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Moot Foint for Food

Going by the latest projections of the World Food
Programme (WFFI'), the new governments
manoeuvrability in terms of food management for
1996-97 seems rather limited. But if the little
freedom of action there is in the situation can be
properly utilised during the current financial year
there is a likelihood ot a breakthrough attained in
the coming years.

The estimated figures of food production, aid
and import, for the on-going year, are a study in
economic dilemma largely internalised these days
with the euphemism ol food being used as a
political weapon losing much of its bearing in a
unipolar world.

Coming to the brass-tacks, despite a projected
modest imp.rovement in food production by nearly
a million tonnes. the provisional estimate for {m-
port keeps at a high notch of 1.97 million tonnes
which is subject to adjustment as figures of IRRI-
Boro output are finalised. It is of little practical
significance tha' the import of food in the current
year is expected ‘o fall below the last year's level of
2 46 million tonr'es. Because what is important
here to note is that we shall be in the third
consecutive year o.f foodgrains importation. The
continuous drag on the foreign exchange reserve is
an incipient dangertr to the macro-economic
stability. That's what sshould make us sit up and
take note to apply a time'ly brake on.

If we continue to pay that price to keep political
restiveness on food scarcil'y and prices out of the
way, what we are basically’ courting is a severe
squeeze on our powers to import industrial raw
‘materials and vital capital goods, etc. With tood
bill soaking up most of the forex reserve what are
we left with except balance of payment deficits like
some other countries?

There needs to be a two-pronged strategy to
make the best use of the given circumstances. We
cannot frog-leap into higher productivity within a
year, but it should be possible to save crops |
from damages by better disaster” preparedness
and well-monitored storing of cereals. Secondly,
our food aid negotiations with the donors will
have to be result-oriented. Emphasis should be laid
on the need to preserve our macro-cconomic
stability by maintaining a good forex reserve,
which is the cornerstone of the economic reform
programme the international community are so

keen on.

Matter of Maintenance

Nine f{ootbridges a different gversion of
demountable steel-frame overbridges — will be put
up at the city's busy intersections within the next
three months. The option for the imported struc-
‘tures, according to Dhaka City Coerporation
sources, was taken to get over the various
complications faced at the time of constructing
the concrete and pre-stressed bridges. Com-
plications arising out of negligence ﬂﬁcnntrar:turs‘
overhead power lines and objections Irom various

city services should not however be the deciding
factor in making a choice like that. The choice for
the new variety, which will cost in total Tk 2.7
crore, must of necessity, be based on the utility and
longevity aspects of it.

The new facility meant for a safe crossing of the
roads by pedestrians and better movement of
vehicles below it has an added advantage, which is
that they can be disassembled when needed. But the
points at which they are going to be erected will, in
most cases, require laying more such footbridges.
Problems with the existing overbridges are that
they are man-made and therefore can be solvec
with a little more care.

The foremost problem concerns the maintenance
of the bridges. Currently the bridges have
apparently none to look after them or if there is
any designated person or agency to do that, the
person or that body is obviously shirking the
responsibility. Second, most of the space on a
bridge is occupied by vendors and this often forces
pedestrians not to use the facility. We do not know
if the new footbridges will be able to withstand the
neglect their concrete counterparts are being
subjected to at present. So we would like to suggest
that all the bridges have cleaning squads who
will routinely keep those tidy. Under no
circumstances should the vendors be allowed to
squat on the bridges with their wares. If such an
obstacle is removed from the bridges, only then
will they serve the purpose for which they are
constructed.

Dhaka's Status

Dhaka ranks a notch or two above its other il-
lustrious neighbours such as Delhi, Bombay and
Karachi in terms of cost of living. After all, our
dear old Dhaka has beaten a few sub-continental
cities on some count. Is this a reflection of
affluence or productive activities in the areas of
industry and commerce or trade? The answer is
both in the positive and negative.

Positive only in the internal sense because
compared with other cities and towns of the |
country Dhaka still offers the best opportunities
for people to have some means of livelihood.
Negative because, too much of concentration in one
city can never.be a sign of economic health. That
Tokyo has topped the list of living cost is not
surprising. The industrial superpower's capital
naturally has to be most costly because of competi-
tion for space and the sheer immensity of money
supply. Does the same apply for Dhaka? We are
afraid it does not.

