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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing a luncheon mecting organised by the Amencan-

—

Bangladesh Economic Forum at a city hotel yesterday.

Foreign investment

From page |
company taxes at margin; and
the negative image created by
the previous government.

She also said that small
markets, difficult business en-
vironment and low rates of re-
turn had all contributed to the
low rate of foreign investment.

- Making a call for change. the

Prime Minister said, "Let the
world understand that
Bangladesh intends to join the
world as a serious and respon-
sible partner.”

She said that her govern-
ment's target is to create mil-
lions of jobs and billions of dol-
lars in foreign investment. I
am confident that we can reach
these goals,” she added. The
Prime Minister announced a set
of six steps to develop a more
vibrant stock market and at-
tract a large inflow of foreign

rtfolio investment in the cap-
tal market.

The Prime Minister said
that her government would
move to a system ol allowing ei-
ther underwriting with guaran-
teed price or auctioning 1o en-
sure Lhat the company gains
full benetfit from the issue in
order. She noted that her gov-
ernment eliminated the lock-in
period for foreign investors.

Referring to the elimination
of capital gains taxes on stock
© sales and on bonus shares, she
added that her government
wanted to both widen and
deepen the capital market
through legislation and admin-
istrative encouragement.

She pointed out that her gov-
ernment has already reduced
tax on cash dividends for listed
companies.

Announcing her pgovern-
ment's intention to allow pri-
vately operated mutual funds.
Sheikh Hasina said. "l am ask-
ing the Securities and Exchange
Commission to have new regu-
lations in place, in nol more
than three months". She also
asked the Investment Corpora-
tion of Bangladesh to conduct
transaction at the floors of the
slock exchanges.

She said that her govern-
ment would encourage estab-
lishment of a Bangladesh Fund
to be established in the USA,
which would be a mutual fund
traded abroad but constitutin
stocks sold on the Dhaka an
Chittagong stock markets.

"The SEC will review all
such applications and 1 hope
will approve at least one within
the next six months. The SEC

VC threatens
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ing agencies would take neces-
sary steps to improve the situa-
tion on the campus.

Meanwhile, Dr. Nazrul [s-
lam, the proctor of the univer-
sity, submitted his resignation
to the VC yesterday morning.
Four provosts have already
submitted their resignations
protesting the capture of resi-
dential halls by outsiders. ac-
cording to sources at the DU.

The provosts of the Fazlul
Huq Hall, A F Rahman Hall,
Mohsin Hall and Surya Sen
Hall had resigned during the
last few days.

The Vice Chancellor talking
to The Daily Star yesterda
said, "l am not satisfied wit
the performance of the law en-
forcing ncies,” and added the
four intelligence agencies were
watching the situation on the

n::anms.

VC said the armed hood-
lums whe had captured the
Shahidullah Hall on March 30
after the caretaker government
took over were arrested by po-
lice and the hall was freed by
April 2.

"The terrorists are now back
on the campus and are involved
in acts of violence” Prof
Emazuddin said.

He further said "the political
parties and their front organi-
sations were trying to increase
their influence on the campus.
"Unless they enter into a 'gen-
tlemen's agreement' normalcy
on the campus could not be
restored.” the VC added.

should also safeguard againsi
insider trading.” she added.

She said that her govern
ment would seek the views ol
the non-resident Bangladeshis
to involve them in the devel
opment process,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said that her govern-
ment wants to encourage lor-
eign investiment in the country
to "creale jobs, increase [oreign
exchange availability and to
acquire technology and man-
agement skill."

She also pledged food gover-
nance, functionally Iree con-
vertibility ol currency, devel
opment of export processing
zones, more responsive BOI and
complete guarantee against ex-
propriation to welcome the
participation of foreign in-
vestors.

Regarding the Board of In-
vestment (BOI) as the key organ-
isation in promoting foreign
investiment. she assigned three
responsibility to the BOL

She asked tf BOI to take the
leadership in bringing foreign
investment into development
and exploration of gas fields,
power generation and distribu-
tion, improving port facilities,
telecommunication, urban wa-
ter and sewerage, airport devel-
opment and major roads and
bridges.

