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Fuel stolen
from train

From Our Correspondent

JAIBANDHA, Aug23: A gang

of fuel lifters took away 75 gal
lons of HSD-oil from a locomo-
tive owerpowering ils loco-
master al Bonarpara ratlway
station lasl week.

According to railway source
a Bonarpara bound goods train
originated from FParbhalipur
junction when reached its des-
tination al Bonarpara stalion
on August 15 a gang ol fuel
lifters  lirst
loco-inaster Abdul Kader and
asked hini to sup
from fuel tank o
No. 2410. The master refused.

At this the angry miscreants

tied the driver with a rope and
took away 75 gallons of fuel
from the tank.

The victim however sought
help of railway police but no-
body came to his help. Protest-

ing the incident the loco-master

association decided to stop mo-
vement of goods train. Foreman
of the Bonarpara loco-shed
filed a complaint with Lalm-
onirhat railway control office.
The movement of goods
train still remain suspended in
different railway stations.

Journalist dies
of heart attack
in Rajshahir

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Aug 23: Emi-

nent journalist and cultural ac-
Makhon

tivist Saiful Islam

died of sudden heart attack

Wednesday mornin
Makhon. 40. fell sick Tues-

day afternoon with chest pain

_ >d into the
care umnit {CCV) of Ra-

and was admitted
coronary
jshahi Medical College Hos-

pital. He was suffering from
Infarction. a

Myocardial
deadly disease of heart. He ex-
hisdast breath at 5:30 am
Wedne~day.
. -Saiful Tslam Makhon was
the general secretary of Raj-
shahi City Press Club. country
page editor of the national
daily The Dainik Barta pub-
lished from Rajshahi.
of Jatiatabadi Samajik-Sangs-
kritik Sangstha, Rajshahi
district unit. chairman of

Rajshahi Land Mortgage Bank

and guest producer of play in
Radio adesh Rajshahi.
He left behind his widow, a

daughter and a minor son:

Highway robbers

caught red-handed

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Aug 23: Police
and BDR personnel in joint
drive foiled a highway dacoity
at S j on Gobindaganj-
Dinajpur Hi dy They ar-
res six alleged miscreants

and recovered arms and ammu- |

nition from their possession

recently.
g to police, a ol

b armed dacoils on the
road side at Shahebganj en
Gobindagnaj-Dinajpur high-
way s passenger buses
and snatched away t sands
of cash from the passeng
being informed local thana and
BDR camp a joint force encoun-
tered the areas and caught red-
handed six persons (rom the
spot and recovered one shutter

, one country made gumn,
t rounds of 303 bullets,
three rounds of cartridges, four

and a tree cutting saw
case was filed with Gob

indagnaj Thana.

Decomposed body
recovered IR

Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Aug23: Police re-
covered the decomposed body of
a young man from North Mand-
lapara area ol Lalpur thana of
the district

On imformation. Lalpur po-
lice led by S| Matiur Rahman
rushed to the spot and found the
body in front of Lusar Alis
house.

The body was semt lpor au-
topsy. Signs of injury by lethal
wrapon have been seen at dif-
ferent pamts of the body. police
saul.
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135 cases started; 122 accused held

PABNA, Aug 23: The Nar-
cotics Directorate of Pabna has
instituted in total 135 specific
cases in dilferent thanas ol
Pabna district against as many
as 122 accused persons lrom
whoin contraband drugs of huge

uantity were recovered during
the first six months of this
year.

" The above was disclosed by
Mohammad Sadeque, Deputy
Director, Directorate of Nar-
cotics Control. Pabna, while
talking to The Daily Star on
Tuesday giving details of the
contraband items recovered by
them with the help of Pabna
police, the Deputy Director dis-
closed that during'the period,
6,782 bottles of phensidyl, a
drug now banned in the country,

29 grams; ganza — 5kg and 300

rams; ganza plants 417,
nreiﬁn liguor — 31 bottles,
rectified spirit — 285 litres;
cholai (steam condensed from
boiled rice) liquor — 792 litres:
denatured spirit — five litres
and taree (fermented fruit juice)
— 1277 litres.