Dhaka has outgrown the country in more
than one sense. It presents a look of Bangkok
traffic jam without having the Thai city's
industrial and economic base. The stark contrast
between poverty and affluence here is just one face,
the other one is that of a spurious city state where
one seems forced to forget about the rest of the
country. That really explains why this capital is so
costly. ' - .
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The Indemnity Ordina

reac] with interest

article in The Daily Stevr

on August 15, 1996 undeT
"Help Repeal

the headin
Indemnity 3ill" written by Mr'.
Mahfuz am, the editor. He
has made an appeal to Begum
Khaleda Zia to help in repe

the Indemnity Bill. On the same
day | also read another article
written by my (riend Barrister

Amirul Islam — “The Killing of
Bangabandhu and the
Indemnity Ordinance”. | have

also read various writings and
views on this very Important

iesue.
| agree with my (riends Mr.

Mithfuz Anam and Barrister
Amirul Islam that this is a
bla.:k law and this must be re-
peaied and /or it declared as
illeg.al and ultra-vires of the
Conétitution. This law is
again st human ts and con-
trary to rule of law. for which
we have been fighting so long.

This write-up is an atiempt
to analy se the legal implication
of the lLhdemnity Ordinance,
1975. Finst let me quote the Or
dinance :

"1 SHORT TITLE — This Or-
dinance m:\y be called the In-
demnity Orc'inance, 1975

2. P{EST?‘I{”TT{')NS ON THE
TAKING OF ANY LEGAL OR
OTHER PROCEEDINGS
AGAINST PER:HONS IN RE-
SPECT OF CERT AIN ACTS AND
THINGS (1) Notwithstanding
anything contain ed in any law,
including a law relating to any
defence service Sfor the time
being in force, no s1il, prosecu
tion or other procee dings, Ieﬁi
or disciplinary, shal! lie, or be
taken in, before o by any
Court, including the Supreme
Court and Court Martial or
other authority againet any
person. including a person who
is or has, at any time. beer; sub-
ject to any law relating to any
dlefence service, for or on ac
count of or in respect of arny act,

matter or thing done or step:

taken by such person in connec-
tion with, or in preparation o
execution of any plan for, or as
necessary step towards the
change of Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh
and the Proclamation of Mar-
tia/ Law on the morning of the
15th August, 1975.
|2) For the purposes of this
section, a certificate by the
President or a person autho-
rised by him in this behalf, that
any act., matter or thing was
done or step taken by any
son mentioned in the certificate
in connection with or in pre?a
ration or execution of any plan
for, or as necessary step to-
wards, the change of Govern-
N Pakistan, people avoid
the word ition.' On

I August 14 they celebrate
their ‘deliverance’ not so much

' from the British rule as from

the Hindu domination.

Nothing could be more futile
than an argument now about
who was responsible for the
partition of the 'subcontinent.
With the sequence of ewvents
stretching back for sewveral
decades, such an exercise can
only be an academic distrac-

tion. But it is clear that the Jdif-

ferences between Hindus and
Muslims had become so aruyle
by the beginning of the fortics
that something like partition
had become inevitable.

March 23. 1940 when the
Muslim League ed a reso-
lution to demand the formation
of Pakistan, comes to my mind
when I think of those days. |
was then a student. Lahore, a
small city at that time, was agog
with excitement that the Mus-
lim League, headed by Mo-
ham Ali Jinnah, would ask
for a arate country. It was a
crowded mee . Squatting on
the floor in the front, I could see

- dinnah on the dais. flanked by

Sikandar Hayat Khan, the Pun-
jab chief minister on one side
and Fazlul Haq, the Bengal
chief minister, on the other.
Also present was Liaquat Ali
Khan, who later became Pak-
istan's first prime minister.

