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NEWS BRIEFS

JS session adjourned
till 3pm Saturday

The Jotiya ! session
was adjourned till 3 pm tomor-
row. S Humayun Rashid

Ch hury announced the ad-
journment at 9:42 last night,

reports UNB.

N ew director
at PM 's office

Chowdhury Muniruddin
Mahfooz. Law Officer of Vested
Property Management Board.
Housing and Works Ministry,
took over as Director on deputa-
tion at the Prime Minister's Of-
fice yesterday. His job has been
m under the Establishmemnt

inistry. reports UNB

The =tar eekend
Magazine this week carries
an indepth story on the
polluted Dhanmondi Lake.
And the regular columns
apart, read a feature on the
sufferings of single women

Editor
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Student allegedly knocked down from bus, dies

injured in
tween
a bus ran over a college

in the town today.

Witnesses said airuzza-

Haq Government College
front of the colleg
death.

On hearing
went on rampage damaging sev-

BOGRA, ﬁ 22: Two pet
were killed about others
armed clashes be-

and students after
student
UNB.

man Hiru, a student of Azizul
in the

town, was knocked down from a

bus allegedly by its conductor in
e this morn-

ing. He fell under the wheels of
the bus and was crushed to

the death news,
agitated students of the college

eral buses and setting them

spot and extinguished the fire.

Police fired about 40 rounds

of tear gas cannisters to dis-

Ecrst: the students who pelted
rickbats at them in front of

the college at around 11 am.

Witnesses said they became
violent when S 1 Abdul Wahed
received injuries from brick-
ned fire on the
students killing Mohammadad
(20). a BA examinee, on
the spot. A police constable,
Babul Mia, was also shot dead

bats. Police ope

Rafig

during the clash.

Students claimed that three
olicerman were
ring and bod-

students and a
killed in police

Two killed at Bogra as
police, students clash

afire. Fire fighters rushed to the

ies of two students could not be
traced.

Police said Babul was killed
in firing by the students while
17 policemen, including OC of
Kotwali thana Farooq Ahmed,
were injured by bullet or brick-
bats.

Hospital sources said 11 stu-
dents with bullet injuries were
admitted to Bogra Mohammad
Ali Hospital. Many students re-
ceived treatment from various
clinics to avoid arrests.

Students of the collgge
brought out a mourning proces-
sion in the town this afternoon.
A tense situation was prevail-
ing in the town. ‘

Union Parishad |

Elections to the Union Pari-
shad will be held early next
year, State Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Advocate Abdul Matin
Khasru informed the parlia-
ment yesterday. reports UNB.

Responding to Nurul Amin
Talukder, he said there is no
Elan to prepare new voterlists

efore the union parishad elec-
tion,

The tenure of union pari-
shad chairmen will expire in
March-April, 1997,

In reply to Nizamuddin
Khan (BNP), LGRD Minister Zil-
lur Rahaman said a bill con-
cerning Zilla Parishad will be
introduced in the Parliament
soon. Steps will be taken to
hold Zilla Parishad elections
immediately after the passage
ol the proposed bill, he added.
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Four leading jurists say

Indemnity Ordn can be annulled
- by simple majority in JS

Four leading jurists of the
country have expressed the view
that the ordinance indemnify-
ing the killers of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from
trial can be repealed by the
Jatiya Sangsad by a simple ma-

jority.

Substantiating the view,
they argued that the ordinance
was not part of the Constitution
and as it was just protected by
the Constitution through a
mere ratification. it could be
easily annulled by parliament
by a simple majority.

Former chief justice Ke-
maluddin Hussain, former at-

By Staff Correspondent

torney general Barrister
Rafique-ul Huq, Barrister Syed
Ishtiag Ahmed and Barrister

Amir-ul Islam were speaking at

an orientation programme or-

Egnjsed for the ruling Awami

lawmakers yesterday.
peaker Humayun Rashid

Article on page 4

Chowdhury inaugurated the
orientation programme on
“Indemnity Ordinance and Rule
of Law”, held at the Sangsad
Bhaban. Suranjit Sen Gupta,

Parliamentary Affairs Advisor .

to the Prime Minister. was in
the chair.

The four legal experts also
said even if the ordinance is not
repealed, there is still no bar
under the present circum-
stances to prosecute the killers.

After the killing of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur -
man on August 15, 1975, the
then self-proclaimed President
Khandaker Moshtague Ahmed
had promulgated the Indemnit
Ordinance on September 26>r
1975, putting a legal bar on the
trial of the killers.