"The gm-f:rrﬂ'l.enl's policy is
to turn to private investment,
particularly foreign investment
to finance most of the infras-

iructure requirements,” she
added.

She also said that her gov-
ernment intends to select at
least two private power generat-
ing projects within the current
financial year.

The Prime Minister also
said that BOIl would have
stirengthened powers Lo ensure
power and telecommunications
connections and ability to en-
sure that visas are issued
quickly.

She also asked BOI to under-
take a programme to mount a
major campaign including
hosting a series of investment
conferences to bring invest-
ment in electronics, informat-
ics and medical equipment in-
dustries for export. "With our
low-cost labour, we provide an
excellent base for such major
investors,” she added.

Finance Minister 5AMS
Kibria, Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed,
secretaries of the government,
chiefs of multilateral donor
agencies, chamber leaders and

members of the Forum were
present. The session was
chaired by the Forum's Presi-
dent Forrest E Cookson.

Cookson said the govern-
ment's permission for the ABEF
to become the American Cham-
ber of Commerce in Bangladesh
had sent a signal that the
Bangladesh government is de-
lermined to create an environ-
ment friendly to investment.

DU clash
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went to Shahidullah Hall, the
us sources said.

e sources added that just
after taking over Mohsin Hall,
a good number of activists of
BCL from Zahurul Haq Hall
went to Mohsin Hall and shook
hands with the JCD workers
who had earlier joined BCL in
the morning.

Meanwhile, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) has called a
day-long strike in all educa-
tional institutions across the
country on August 25. The JCD
programme was declared at a

rotest rally at the Aparajeo
Eangla at the DU campus.

The JCD leaders at the rally
said BCL activists early yester-
day morning captured Mohsin
Hall ousting their leaders and
workers. They also all
police and BCL activists at-
tacked them Wednesday with-
oul any provocation.
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Effective micro-credit |

programmes stressed

Experts at the inlernational
workshop on {povrrty yesterday
emphasised the innovative ap

roaches and more freedom ol

rrowers to make micro-credit
programmes eflective Lo allevi-
ale erty, reports UNB

e three-day workshop ti

tled “Poveriy and Finance in
Bangladesh Reviewing two de-
cades of Experience” began at
Hotel Sheraton on Wednesda
and will be concluded through
presentation of workshop su-
mmery on Saturday

Institute of Development
Policy Analysis and Advocacy
(IDPAA) of Proshika. Bangla
desh Institule of Bank Manage
ment (BIBM) and Credit Deve-
lopment Forum (CDF) jointly
organised the workshop.

Experts from home and
abroad presented papers in the
morming session on "What Key
elements of financial services
would be useful needs of differ
ent groups of the poor?” with Dr
(@azi Kholequzzaman Ahmad in
| he chair

lmran Matin presented his

paper on ~“Renegotiation of
Joint Liability: Notes from
Madhupur®. Grahman Wright of

the ICDDR.B presented a paper
on “Flexible I—Pjnam'ml Services
for the Poor. ”

Smart Rutherford of Manch
esler University, UK presented
the paper on “Informal Finan-
clal services in Dhaka's
Slums”™. Dr Rushidan Islam

Rahman of BIDS on “Poverty.
Freflitability of Micro enter
prises and the Role of NGO
Credit™ while Dr Geoffrey D
Wnood of the University of Bath.
LUK on "A Note on Employment
Effects of Micro Credit.”

The discussants on the pa-
pers included Dr Atiur Rahman,
Executive Chairman of Shamu-
nnay. Dr Toufigue Ahmed
Choudhury of BIBM, Alauddin
Majid of Bank of Small Indus
iries and Credit (BSIC) and Dr
Baqui Khalily.

While reviewing the short-
comings of the micro pro-
grammes for poverty allevia-
tion. the discussants identified
many problems and suggested
some solutions.