Of the above cases, the
Deputy Director stated that four
cases were filed against seven
accused persons for possessing
or selling phensidyl. 14 cases
against 44 accused persons in
connection with heroin, four

sons in connection with
and ganza plants, three cases in

foreign liquors. two cases
against two accused persons
against the recovery of rectified
spirit, 22 specific cases against
22 persons for possessing coun-
try-made wine, one case against
one accused person for possess-
ing denatured spirit and 18
for ssing taree.

cases were either under
investigation or pending before
different courts for trial, he
said.

The Deputy Director in
course of the interview said that
in Pabna town and its sur-
rounding areas yo s and
girls age between 14 and 30
years gronps have become
alarmingly addicted 1o various

e

used as cough reliever, heroin —

cases against 28 accused per- .

connection with the recovery of

more cases against 18 persons”’

From Our Correspondent

contraband drugs. Throupgh the
North Bengal Highways. a large
number of such young men and
women have also become en-
gaged in the smuggling of such
contrabands from India. They
have been using passenger
coaches and various other vehi-
cles. The Deputy Director, how-
ever, stated that his directorate
and the police frequently con-
ducted raids most of which were
successful. They also arrested
ersons involved in drug-traf-
icking which have already
reached an alarming dimension
as underground powerful men
back such illegal crimes. "We
are trying utmost of find out the
‘god-fathers ' too, he said.

The Deputy Director then
narrated the story of some suc-
cessful raids.

Towards the end of last June,
the officials of his directorate
and a strong police contingent,
conducted sudden raid in the
Ananta Bazar of Pabna town.
They arrested on suspicion,
nine youths and after searchin
their bodies. packets (purias) o
heroin were recovered from
each of them. In total, 4 grams
of heroin were recovered [rom

them, they were all arrested and

forwarded to the court. The were

all in Pabna jail. 2 _
The next day at about 10 am

" the same contingent raided a

Dhaka-bound day coach (No:
Pabna-BA-02-0003), searched
the same and recovered 400
bottles of phensydit from four
bags kept on the roof of the
coach. No one was arrested.
Earlier. the Directorate and
Pabna. after conducting a com-
bined raid at different places of
Pabna town., recovered five
cases of contraband drugs —
three of which contained
heroin while two others con-
tained 300 bottles of Indian
hensidyl. Five persons have
accused — three of whom
were arrested and two others
were absconding.
On July 9, 1996, acting upon
a secret information, another

joint raid was conducted over

day coach named, "Khaled" and
recovered 190 bottles of phen-
sidyl from the roof but in ab-

sence of v o olameng. none

could be arrested.

On the same day, after con-
ducting a raid in his house in
Atua Housepara of Sadhupara
within Pabna town. one Abdul
Halim Sheikh, son of late
Kobad Ali Sheikh, a notorious
heroin trader was arrested fol-
lowing recovery of three grams
ol heroin weighing machine
(Nikti) from his house.

The same day, yet another
raid was conducted in the house
of one Musammat Rubv Kha-
toon, wife of Yunus Sheikh and
200 grams of heroin were recov-
ered. But the woman was not
found and hence she could not
be arrested azcret. A case was,
{:uwevtr. lodged in this connec-

on, '

In yet another case, a con-
tingent led by the Dy Director
intercepted a night-coach near
Rajapur, three miles off Pabna,
searched the same and recov-
ered 260 bottles of phensidyl
from inside a box and on suspi-
cion arrested two women,
Musammat Ambia Begum, 35,
and Musammat Golbahar 45. A
case has been started in this
connection.

In another raid. conducted
for long six hours from 8 am at
different places of Pabna town,
10 grams of heroin were recov-
ered. Sixteen accused persons,
namely, Md Ektar Hossain,
Saiful Alam, Abdur Rashid,
Banesar Ali, Amzad Hossain,
Md Siddigue, Md Bachchu
Sheikh, Md Moksed All, Mira-

jul, Sonai, Pitloo, Abdul Malek,

Madhunath, Rikat Ali, Edris
Ali Sheikh and Sabur, Malitha
were arrested. Cases were also
instituted against them.

