DHAKA THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 199¢

| PM tells _ city
Repay Mujib’s debt by
building Sonar Bangla’

martyrs, she added
In last 21 years Hasina said
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JCID) president Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anney who was hit by tear gas shell during

yesterday s clash on Dhaka University campus being taken to hospital

Transit trade with Central Asia

Tehran urged to allow
Dhaka to use its ports

TEHRAN. Aug 21: Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad.
now on an official visit here Lo-
day held talks with his coun-
terpart Dr Ali Akbar Velayeti
reports B5S.

During the talks, both the
ministers recalled the “con-
structive and fruitful meeting
which President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani had with
Sheikh Hasina during his state
visit to Bangladesh last year.

Azad said that President
Rafsanjani's visit had opened a
new chapter in Iran:
Bangladesh ties and expressed
the Bangladesh governmernt's
desire for early and [ull imple-
mentation of the MOUs which
were signed during the visit as
well as for identification of new

Eyes of youngman
gouged out

By DMC Correspondent

An unidentitied gang gouged
out both the eyes of a youngman
and cut the tendons of his
hands near Gora Shahid Mazar
in Lalbagh thana area yesterday
afternoon.

The victimm identified as
Saleh Ahmed, 25, was admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH} in critical
condition, hospital sources
said.

Relatives of Saleh. son of Go-
lam Rahman of Nur Fattah
Lane in Lalbagh. alleged that a

oup of armed men called him

om near his house at about 3
pm and took him to a by-lane
near the Mazar. where they
stabbed him and cut the ten-
dons of his hands and gouged
the eyes.

However. Lalba{{h police said
that they did not receive any
complaint in this regard tifl
last night,

LLoan defaulters

From page |

lakh: Mohammad Zillur
Hakim (AL] Tk 10 07 lakh; Ma-
jor Gen {Retd) MA Salam (AL)
Tk 24.86 lakli; Sheikh Fazlul
Kirim Selim (AL) Tk | OO0 66
lakh; Mosharral Hossain (BNP)
Tk 367.93 lakh: Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan (BNP) Tk 91.90 lakh;
SM Siraj (BNP] Tk 5.18 lakh;
Barrister Ziaur Rahman (BNP)
Tk 100.37 lakh: Kamal Ibne
Yusuf (BNP) Tk 29.13 lakh; Dr
Mizanul Haq (AL) Tk 10.84
lakh; AKM Rahmatullah (AL)
Tk 397.18 lakh; Kazi Keramat
Ali {(AL) Tk 14.20 lakh: Md Ab-
dul Mannan Talukder (BNP) Tk
106.54 lakh; Abdul Latif Mirza
(AL) Tk 27 .30 lakh; ASM Firoz
(AL] Tk 652.46 lakh; Syed
Manjur Hossain (BNP) Tk 8.57
lakh; Nazimuddin Alam [BNF)
Tk 30.67 lakh—Total Tk 311.39
crore.

Replying to another ques-
tion from Kazi Sirajul [slam
(Faridpur-1), the Finance Min-
ister said the total amount of
outstanding lean of the four
NCBs is Tk 2.79 crore.

The breakup of the outstand-
ing loans are: Sonali Bank Tk
2508.08 crore, Agrani Bank Tk
1947.90 crore, Janata Bank Tk
1173.61 crore, and Rupali Bank
Tk 713.20 crore.

Kibria further informed the
House that punitive measures
had been taken against a num-
ber of bank officials and em-
IJlu}reea for irregularities during
oan disbursement.

The numbers of those who
have been charged with the
bung] are: Sonali Bank 478,

ani 152, Janata Bank
9 and Ru Bank 93.
Respon to Roushan Er-

Areas lor coonotiix l'””I:H“I':l
tionn He also urged the [Hanian
side Lo undertake necessarny
measures  lor boosting ol
Bangladesh exports to lran
Samad eXpressed
Bangladesh's Keenness to use
Iranian ports lor transit trade
with Central Asian republies
In this context. he reiterated
Bangladesh's readiness to con
vert the trilateral MOU. signed
between Bangladesh, Iran and

Turkmemstan last vear mto

full- Hledped agreement

He called lor the early im-
plementation ol the proposed
Iran-Bangladesh oil refinery in
(Chittagong and assured the Ira
rian side of full support and co-
operation,

The Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter fully reciprocated these
views and offered full coopera-
tion and support.