The jurists suggested that
after the annulment of the or-
dinance, it should be given a

See Page 12 Col 3
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Police deployed in front of Suryasen Hall of Dhaka University yesterday.
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BCL factions at DU

clash, one captures
Mohsin Hall

By DU Correspondent

Gunshots rocked the Dhaka
University campus for the sec-
ond consecutive day yesterday
as two rival factions of the
Awami League backed Chhatra
League (BCL) clashed over gain-
ing control of Jagannath Hall
in the murninlg.

The larger faction of the BCL
also took control of the Mohsin
Hall which was dominated by
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

VC threatens

Lo resign

Star Report

The Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University (DU). Prof
Emazuddin Ahmed yesterday
said. he would resign if the
halls were not freed trom ter-
rorists and the law and order
situation improved within the
next 48 hours.

In a statement. the Vice-
Chancellor ho that realisihg
the gravity of the situatton, e
government and the law enlorc-

Se Page 12 Col 1

till yesterday morning. The BCL
succeeded in capturing the hall
as some activists of JCD joined
BCL. according to residents of
the hall.

During the half-an-hour
long gunfight the two factions
of BCL exchanged some 100
rounds of gunshots, campus
sources said. Police lobbed
some 10 tear gas
shells to bring the situation un-
der control.

The Gopalganj faction of the
BCL enter into Jagannath
Hall at about 11 am yesterdav
through the north gate of the
hall firing gunshots, the
sources said.

At the time, the Faridpur
faction of BCL. which con-
trolled the Jagannath hall,
were at the Mohsjg Hall to cele-
brate its ‘victory in that hall.
witnesses said.

At about 11:15 the Faridpur
faction entered the Jagannath
hall through the south gate flir-
ing gunshots. The Gopalganij
laction then leil the scene and

See Page 12 Col 2

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday sought for-
eign investment lor raising the
country’s investment level from
the current 16 per cent to 25 per
cent to attain a minimum GDP
growth of seven per cent per an
MM

“We seek support of the for-
eign investors — those who will
make direct investments and
those who will invest in the
stock market,” said Hasina
while addressing a luncheon
meeting of the businessmen
organised by the American
Bangladesh Economic Forum ai
a city hotel.

"We will further open our

economy (o f[oreign invest
ment.,” the Prime Minister
added

Noting that the Awami

League government's economic
policy locuses on export led
growth to provide foreign ex-
rhﬁ needed to finance rapid
gr , the Prime Minister said
that her governments policy
thrust on foreign investment
will be both on those who will
Hivest in export-carning indus-
try and those who will produce
for our domestic market.”
Indicating a changed foreign
assistance climate. the Prime
Minister said, "While we will
continued support. this
ill not be sufficient to finance
rapid growth "
Stressing the need for effec-

By Staff Correspondent

tive use of loreign assistance,
Sheikh Hasina said that her
goverrnunent would soon set out
policies in thal area. "Bul it is
the inflow of foreign private in
vestment that we must increase
inunediately and sizeably ” she
added

She sald her government
hoped to overcome the current
account deficit with increased
loreign investment since export

WB suggests
immediate
appointment
of ombudsman

The World Bank has sug
gested immediate appointment
of an ombudsman 1o ensure an
eflective civil service and publi
seCclior management in Bang
ladesh. reports BSS

In its annual report on
"Bangladesh Annual Economiic
Update. Recent Economic De
velopments and Medium- term
Reform Agenda .’ the bank also
proposed flormation of a "na-
tional commission for reform-
ing government’ in addition to
the existing efficiency unit of
the government

e commission would lead
the efforts and mobilise support
See Page 12 Col 4

A just review of the Siraj
Miah murder case and reforms
al Zia International Airport

T e L

necessary for an improved rela-
lionship between Bangladesh

| and Britain, said the visiting

British Parliamentary Under-

Secretary of State. Dr Liam Fox.

MP in the city yesterday.
"I have Siraj&hhand

the wider issue of harassment
at ZIA high priorit

during my
meetings with different gov-

ernment ministers and | was

reassured by them. | hope their
re-assurances will come into

action. It is now upto the e
ermment to take action.” Dr Fox

said while addressing a press

conference at the residence of

the British High Commis-
sioner.