They underscored the need
for cost effectiveness of the
credit delivery mechanism. less
transaction costs for borrowers,
market research. management
innovation and staff creativity,
decentralisation of models and
more flexible approaches in
savings of the borrowers

In the afternoon. a panel
discussion was held. The pan
elists included former Adviser
of the Caretaker Government
Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud.
Awamil League Leader Advocate
Rahmat Ali, MP. Ex-Governor
ol Bangladesh Bank A B N
Mahbubul Amun Khan and Ex
ecutive [Director ol Proshika Dr
Qazi Faruque Ahmed

eged that |

Division vote

From jranae |
thie BNP and the Jamaat present
in the House stood up to support
tabling of the bill

Hefore the division -vote,
Joynul Abedin Faruk ol BNP
went to Ershad to say some
thing. Besides. JP's G M Kader
also said something to his
hrother, Ershad.

As soon as the Speaker putl
the bill to division-vote. the PM
and some other ruling party
lawmakers rushed to the House.

Salahuddin Qader Choud-
hury demanded division vole
on the placing of his bill it was
rejﬂ*le(‘rhy voice vote. He said
he wanted to keep on record
who were in favour of and who
were against the contents ol the
bill.

Opposing the bill, Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim ol the AL
said it contained communal
sentiments and was contradic-
tory to constitutional provi-
sions that guaranteed equal
rights to people of all religious.

Salahuddin Kader Choud-
hury protested Selim's con-
lention and said the bill would
guarantee rights of the minori-
ties too and ensure communal
harmony in the country,

"Muslims constitute 90 per
cent of the population ... how
can it be accepted that they will
enjoy only 30 per cent of gov-
ernment jobs.” he said.

When the division vole was
over, Depuly Leader of the Op-
position Prof Badruddoza
Choudhury requested the Chair
lo keep on record the names of
two ncitiber - who abstamed
lrom vouung.

British minister
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immigration official. action is
T:lkEI’I.

Peter Fowler, the outgoing
British High Commissioner,
told the journalists that there
had been a sharp reaction to the
killing of Siraj Miah.

"We are aware that the gov-
ernment has taken steps in this
regard.” Fowler said.

Dr Fox will leave Dhaka for
Kathmandu today after a four-
cday visit to Bangladesh.

JS: Hasina

From page |

with rapt attention

she said: "It was the declared
stand of JCD that they will
destabilise law and order if any
e their worker is arrested even
on specific charges of carrying
illegal lirearms. ™

e Prime Minister was cril
ical of the BNP leadership for
"backing armed terrorists’ and
said the law would take its own
course against the terrorists
whatever be their political
identity.

"Even if they belong to my
Ijarty, they must be arrested |
1ave also reminded this to my
student wing. We wanl a terror
ism-free campus,” she said

In an obligque reference to
the BNP |E‘33PI‘5|H}J. Hasina
said: "We'll not make any for-
eign trip with the terrorists.
We'll not give them nomina-
tion. nor hobnob with them. "

The Prime Minister said she
got information that the JCD
has a plan to attack police on
August 24 to Hmvn e them
(police) to open fire for deterio-
rating the law and order situa-
Livn.

Referring to the police
killing in a yesterday, she
raulignedtiohgrt S}Iu('h incidents
may also occur in future under
the "blueprint” of BNP and JCD.
They will be held responsible, if
any untoward incident hap-
pens, the Prime Minister said.

Ombudsman
From page 1

for reforms besides defining
reform objective, identifying
key areas of reform and devel-
Upi?-ﬁ reform strategies, it said.
e bank in the report said a
policy statement projecting a
vision for a new. responsive,
accountable and efficient gov-
ernment should be prepared Lo
realise its declared objectives.
“The appointment of an om-
budsman would be a tive ac-
tion in the context which could
be quickly taken.” the report
said.