Another team, after conduct-

ing a raid a Dhaka-bound pas-
senger coach near Edward Col-

e. Pabna. recovered 840 bot-
ﬁ of Indian phensidyl with no
cl

1ant.

In yet-another raid. the Nar-
cotics Control Directorate and
Pabna police jointly
cepted a Dhaka bound night
coach, searched the same and
recovered 300 bottles of phen-
siddy]l but none claimed the own-
ersfing
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posses~ing heroin

PABNA: Nine persons were recently arrested inoa sudden

ratd who were accused of
— Star photo

inter-

Housewife

drowns

From Our Correspondent
. KISHOREGAN.J, Aug 23: A
oung housewlile drowned In a
ake near the house of the vic
tim at village Osmanpur in Ba
jitpur thana recently.

Police sources said. Manasa
Rani Saha, 18, wile of Debal
Chandra Saha was missin
since the evening of the day o
incident and her body was re-
covered from the lake in the
midnight. Family sources said,
victim Manasa was suffering
from hysienna The dead body

was sent 1o the morgue ol
Kishoregan) sadar hospital

Two alleged
terrorists held

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Aug 23: Two al
leged terrorisis have been ar
rested by the Kolwall police
here recently

Acting on a tip off, the Kot
wali police led Officer-in-
Charge K M Habibur Rahman
ralded an area of Natore
pourashava and rounded up Nur
Mohammad f[rom Bargacha
arca and Amjad Hossain from
Kathalbaria area

A number of cases have been
registered against them. The
alleged were sent 1o jall custody

e One killed
in snake bite

From Our Correspundent
KISHOREGAN] Ay 248 An
employee of health department
died of snake bite at vilage
zalrabad in Kariman) thana on
August 12 right, it wasa
reported
Md Lokman. 42. health
assistant ol Zalrabad union
went lo a rearby beel “for
caleching lish where he was
billedd by a potsonous snake. He
then retirned home and slept
without taking any tretment
Alter sometlime. his conditin
deteriorated and died wswhile
heing taken 1o the hospatal
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COMMON SCENE: Traific jam at the hea

¢t of the Jhenidah town. Vehicles remain stranded in the busy town

streets for many hours often caused by the inter-district buses passing through the town. Thére is no terminal for the

inter-district buses which regularly make stoppage on the main road side near

Jhenidah town

the Chuadanga bus stoppage in

— Star photo by Delwar Kabir
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Huge quantity of contraband |
drugs recovered

Erosion leaves
32,000 families
homeless during

last five years

MADARIPUR, - 23: About
32,000 families of Madaripur
and Shariatpur disfricts have
been rendered homeless by
river erosion during the last few
years, reports UNB. :

The rivers Arial Khan and
the Padma engulfed several
unions including Kathalbari,
Bandorkhola, Dattapara and
Banskandi unions rendering
15,000 families homeless dur-
ing the od. - _

Another 16,000 families in
Shariatpur district have been

-rendered homeless during the

last five years. -

Hundreds of acres of land of
Kachikata arld Tarabunia
unions of Bhederganj Thana,
Palerchar, Kunderchar, Jangira
unions of Jangira thana were
also eroded by the Padma.

It also engulfed all the cul-
tivable land and dwelling
houses of Nayapara and Chha-
ira Union under Nama Thana
of the district.

In Madaripur. district, the
erosion by the Kumar rendered
homeless 100 families in Rajoir
thana and over 1,000 families
in Kalkini thana.

Local people expressed con-’
cern that government did not
take any initiative to remabili-
tate the homeless familigs who
were passing their days in
helpless condition.

A medical Centre
badly needed
at Benapole

SATKHIRA, Aug 23: There is
a growing demand for a hospi-
taﬁr medical centre in the Be-
napole bordering area which
earns about Tk 500 crores of
revenue every year, reports
UNB. _

Local leaders said the land

port rightly deserved a modern
medical centre and fire service
station. .