Later Azad called on the Ma-
jlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam Ali
Akbar Nateg Nouri. He con-
gratulated the lranian Speak-
er's re-election and renewed the
invitatiorl te him to pay a re-
turn visit 1o Bangladesh as a
part of on-going parliamentary
cooperation between the two
parliaments. They also dis-
cussed various issues of mutual
interest.

PLA Dy Chief

: -
Rahran tllkf'r:%m B

He staved with the Chief of
Army Staft for sometime and
discussed matters relating to
mutual interest. The Chinese
Ambassador was also present.

Earlier, on his arrival at the
Dhaka Cantonment, Gen Kui
Fulin placed wreaths at the
Shikha Anirban (the eternal
flame) and paid homage to the
members of the armed forces
martyred in the War of
Liberation in 1971.

The Chinese Deputy Chief of
General Staff was then given a
guard of honour by a smartly
turned-out contingent of the
Army. He took salute and in-
spected the guard,

CID takes over
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dent, the SP added.

Tareq. a BBA student of
North Soulh University., has
been missing since the night of
August 14, when he went oul of
his Banani residence with his
lriend Rockey for a dinner at a
restaurant in Gulshan area. ac-
coarding Lo reports.

Earlier reports quotling
Rocky and some local people ai
the Meghan ghai said thai
Tareq, along with Rockey and
another girlfriend Lubna had
gone to the ghat in a private car
at around 5:30 am on August 15.
Thgly got down from the vehicle
and were apparently "having
fun’ for sometime.

All the three, according to
reports, had climbed on a cargo
vessel from wisich Tareq is said
le have jumped into ‘i‘]l'n: river
for a swim.

Lubna is oul of trace since
the incident, said police. Tare-

's relatives, however, suspects
that Lubna had already lelt the
country.

Rakib Mohammad Fakhrul
alias Rocky, son of a lormer
deputy minister, Fakhrul Islaui
Munshi, is the main accused in
the complaint lodged with
Gazaria thana by Tareq's father
Mohammad Abul ashem,
Chairman of South East Bank
and Managing Director of Mu-
tual Group of Companies.

Rocky and two otlier persons
were arrested by Gazaria police
following the incident. The

shad of Jatiya Party. the Fi- three were produced in
nance Minister said the four  Munshiganj court on Monday,
banks made a profit of Tk Rockey was sent to jail while
466.77 crore in 1995 ::]hc] two others were granted
: ail.
— -t
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DU battle
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could not however bhe known
Hnmediately
Al one stage. police lobbed
tear gas shells 10 disperse the

JOD activists Anney was hit

A injured there His suppornt

ers inuunediately took him to
the DMOH. Police then chased
the activists 1o the JCD-donu
nated halls in the northern part
ol the campus.

The agitated activists flired
some 15 rounds while leaving
the spot. witnesses said,

Police followed the JCD
workers and lobbed some 60
tear gas shells. The activists
then entered the halls and
locked the main entry gates
Irom inside. hall sources said

Later, police simultaneously
raided the halls. witnesses said.

Sources in the halls alleged
that most of the ‘armed out-
siders’ managed to escape from
the halls before the raids.

The BCL activists fromn Za-
hurul Haq hall fired around 20
shots during the raids in the
JCD-dominated halls only.
witnesses said.

Agitaled JCD workers set
fire to the office ol the provost
of Mohsin Hall as he refused to
come Lo the hall during the po-
lice raid. hall sources said.
Many papers and documents
burnt in the office. The provost
could not be contacted for
comment.

Classes and examinations
were not held for the second
consecutive day yesterday at the
university because of a two-day
strike called by the JCD.