111 his address, Jinnah said
that "the musalmans are a na-
tion by any definition” and that
“if the British ment are
really e:arnest and sincere to se-
cure the and happiness of
the people of this subcontinent,
the only course open to us all is
to allow the major nations sep-
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nce, 1975 — its Legal Implications

This is not very uncommon thing in this country. Whenever a dictator (i.e. Martial Law Administrator) be-
comes a democrat and brings about so-called democracy in the country he gets his deeds and mis-deeds
committed during the Martial Law period ratified by amending the Constitution so that his actions cannot be
challenged in courts of law. So was the present case. On 6th April, 1979 the Constitution (Fifth Amendment)
Act, 1979 was passed by incorporating a new paragraph, namely, paragraph 18 in the
Fourth Schedule after the existing paragraph 17.

uient of the People's Republic of
| 3.angladesh and the Proclama-
L.'cnn of Martial Law on the
morning of the 15th August,
197’5, shall be sufficient evi-
deinze of such act, matter or
thir ' having been done or step
havirg been laken in connec-
lion with, or in preparation or
execi1 ton of any plan for. or a
necest'a step towards. the
C » n?nur-h Government and
the Prvclamation of Martial
Law on  hat morning.
Dhaka - 1he 26th

temben. 1975
e I{ handaker Moshiaque

Ahimmed, President”
(Exnphiwsis supplied)

Mr. Ana.n 1 has appealed —

'On the 2 5th Anniversary of
our Liberaticn War we would
like to appea' to all Members of
the Parliamer.'t, from all par-
ties, to join h:uids and free the
country, its peo Dle and its legal
system from ti%'s ignominious
legacy "

He has a aled 1o Begum
Khaleda Zia Ep-r' .

“In this moral u ndertaking.
we would especiallyr like to ap-
!:al to Begum Khaleda Zia to

Ip the nation in un hurdening
its conscience and its Constitu
tion joining hands with. es
pecially the Awami Le:yue and
repealing the Indemnity Bill."

From the reading of v is arty
cle it seems to me that Mr
Anam is under the impre.ssion
that unless Begum Khaled 1 Zia
supports Awami League the said
Ordinance cannot be repeal~d
In other words. he thinks t}. at
the said Ordinance is now a pa rt
of our Constitution and as suci
it needs two-third majority Iy
the Parliament to repeal it. On
this Point | have reservation.
But il his appeal was to have a
consensus on an important is-
svLie like this, then | [ully agree
with him and join in his ap
peial. Any person who believes
in democracy and rule of law
should join hand to repeal such
black law.

My friend Mr. Amirul Islam
had made a critical analysis of
the law and he has rightly ob-
served that this law is a {;Iatk
law and cannot get any consti-
tutional protection. It goes

Of Problems and Concepts

arate homelands by dividing
India into autonomous na-
tional states.”

He did not use the word
"Pakistan” . Nor did it e in
the "body of the resolution,
which was hammered into final
form at the League's Subjecis’
Committee long after his
fﬁw‘:h' But Pakistan was by

en a popular term. the con-
cept of an independent country
for Muslims. Sikandar Havyat
was opposed to partition be-
cause his unionist party, then
in in Punjab, was a plat-
form of Hindu-Muslims-Sikh
co-existence. Bul he was in a
minority of one.

The operative portion of La-
hore Resohlution or, for that
matter, of Pakistan Resolution
was: "That no constitutional
plan would be workable in this
country or acceptable to Mus-
lims unless it is designed on
the following basic principles.
namely, that geographically
‘contiguous units are demar-
cated into reginns whirh should
be so constituted. with such ter-
ritorial readjustments as may
be neces . that the areas in
which Muslims are numeri-
cal'ly in a majority. as in the
North-Western and Eastern
zon=s ol India, should he

u ped to constitute indepen-

ent states in .which the con-
stituent units shall be au-
tonornous and sovereign.”

Jirmah lived to rue the day
the words 'such territorial read-
justment as may be necessary’
were ' uwsed in the resolution.
Mounthbiatten, the last British
Viceroy, picked up the words to
justify the split of the Muslim-

. leader, said what

25,

against the vcav n?]:riﬂt of our
e

Constitution. as further
said that this Ordinance does
not come within the scope of
Article 46 of the Constitution
So. he thinks that the Ordi-
nance is unconstitutional and
as such it has no existence in
the eye of law. He has further
said that if for the sake of ar-
gument Article 93 (1) is used to
point out that such Ordinance
could be_ promulgaled as Par-
liament was not in session
then Article 93 (2) can be used to
point out that the said Ordi
nance should have been placed
in the first session of the next
Parliament. Since it was not
done "this Ordinance met with
another death. So it cannot re
ally be considered to have ever
existed even.’