Faro« 16
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A combined team ol Crim
inal Investigation Department
Special Branch and National
Security Intelligence was learnt
to have interrogated him in
several phases since 11 am yes
terday at the Police Comimis
sioner's chamber in the Control
Hoom

The team included Special
Super (Crime) Shahidullah
Khan and investigation officer
ol the case ASP Abdul Kahhar
Akand ol the CID, ASP Khaltlur

Rahman of SB and a Deputy Di-
rector of the NSI

Anti-corruption
From page |

said this during the question
hour

The accused persons include
Brig (retd) M Habibur Rahman,
Chairman. TCB. Abdul Latif
Mandal, former Regional Direc-
tor of the Labour and Manpower
Directorate, Nesar Ahmed,
Deputy Director. (Adm) Labour
and Manpower Directorate, Maj
Gen (retd) Ashraf Hossain, for
mer Director General ol Na-
tional Security Intelligence.
Maksud Ali Khan., lormer
Chairman, T&T, Khairul Alam,
Director, Elias Hossain Ahmed,
Asst. Director and Abdul Awal
Accounts Officer of the Supply
and Inspection, Matiur Rah-
man, Executive Engineer.

., Ramiz Uddin Molla, Deputy

Divisional Engineer and AK M
Abdus Sobhan, Executive Engi-
neer of Dhaka WASA. Rezaul
Alim Sarkar, Regional Direc-
tor, BSCIC Khulna, Kabir Hos-
sain, Divisional Engineer T&T
Noakhali, Col A H Talsir
Ahmed, ex-Deputy GD, Ansar
and VDP Directorate and Maj
(Retd) Abdur Razzak. Director.

Ansar and VDP. Matiur Rah-
man ex-Director, TCB,. AS M
Enamul Huq. Chief Engineer.
Atomic Energy Commission,
Matiur Rahman. Divisional
Engineer, T&T, Abdul Maleq.
Asst Eng T&T and Biplo
Sarma. ex-DRO Chittagong.
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Bail prayers for

29 DU students

rejected

Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate yesterday
rejected the bail prayers for 29
students of the Dhaka Univer-
sity arrested Wednesday and
placed 28 of them under one-
day lice remand. reports
LUINB.

President of JCD Shahidud-
din Chowdhury
also arrested on the day is now
under treatment al the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Four specific cases under
Arms Act and Explosive Sub-
stances Act have n started
against them Ramna police

The court, however. allowed
hail to nine other students ar-
rested on the same day under
Section 54 of the Cr Pc.

Moving the bail prayer Bar
rister Rafiqul Islam Miah sub

mitted that it was a false and
concocted case Among others

Advocate Sanaullah Miah. Ma

sl Ahmed Talukder Shahzada

Miah were present to assist

JCD activists
block Dhaka,
Aricha highway

By JU Correspondent

The Jativatabadi Chhatra
[al [JCD) unit of the Jahangir
nagar University blocked the
Dhaka-Aricha highway yester
day protesting the recent "police
attack on JCD workers' on the
Dhaka University campus.

The one hour blockade be
gan at around 12 in the noon at
the u;u?v Farm Gate of the uni-
versity lollowing a procession
on the campus

Al a ralt;ruat the Dairy Farm
Gale, the JCD leaders con-
demned the alleged attack on
Ltheir workers including Sha-
hiduddin Chowdhury Anney.
Holding the pro-Awami League
Chhatra League responsible for
the recent terrorist activities on

who was

%

Indemnity Ordn can be annulled

From pige 1
retrospective eflect to wipe out
the 'stigma altached to the fate
of the nation.

They said that to stop recur-
rence of ‘adventurism’ by mili-
tarymen, the practice of vali-
dating-all deeds and misdeeds of
martial law rulers by incorpo-
rating all their ordinances, or-
ders and circulars in the Con-
stitution should be banned once
[or all.

Ishtiag Ahmed and Amirul-
ul-Islam said that adviso
opinion of the Appellate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court could
also be sought as it was permit-
ted by the Constitution under
Article 106.

Justice Kemaluddin Hussain
termed the Indemnity Ordi-
nance a ‘lawless law’ and said
this ordinance was a total de-
nial of democratic and human
norms and values.

Referring to sub clause 3(A)
(7) of Article 150 of the Consti-
tution, he said the "present par-
liament is the competent au-
thority for the current period
and so it can annual or alter the

ordinance”. He pointed out that |

the Article says: All laws in
force immediately before the
revocation of the said procla-
mations and withdrawal of
Martial Law shall, subject to
the proclamation revoking the
said proclamations and with-
drawing the Martial Law, con-
tinue in force until altered,
amended or repealed by the
competent authority.”