Meanwhile. at a press con-
[erence held at the DUCSU
building in the evening, JCD
alleged that police and BCL ter-
rorists attacked a JCD proces-
sion. firing shots and tear gas
shells, injuring at least 50 in-
cluding the JCD president.

JCD will hold a protest rally
on the campus today and simi-
lar rallies in all educational
institutions of the country to-
morrow, its leaders said.

BCL. at a press conference at
the TSC blamed the JCD for
‘unleashing a reign of terror on
the campus.

Meanwhile, the Syndicate
meeling appealed to all con-
cerned to show restraint for
restoring peace on the campus
and called upon the law enforc-
ing agencies to taken necessary
steps to help maintain a conge-
nial academic atmosphere.

The meeting also urged the
authorities concerned to release
the ‘innocent students’ arrested
from different halls of the uni-
versity during the raids.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
resented that the university au-

thorities "had nol taken pre-
cautionary measures’ even af-
ter reports of storing arms in
the halls were published in dif-
lerent national dailies.

[n a joint statement, the
President and the General Sec-
retary of DUTA condemned the
setting of fire to the office of the
provost of Mohsin Hall.

JS body to probe
corruption in
Jatiya Sangsad

A three-member parliamen-
tary comimnitltee has been consti-
tuted to investigate problems,
irregularities, indiscipline and
corruption in the Jatiya
Sangsad, reports UNB.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
C'h{}wdhur].r formed the com-
miltee on Tuesday, said a
sangsad release yesterday.

eaded by Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, the Jg body
includes Whip Prof Rafigul Is-
lam and Dr Rustam Ali Farazi
MP of Jatiya Party.

It will submit to the Speaker
regular reports containing rec-
ommendations for checking re-
currence of such problems and
also suggest n:c:asa?r steps to
be taken in this regard.

The committee will submit
its report to the Speaker after
investigating the causes of

roblems and place proposals

or solution.
m orim related

also i
activities as directed by the

Speaker.

Hasina yesterday called upon
the people to take revenge of the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman by translat
ing into reality his dream for
an exploitation and poverty
Iree "Sonar Bangla . reports
LUNB.

She was speaking at a
memorial meeting at Engineers
Institution in the afternoon

Awami Jubo League, the
youth front of the ruling Awami
League. organised the meeting
on the occasion of National
Mourning Day commemorating
the August 15 killing in 1975 of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
and his family members by
some disgruntled army officers

The Prime Minister said
The Father of the Nation did
not leave behind any debt, but
the people of the country are in
debted to him. "We ll repay the
debt of his blood by bringing
smile to the face of the down
trodden and establishing a
poverty-free Sonar Bangla

She said the defeated forces
of 1971 launched a series of at
tacks on the spirit of the Libera
tion War by killing Banga
bandhu "August |5 is a stigma
to the nation,” she added

“The anti liberation forces
killed my father mother and
the famirif of the Father ol the
MNation. They did not even spare
my younger brother Rasel who
was a kid at that time ~ Hasina
said in an emotion chokerd
voee

She said Bangabandhu was
killed at a tiine when he tired 1o
bring economic freedom of the
nation and protect the interest
ol the downtrodden and ex
ploited class

After some days. she said
they killed four national lead
ers in jall, who had led the Lib
eration War in 1971 in the ab
sence ol Bangabandhu

Those defeated lorces de
stroyed the values and the spirit
of the Independence War one by

aone and undermined the
supreme sacritices ol 30 lakh

the nation was kept hostage to
an evil force which has now
been replaced by a people-ori-
ented government

Addressing the meeting

German Ambassador in Dhaka
Bruno Weber recalled the con-
tribution ol Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
condemne the August |5
killings

‘Sheikh Mujib was a leading
figure for us. for the whole
world for his struggle for inde-
pendence. He was an inspira
tion for the world  the German
envoy said

9 projects
involving
Tk 798.97 cr
approved

The Executive Committee of
National Economic Council
I[ECNEC)] yesterday approved
live development! projects with
an involvement of Tk 798 97
crore including Tk 567 /69 crore
in project aid reports [INH

