the third US military plane
crash in two days.

Hashimoto begms Brazil visit:

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto on Saturday
begins a three-day visit to Brazil aimed at bolstering economic
ties with Latin America's country, AP reports from Brazila. .
Hashimoto's visit to Brazil is part of a tour of Latin America
which began’ Aug 20 in Mexico and ineludes Chile. Peru and
Costa Rica. His first stop in this country will be in Foz de Iguacu
at the border with Argentina and Paraguay. There he will visit
the world-famous lguacu wafcrfaﬂs

.

_ Mother Teresa still on respirator: vouo
Teresa, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for her ministering to
the poorest of the poor, battled for her life Saturday as nuns of
her order prayed for her recovery, AP reports from Calcuttd, |
The Roman Catholic nun, who turns 86 on Tuesday, suffered
heart failure Friday and could breathe only with the aid of a
respirator, doctors said.

‘Blast claims 7 in Algeria: soms

blast in a market at Bou Haroun in western eria killed seven
people and in A#md several others, the weekly El Watan reported
yesterday, says from Algiers.

A statemient released by the ‘Algerian security services put
the death toll in Friday's explosion at five, with five injured.
The bomb went off in a weekly open-air market the paper said.
The victims were identifled as a woman.and her 515 -year-old
daughter, another young woman and four boys, whose ages were
not given.

Blasts damage bldgs in France;

Three bombs caused heavy damage te public huildlnga in
northern Corsica early last morning in the latest of a campaign
of attacks on symbols of the French state in the Mediterralman
island, AFP reports from Bastia.

The first bpmb went off at 01:30 am in the regional pm-cur:-
ment office in Biguglia south bf Bastia. TWenty-five minutes
later, another bomb exploded outside the Bastia headquarters
of the same administration. A third bomb targeted the harbour-

master's olfice in Macinaggtn about three hours later, pa]ice
said. .

'UNDP donates $ 3,49000 ta Vietnam:

The United Nations development prégramme said yesterday it

was donating 349,000 US dollars to provinces in northern
Vietnam devastated by the region's worst flood and storm
damage in years. Reuter reports from Hanoi. -

- Astatement said the continuing storms had carved a "path of
terror” across northern provinces leaving 194 people dead, 166
missing and more than 200.000 homeless. It said the money
was being donated to hel]? %::mact farmers and rural villages in
‘five coastal provinces build better sea-walls and dikﬁ to pratcct
against future typhoons and ﬂmdmg

Delhi bldg collapse toll now 8: e
toll in Friday's building collapse in West Delhi has risen to
eight. with the rctave? of three more bodies under the debris
ﬁesﬂfrday fire brigade sources said, PTI reports from New
elni -
. Fire brigade personnel have continued rescue work in search
of more bodies from the baserment of the three storey buldi
Vaikaspuri which crumbled following the season's heaviest
downpour. The mishap occurred around 0300 hours’ Friday
when work was in progrees for constructing a basement in tha
building located in the main DDA market camplax in

rivals belonging

n .

Kurdish factions

WASHINGTON, Aug M Lead-
ers of Irag's two main Kurdish
factions agreed on Friday Lo end
six days of I'fhliug and to at-
tend US -mediated peace talks
next month, the State Depart
menl said, r s Reuter.

Spokesman Glyn Davjes
said In a statement that the
agreement followed direct US
contacts with Massoud Barzani,
leader of the Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party (KDP). and Jalal
Talabani, leader of the Patri-

Union of Kurdistan (PUK).
avies said the two leaders
have eed to cease the fighte
return their forces lo
the positiorms held before the
current fighting began” on Au-

st*17 Hrdlrl not give a
time for the ceaselire bid said
the United . States , looked
forwgrd to “imrediate imple-
mentation.