Now let me discuss in short
under what situation and ecir-
cumstances this Ordinance was
prommuigated

This Ordinance was promul
gated by Khandaker Mustague
Ahmed. the then President of

the People's Republic of
Bangladesh on 26th September,
1975. In the Preamble of the Or
dinance it is stated that

"whereas it is expedient to re-
strict the taking of any legal or
other proceedings im respect of
certain acts or things done in
connection with, or in prepara-
tion or execution of any plan
for. or steps necessitating, the
historical change and
Proclamation of Martial Law
on the morning of 15th August,
1975" and as such the said Or

dinance was promulgated and it
is further slated that Parlia

ment was not ln session and as
such the "President is satisfied
that circumstances exist which
repnder immediate action neces-

sary” and accordingly he pro-.

mulgated this Ordinance. In the
sald Ordinance it ip stated that
M was prumullagulrd in pur-
s uance of the Proclamation of
2 0th August, 1975 and in exer-
ciise of the powers conferred by
Cliwuse (1) of Article 93 of the
Conistitution of the People's Re-
pub lic of Bangladesh.

Article 93 of the Constitu-
tion is Ordinance making
powet . This Article as il was on

the

. the relevant date is quoted be-
low (relevant Clauses)

l. Al any ume when Par-
Hament is not in session. if the
President s satisfied that cir-
cumstances exist which render
immediate action necessary. he
may make and promulgate such
Ordinances as the circum-
stances appear to him to re-
quire, and any Ordinance so
made shall as from its promul-
%ﬂtlﬂﬂ have the like forces of
aw as an Act of Parliament

Provided that no Ordinance
under this clause shall make
any provision —

i} which could not lawfully
he made under this Cogstitu-
tion by Act of Parliament.

(ii) for altering or repealing
any provision of this Constitu-
tiomy, oOr

(1ii) continuing in force any
provision of an Ordinance pre-
viously made

2. An ordinance made under
Clause (1) shall be laid before
Parliament at its first meetin
following the promulgation
the Ordinance and shall, uniess
it is earlier repealed, cease to
have eflect at the expiration of
thicty days after it is so laid or,
if a resolution disappro of
the Ordinance is passed by Par-
liament before such expiration.
upon the passing of the resolu-
tion
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[Emphasis supplied|

The Proclamation of 20th
August, 1975 provides that
Khondaker Mustague Ahmed
assumed and enlered u of -
fice of the President of
Bangladesh with effect from the
morning of the 15th August
1975, In the said Proclamation
it is stated that —

"The Constitution of the
People's Republic of sh
shall, su 1 to this Proclama-
tioh and the Martial Law u-
lations and Orders made by me
in pursuance thereof, continue
to remain in force."

Possibly, on the basis of this
provision read with Article 93
of the Constitution. the then
President promulgated the said

“_BEETWEEN THE LINES

majority Punjab and Bengal
when the subcontinent was
partitioned. Sitill catastrophic
was the phrase ‘independent
stales because. later the sup-
porters of incdependent East
Bengal (now Bangladesh), ar-
gued that the creation of two in-
dependent courtries, one in
‘north-western’ arnd the other in
the ‘'eastern’ zones of India. was
conceived in the PLakistan Res-
olution itself. Jin.nah tried to
explain this subs:zquently by
sayi that it was a typing mis-
take that made 'state’ into 's-
tates.

Ismail Khan. a non-League
astounded
him was that "Jinnah ruled the
word states' vas a4 misprint.
How can a chairman disregard
the phraseol of the written
constitutian and base lhis ruling
on his own unrecorded mem-
ory?"

When | asked Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto in Rawalpindi cun March
1972 to comment on the
'misprint’ story, he laughingly
said: "Quite a costly misprint; |
must be careful about my
stenuﬁraphf:r. " He said that be-
fore the creation of Bangladesh.
this point was raised by the
Bengali leaders. "But the cre-
ation ol Pakistan was the re
sull of a total set‘lerrent =itk

ip Nayar writes from New Dell

- other

the British, what the resolution
said was not very material,” he
added.

It appears that the idea of
creation two Muslim states was
there when the Pakistan de-
mand was first put forward. In
the archives in London, there is
a report on the findings of a
Muslim League Committee
constituted to implement the
principle of the Lahore Resolu-
tion.