Barrister Rafique-ul Hug
said the then president had ex-
ercised power under Article 93
of the Constitution in promul-
gating the ordinance as the
House was not in session then,
But, he added, according to the
Article, no ordinance ‘shall
nfke any provision which
could not lawfully be made un-
der this Constitution by Act of
Parliament.’

Article 46 of the Constitu-

tion, said Haq, germil: lia-

ment to pass indemnity but, in

the said case it was not appli-
cable. He further said the Arti-
cle says, " Parliament
may by law make provision for
indemnifying any person in the
service of the Republic or any

-------------

other person in respect of any
act done by him in connection
with the national liberation
struggle or the maintenance or
restoration of order in any area
in Bangladesh or validate any
sentence passed. punishment
inflicted, lI:J}rfeiture ordered. or
other act done in any such
area.”

“This ordinance like any
other black law can be repealed
by a simple majority in the Par-
liament,” said Barrister Hugq.

Barrister Ishtiaq argued that
with the exception of such cases
as described in the Article 46 of
the Constitution, a parliament
can't pass a legislative judg-
ment that ‘killers can’'t be
lried’. a parliament can't in-
demnily killers.

“It's well agreed by all that
this ordinance can be repealed
by dint of a simple majority”,
said the legal expert, adding
that for many years there per-
sisted a wrong thinklnE among
the members of the public that
to annul Indemnity Ordinance,
it would require a constitu-
tional amendment. “But, back
in late '80s, upon an invitation
from her, | met and made it
clear to Sheikh Hasina that no
amendment to the Constitution
is required”.

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam
cha]lenﬁed the authority of
Khandaker Moshtaque in pro-
mulgating such an ordinance,
saying that the latter did not

follow the ‘Chain of Succession’
in declaring him President of
the state after the killing of
Bangabandhu. As per the Con-
stitution and normal rule of
law, the then Vice President
Syed Nazrul Islam, or in case of
his absence, the then Speaker
Abdul Malek Ukil was supposed
to take nv:rﬁa_:i fWﬂnt after
the August 1

He asserted that the Indem-
nity Ordinance can in no way be
considered a law as il was en-
forced unconstitutionally, it
contradicts various articles of
the Constitution such as Article
7(2) and Article 26(2) and is a
betrayal of basic human l'lﬂtl
of the people as ensured by Arti-
cles 27, 31 and 32.

Contradicting the con-
tention that the Fifth Amend-
ment had legalised the ordi-
nance, Barrister Islam said “A
still-born law, being ineffectual
since inception, can't be le-
galised through any order.”

He, however, said though the
parliament can repeal the ordi-
nance, it is the Supreme Court
which can declare the ordi-
nance a ‘still-born’ one. "The
cleansing affects of such a dec-
laration will rid us of the
shame of having such an ordi-
nance for so many years,” he
added.

Referring to the Supreme
Court verdict concerning the
Eighth Amendment, he said no
amendment can be brought
made Is contradictory to the
fundamental structure of the
Constitution.

Following the deliberations
by the four jurists, the floor was
opened to lawmakers present to
ask questions. A few number of
AL legislators including Minis-
ter of State for Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Abdul Matin
Khasru and Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury Kaiser participated.

Earlier, in his npcnin%:pee—
ch, Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury stressed the need
for immediate repeal of the
‘black law’ for establishing rule
of law and giving democracy an
institutional shape. He noted
that keeping the ordinance
intact, the nation would never
have a 'shining image’ in the
international community.

Appreciating the initiative
for holding such an orientation
programme, the Speaker said
that the opposition parties in
the House could also arrange
such programme. He also sug-
gesied holding of a government-
opposition joint orientation
programime.

