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Pakistani leggie Mushtag Ahmed (L) rejoices after capturing Alec Stewart's wicket on Day 1 of The Oval Test against
England on Aug 22.
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his bour and an accom-

lant fans craving for more
news, but both families
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Tendulkar in
Azhar’s good
book

NEW DELHI, Aug 23: Mo-
hammad Azharuddin, who lost
his captaincy of the Indian
cricket team, says his successor
Sachin Tendulkar is the right
man for the job, reports PT1

‘Sachin is like my younger
brother. | really admire the way
he carries himself. He is such a
mice bloke

He has a very good crigket -
g bnun. I hope he carries on

and on," Azharuddin said in an
interview on ESPN's sports
channel.

Bl ool
‘1 have come out well.” he
said
Without his compa-
nymg Sangeeta Bijlani,
Azharuddin said it was "not
very right to blame her for ev-
erything.

“There is net she has
done. | am the person who has
to go and play the game.

“Whatever | have done is of
my own free will." he said
pleading that people should
judge him only as cricketer.

He said his commitment to
Ummgamamw was “to-

CM..CUT’!"H Aug 23: Press
reports of the marriage of
ly with

ished danseuse Donna Roy
s set off you agog with jubi-

. under

Calcutta. Former

unbea-
ten 116 from left-
handed opener
Saeed Anwar put
his side in a stro-

A bl

X : ﬂﬂfﬁmml agai-

nst on the second day

of The Oval Test yesterday.
to BBC.

At stumps, the tourists were
only 97 runs behind of E
land’s first total of :
After the fall of Aamir Sohail
for 46 to debutant off-spinner
Robert Croft with the score
reading 106, Anwar was joined
hy?‘az Ahmed, who is not out

Earlier, middle or-
der bat John Crawley
reached his maiden Test cen-
tury. He went on to make 106.
Waqar Younis grabbed four
wickets giving away 95 runs.

On Thursday, John
Crawley's highest Tesl score
kept Pakistan at bay as
England reached 278 for six.

Cr was unbeaten on 94
at the close after almost four
hours of measured strokeplay.

The 24-year-old Lancashire
batsman., whose previous besl

s in 12 Tests was ?2 £
'i iAustralia in., i1 DB 4

a shaky start
and enjoyed a ndid fourth-
wicket stand of 89 with Graham
Thorpe to lift England to 205
for three at one point in the af-
ternoon.

It took a determined effort
from the Pakistan attack to

the brakes in [ast-scoring
conditions and the final session
yielded a modest 70 runs as
Crawley opted to dig in rather
than accelerate towards a
maiden Test century.

Crawley's first 10 balls
scarcely hinted at a great in-
nings to come. He might have
been out Ibw, caught at slip and
bowled without ying a shot
as Wagar Younis, who had al-
ready removed Michael
Atherton and Nasser Hussain,
strove for another victim.

But Crawley, who attended
the same school as Atherton
and has long been as a
test prospect of similar class,
settled down impressively with

blossomed

duly

Sports Reporter

Thorpe, playing le
Mushtaq Ahmed with an ease
most of his teammates strug-
gled to match.

Three times in the same over
the leg-spinner was struck
clinically through the off-side
and the Lancashire man's 50
required 19 f[ewer deliveries
than Thorpe's 89-ball effort.

spinner

SAEED ANWAR ... 116 n.o

But to England's dismay,
Thorpe. who has now passed
on 20 occasions for England yet
scored only twa centuries, was
adjudged for 54 to seamer
Mohammad Akram. to become
the third player guilty of wast
ing a good start,

Alec Stewart best summed up
his side's -I}‘,htly uneven day.
hitting ours in a fluent 44
unl_i,r to be bowled hitting across
the line at a quicker ball from
Mushtag

Hussain went for |2, -Irfrln#

— AFP/UNB photo

Wagar to second slip, ana
‘England were in danger of
squandering a toss when
the paceman bowled Atherton
behind his legs for 31 with the
score on 116.

It was a brave effort consid-
ering Atherton was struck a
painful blow on the right
shoulder in only the third over

Wasim Akram. who also had
hbrival captain dropped at leg
slip #hen on 15.

The final session honours,
though. were mostly Pakistan's
after Nick Knight, who hoisted
Mushtaq for a six over mid-
wicket. was bowled by the same
bgw]f'l‘ off his pad and arm for
17.