This committee had recomn-
mended the formation of two
Muslim stales: one in the
north-west (Sind. Baluchistan,
NWFP and Punjab, together
with Delhi alter amalgamation
with Punjab): the other in
north-east (Assam and Bengal,
excluding the districts of
Bankura and Midnapur, to-
gether with the district of
Purnea from Bihar). Surpris-
ingly. the committee did not say
a word on Kashmir, which led
India and Pakistan to wars sub-
sequently,

- The Pakistan Resolution did
wonders, beyond Jinnah's own
expectations. It was an
avalanche that swept away all
ideas from the Muslim
mind and transformed the
League into the Congress ol
Muslimis. Only the Pathans in
the NWFP remained unaffected

“union ri

Ordinance

So far | remember, afier 15th
August. 1975 the then Parlia-
ment did not hold its session
and was dissolved subsequently
without holding any session.
However. during the relevant
tie the Parliament was not in
3!:1510!] T:Iﬂ as such the Presi-

t cou pmm%ne such Or-

dinance provi such law
could be
Parliament. Barrister Amirul
Islam has tly said that Par-
liament u Article 46 of the
Constitution could not pass
such law and as such the sai
Ordinance in the eye of law has
no existence For ready refer-
ence Article 46 is quoted below -
"Notwithstanding anything
in the foregoing provisions of
this part. Parliament may by
law make provision for in-
demnifying any person in the
mﬂmc: of the Republic c;_ any
ot persomn in respect
act done by him in Eﬂnmﬂ
with the national liberation
struggie or the maintenance or
restoration of order in any area
in Bangladesh or validate any
senilence passed. punishment
milicted, jorfefture ordered. oc

other act done in any such
area.’

[Emphasis supplied)

The object of the said Ordi-
nance does not come within the
scope of this Article. So this Or-
dinance can be chal
against fundament rights

aranteed in Part-I1] of our

~onstitution (Part-1Il : Funda-
mental Rights).

Further. Barrister Islam has
observed that in view of the fact
that the said Ordinarice was not
laid before the next Parliament
at its first meeting followi
the promulgation the Ordi-
nance it its own death with
the expiry of 30 days from the
first of the next Par-
liament. e was referrin
Clause (2) of Article 93 whic
has been quoted above.

| am sorry. | cannot agree
with his view. The reason is
that before the next Parliament

was elected and held its session

. the said Ordinance was ratified

but that was because had a -
secular Muslim leader, Abdul
Ghaffar Khan -+ popularly
known as the Frontier Gandhi
— 1o guide them.

From then on, Jinnah went
on , relentlessly and
impa::lvcclly. his two-nation
theory and the Pakistan de-
mand. When his opponents
talked of matters like the eco-
nomic non-viability of the state
he envisaged, his reply was:
"Then leave us to our fate.”
When some spoke nmtalglcall}v
about the composite culture o
Hindus and Muslims, he said:
"Our sense of values and objec-
tives in life and politics differ
so greatly.” And when Hindus
referred to the Pakistan de-
mand as ‘vivisection of the
motherland,’ he said that for
Muslims it was a struggle for
survival.” »

For Muslims, Pakistan be-
came ‘the promised land and
Jinnah the supreme leader.
Rich and poor. politicians and
ciil servants, farmers and
shopkee | _‘,rmgﬁ‘ and 'old,
men and wemern, ed behind
him. In Pakistan , they saw the
realisation of their personal
dreams, separation from Hin-
dus, who had more riches and
jobs.

Linlithgow,
Viceroy at that time, summed
up the attitude in a letter to
Amery. then Secretary of State:
"No matter what guarantees
were given to the Muslim mi-
nority, they would always feel
like 'a Cindrella with trade
ts and a radio in the
kitchen. but still below stair.’

The Muslims began to be-

made under
this Constitution by an Act of

by the Fifth Amendment of the
Ceunstitution. Belore lifting of
Martial Law as is very comimor
in this country. the laws and
Ordinances passed during the
Martial Law period are all rati-
fied by incorporating a new
paragraph in the Fourth Sched-
ule of the Constitution. This
E:;' dnn:m_lig President Ziaur
marn su uentl

President Hm_bseqmmy i/
Ershad. Not only that. the same
procedure was followed by Mr
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
when he handed over power to
the next Government and re-
SU office of Chief Jus-
tice. not very um-

COMIMOon this country.