The two party leaders had
also agreed to meet US Assis-
lant Secretary -for near eastern
alfairs Robert Pelletreau in
September “to solidify the
ceaselire and to pursue récon
ciliation.” Davis said

Indian court
orders arrest
of ex-minister

NEW DELH]. Aug 24 | An In
dian  court has ordered the ar
rest of a controversial former
minister who wis dropped from
the gabinet for alleged criminal
linles, newspapers reported to
day, says Al?[

The Patna High Courl in the
Eastern state of Bihar on Friday
asked the authorities to arrest
Mohammed. Shahabuddin
within 10 days on charges ol
having fired at a police officer

during the parliamentary polls

in Ma
ported.

Shahabuddin allegedly shot
at the then superintendent ol
olice of Siwan distriet 1 Bi-
1ar. .The olficer escaped un-
harmed.

Shahabuddin was named
nminister of state for home af-
fairs by Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda in June but re-
signed after the opposition at-
cused him of criminal links.
Shahabuddin, an MP, is a
provincial leader of Deve Gow-
da's Janata Dal (People Party)
in Bihar.

Afghan factional
clashes leave 10

Pakistanis dead

across border

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan. Aug
24: Residents in a small village
that borders Afghanistan have
been suffering the fallout of a
bloody . factional: battle agpass
the border. As pany as 10 vil-
lagers have been killed in the
past two days and several more
wounded. the News reported
Saturday, reports AP.

Missiles and mortar shells
have rained down on the Pak-

the Times of India re

istan border town of Parachi-,

nar das Taliban guerillas fight
to Hezb-e-lIs-
lami, just across the border in
Afganistan's Paktia province,
the Engh:sh language daily
News aper the news reported.
overnment jets also
bumbed Taliban positions, al--

thnugh there were no immedi- .

rts of casualties}
iban soldiers. many of
wham are former Islamic sem-

atc

inarians turned guerilla fighy-

ers, are trying to overthrow
Afghanistan’'s government of
which Hezb-e-Islami is part.

Over 200 rebels
surrender to
Sudanese troops

KHERTOUM, Aug 24: Sudan
‘said today more than 200 rebels
from the war-torn south had
surrendeged to government
tmcgrs there, reports Retiter.

udanese government radio
said 225 rahe.ls in eastern Equa-
toria State, on the border with
Kenya and Uganda, gave them-
selves up in the town of Kapopta
-where the commander of gov-

‘ernment troops offered them

assistalice.

The radio quoted an official
the rebels were

SOUTCE as sa
from the Tobosa warrior iribe,
the largest ethnic group in east-
ern Equatoria, and had foughts
alongside. John Garang, the
leader of the Sudan Peaplca
Liberation Army (SPLA).

The rebels had joined the

ace process after numerous -

contacts had been made with
‘them” and said they had en-
dorsed the peace charter, the
radio reported.

The Sudanese government

and a number of rebel groups, *

including dissident factions of

the mainstream SPLA. éarlier

this year signed a peace charter:
which the government hopes
will end more than 10 years al‘
war betweegn Khartoum and the

International

Yeltsin backs Lebed’s peace efforts
Russia begins withdrawing

troops from Grozny -

MOSCOW, Ang 24 Russia be-
gan wtthdfaWHl? troops frog
the capital breakaway

Chechnya today in Jine with an .

agreement reached in talks be-
tween Russian military leaders
and rebel commanders, Inter-
fax news agency sald, reports
Reuter

The agency said the Interior,

Ministry troop units would be
ed in Grozny's suburbs.

It did not say hew many sol-

diers were helng led out.

Chechen rebels captured
much of Grozny on August 6,
trapping Russian soldiers in
their checkpoints and inside
the central corhplex of govern-
ment buildings.

Most fighting stopped on
Friday after Russian peace.
maker Alexander Lebed and top
Chechen commanders agreed a
ceasefire and pro
lowards a political solution.

The truce took effect at noon
0800 GMT) on Friday and both
sides say it has been broadly re-
spected. Interfax said seven
Russian servicemen had been

to work

wounded in G in the

24 hours. Humm:lrt:da of s
died in the fighting earlier
“month.