The H[JFTHV'-” was made at a
meeting beld yesterday with
Frime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in: the chair in the abinet
Conference room  at  the
Bangladesh Secretarian

The approved projects in
cluded Integrated Agriculture
Development inn CHT at a cost ol
Tk 30 crore  establishment of
Hajee Danesh
f'nﬂlf‘ﬂr at a cost of Tk 34 99
crore. and maintenandoe  and
extension ol building ol Thana
Development Complexes at o
cost of Tk |7 66 crore

The other projects: are
integrated Commnty  Deve
iuplnrnl. i CHT region at a cost
of Tk 34 50 crore hading Tk
22 B0 crore prraject atd and

Sylhet 90 MW Combined -
¢le Power Planl al a cost ol [Yk
681 B2 crore including Tk

346 N crore project aid
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Amid uproar [rom the BNF
members, the Chair refused to
allow 1loor 1o the minister
saving, You know very well
that the rules concerned do not
allow me to entertain any point
of order when the general dis
cussion on the budgelis going
on." g ‘ﬁ*

On insistence of the inis-
ter, the Speaker asked the
Deputy Leader of the House Zil-
lur Rahman to clarify on what
ground the minister was seek-
ing the floor.

Zillur Rahman told the
Chair that the minister was
asking for the floor on Rule 274
that allow a meﬂm give
personal clarifica®io i the
House.

The BNP members continued
to protest loudly against giving
floor to the minister as “the
speech of the BNP MP did in no
way implicate the telecommu

nications minister,” but the
Chair allowed the minister to
S ,

With Mohammad Nasim
getting the floor at 8:33 pm. the
House drowned into a state of
pandemonium as the BNP
members, including some front
benchers started shouting and
banging files on desks. The
minister spoke for 15 minutes,
but his voice drowned in the
dealening noise.

Earlier. when the House
went into its alternoon session
al 3:40 pm, BNP legislalor K M
Obaidur Rahman proposed that
the house be adjourned for a
discussion on the campus situ-
ation and the members be al-
lowed to visit the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital to see the
injured students.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid declined the proposal.
Deputy Leader of the House
and LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman,
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in the House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim, Jatiya
Party MP Advocate Fazle Rabbi
and Jamaat lawmaker Delwar
Hussain Saidee took part in the
acrimonious debate that
prompted the Home Minister to
give a statement on the Dhaka
University incident.

At one stage, the BNP legisla-

Pandemonium in JS

tors. led by Badruddoza, walked
out at 426 pm protesting the
Home Minister's lalse state

ient. terrorisls  activities ol
the ruling party's student tront
BCL ', 'partisan role ol law en

torcing agencies and the Chair s
demial to adjourn the House. To
Lender our protest we are stag-
g a symbolic walk out,” said
Badruddoza.

Deputy Leader ol the Oppo-
sition Badruddozza Chowdhury
said. president ol BNP-backed
student front JCD, Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anney received
bullet injuries on the head and
was fighting for lite,

He alleged that armed terror-
ists of the ruling party backed
student front and police opened

Agricultural |
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fire on the campus and rooms |

belonging to JCD boys in the DU
dormitories were looted. "Let
there be discussion on budget,
bul, please adjourn the House
for an hour”. pleaded Chowd-

hiury.

HHome Minister Rafiqul [s-
lam, BU. informed the House
that when police tried to rescue
a BCL activist Selim. who was
being allegedly beaten up by
JCD activists at the Dhaka
University., some unruly ac-
tivists of the JCD opened fire at

lice. Later. police raided dif-
erent halls of the varsity and
recovered a foreign-made cut-
rifle and 24 rounds of bullet
from Mohsin Hall and nabbed
Tarigul Islam Boni. a JCD ac-
tivists. JCD activists also set
the office of Mohsin Hall
Provost on fire, said the Home
Minister.

He said. police also recov
ered three cartridges and ar-
rested eight to ten persons in-
cluding some outsiders.