Suranjit Sen Gupta said
‘sovereignty of the people and
sovereignty of guns could not
march together.” He urged the
minister concerned to place a
draft of an indemnity repeal

bill before the Cabinet for sub-

sequent tabling in the House for
passage. '

the campus, the leaders deman-
ded immediate arrest of the
persons involved in terrorism
at the DU,

36 DU senators
urge VC to give
up partisan

attitude
By DU Correspondent

Thirty six members of the
Dhaka University Senate yes-
terday expressed grave concerrl
over the situation on the cam-

ln a statement yesterday, the
senators said the VC was insti-
gating terrorism in the univer-
sity by issuing statements in
l[avour of a particular political
party.

urged the VC "to give up

the partisan attitude” for
restoring normalcy on the
campus.
The signatories to the state-
ment include Dr Abul Kalam
Azad Chowdhury, Dr Moham-
mad Shahadat Ali, Dr AT M
Zahurul Hag, Dr Mostafa
Chowdhury, Dr Mohammad
Mohabbat Khan. Dr Imamul
Haq. Dr Muntasir Uddin Khan
Mamun, Dr Rajib Humayun, Dr
Mohammad Anwar Hossain, Dr
A AS M Arefin Siddique, Dr
Harun-ur-Rashid, DM AkKteruz-
zaman, advocate, Rezaur Rah-
man, Ramendu Mojumder, Ad-
vocate Ahiduzzaman.

Suicide
By DMC Correspondent

A young girl reportedly
committed suicide in her house
al Uttara in the city g:sterda}r.
The family members found
the body of Jahanara Sultana
alias Tania, 17, hanging from a
water pipe at about 9am, police
said.
Tania, daughter of one Haji
Khandaker Kutubudin Ahmed,
wus immediately taken to a
clinic where doctors declared
her dead.

Dacoity at house in

Mohammadpur

By Staff Correspondent

Armed dacoits took away
money, ornaments and other
valuables worth about Tk 1403
lakh from a house at Humayun
Road in Mohammadpur area in
the city early yesterday.
According to police, a of
about eight dacoits entered the
house of Dr Golam Nobi by
breaking grills at about 3 am.

sEme=—

Sangsad told
Biswas Khaleda
discretionary funds

' President Abdur Rahman
Biswa E:::;xﬂ :E.!nncr prime min-
ister aleda Zia during
their tenure have spent about
Taka five and a half crore from
their discretionary funds. the
Jativa Sangsad was informed
yesterday, reporis BSS.

In reply to a question from
Mirza Azam |[AL-Jamalpur)
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed said former
prime minister and Leader of
the Opposition Begum Khaleda
Zia spent Taka 2.43 .12 440
from 1991 till March 30 this
year under 16 heads. These in-
clude financial allocation to
| educational institutions. assis-
| tance to individuals for treat
ment. marriage. religious insti-
tutions. press club and enter
| lainment

The maximum spending of
Taka 50 lakh was spent in fis
cal 1993 94 and 1994 95 while
the minimum spending of Taka

+4 54 040 was speni riuri%ihe
lasi liscal year till March !

e highest ammount of Taka
M 99 9N was given lo educa
tional institutions, while Taka
24 60 000 was given to press
clubs, he said

To another question [rom
Ahmed Tafizuddin (AL-Pabna)
Tolael said from 1991-92 10
1995-96. the President had
spent Taka 2,90 .33 900 from
his discretionary fund

According to the statement
submitted, the maximum
amount of Taka Bl .27 400 was
spent on 1991-92, while the
minimum amount of Taka
48 85 847 spent in the following
year

CEC seeks help of
political parties in
holding by polls

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Mohammad Abu
Hena yesterday sought coopera-
tion of all itical parties for
holding the forthcomi by-
elections in a free and fair
manner, reports UNB.

The CEC's appeal came dur-
ing discussions with two -
rate delegations of the Awami
League and Jatiya party, who
met him at his e yesterday.

He also urged the political
parties to give directives to
their local leaders and workers
to abide by the electoral code of

conduclt and resist terrorists
davlivilies.,

Abu Hena told the delegation
members that the Election
commission had directed all
officials concerned to discharge

Natgre today

From S Correspondent

NATORE. Aug 22: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected to arrive here tomorrow
to review the law and order sit-
uation and wvarious develop-
meni programmes in the nan:B-
ern region of the country. offi-
cial sources said.