Lebed, who won the rather
 belated backing of President
Boris Y?Iuh::}I:tE on Friday. is
to travel to ec a at
-t hiny ag;m

Another earlier report sa
Peace seemed closer in ‘hnurr,;l
Chechnya as Russdian and
ratist commanders im Ie-
mented a truce and Pr t
Boris Yeltsin finally gave his
public to talks aimed
at a solution.

two sides said they
to start pul back forces in
the heavily damaged capital
Grozny on Saturday and form
joint military patrols to en-

plan

. force the hew ceasefire,

The truce came irito effect at
noon (0BO0 GMT) on Friday.
rekindling hopes for an end to
the 20-month-old separatist
conflict only days after some of
the heaviest fighting.

Russian security chief
Alexander Lebed pressed on

with' his peace plan armed at
last with Yeltsin's public ap-
proval

ITAR-Tass news
?or!ad that Lebed briefed

e
in Moscow
gave the former paratroop gen-
eral the go-ahead to seek a po-
litical solution in talks with
leaders of the Chechen sepa-
ratist guerillas.

Lebed, who got
powers as Yeltsin s
viser in the breakaway
lic, had signed lht mﬂlm‘g
agreement with rebel Chief
Staff Aslan MaskhaddV.

Now he is drafting the
broader political agreement
and was expected to return to
the region this weekend.

Military leaders on Friday
held a relaxed meeti in
southern Chechnya and de-
clared they were in total agree-
merit.

Maskhadov said Russia's
clear decision to stop the war
had made all the difference.
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Gypsy ¢ Iuidren play in l.hc camp of 7000 caravans assembled on Thuradly on an unused
NATO base for an annual four-day evangelical pilgrimag

e by some 35,000 Roms from

France and other European countries® The Evangelical ‘Mission of Life and Light,
founded in 1946, numbers some 100.000 faithful out of a 300,000-strong £ypsy community.

— AFP/UNB photo

Slhanouk to stage mass amnesty

| in two months

PHNOM ‘PEMNH Eamhudil.
Aug 24: ‘ﬂndmn Si-
hanouk ammm Saturday
that he will stage a mass
amnesty inn two months, raising

| expectations of a pardon for a

long-time chieftain of the
Khmer Rouge now negotiating
peace at-the head of a break-
away faction. reports AP,

The announcemient came a
day after Cambodia’s two prime
ministers met one of Si-
hanouk’'s conditions for a royal
amnesty: issuing a joint decla-
ration that they favoured par-
doning leng Sary. brother-in-
law of the notorious Pol Pot, in
the interest of peace. *

Sihanouk has also said that
amnesty for Sary, widely ac-
cused of crimes against human-
ity during the Khmer Rouge's
bloody ruile from 1975 te 1979,
should be approved by a two-
thirds majority of the 120-seat
National Assembly.

The statement from the
palace announced the date for
the as October 31, Si-
hanouk's 74th birthday. The
two-month lag would give the
assembly space to vote on such
a bill and also allow time to test
the sincerity of Sary's desire to
defect.

The statement specifically
did not say who would bé cov-
ered by the amnesty. Palace and
government officials either*re-
fused to comment or said they
did not know. |

The commanders of several
hundred Khimer Rouge guerillas
it northwestern Cambodia who
hawve pledged loyalty to Sary-are
engaged in delicate negotiations
with the government over the
terms of endihg their war and
defecting to the royal army.

The renegades, branded
traitors by hard-liners loval to
Pol Pot, have demanded guaran-
tees for their safety and appar-

ently also wish to n':l.él con-~
trol over the areas rich in gems
and timber they occupy along
the border with Thailand.

According to the palace
statement, Tep Vong chief of
Cambodia's Buddhist monks,
wrote 1o the king suggesting an
amnesty ceremony and asked
for his cooperation. Sihanouk
said in the statement that he
agreed with the idea "100 per
cent.’