Whenever a tor (i.e. Mar-

tial Law Administrator] be-

. 1979 the Constitution
(Fifth Amendment) Act. 1979

was passed by incorporating a
Graph 16  the Fourth Sctiedu
after the

adathugﬂaph 17.
Paragraph 18 is below :

“All Proclamations,
Proclamation Orders, Martial
Law lations. Martial Law
Orders and other laws made

du the period between the
15th x.l%ud 1975, and the 9th
April. 1979 (both days inclu-

sive). all amendments. addi-
tions. modifications, substitu-
lions and omissions made in
this Constitution during the .

the British

said period any such
Proclamation, orders made,
acts and things done, and ac-
tions and prot taken. or
purported to have made,
done or taken any person or

in exercise of the powers de-
rived or ed to have been
derived [rom any such Procla-
mation, Martial Law Regula-
tion, Martial Law Order or any
other law, or in exgcution of or
in compliance with an
made or sentence

court, tribunal or au
the exercise or purported exer-
cise of such powers,
ratified and confirmed and are
declared to have been

i

(Emphasis su .
To be concluded tomorrow

lieve more and meore that Islam
would be in danger in an India
with 4 vast Hindu majority.

Little ihoughit was apparenily

ﬁl‘tl'rn to what might La
‘Muslims living in UP, 1
Maharashtra. Karnataka or in

other states which were to re-
main part of 'Hindustan' after
the Muslims were given their
'homeland’ state. d it was
strange to find the Muslims of
those areas more voeal in

rt of the demand for F:ﬁ-

stan than those in Punjab, the
NWFP and Sind. which were to
form of the new country.

Jawaharlal Nehru said that
the split up of India would
not solve problem of ‘two
nation's for there were Hindus
and Muslims all over the place.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, top
Congress leader, warned that
the Muslims in UP, Bihar and
Madras would "awake and dis-
cover overnight that they have
become aliens and fi ;
Backward industrially, educa-
tionally and economically,
they will be left to the mercies
of what would then become an
unadulterated Hindu Raj. ”

When Jinnah was once
asked by former Maharashtra
chief justice MC C a what
would happen to the Muslims
left behind. he said: "They can
take care of themselves.” And
later, he said elsewhere that
there would be: after all 'Hindus
in Pakistan just as Muslims in
India.' It looked as if to solve
one minority problem, he was
creating two similar problems
in India and Pakistan.

How the concept of Pakistan
became a n:alit}r is a long story
which I shall tell in my next ar-
ticles
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address.
"Have you seen

~ this..."

Sir, A certain 1Tinglish daily
has recently felt it to be most
timely to use its front page for

inting a four column wide
and about fifty lines vleep photo
to show its genuine feelings to-
wards the ci as if to prove
that, after all these y=ars, the
Editor of this paper has

~abruptly awakened. The picture
or the photograph sornetimes

appears to be that of garbage
dﬂpt;pcd at a certain f’:r . Or
shows a huge hole in the middle

of the road or a traffic jiam at a
‘ certain junction, as if all these
started to materialise over-
night and nothing of the sort
ever was in existence during the
Bﬂmh. i
s particular paper cap-
tBns hlI: hcaﬂfcl{ﬂ%ﬂun{u in
bold letters which ., "Have
You Seen This, Mr. Mayor?"
making it almost a daily phe-
NOmMenor.

Now the guestions is, | would

like to know from the Mayor
whicther or not he has ever no-
ticed the herd of cattle thal are

being reared at the corner foot-

path opposite to New Model De-

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with dowuble space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, al! communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature un.dl

gree College, Sukrabad, occupy-
ing the corner footpath of
Dhanmondi Lake for over fort
Eil’ﬂ. Along this Dhanmondi,

e, in several places, we find
that cows are being reared by
someone who has enough power
to carry on with his or her
business for year:, polluting the
whole atmosphere of the area.
As | am not the w=ditor of any "
newspaper, nor a pho apher
or have one working under me, |
am unable to print the picture
of the cattle heads that are be-
ing reared at this particular
place. Nevertheless, I would like
to say: Have you Seeri This, Mr.
Editor?

Nahtasha Kamal
Wari, Dhaka

— I respect your right to be
sarcastic, but cannot under-
stand the reason for beiryg so in
this case. If a ne ar does
something useful (you seem to
think so) — even belatedly then
it should be comme , and
not ridiculed.

For ur information The
Dail tar has consistently
c out report and photo

campaign for improving our

civic amenities. It was our hon-
our to launch the "Save Dhaka”
campauaign with .BUET and
Bangl sh Scouts. We also or-
ganised tiwo roundtables, one at

BUET and the second at Nagar

Bhaban on this subject, all dur-
ing BNP rule.