Serious patients have to go
as far as Jessore for urgent
treatment "while some of them
die on the way.

Body recovered
in Kishoreganj

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 2.3: Po-
lice recovered the body of
Ramzan Ali, 30, of village
Dipeshwar in Hossainpur
thana Monday and sent to the
morgue of sadar hospital for au-

P e

body which bore some
marks around the neck was
found afloat in the Brahmapu-
tra river near Sahebpur Char,
three kilometres away from his
house. eye witnesses and police
said. Family sources informed.
Ramzan went to Sahebpur Char
Village on Sunday merning for
collecting money from someone
to whom he earlier gave loans
on profit . He remained un-
traced since then. ]

Wrong set of
question papers
supplied: victims
demand
Investigation

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGONJ. Aug
23: The future of 67 examinees
of Krisna Gobindapur college
centre has become uncertain
as they were mistakenly sup-
plied with 'B' set of question
papers instead of the set A" al
the Bi 2nd paper exami
nation held recently

It is learnt, Biology 2nd pa-
per examination was held sup-
plying question ‘A set while
the examinees of Krisna Gob-
indapur college centre were by
mistake supplied the 'B' set

uestion s. It was alleged
that the mistake occurred due
to the negligence of the centre
authority and the treasurer
who gave delivery of the ques-
tion paper. Bul the direction
ahbout which set would be sup-
plied was given in a letter pr::-
scrved Iin an another box
which was a must to and
read the instruction. vic-
tims demand pro investiga-
tion and exemplary punish-
ment to all concerned.

Dacoity committed
in Magura, two
arrested
From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Aug23: A dacoily
was Committed in the house of
A Razzak Molla at willage
Chakbhada in Magura 5Sadar
thana of the district recently
police sources said.

It was reported that a gang of
dacoits entered the house al
about 11:30 pm and looted away
TV. VEP. watch, gold-orna-
ments and Valuables worth
about Taka 2 lakh 40 thousand.

A case was lodged with
Magura.Sadar thana and police

arrested Mihir, 35, and Motiar,
30. in this connection.

BNP general
secretary quits

in Pabna

PABNA. Aug 23: Advocate
Sh All. the district unit
general sécretary of BNP, quit
th;dnny on Thursday. reports
U -

In hjs resignation letler,
Shahjahan Ali alleged that
BNP not recognise his con-
tribution.

When contacted district BNP

Mirja Azizur Rahman

confirmed his resignation.
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AGRI-VARSITY (Mymensingh) :

Japanese researcher

and Assistant Protessor Dr

Nobumichi Kobayashi of Sapporo Medical University of Japan working at the Department
of Medicine Faculty of Veterinary Science Laboratory of the Bangladesh Agriculture
University (BAU) to develop recent techniques for rotavirus antigens characterization
during his visit in Bangladesh.

— BAU photo
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406 posts ]yihg vacant

Family planning programme
in N-dists faces set back

NATORE, Aug 23 » The fam-
ily planning programme in the
northern districts is being
hampered as 406 posts at the
faml?i planning directorate
have been lying vaccant for a

long time.

cocrding to official sour-
ces, of the total s, 110 posts.
of officers and 296 posts of

other employees remained va-
ccant.

The sourcers also said, three
posts of deputy directors in Ra-
Fhahi. Chapainawabganj and

abna are vaccant out ol the
total 13 ts in the division.
, Onit of 16 posts of ssistant di-

reclors. six posts in different

From Our Correspondent

districts have been lying vac-
cant.

Besides, the posts of medical
officers have not been created
in many npew districts, a reli-
able source said. At present,
there are ony eight posts of
medical officers in 16 districts,
of which two posts are lying
vaccant.

In thana-level. some 53 posts
of medical officers and 11 posts
of thana family planning offi-
cer among the total 124 posts
have been remaining vaccant.

Moreover. posts of three as-
sistant thana family planning
ollicers are yet to be filled up.

On the other hand, a total of
73 posts of health visitors and
213 posts of family welfare as-
sistants remained vaccant in
the division. -

During the last 12 months, a
total of 32, 76. 889 methods of
family Elarmlné have been ac-
cepted 50.36.,247 fertile cou-
ples in the division.