Sihanouk hdas powers to
grant amnesty or reduce sen-
tences udner the constitution
that accompanied UN-spon-
sored elections in 1993, which
were aimed at ending decades of
civil war and suffering.

The king. a prisener of the
Khmer Rouge during their mur-
derous reigh. has said that he

personally would like to see

+ Sary tried for crimes against

humanity.
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‘No talks with govt'

Taliban capture crucial
base 1n Paktiya

24: The Is-

Inmic Taliban militia said to-
day it had capturtd a crucial
o-goverAment base on the

hakintan} border after five
ours of fighting, reports
Reuter. - =

A Taliban in the
Pakistan of Peshawar said
the base in Pak

province
from Prime Minister Guibuddin
Hekmatyar's Hezb-l-Islami
forces overnight and its defend-
ers driven across the border.
) ted

Afghanistan's
merful Taliban militia force

vowed it would not enter
into any tiations with
Kabul and

Te 'ﬂl defeat

and external cmq:m" aries to
weaken us and thwart our

an wmportant Taliban Lﬂdcr
Amir Khan Muttaqgi, said.

Muttagi, | to AFP in

the southwestern ﬁ

of Quetta on Friday,
recent Kabul overtures for

ﬂ!#'*
_tations as ;
at creating in thl! mili-

tia.

He said the aceord
between Kabul rulers and
northern warlord Abdul Rashid

Dostam to the Salang
Highway and such moves
would mot bring peace to the
war-iorm country

to stan only under an
;slsmam:[cTahhan =

uttagi, in-c of the
information of the militia
at their base in near

Muttiagi allcgtd that some
foreign countries were -
kensive and did not want al-

fhanl:mﬂrnlmm

lekmdtot

to finesse

India into mg‘nmg CTBT

Aug 24: British

Fartign Secretary Malcoim H:ﬂund will, they said, have
[ Rifkind will try to India a Kashmir brief. both concern-
into signif®a nuclear test ban  ing the two host held for
treaty and seek word on British over a year by rebels,
hostages in Kashmir when he  and the layger question of a po-
ﬂultuMlanaﬂvtmuan litical settlement between India
tour next veek I:anm and Pakistan, which

He will meet administer Kashmir

cal and business I:ndu‘u in Fah—
istan, India and Sri Lanka.

He will try to sfrengthen
worldwide cooperation with
Japan and Mediate the touchy

?ﬁ t two wars over it since

Keith

have

. 34, and Paul
Wells, 25, were seized by the Al-
Faran group last July with two

on Tuesday formally vetoed

a we:pmg Mrican woman and hcr child leave the l:hurch af St Ecmard m Paris on Friday
after riot police stormed the church which 300 African illegal immigrants were eccupying.
The ten hunger strikers havt been taken ta hospital and the lmmlg:rants to a detention cen-

Rifkind's visit to India. which
treaty, derailing tw and h'illf

L T

he will become the first British  Norwegian was m

e pnia” " O August with Al Fargn’ carved
British officials ihe PR

{he nuclear treaty aspect of  there has bees no hard oxdence

still alive, and last week Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir

years of negotiations. Bhutto appealed for their

declined to sa ifhhe lease. s
had a firm treaty a, but Durmllnobju.}veﬂ
said the "treat undoubt- 1o find out the fate of these :
edly be af discussion in fortunate " sald a British
New i because it is some- m "1 t.hﬂl WaS some-
thing that we feel very strongly  thing more we could do”.

infcrease risk of cancer
LONDON: Calcium-channel blockers drugs commonly uséd

to tpeat high blood pressure
risk of cancer. US and Italian
Reuter.

and heart disease, may increase the

dactnrﬂrcpu'tﬁimm says

'Ihcrcucurchpubﬂshedlnthcumﬂwm adds
to growing evidence that the popular drugs may be dangerous to

s0me

and cdlleagues lookeéd at the health records of more than

mandmmme

Dr Marco Pahor of thé University

of Tennessee in
000

af?ﬂtntthmtﬁIEtaluﬁthm.