Finally, no Ms Nahtasha, [
have not seen the scene you
mentioned. I would be happy t»
publish a picture of it if you can
kindly send it. Meanwhile we
will carry on our effort to serve
better our readers and the citi-
zens of Dhaka and other cities.

— Editor

Pay Commission

Sir, The Daily Star. dated
28.07.96, printed that Begum
Khaleda Zia the Leader ol the
Opposition at the Jatiya
Sangsad demanded announce-
ment of the Pay Commission
immediately. So far we re-
member, Pay Commission was
not a part of their commit-
ment before election. It was
the commitment of AL.

We have seen from our past
experience that, if ever the
word 'pay commission’ was ut-
tered, instantly price hike of
daily necessaries took place.
Again when the employees
start agitation for early fmple-
mentation of the pay commis-
sion, the whole market be-
comes aware and an increase
in the price of commodities.
So it is obvious that price hike
takes place twice, thrice or
more before reaching the ben-
efit of pay commission to the
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recipients.

Besides our pay commis-
sion does not cover the whole
pay earner community. Ques-
tion may arise that people
have voted both the govern-
ment and the opposition in the
Parliament for this comni-
mitment also. If that is so, pay
earners of private organisa-
tions too should be ensured
with this Pay Commission

benefit.

Nur Hossain
151, Bangshal Road

Nationwide appeal

Sir, My husband and 1 have
lived and worked in Sylhet for
nearly 3 years, We are from the
UK. We are writing to say how
concerned we are about the
manﬂ thousands of families
who have been badly affected by
river erosion and I{ﬂnds again
this year.

An annual disaster on such a
large-scale must inevitably
task government resources.
This is borne out by newspaper
reports of inadequate relief, Jit-
tle food, no drinking water and
sub-human living conditions.
(We took part in a flood relief
expedition last year, which gave
us some first-hand experience).

How can such a terrible sit-
uation be rectified? Can | sug-
gest one possible way?

- In England, if there is a
large-scale emergency of any
kind {whether it be in the UK or

Dhaka

ters Emergency Committee
launches a NATIONWIDE AP-
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favour
Lﬂanﬂahaﬂdhu It was notified

PEAL simultaneously on the
televigion. the radio and all the
national newspapers, asking
tor donations from organisa-
tions, business firms, newspa-
pers and the general public. Do-
nations can be paid in at banks.

Millions of citizens, be they
rich or poor. are willing to

make . contribution to help
their lellow human beings in
their misfortune. The public are
kept up-to-date with how much
money has been raised and how
it is being used.

Ailsa Scarsbrook

Torango-7

Air Port Road, Sylhet

Sir. | was observing the de-
bate in the Parliafnent on the
5th August night. The PM aid
the Minister Tofael Ahmed.
hrnuﬁht allegation that BNP
founder Gen. Ziaur Rahman
applied while in milit ser-
vice to be a member of BKSAL
and they have his signed appli-
cation in their possession. By
stating above, the government
wants Lo prove that BKSAL
formation was desired by all
sections of the people at the
period concerned.

Those who were in gov-
ernment service in those days
know very well that this
statement is nothing less than'
_rli{pm:ﬁay of the greatest kind.

e fact is that the AL gov-
ernment at that period forced
all the government servants at
all levels to sign that printed
form. and not only that they
made it a point that govern-
ment servants must make pro
cession to go to the official
residence of the them home
minister and shout slogans in

of BKSAL and

Applications for being BKSAL members

~N

verbally through the proper
charmmel that those who would
not participate in signing or in
the procession would be
marked and would face the
conseq! es in time.

The ®inging ol the applica-
tion by the government ser-
vants inclu Ziaur Rahman
thereby constitutes a docu-
ment in perpetuity that the
then government had taken
away the fundamental rights of |
the people. A free citizen of a
free country has the basic right
to be or not to be a member ol
any party.

It would be better for AL if
it does not dig out stories of its
st performances. The nation
as listened to their appeal to
forgive them for their past
mistakes so that they get a
chance to make up those mis-
takes and can march ahead in
nation-building works.

Efforts of justifyi BKSAL
shall be :uuntu—n-n;::'urm all
the way.

Nurud Basher

Khiigaon. Dhalka.
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