The percentage of the users
fo family planning materials
was 65.07 which was 2.35 per
cent higher than the previous
year.

But some people alelged that
many family planning materi-
als are being sold in blanck-
markets.
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NATORE: Partial view of some of the illegal :irms
voluntarily surrendered recently.

— Star photo

8 out of 11 plants out of order

Alarming loadshedding in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 23 : Constant
power dislocation in Khulna
zone has already taken an
alarming turn as eight out of
eleven units of Goalpara power
plant have been inoperative
since last two months. The gen-
erating of three units have
recorded sharp decline in power
generation. As a reasult, load-
shedding is causing colossal
damage to industrial produc-
tion,

Every day Khulna zone
records 100 megawat of load-
shadding, said PDB soruce here.

I'he source further said that

inoperative wupts ol the plant
were enough 1o meet the need
for domestic consumption. but
due to non availability ol nec-
essary bund. the damaged units
could not be repaired. At pre-
sent, only twenty megawat of
poOwer is being produced every-
day brom the lone Barge
Mounted power plant.

Khulna zone needs t least
285 megawatl power everyday
but it gets only 75 mwt in total.
About 120 mwt is being suplied
from the national grid, said
PDB source.

Disruption 1n pest control schemes

466 spray machines
remain out of order

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 23: A
huge number of spray-machines
have been lying out of order i1
the godowns of agriculture
offices at district and different
thana headquarters for h:zm.;ei
This has been causing much
difficulties to the farmers i
spraying insecticides when

their crop-fields come under

severe pest-attack, it is alleged
According to an official
source. there are in total 466
spray-machines which have
gone out of order in the district
These include 346 harfd-drivern
and the rest 120 power-driven
The break-up of the damaged

spray-machines is as tollows
2004 are 1n the godown ot distnel
agriculture otfice, 191 Karhm
ganj 29 in Kuliarchar, 20 n
Hossainpur. 13 in Tarail. 4 1n
Fakundia. 40 in Katiadi. 19 in
Bhairab. 3% in Nikh, 34 i1 Ba-

jtpur. 20 in htna and 26 in
Austagram thana olhces, bome
of them have gone out of orcder

dide to non availability of

spare-paris while others have

heen damaged totally Besides: a

total of 224 hand driven and 49

FUWH driven spray machines
yought by different thana
parishads have also been Ilying

oul of order in the distnet

Frequent traffic
congestion: at
Noakhali town

NOAKHALI, Aug 23: Traffic
jam in Chaumahani area of the
district town has become a regu-
lar phenomenon hamperin
transportation of people as well
as of goods and services, reports
UNB.

People ot the district have
demanded immediate construc-
tion of a bypass road to put such
congestion problem to an end,

Chaumahani is the district's
busiest and most important
commercial centre with trade
and business connecting with
the other commercial centres of
the greater regdion:

Body of a minor
boy recovered

in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA. Aug 23: The

body of a minor boy was recov-
ered from a pond of village Kha-
jrahat under Shyamnagar
thana of the district recently.

According to police sources,
the body of the victim, Kazal, 8,
son of Abdus Rashid of village
Khajrahat under Shyamnagar
thana of the district was recov-
ered from inside a gunny bag
floating in a pond of the same
village,

Kazal was reported missing
from August 18 noon. The body
was sent for autopsy. police
sources informed adding the
incident may have been mur-
der but the motivation behind
it 1= not known.

Flood situation
in Manikganj
deteriorates

MANIKGANJ. Aug 23. Flood
situation 1n  the district
deteriorated today with the wa-
ter level in the Jamuna crossing
the danger level by 9 em. reports
LINB

Erosion of the river con-
tinued unabated devouring 23
thousand acres of crop land in

22 villages ol Harirampur.
Shihalava and Daulatpur
thanas, Nesarganj union of

Harirampur has been totally
washed away
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¢ Eromion of Dosh

from Poyestin char village under sadar thana

ani river sull continues The picture was recently taken
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