The home minister told the
House that Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anney, president of
JCD was slightly injured as he
targeted rifle to police and later
he was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

“Police has shown a greal
deal ol patience and restrain.
When police proceeded to rescue
Selim, the JCD boys opened fire
at them.,”

“Situation is now under our
control and we have the man-
date to face any actions detri-
mental to peace on the campus.”

From page 1
some tired BNP MPs left the
House and returned later while
the visibly exhausted
Telecommunications Minister
was seen taking rest on his seat.
Speaking on frequent road
accidents on the Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway, AL law-
maker Syed Ashraful Islam
told the Chair, "Not only people,
road accidents were also claim-
ing lives of cats, dogs and other
animals. But nobody bothers
about such killings, as they (the
animals) don't have voting
rights and they don't have any
representatives in the House "
Treasury bench member Dr.
Amanullah rose to correct JP
lawmaker Dr. Rustam Ali
g;ﬂﬁl :hﬂnt hmlit dl:d nniﬁ;pread
ng c es. ut
Atﬁlul Hamid muf miT
MP, "AIDS is a bad thing.
It's better not to raise such issue
in the House."
Before the Maghreb break,
three MPs of the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami followed the BNP law-
makers who walked out of the
House protesting yesterday's
incidents at the Dhaka Univer-
sity.
FHuw:w:r, Delwar Hossain

Saidee along with two other
Jamaat MPs returned immedi-

Jatiya Sangsad tidbits

ately and walked out after
Saidee announced their deci-
sion to walkout.

As Saidee and Fazle Rabbi of
Jatiya Party simultaneously
sought the floor. the Deputy
Speaker wanted to know who
stood first.

Both of themn claimed to be
the first. A smiling Depuly
Speaker then asked, "How come
both of you have become the
first.” Rabbi waived his hand to
request Saidee to sit down when
his microphone got on before
the Chair made any instruc-
fion.

Retorting to the speech by a
BNP MP who compared the pro-
d budget with a treacherous
[ady on other day. AL lawmaker
Abdul Latif Siddiqi told the
House yesterday, "I'll never do

s0 as my mother as well as my
wife are women. One havi
such in |
can only call a | treacher-
ous.”

Ruling party MP Meher

Afroz, while commenting on
the former BNP government's
claim of ensuring ‘Unnayoner
Joar' (wave of development),
said, "We should better call it
'Unnayaner Jalochchash' (tidal

surge of development) that
wa.n?ned away the people's lot."

More changes
in admin

The government in an an
nther shakeup in the adminis-

tration has ordered the transfer

and posting of several high offi-
clals rr?ur[s UNB

An official handout said last
night former Additional In-
spector (xeneral of Police Golam
Maorshed had been made Officer
on Special Duty in the Estab
lishment Ministry

Additional Divisional
Commissioner of Dhaka .Jul
fiker Haider Chowdhury has
bheen transferred as Managing
Director of Bangladesh Ship-

ping Corporation on deputa
tion
Managing Director of

Bangladesh Biman Corporation
Mohammad Omar Farooq was
transferred as member of Land
Appeal Board on deputation
while the services of Inspector
(zeneral (Prison| Brig Abul Hos
sain were placed under the De
fence Ministry 1o appoint him
in appropriate capacity in the
Army

Poet Nurul Huda  Director of
Bangla Academy has been ap
Rulntrd Execcutive Director of
jazrul lnstitute for two years
o1 coritract while the contract
buasis Jp}mmtmrnl bl the Prin
ripal of Patuakhali Agriculture
(‘ollege. M Mosharral Hossain
has been cancelled

The services ol some 25 sca
men of Hangladesh Navy were
placed under the Home Min
istry for appointing them to dif
ferent posts of the Coast Guard
Department on deputation

Biman’s second
airbus arrives

The second new Airbus A
410 300 ol Biman Bangladesh
Airlines arrived at the Zia
International Airport from
France yeslerday, reports BSS

Abdur Razzak Minister for
Water Resources, received the
new airbus at the airport.