The old ball belatedl an
1o swing for the faster {mbcﬁers
and Wasim, who took nine for
103 in the match when
Pakistan clinched a 2-1 series
victory on Lheir last visit to The
Oval i 1992, surged hack to
remove Chris Lewis [or five,

SCOREBOARD

Scorecard at Lthe end of Eng
land’'s first innings on the sec-
ond day of the third and final
match between England and

P#'ﬂw Qual.an. Friday:

» First innings
lovernight 278- ﬁi
M Atherton b Wagar Younis 31
A Stewart b Mushtagq Ahmed H
N Hussain ¢ Saeed Anwar

I Wagar Younis 12
G Thorpe Ibw

b Mohammad Akram Y |
J Crawley b Wagar Younis 106
N Knight b Mushtaq Ahmed 17
C Lewis b Wasim Akram 5

I Salisbury ¢ Inzamamul Hagq
I Wasim Akram 5

1) Cork ¢ Moin Khan
b Wagar Younis
K Croft not out
A Mullally b Wasiim Akt .un
Extras: (b 12 w1 ulb 109
Total: (99 2 overs) -
Fall ol wickets: |1-64; 2-85
116; 4-205; 5-248; 6-273. 8-284,;

9-

5?'" oM R W
m Akram 2082 9 K 3

Waqgar Younis 2 6 95 4

Mohammad Akram 12 1 4l 1

Mushtag Ahmed 27 5 78 2

Aamir Sohail 6 1 17 0

Aussms steal the show

TORONTO. Aug 23
IL was Australia
day at the two
million dollars
Canadian ) on
Thursday as three
Aussies reached the quarter-
linals with straight-set vic
lornes. reports Reuter
Unseeded Patrick Rafter
recorded the most noteworthy

result as he sixth -seeded

American Malivai Washington

6-2.6-1 in 50 minuies.
Todd who de-

feated Ca:mﬁanﬂmmmur
7-6 (7-2). ?4’5 (7-4), and Mark
Phili a 6-3 6-4 winner
over hdan Ulihrach of the
Czech Republic. also advanced
and will meet in today's quar-
ter-finals.

Third-seeded Wayne Fer-
reira of South Africa defeated
m urﬂliﬂmﬂ{&*

raimn

delay and fifth seeded Thomas

Engvist of Sweden won his

third-round match. eliminat-

ing Petr Korda of the Czech Re-
6-3.6-4

after winning matches on -

Thursday. Martin overcame
Cedric Pioline of France 2-6. 6-
2, 6-4 and O'Brien beat Mikael
Tillstrom of Sweden 6-3, 2-6. 6-

Rafter missed 10 weeks after
wrist surgery earlier this year
and the time away from tennis

has given him a new
tive. g

"Belore when | was o tour, |
always felt | had (o be in bed by
930 or 10 o'clock and | had to he
up at a certain ume " Rafter
said. "Now | can go to bed al
nudnight or wake up al seven in
the morning. | just don't have as
many set routines and it's made
me a happier person.”

Martin was pleased with his
victory over Pioline, his first in
five meeting with the 11th
ranked Frenchman "lt's always
difficult to win a match when
you lose the [irst set, especially
against someone you have
never beaten,” he said

'l got more essive in the
second and third sets and the

wind up and that also af-
bersd gy gt o ungl

initely went off a Ifttle bit.”

The 2B6-year-old O Brien
who won the ATP Tour stop in
New Haven last week has now
won I8 of his last 20 maiches
dating back to gqualifying
rounds in Los les in late
July. He ranks 7 after being

four weeks ago

"l feel I'm hitting the ball
well even though I'm havin
more mental letdowns 1&1311%

Medvedeve in
Hamlet gtrs

COMMACK, New York. Aug
23 : Fifth seeded Ukrainian An-
drei Medvedeve, for a
better tennis r reached
the quarter finals of the Hamlet
Cup with a 6-3. 6-2 victory over
Jan Kroslak of Slovakia Thu:
rsday, reporis Reuter.

Thomas Johansson of Swe-
den. Adrian Voinea of Romania
and American Jenathan Stark.
three unseeded players. also
reached the quarter gﬂalﬁ

Johansson beat Fernon Wi-
bier of the Netherlands 6 3 6 3
Wibier. whe injured
Yevgeny Kaf of Russia.
never threatened Johannson s
service in the 64-minute match.

did last week." O'Brien said
But I'm stll competing well.”

Still marveling at an excit
ing 64 -stroke rally he won in
the last game of his second-
round maitch against Javier
Sanchez ol Spain on Tuesday,
Engvist joked, “Today againsl
Petr there were about strokes
in the whole match. It was
mostly short peoints . ”

upbeat

COLOMBO, Aug
Zimbabwean cricketers, Irelh
from a two-month training
camp, are capable of sing
their formidable rivals in the
four-nation Singer World

Series bﬁlnnmg here Monday,

"Wi: have a good side,”
23-year-old ski Alistair
Campbell said on Friday.

e team has put up a lot of
hard wnrk after a disappointing
season and inducted some new
faces, said Campbell who will
be captaining hia side for the
first time in a major tourna-
ment,

Zimbabwe will take on
Australia on Monday in the

ning match of the two-week
championship. World cham-
pion Sri and India are
the other contenders for the ti-
tle.