According to sources, eight
ministers and 35 MPs will ac-
company the Prime Minister.
Hasina will address two meet-
ings on law and order situation
with the DCs and SPs of the 16
northern districts at Uttara
(ranobhaban.

Young man beaten
to death in city

By DMC Correspondent
A young man was reportedly

beaten to death by some
in Maniknagar area wunder
Shabujbagh thana in the city
yesierday

The angry le assaulted
Rafig. 23. and his accomplice
Rashid. 28 at 3am alleging that
they were dacoits. The two were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
Rafig. son of one Shajahan of
Dholpur. Demra, succumbed to
his injuries yesterday after-
noon. hospital and police
sources said.

Rashid. arrested by police.
was under treatment at the
DMCH till last night.

The other dacoits, however,
managed to escape when the lo-
¢l ple chased them, police
said.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.
None ol Lthe attackers could be
arrested till last night, police
added.

Khaleda

From page |

their duties remaining above
all sorts of influence.

He hoped that September 5
byelection would be free. fair
and impartial like that of June
12 general elections.

The CEC, in this . ap-
various preparations that have
already been taken for byelec-
tions in 15 wvacated Jatiya
Sangsad seals.

Leaders of both the parties
assured the Chief Election
Commissioner of their allout
cooperalion -

prised the AL and JP leaders of

she said the flood victims were
not given adequate relief.

Begum Zia said during her
five-year rule, BNP tried its best
to improve the lot of common-
man as it believed that "if the
people are well, the country will
make progress.”

She mentioned some of the
development Erujl:fls under-
taken during her rule, which
included construction of roads,
bridges, schools, colleges,
mns?lul:s and temples.

She called upon the voters to
give their verdict in favour of
BNP in the September 5 byelec-
tion to continue the develop-
ment process initiated by BNP.

"Although we are now in op-
position, we'll work for vou as

wt: have done as a ruling party.”
the BNP chairperson assured

the people who joined the meet-
ings enduring scorching heat.

Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar
MPF, Rajshahi city mayor Miza-
nur Rajllmﬂn Minu, district BNP
leader Rahimuddin Bharsha,
BNP candidate for ur-2
(Taraganj-Badarganij) abud-
din Advocate. and for ur-
3 (Pirganj) Principal Ekramul
Haq also addressed the meet-
INgs.
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cussion meeting at the Bar As-
sociation building.

The draft proposals was
made by a 35-member sub-
committee of the Supreme
Court Bar Association which
was formed on July 3, 1996 on
receiving a draft of the bill on
the separation of the judiciary
from the executive.

The Ministry of Law. Justice
and Parliament Affairs sent a
draft bill on the separation of
the judiciary on June 30 to the
Supreme Court Bar Association
to examine and make sugges-
tions on a government proposed
bill on the separation of the ju-
diciary.

The association sent back
the government proposed bill
intending to establish Judicial
Magistracy saying, “it does not
reflect the scheme of separation
of the judiciary.”

The SC Bar endorsed "a bill
relating to the judicial magis-
trates including their appoint-
ment, posting, promotion,
transfer and discipline. It
should be applicable to the
members of the subordinate ju-
diciary (Assistant Judges) that
they are fully integrated as part
of one uniform judicial service

separate from the executive.”

Separation of judiciary

As it is in the present consti-
tution, under Article 99 (1), the
retired Judges of the Supreme
Court can hold judicial or

uasi-judicial office of profit in
ﬁie service the Republic, but as
per the draft proposed bill the
SC Bar is in favour of deletion
of the clause.

According to the proposed
bill. Judges of the Supreme
Court, except the Chief Justice,
shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent after consultation with the
Chiel Justice.

The advocates who have
been in the profession for at
least 10 years may be appointed
as a District Judge.

The meeting was presided
over by Barrister Shawkat Ali
Khan. president of the SC Bar,
and conducted by Advocate
Nazrul Islam Choudhury, secre-
tary of the SC Bar. who also

should be
mously. Law
promulgated with any partisan
outlook because, it is applicable
to all”, he observed.

He said, "but to make law
and justice equal to all. the ju-
diciary should be separated
from the executive.”
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