Frincipal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Syed Ahmed
and Secretary in-charge

Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourisn Mohamimad Ismail
Hossalin were present on the oc -
casion

Rifles missing
from Khulna
police camp

recovered

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 21: All seven
303 rifles and 65 rounds of
ammunition stolen from the
Rarhuli police camp on August
11 were recovered today.

According to SP Sanaul Hug,
the Officer-in-Charge of Paik-
gacha thana, acting on a tip off,
rushed to a turmeric field
owned by one Komoruddin
Dhali, 65, of Rarhuli village
and recovered the stolen arms
and ammunition from there at
about 1:30 pm.

The firearms were stolen
from the police camp on the
midnight of August 11.
Shahida, 30. who was working
in the camp as maid is missing
since then.

Police believe that the
woman is the agent of the mis-
creants who stole the arms and
ammunition.

On August 14, police arrested
one Mofizul, 35. of Sholadana
union under Paikgacha thana
accusing him of h«einlgl involved
in the incident. But the maid is
yet to be arrested,

Goods train
derails in
Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Aug 21: Train
communication between Dhaka
and Chittagong was disrupted
for about 7 hours since 3 am to-
day as a Dhaka-bound goods
train derailed at Ismailpur,
between Ghorasal and Arikhola
stations, reports UNB.

Railway sources said two bo-
gies of the container train were
lifted by a crane from the track
at about 3 am.

Train communication of
Sylhet and Mymensingh with
capital Dhaka also remained
cul ofl during the period. Eight

Dhaka-bound trains at the
eastern zones were stranded fol-
lowing the mishap. _

Train communication on
the routes returned to normal
after the track was cleared at

Fox exchanges views with
Speaker, 3 ministers

Visiting British Parliamen-
tary Under Secretary of State in
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office Dr Liam Fox had a meet
ing with Speaker Humayun
Rasheed Choudhury. at Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday afternocon
reports B5SS

During the hour-long meet-
ing they exchanged views on a
wide range of subjects with spe-
cial reference to the functioning
of parliaments in the UK and
Bangladesh

e problems of expatriate
Bangladeshis in the UK also
came up during the discussion
The British minister extended
an invitation to the Speaker to
visit the UK to see for himself
the functioning of the House of
(ommons

Later during a meeting with
Commerce Minister Tofael
Ahmed told Fox that the pre-
srnt government wants to earn
confidence of the opposition in
parliament as well as of the
people ensuring the trans
parency in governance

The minister said the new
overnment had decided that
rom now om. not the coneerned
minister. but a member ol par
liament would be the chairmar
of the parliamentary standing
commitiee on a particular
ministry to ensure a real ac

countable government,

He said a new industrial
policy would be framed very
soon after reaching a consensus
with opposition political par-
fies business community and
initellectuals. A law would be
enacted to construct new EPZ
nn private initiative in order to
enicourage private investors at
nome and abroad. he added.

Dr Fox also had a meeting
with State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
during which they discussed the

entire gamut of bilateral
relations between the two
Countries

(- howdhury briefed the

British Minister on the foreign
policy objectives of the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The two sides
expressed happiness over the
existing friendly relations be-
rweer] the two countries

The two ministers also dis-
cussed matters relating to en-
Hancing economic cooperation.
The immigration problem and

about 10 am,

the unfortunate incident of Su-
rij Miah at the Dhaka Airport
before the coming of this gov

ernmerit to power came up for
rhiscussIon

Dr Liam Fox also called on
Home Minister Rafiqul Islam at
his Secrelariat office yesterday

4 killed, 20 injured in
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Al least lour persons were
killed and 20 others injured in
three road accidents in Comi
lla. Chittagong and Gopalgan|
yeslerday

UNB reports from Comilla;
A young woman and her daugh
ter were killed and three others
|||[|'ured in a road accident al
Eliotgan) Bazaar on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway yesterday

Police said Aklima Khatun,
22 and her daughter Soma. 7
were killed when a truck in
which they were traveling was
hit from behind by another
truck at about 5 am.