Siraj Miah. a Bangladesh-
born itish citizen, was al-
legedly beaten to death by Cus-
toms officials at ZIA when he
arrived from London on a KLM
flight on May 5 this year. The

Dhaka seeks foreign investment
to attain 7pc GDP growth

would alone not be able to close
the gap immediately,

She also said that her gov-
ernmenl! intended to maintain
an export growth of at least 20
per cenl and expected that the
ot deowth rate would be as
ron el

She said that her govern
menl s macroeconomic man
agement would be geared to
it inflation and avoid exces

Full text of PM's
speech on page 6

sive government deficit

Underscoring the need for
wolitical stabillty, the Prime

inister said. "political stabil-
ity Is connotive rule of law. pro-
lection of human rights and
governance based on people's
consent . Expressing her party's
desire lo lollow the palg sj’;r.
urged the opposition to work
within the rules of the demo
cratc system

She assigned three main
reasons Lo the last governmen-
U's failure in attracting foreign
investment The avcrait inflow
over Lthe last five years has been
less than 30 million US dollars
4 year, she sad

She identified the reasons
as Policies of pervasive regula-
tion including the control of
loreign exchange; non-support-
ive tax regime including higher
See Page |2 Col )

Division vote 1n
JS over tabling

pvt member s bill

By Staff Correspondent

The present Jatiya Sangsad
yesterday witnessed for the first
time a division vote on the
tabling of a private member's
bill.

Placing of the bill titled
“Services (Special Provisions)
Act. 1996 by Salahuddin
Quader Choudhury of the oppo-
sition BNP was rejected by 128
voles against 53,

The bill sought legal provi-
sion for “protecting people's
right to government service in
proportion to their religious”,

A total of 128 members be-
longing to the guling Awami
League and the Jatiya Party and
JSD (Rab) op HJ placing ol
the bill while 53 lawmakers of

| the BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami

supported it. Two members ol
the JP — Begum Raushan Er

| shad and Abu Lais Mobin

Choudhury — abstained from
volting.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury proposed placing
the bill to division vote.

JP chief H M Ershad. Secre

| tary General Anwar Hossain

Manju and JSD member A S M
Rab, the latter two members of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's Cabinet stood up and sat
down several times alter the
Chair requested those opposing
the bill to stand up. Finally
they along with all but two
lawmakers ol the JF remained
standing to support the AL on
the issue.

Earlier., the lawmakers ol

See Page 12 Col 3
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BNP cookingﬁp

conspiracy : PM.

Prime Minister Sheikh

| Hasina yesterday accused op-

position BNP ol cooking up a
‘well planned conspiracy” to
disrupt democracy, peace and
economic progress of the coun-
try. reports LINB.

"They (BNP) have taken up a
secret programme to disrupt
law and order situation by
launching attack on police and
keeping the people hostage in
their hands.” she told the House
last night.

The Prime Minister urged
the opposition to refrain from
"hi?nmt'[lgllmi1 conspiracy’ and
backing the terrorists in the
greater interest of the people.

"Put an end to terrorist acts.
Don’t kill the democracy. This
will not bring any good lor the
nation,” she urged the opposi-
tion.

Hasina took the [loor after
the House plunged into a total
chaos as the opposition MPs
raised uproar over the present
law and order situation, includ-
the incidents in Dhaka
University and Bogra.

The Prime Minister ques

tioned the opposition's role in -

parliament and said proceed-
ings of the House were being
disrupted by creating uproar
and making unparliamentary
gestures. It s a planned move Lo
hamper the business of the

House
Relerring to the recent

evenils on the Dhaka University
campus and in other educa

tional institutions, Hasina al-
leged that the JCD activists
were involved in armed terror-
ism and disrupting normal
academic atmosphere.

In support of her contention,
she read out newspaper reports
from different national dailies
on violence and various social
crimes like hijacking and das
coity by JCD workers in and
outside the campuses through-
out the country.,

As Hasina read outl a long
list of such reports. members
from both the opposition and
treasury benches listened to her

See Page 12 Col 4

SC Bar hands

over draft bill

on separation
of judiciary

By SC Correspondent

The Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation proposed in a draft
bill on the separation of judi-
c:]al?; g'nm }hc executive that
the Judges of the Supreme Court
shall not hold any office of
profit in the service of the Re-
public after retirement.

The association yesterday
handed over the draft bill to
State Minister for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Ab-
dul Matin Khasru at a brief dis-

See Page 12 Col 7

Farooq taken on
-

police remand

Col (Rtd) Farooq was taken
on a six-day police remand
from Dhaka Central Jail yes-
terday morning, lice and
prison sources saicf?ﬂ according
to UNB.

Police personnel received
him at the jail gate at 7:50 in
the mo . He was driven to
Police Control Room at Shah-
bagh in a white microbus under
fight plainclothe security.

According to police. the
Control Room was selected to
interrogate the former army of-
ficer, said to be a mastermind of
the August 15 bloody coup, con-
sidering it as most secure place
in the city.

See Page 12 col 5

Minister tells JS
Anti-Corruption
Bureau submits
reports of 5335

cases so far

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion has so far submitted en-
quiry reports of 5.335 cases out
of 5,617 since 1991, parliament
was told yesterday, reports
UNB.

