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NEWS BRIEFS

Orientation course

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury will inaugurate an
orientation amme for the
MPs of the Treasury bench at
the Sangsad Bhaban this morn-
ing. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will be present at the

function. Suranjit Sengupta,
adviser to the prime ministet

on parliamentary affairs, will
reside. Former Chief Justice
uddin Hossain, Barrister

Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed, former
Attorney General Barrister
ul Huq, Advocate Sham-

sul Hug Chowdhury and Barris-
ter Amirul Islam will partici-
pate in the discussion on the

programme, reports BSS.
British Under-Secy
meets BNP Secy Gen

The visiting Parllamentary
Under-Secretary of State in
British Commonwealth Office
for Asia Dr Liam Fox. called on
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in the cit
esterday evening. British
gnmmu:mner to Bangladesh
Peter J Fowler was also present
on the occasion, according to a
ﬂ"' release. Among o 5.

shed Khan MP., Major (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed MP,

Abedin Farugue MP. M
Rahman MP and Mesharraf
Hossain MP were also present
during the meeting. reports
BSS.
Liguor seized from
Chinese restaurant

A special squad of Narcotics
Control . nt recovered
14 bottles of liguor and 26 cans
of bear from a Chinese restau-
rant on a ti
@ il mead e e Greo:
Wall Chinese restaurant at
Kakrail and recovered the
liquor. also arrested three
people in connection, said
a press release. reports UNB.

[ ]
Businessman

A businessman, who was
missing for last three days,

The Dhaka University cam-

s turned into a virtual battle-
g‘éld yesterday as sporadic
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and police continued for about
five hours, leaving at least three
students including the JCD
president injured.

More than 50 shots were
fired and a provost's office was
set on fire while police lobbed
around 100 tear gas shells to
guell the violence.

The clash ted at around
11:30 am centring the alleged
assault on a Chhatra League
(BCL) leader in front of the Arts
Building. during a JCD-called
strike.

Classes at the university

clashes between activists of

1403 BS.

BHADRA 7,

By DU Correspondent

were su ded till Saturday.

The decision was taken at an
emergency meeting of the DU
Syndicate with Vice Chancellor
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed in the
chair.

The newl{ elected JCD
dent. Shahiduddin Ch

resi-

hury

Anney, was injured when hit by

a tear gas shell in his forehead

and was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). He was out of danger,
doctors said.

Of the two other injured stu-
dents — Morsheduzzaman Se-
lim, a BCL leader. was admitted
to the DMCH and Benazir
Ahmed Titu, a JCD activist, was

3 hurt : Classes suspeded till Saturday

battle at DU

admitted to the General Hospi-
tal, hospital sources said.
Police recovered tlhree
firearms and more than 300
bullets during a raid in A F
Rahman Hall, Mohsin Hall,
Su a Sen Hall, Jasim Uddin
and Ziaur Rahman Hall.
giiy -nine persons were ar-
rrql during the raid. police

ﬂwdauhcrupﬁdmpu-

lice wenl to ‘rescue’ Selim. gen-
eral secretary of the BCL unit at
Zahurul Haq Hall. A group of

youths, reportedly activists of
thc JCD, g him in frent
of the A.nu Buflding and started
beating him, witnesses said.
The cause of the attack on Selim

See Page 12 Col 3
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Police proceeding towards the Zia Hall of the Dhaka University during yesterday's clash on the campus. — Star photo :
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Pandemonium in
JS, walkout over

DU incident

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad session
yesterday was marked by a
pandemonium in the evening
with BNP legislators obstruct-
lnF the telecommunications
nister in making a "state-
ment” in the House in the midst
of general discussions on the
prupueed budget for fiscal 1996-

Thc pandemonium followed
osition BNP
and Jamaat-e-Islami members
in the afternoon sitting protest-
what they called the Chair's
refusal to entertain an ad-
journment motion on the inci-
dents on the Dhaka University
campus earlier in the day that
left some JCD leaders and ac-
thrist& injured.
cf:utg Speaker Abdul
0 was presiding over
thc afternoon sitting had re-
jected the opposition move cit-
ing the Rules of Procedure. A
discussion on the national bud-
get was scheduled, he had said.
However, the Jamaat mem-
bers returned to the House a few
minutes after the walk-out,

while the BNP lawmakers re-
tul‘élﬂsd after the Maghreb recess,
an mayun Rashid
Chuwrﬂk isumed general
diﬂcuaaiun on the proposed bud-

The pandemonium ensued
when Tele-communications
Minster Mohammad Nasim
sought the floor on a point of
order to protest some remarks
by a BNP legislator during the
budget discussion.

lying to the AL accusa-
tion that the sons of former
prime minister and leader of
the Opposition in parliament
Khaleda Zia had indulged in
corruptions during the BNP
rule, BNP MP ohammad
Shahidul Islam said: "The son
of late President Sheikh Mu-
ibur Rahman had received
ullet injury while leading a
bank rob in the cit

As soon as the BN legisla—
tor finishes his speech at 8:25
pm, the Tele-communications
Minister sought the floor on a
point of order.”