"Captaining a side for the
first time against three top
cricket :]:El] myin]% nations is going
tobe a task,” he ;

Campbell was all praise for

22-year-old off-spinner Andrew
Whittal, who is m his one-
day debut after ca ng the

Cambridge University team,
and Craig Wishart, 22, an all-
rounder,

Zimbabwe will miss Dave
Houghton, but the team has
Andy Flower, Heath Streak and
Paul Strang for the battle
ahead.

"However, cricket is a team
game and we have done a lot of
work as a team and are working
very hard.” he said.

Pollock bids
English county

circuit bye

JOHANNESBURG, Aug 23:
Warwickshire all-rounder
Shaun Pollock is to return to
his native South Africa for an
operation on his left ankle and
will miss the remainder of the
English county championship
season, Reuter.

Pollock, 23, will fly back to
South Africa on Tuesday after
Warwickshire's county match
against Worcstershire.

United Cricket Board of
South Africa man director
Ali Bacher said Pollock would

probably need two months to
recover.

"He will definitely miss the
South African team's short tour
to Kenya in September and the

early part of the tour of India in .

October.” said Bacher.

"But if everything S ac-
ct::u‘::llnE| to plan then he could
make his comeback in Natal's
lour-day game against Borde in
early November and the fly to
India in time for the three
Tests."

Martinez
“reaches
semis

CARLSBAD, California, Au

2 3 5 thendia champion an

chita Martinez
of Spain beat Nathalie Tauziat
of France 6-3, 6-4 Thursday to
advance to the semifinals of the
450.000 dollars Toshiba classic,
reports Reuter.

‘1 played well almost the
whole match.” said Martinez,
the 1994 Wimbledon cham
"I felt pretty confident out
nu I'm prtttr happy with the

I

f{d‘ lnmd Gabriela Sabatini
of Argentina turned back Swe-
den's Asa Carlesson 6-1. 7-5
while Katarina Studenikova
surprised Slovakian :
triot and sixth seed Karin
sudova 7-6 (7-4), 6-2,
a quarter-final clash with
seeded Arantxa Slnchc:.
cario of Spain.

Martinez., ranked third in
the world, was In control
thr t the one hour, 17
minute baseline battle, relying
on her at-
tack to defeat -ranked
opponent for the seventh time

in nine career meetings.

"l was much more essive
than the other match.” said
Martinez, referring to a three-
sel tussle against Naoko Sawa-
matsu. “She likes to come to the
net, so | was tr}rinlg to move her

o

around with m rehand and
keep it deep. It worked quite
will today.”

COLOMBO. Aug
23: Heavy rains
on Friday ended a
six-month drou-
ght in Sri Lanka,

L e ) bringing relief to

farmers but leaving thousands
of cricket fans rueing their
luck, report agencies.

The torried downpour
drenched the venue of
Saturday's charity match be-
tween World Cup champions Sri
Lanka and a World Xl, which

recedes the four-nation Singer
imited overs tournament start-
ing on Monday.

As rain continued to lash
Colombo through the day, tour-
nament organisers and the
cricketers joined the fans in

| wondering whether they will get

much play over the next two
weeks. .

Australia, making their first
tour of the island since boy-
cotting their World Cup tie here
in March for security reasons,
Elay India, Zimbabwe and the

osts in the 500,000 dollar
tournament which runs till
September 7.

"I know the rain is good for
the country, but it came at the
wrong time," a spokesman for
the sponsors said. "Hope we get
some cricket in.”

Ground staff at the water-

police commandos
the ground when
opened their short tour of Sri
Lanka with a five run win over
the country's youth team on
Thursday,

gged Premadasa Stadium, the
\rcnu-: of Saturday's fixture and
four tournament matches, said
repair work could start only

when the rain Etﬂpptd

Squeaky win for
Aussies
COLOMBO, Aug 23: Armed

Hatrullcd
ustralia

reports Reuter.
Australia, have been
promised the presence of com-
mandos, sniffer dogs and plain
clothes policemen to ensure the
tournament is trouble-free.
Australia, batting first in

Thursday's warm up match.
scored 251 for seven from their
50 overs.

Ricky Ponting led the way
with 100 off 119 balls with two
sixes and nine fours before re-

tiri Tl%
e youth side replied with
246 for seven.