Replying to Moulana Delwar
Hossain Sayeedi of Jamaat,
Minister in charge of the Prime
Minister-office Tofael Ahmed

See Page 12 col 5

British minister sets 2 conditions

Probe Siraj murder, reform ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladeshi communitly in
Britain reacted sharply to this
killing There was a discussion
in the British House of Com
mons and two motions were
moved on the issue. The House
then asked the Secretary of
State to ask for an explanation
from the Bangladesh Govern
ment on the death of Siraj
Miah.

Dr Fox said it is at the air-
port that one gets the first im-
pression of the country. but
British nationals were sub-
jected to extortion and harass-
ment there.

He told newsmen that all the
ministers he had talked to. were
aware of the issue. ing the
Home Minister. the British Un
der-Secretary said two supple
mentary chargesheets might be
given in the Siraj Miah murder
case Earlier the CID had given
chargesheets against two Cus-
toms officials in connection
with the murder of Siraj Miah

The member of the

Bangladeshi communmnit i
Britain are relatively affluent
and many of them want to in-

vest in E‘;?adtnh but they are
discour by the unacceptable

behaviour at the airport, he
pointed out. Dr Fox said the
Bangladesh government had
iven the assurance that Tre-
18' would be brought in
The Under-Secretary said
steps should be taken at the ZIA
so that an individual could
through the airport unhin-
dered. He added that the British
it wantied betier rela-
tions with Bangladesh.
hﬂl:: said there should I::':':I_:E
t i tion into
Sirlmh I case. Then,

he said. the law might take its
OWTI COUTSE.

to a ] about
alleged harassment of
Bangladeshi citizens at

Heathrow airport. the Under

Secretary said if there is any

specific allegation against an
See Page 12 Col 3

Khaleda at election rallies

Govt has done nothing
for people so far

RANGPUR. Aug 22: BN
chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia
today said the ruling party
wants to turm the country into a
"bottomless basket” again. re-
ports UNB.

“The present government
has done nothing for the people
in last two months,” she said
while addressing a number of
public meetings in the district
during the day

Begum Zia ﬂddftil_;‘d three

meeti at Taraganj,
bB“ arganj and 'ﬁganj on thjt
first day of her 5-day lection
campaign in greater ngpur
and E@'ﬂ diltﬂ-cu_ i

Addressing the meetings.
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament al that the rul-
ing party started the process of
reviving one-party rule in the
country as it had in 1975

She said. "During the last
two months, Awami League had
killed at least 50 workers of op
position parties and created a
reign of terror across the coun

The lormer prime minister
said that the budget placed by
the ruling party was replete
with tall promises. "There is
nothing in the budget for the
welfare of the people,” she said

um Zia said her govern-
ment had imposed VAT on a few
sector during its rule. "But the
resent government imposed
BAT on every sector. This will
only increase prices of essen-
tials and sufferings of the peo
e "
g Prices of some commodities
have already shol up causing
misery to the low-income -

. she said.

The BNFP chairperson said
the activists ol pro-government
Chhatra League [lired gunshots
at the general students, but po
lice arrested some Innocent
students from the Dhaka Uni
versity campus on Wednesday

Accusing the ruling party ol
failure to face the recent flood,

Ses Page 1? col R

a

AILTTSR TN FAFE
Ty ATery (ATE
1903

N

GFCH TR T[T GFC & FAFS)S b

gas A5 vy

IO G1e) @O 4]

wou Boedimar® Aroifaces wwed 614 vaw wiws s3I

it Heord sfaamy fewfe orn woae |

e wirwz FwwrenRa e o= ofra A vl s oA |
T o

@ea TgN 43¢/ we@ Temfee 74 13re Hfie srwr s TivR
FIHTEOR O] WITET WA Sab8 (Y38 GF XXXV <R SRR

TR L

TEB- vy r1-FER®)

| 17T
R (e 1 E_L._lL__

e/ riaame

1. g
A% 1T W Y =10
(N6 T Y A ¢

o e ¢

R a e

Jeel ve

@-ﬂ!ﬁ -Srado-ailv

A5 v v g v oy ge W g
b SANTT W  F ) ATR TR

AT A ¥ (¢ W0 o @ oo
R Renvps/Srored a6s Reree

SIS TR W S 368 e W

TN T NS W o e cow” TG (ol W cany R L e

(CO § 8 Yobh) ™ 51 (W% 1% 3 oBl *1ie ceren Wy |

. E o pe e —

oo farae

meq

_fi—ub