415h:dbu:n&ﬂg -channel blockers (CCBS),
CCBS were ?ﬂpﬂ'mtmhktgﬂm

cancer. The more of the drugs

they took, the higher

"No association with cancer was found for other cardiovas-
cular medications,” Pahor's group wrote in the Lancet. .
Those cancers that stood out most were cancer of the uterus

and of the lymp
should not stop taking the

h and blood systems. But Pahor said people

drugs.
"The evidence mﬂdedbyﬂﬂaamgleamdyiamtm

to recommend withdrawal of
they wrote, 'Whether calcium-

treatment from current users,
channel blockers truly promote

cancer needs to be confirmed in long-term clinical trials.”

: CCEhelpluwcrblmdpraaaun&andaaseﬂmhuﬂlm
Ifhy stopping calcium from accumulating in the muscle cells of
e

tion. -

heart and blood vessels, calcium is important in cell func-

French police, supporters

of African

PARIS, Aug 24: French riot
police and supporters of
_African

illegal immigranis
mr:lctcd from a Ffaria church.
clashed for a almost two hours

on Friday night after a demon-
“stration held to protest the

crackdown. reports AFP.

Police guarding the deten-
tion centre, used tear-gas after
being pelted with stones and

. other missiles by the demon-

strators who had earlier taken
part in a peaceful march led by

" various leftwing personalities.

Police headquarters said the
demanstrators dispersed
shortly after midnight and that
there were no injuries. .

The clashes erupted when
demonstrators converged on a
detention centre on the wooded
eastern outskirts of the city
where many of the evicted
Africans are being held while
French authorities decide
whether, to deport them.

Meanwhile, the authorities

aliens clash

women “with children’ who
were seized 4n the raid on the

Saint Bernard Church in
‘northern Paris early Friday.

had been released later in the
However the authorities de-
clined to give a precise figure for
those released.

A total of 53 women and 68
children were evicted from the
church, along with 89 men.
They were among seme 300
African illegal aliens who had
occupied the church since the
end of June in an attempt to
obtaimnresidence permits to stay
in France.

Ten of the Africans had been
on a hunger-strike for 50 days.

Informed source saijd earlier
that more than 100 Africans,
most of them Malians would be
deported early on Saturday.

The sources said they would
be flown home aboard military
aircralt “from an aerodrome,
south west of Paris" — probably

Vikaspuri. the sources said. thﬂy-cmma" A aumist, § feetn Vincennes: — AFP/UNB photo said - Friday night that all _from Orleans or Evereux.
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v o bl Gowda comes under fire for meetmg Bal Thackerday | %% Bl

,faund in TWA flight

' . NEW DELHI, Auig 24 Indian = fon- -strong Muslim minority. the demolition of the Babri United Front government. Thackeray family, what about coalition, also claimed Deve 5 .
anzaﬂuw ; YDEK ;»“E m:l Prtmc Minister H D Gowda "I is 4 slap for all the secular  Mosque by Hindu fanatics imn "What is the basis for this the Muali}rrna 1'.lr.rl‘11c'ltF died in Bom- Gowda may have wanted to votes aCtlve[Y
- ga ?I‘B ave discovec ~came under fire Friday after forces that the prime minister . the northern town of Ayodhya meeting? The Shiv Sena is  bay? What about them.” drive a wedge between the BJP WASHINGTON, Aug 24 : Re-
microscopic traces'on | meeting a controversial Hindu chaa:tnm:el a man in Bombay ¢ in December 1992, which known to be virulently anti- The + meeting, however, ahd Shiv Sena. presidential nominee

blic
debris from downed TWA flight minorities and its people are ggh DEE on Friday promised to