Australian coach Geoff
Marsh said he was impressed
with the competitiveness of the
opposition.

"We were made to sweat to
win,” he said.

The Dhaily Lf'm:r 11

SL-World XI tie in doubt

"If it sta ul]ket.lul.lhnt
think we can have any play on
Saturday and prnhahl a few
days after that.," adnﬂtted Sri
Lankan manager Duleep
Mendis.

"It's a pity because the play-
ers and everyone else 1 know
were looking forward to the
cricket.”

An area just north of the
capital received some 200 mil-
limetres (eight inches) of rain
overnight.

The inclement weather
would hardly have uurlprlaed
the Australian and Indian
teams. who experienced similar
conditions when the inaugural
four-nations cup was held in
September 1994,

That year, the showpiece
game between arch-rivals India
and Pakistan had to be aban-
doned without a ball being
bowled and the final between
eventual winners India and Sri
Lanka was reduced to 25-over-
a-side,

But this time around this
year, organisers have ear-
marked a reserve day for each
of the eight matches.

International cricket in Sri
Lanka is confined to July,
August and September since it
is either too hot or too wet at
other times,

‘Shiela O'Neal of the United States exults after
her 200m race in the Paralympic Games in Atlanta on Au-

gust 22.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW YORK, ﬁug
23 (Reuter) :
of hmeﬂcana —

one seeking to av-
oid a rare Grand

Y y

Slam shutout, an-
other aiming to end a seven-
year major title drought, and a
third basking in the golden
glow of Olympic glory — a T
poised for a strong run at the US

open title.

But after a Wimbledon fort-
night that seemed to have been
planned by Lewis Carroll and
the mad hatter — a Richard

Krajicek Malivai Washington
final? — anything is possible

PETE sm PRAS

£ {ln%jl,h; tuugl;ttsl two w.g:eka :

 last we:k ‘irlfiimapui U}'uf

World number one Pete

Sampras. third-ranked Mi-
chae l:'mi and Olympic ch-
ampion Agassi all take

sumimner hardc:nurt titles into

the Open.

With Goran Ivanisevic's his-
tory of New York mi and
Thomas Muster's lack of hard-
court success, Dutchman Kra-
jicek, who picked off Sampras
en route to his historic -
hll:dsnn win, may be the one
yer with the confidence to

an American from cla-
the national title — and

iming
he's Elk'.king Sampras.
"Sampras Is still the

favourite, he's on a different
level,” said Krajicek, who had
W little Grand Slam joy

ore this year's topsy-turvy
Wimbledon.

"l remember last year, he
had a terrible summer coming
into the Open and he just came
here an won. He hasn't won a
Grand Slam title this year so .
| think he will be very eager."

Despite a rocky year marked
by injury and tragedy, Sampras
remains the best tennis pla {:I‘
in the m:rrld when on top of

his fourth
u{lt of the decade.

Sampras set a remarkable

E'H!p

pace for-himself in grabbing
two of the four major titles in
each of the past three
But thls year he lost to
Australian Mark Philappoussis
in third round of the Australian
fell to eventual champion
Yevﬁcn}r Kafelnikov of Russia
inn the semifinals of the French
and had his three vyear
Wimbledon reign halteJ
Krajicek in the quarter ﬂnais
ampras missed the
Delﬁrmpics due to injury, but fi-
nally appeared to emerge from
the emotional black cloud
caused by the tragic death of
close friend and mentor Tim

MICHAEL CHANG

Gull

nament.

That win could signal
Sampras is back on course in
his quest to equal his idol Rod
Laver's total of 11 major singles
titles by scooping up career
number eight.

The first of his generation ol
American players to make a
Grand Slam breakthrough at
17, 1989 French Open winner
Chang is stlll waiting for his
second major title.

But Chan é is finally knock-
ing at the Grand Slam door
again After finishing runner-
up at last year's French Open
and this year's Australian,
Chang comes into the US Open

as the hottest player on the ATP
Tour.

Ranked a career- third
in the world and second
at the open, Chang won in
Washington and Los Angeles
and was runner-up in
Cincinnati to take a 14-1 sum-
mer hardcourt record into this
week's Hamlet Cup.

"l like to play in New York.
The US Open surface suits me
even though I've not been able to
crack through. However, every
year is a new year." said Chang,
who has fallen to the eventual

Three men in same boat

L%&Iﬂpiﬂl’l at four of the last five
U :

Agassi's career appeared to
be in freefall earlier this year
with a slew of early exits, in-
cluding a second-round loss at
the French Open and a first-
round departure from upset-
mad Wimbledon.