The injured — Shaker
Sarder, 35, Hariful Sikder. 32,
and Rasheda, 22, — were admit-
ted to Gouripur health centre.

Police seized the truck, but
the drivers fled the scene. A case
was filed with Daudkandi
thana.

Our 5lalf Correspondent

Kibria
From page 1

minister added.

ADAB Chairperson and Ex-
ecutive Director of Proshika
Qazi Faruque Ahmed said that
the micro credit institution
helped build the en-
trepreneurial ability of the poor

but hardcore poor, 16 per cent ol
the poor, are still to be reached.

Credit recovery is impor-
tant. but not the sole indicator
of measuring performance. he
said, adding tggt lending cost
could be reduced by allowing the
poor in the ‘overall manage-
ment of the poor'.

Referring to the two-pronged
approach, as stated by the fi-
nance minister, he said that
economic development could be
hest achieved through equity.

Director General of BIBM
AHM Nurul lslam Choudhur
said that low recovery aind hig

transaction cost had ultimately
turned the operation of formal
financial institutions
‘financially unviable’

Martin Greely of the Uni-
versity of Sussex, UK. said that
despite apparent convergence,
the implementation of macroe-
conomic reform agenda might
undermine the present micro
credit strategy.

“Financial sector reforms
are reducing the presence of
traditional financial services
in rural areas. The opportuni-
ties for users of riicro credit to
graduate to traditional services
are being eroded,” he added.

Prof Syed M Hashemi of
Grameen Bank said although
micro credit has succeeded in
reaching a quarter of all poor
households, poverty still per-
sists.

“One major reason for this
may be the limits to micro
credit in effectively targeting
all of the poor, more specifi-
cally. in leaving out large sec-
tions of the hardcore poor. the
distressed,” he added.

from Chittagong says: One per-
<011 was killed and 15 others
were injured when a Cox's Bazar
hound bus overturned at Patiya
yesterday morning, police said.

The injured were admitted to
the local health complex.

Our Gopalganj Correspon-
dent adds: A minor girl was
Killed in a road accident near
Gopalganj Press Club yesterday
maorning

I'he victim was identified as
Rita, 4. daughter of one Faruq
Sardar of village Tilchara un-
der Kasiani thana,

According to police the acci-
dent occurred when a Dhaka-
bound passenger bus (Khulna
Ja-110005)o Sundarban
Paribahan hil a rickshaw.

The Ricksha ller and the
grand mother of the deceased
were also injured. They were
addimmtted to the Gopalganj
Sadar hospital.

PM : Reform body

From page 1
ernment would also pay atten-
lion towards providing facili-
ties for medicare and education
tor the children of the employ-
ees. “We have already discussed
Fha"

Earliar, president of the
Parishad Nani Gopal Das
handed over a memorandum to
the Prime Minister, demanding
the implementation of their 14-
point charter of demands nego-
tiated with the last BNP gov-
ernimernt.,

An agreement was signed by
the government in November
1994 which was to be imple-
mented within the followin
two months, but was breach
by the formmer BNP government,
he said.

The employee-leader than-
ked the Prime Minister for
cvutistituting the Pay Commis-
sion and demanded 30 cent
dearness allowance for interim
period until a new pay scale is
implemented. He also de-
manded minimum salary of Tk
2500

Parishad vice-president
Abul Khair and secretary gen-
eral M Anwarul Islam also ad-
dressed the meeting.

Food import

From page |
have been estimated from Aus,
9 8 million from Aman, 7.1
million tons from IRRI/Boro
and the rest 1.3 million tons
from wheat, according to the
EPMU.

The total foodgrain re-
quirement, estimated at the
rate of 437 grams per capita per
day. would stand at 20.87 mil-
lion tonnes in 1996-97 while
the total foodgrain available
for consumption would be 19.57
million tonnes. leaving a short-
fall of 1.25 million tonnes. The
shortfall in foodgrain avail-
ability in 1995-96 was 1.41
million tonnes. according to

1the WFP.
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