advocates violence

militant leader blamed for
a ainat, h{uniima

sparked terrible Hindu-Musli sparked jitters in the main op-

But Surendra Mohan, a

- 800 but do not have evidence to a4 mosque fm.:r years ago - said Syed violence and left arou involved in se many scandals. sition Bharativa Janata actively seek hlark v nd
prove that a bomb caused the Hich: moarhied WF mAlGr fors Bukhart, Deputy Priest  people dead. 4, We are not happy.’ Party (BJP. Indian People's Janata Dal ideologue. ruled out | R nreriaedt Dint Figidbiatie
a tﬂﬂiﬂﬁh the top FBI in- | munal ﬂats reports = of the l‘a"th-‘acntury J ama T o o Sk g S-h * The Communist Party of ln— Party, which sees Thackeray as a marriage with the Shiv Sena. have missed chances to win the
n the case said on | . The country's two main " Masjid Mﬂ-ﬂqw here. i a"‘i" s d e g dia and the Talu a kry ally and is a junior mem- T}F Shiv i‘? a_communal support of Alfrican Americans,
Reuter. | ‘communist parties hit out at . . #It looks to us as if the prime  Were also ¢ arged with Igter  gam party, which are memﬁr bers of the Shiv Sena-led gov-  Party.” he said. "Unless jt drops | " ST0C" o

upon evidence to date, | Deve Gowda for his head-to- 2 er was condoning every-  Slaughtering hundreds of the ryling coalition, also  emnfent in Bombay. its communal ideology there 1s He also ac miss-
i“wﬁ cannot conclude | head with Bal Thackeray, g:lng for which Thackeray has lt.mnc‘:vﬂlaléa h:l Bombay. h criticise Deve +  Thackeray added to the con- Fﬂ point in talking about an al- |, o  hance himself when he
wﬂm tragedy a;u ‘;.he re- | whose Ifundlmcﬂtllutaliat Shiv beﬂnbla:med he said. "ltil‘i-'tl'j’ iy t:::t f;wlg'm“t;;‘l‘::::ﬁ; But the prime minister's Mﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁng a per he :h';fﬁ :131{;?; mtgt::_‘ﬁ'; did not speak at the annual
criminal ames’ | Sena Party rules Bombay. bars of hits party in aides hit back by clai hl:_ was not averse to ditching the et oy e convention of the Natienal As-

Kallstrom, Assistant FBI Direc-

at a medja b
fact that there are

) Janata Dal apukauman 8
Jaipal Reddy refused to tom- -
ment on the meeting, which

A -section of the [?ﬂme min-
ister's own Janata
Party) and a Muslim clerie alna

- met Thackeray to console
following the death of his wife,
a reason immediately dis-

BJP and forming an alliance

with regional parties eurrentl
supporting Deve Gowda's gm?—r
ernment

sociation for the Advancememnt
of Coloured People. y

" We've missed opportunities
as a party [rom thne 1o tme. |

" Bombay on Tuesday.

: t.w, -
| "It is a wrong political

Deve Gowda became prime
minister on Juné 1 at the head

said

mﬁ‘:ﬂ traces is just not | waded in, sa the two-hour took place at the y home ' Deve Gowda took, " missed by the prime minister's of a mino
' . : a rity coalition after
3 mﬂ& - | dinner te on Tuesday of a well-known film actor onn ~ Prakash Karat of the Commu- critics® ' The Congress (I) Party of bringing d-nr:rn & shortlived | missed one by not knewing
ntram said the explaltve would undermine the rullng the prime minister's first visit nist Party of India-Marxist s "This is nonsense.” .said former er PV Nagasimha'  BJP-Shiv Sena government | about the NAACP convention.
traces were of unknown orlﬁa coalition's precarious su ! m'#:fz 5 (CPI-M), one of four leftist par- Bukhari, "If he was se con- Rao, which lends crucial leg- which took power the | and I'm about that." he
and Mdnutﬂlhwatz 1 A -mil-- eray publicly hailed uuwtach:uppoﬂ the premier's cermed about the death in the  (slative support fo the ruling April-May general electigns. | said Friday.

amaong the country's 1
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