But the 1994 US Open cham-
pion and 1995 runner-up fi-

all?_a. appears to have his bald-
in back on str t.
assi, who also has
Wimbledon and Australian
Open crowns on his resume,
turned his year around with a
gold medal performance in

ANDRE AGASSI

“Atlanta thatmm:
greatest acco : Hmt I've

ever had in the ;
He cemented his return to
form by beating red-hot Chang
in the Cincinnati final and fur-
ther fine turned his New York.

Attitude by dumg a John
McEnroe impression in %etting

tossed out of Indianapelis for
an extremely audible
Unless jicek can some-

how pull off his second succes-
sive major title coup, this will
almost sure the first
ear since 1991 that the Grand
lams go to four different play-
ers.

Australian Open winner
Boris Becker p out with a
wrist injury and Kafelnikov is
nursing sore ribs that could
hamper his strokes and move-
ment.

One

E:actfu]

player known for his
uid movement will
the farewell appear-

ance ul‘ a most di ished
Grand Slam career at 1996
Tﬁirtff:ar*nld Stefan

Edberg has decided to call it a
day and while the 1991 and
1992 champion is no longer
considered a legitimate con-
tender, the classy Swede re-
mains a fan-favourite.

USTA eats humble pie

NEW YORK, Aug
23: Despite the
unprecedented
embarrassment
ol having to re-do
Lthe entire men 's
singles draw for the US n,
tournainent officials may have
gotten what they wanted all
along — a possibly Pele
Sampras-Andre Agassi final,
reports leuter.

Bowling to pressure and
harsh criticism from irate
players on the ATP Tou:, and
worried about the perception
that the draw could have been
manipulated to help popular
American players, the US
Tennis Association on
Thursday erased Wednesday's
mtnu draw and did it all over

reannded mostly to the
¢ listened to them

esponded.” said

UBTA nldent and tourma-
ment ¢ Les Snyder.

The USTA was within the

rules in from the ATP

Tour r in choosing the

16 seeded men, and in the re-
vised draw still did not bow to
rre-ur: to stick to the rank-

Bul ng the 112 non-
seeded s in their slots be-
fore annou the 16 seeds
Wednesday, the tournament left
itselfl to char of cheat-
ing, h came from outspo-
ken world number two Thomas

Muster and an outraged Andrei
Medvedev

"They abused the rules. It
mldhellktﬁ.nnlllnn\th-n
basketball or NHL sald

' mpllrm

the
draw was re-done.

Muster. who along with
French Open champion
Yevgeny Kafelnikov was seeded
below his ranking, also charged
that the eighth-ranked Agassi
was seeded sixth so he could not
run into Sampras as early as
the quarter-finals.

The original draw put Agassi
on a semifinal collision course
with the world number one, but
the new draw should make CBS
television and tournament offi-
cials even happier with the pos-
sibility of a rematch of the two
mm] can superstars in the fi-
na

Sampras now begins defence
of his title against Romanian
Adrian Voinea. which is good
news for Czech David Rikl, the
top seed's original first-round
victim.

Sampras still has fourth-
ranked Kafelnikov in his quar-
ter of the draw. But a likely
third-round Grand Slam rubber
match with recent nemesis
Mark Philippoussis. who beat
Sampras at the Australian
arcn and lost te him at
imbledon. will have to wait

Millns Boland
bound

CAPE TOWN, Aug 23: South
Alfrican ncial side Boland
said on Thursday they had
signed Leicestershire fast
bowler David Millns on a one-
year contract, Reuter.

Milins, who toured Aus-
Iirﬂ-ﬂ"ﬂ.fﬂ:th England A in
land all-rounder Fhllllptglt
Freitas as Boland's overscas
professional

until the fourth round.

Agassi, the 1994 champion
who may now have second seed
Michael Chang in his semifinal
future. opens against
Colombian Mauricio Hadad,
while Chang gets a qualifier in
Round One.

Third seed Muster looks to
be one of the winners of the re-
vised draw. Instead of t on
accomplished hard court player
Richey Reneberg In the first
round. the Austrian clay court
star faces another clay special-
ist in Argentine Javier Frana.

Muster is now drawn for a
likely fourth-round meeting
with 13th-seeded Swede
Thomas Engvist before a
sible quarter-final agains
Agassi, who now  has

imbledon runner-up Malivai'
Washington, seeded 11th, in his

th.
- But for reti Swedish star
Stefan Edberg, if he didn't have
bad luck, he wouldn't hm any
" The popular Swede.
ar

his n"ndpup;l.m finale, hl::;ylill:
misfortune to draw eighth seed
Jim Courier as hll original
first-round

ﬂhenlunu:dchumnl