See Page 12 Col 4

The country will have to im
an estimated 1.97 million
tonnes of foodgrains this year
which is 260 thousand tonnes
more than the previous projec
tion, according to a revised offi-
cial estimate
According to the World Food
Programme, this may be re
vised further since Hnal est
mates of last year's |RRl/Boro
and wheat production is yet o
be finalised by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics.
Despiie nearly a million ton
higher projec food produc-
tion for 1996-97 over that of the
last year's, the country has to
import a bulk amount of food
for the third conseculive year
impacting adversely on its for
eign exchange reserve
Last year's food import was
2.46 million tonnes which is
490 thousand tonnes higher
than that of the current year's
projection.
cod aid to the country
which is showing a downward
trend over Lhe years has been

targeted at 648 thousand tonnes

By R M Titumir

this vear This is 95 thousand
tonnes less than the previous
years, necessitating 9 per cenl
more mport

During the current liscal
year, the country is likely Lo get
orly 30 thousand tonnes food
aid from the USA, the largest
bilateral lood donor. Lasl year,
the USA provided 169 thousand
tons which was 23 per cent ol
the total food aid

According Lo the

‘Bangladesh Foodgrain Digest"

of the WFFP. the total projected
imports comprised ol 648 thou
sand tones received through
food aid and 1260 thousand
tons through commercial im
porls

In its continuous slide, the
food aid to the country went
down from 1.5 million tonnes
in 1990-91 1o 935 thousand Lons
in 1994-95 and further plum
meted to 743 thousand tonnes
in the last fiscal.

On the contrary. the import
soared to 2.5 million tonnes in
1994-95 from 966 thousand
tonnes and remained at around

Qstwl-ﬁ'amé footbridges
in city within 3 months

Dhaka City Curpuratmn will
build nine new footbridges at
different busy intersections of
the city. according te DCC
SOLIIces.

The steel-frame lootbridges.
an imported technology from
Singapore, will be assembied
within the next three months at
a total cost of Tk 2.7 crore, the
sources said.

The will be built at
Dainik Bangla intersection.
Malibagh intersection, Parib-
agh-Shahbagh intersection,
Mugdapara Janapath. Fulbaria
crossing, Banani-Kakoli
crossing. Ittefaq intersection.
Hotel jum c and at
Zero Point in front of

“We for this new steel-
framed bridges as
we did not have much success
with the concrete and pre-
stressed structures earlier,” said
a serdor of the DCC.

The DCC had taken up con-

By Morshed Ali Khan

struction work of seven foot-
bridges in the city. All but two
were complet well after
schedule due to various compii-
cations arising from negligence
of contractors, overhead elec-
tric lines and objection from
other city service organisa-

Meanwhile. work on the
ndc-rpunin 5I;?i:h.ﬂmr:! be
., 8C to

completed in June last, is get-
ting delayed due to mmplita
tions with the
bie network belonging to D!:Sh.
DCC sources said.

“The work is being delayed
because we are facing so much

oblemn with the organisa-
tions. with DESA
which this cable network

all over the city.” said a DCC of-

ﬁc:.llrmm:g‘t!
it was learnt that under
construction Kawran Bazar un-

Food import may cross
this year’s projection

2.4 milllon tonnes, drying up
the country's foreign exchange

Of the total 2.46 milllon
tonnes [ood import last year,
the government and private sec-
tor traders im 35 per cent
each while 23 per cenl came as
bilateral ail and the WFP pro
vided the resl 7 per cent.

According to projection for
the current fiscal, the privale
sector import |8 estimated to
stand at 26 per cent of the total
import. down by nine per cent
from the previous year while
the government's share is ex-
I;aiu:l Lo be at 40 per cent, up by
ive per cent from the previous
year and total food ald would
comprise 34 per cent of the total
imports

ﬁuturdln% to the latest pro-
jection ood Procurement
Hunltnnng Unit of the Min-
istry of Food, the gross produc-
tion in 1996-97 is estimated at
20 million tonnes.

Of the targeted 20 million
tons annual dll‘.mCIU.c foodgrain
production, '8 million tons
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derpass will cost the DCC an

itional Tk 90 lakh as the
DCC has to pay the DESA to re-
move the cable and make room

for the underpass.

"It was very difficult and
time consuming to get through
the DESA's bureaucratic for-
malities. " said the DCC -
neer, str on the need lor
the DCC proposed city govern-
ment to handle with authority
all development work in the

capital.

He out that the work
at the Gabtoll has
hnm because WASA has

of water pipelines on
th:

# at Gulistan

in December

-Hh the two other. one in
Kawran Bazar and the other in

Gabtoli, will be opened to the
public in October, the engineer
said.

BAF trainer

aircraft missing
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 21: A
trainer aircraft of Bangladesh
Airforce with two pilots on
board is missing since yester-
daj:rj morning, sources concerned
said.

The aircraft could not be
contacted after it took off at
10:45 am.

A joint search operation by
the Navy and Airforce began in
the Bay of Bengal near the
Sardwip and Kutubdia chan-
1IELS.

A police official said the air-
craft t have crashed near
the p channel.

PLRADy Chief of
General Staff

in city

The Beputy Chief of General
Stalff, Chincsc People's Libe-
ration Army Lieutenant Ge -
neral Kui Fulin arrived in
Dhaka erday on a five-day

ﬁit to Bangladesh.

He is accompanied by a six-
member delegation, says an
ISPR release.

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen
Muhammad Mahbubur Rah-
man and other senior army
officers received the distin-

uished guests at the Zia

nternational Air :
Chinese Ambassador to

Bangladesh Zhang Xujiang and
other embassy officials were
also present at the

Later. General Kui Fulin vis-
ited the Army headquarters and
called on Chief of Army Staff Lt
Gen Muhammad Mahbubur

See Page 12 Col 2
Dhaka costlier

city than Delhi,
Karachi, Bombay

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka ranks as the 105th
city in terms of cost of living
among 121 cities around the
worl as l||.ur:l ed by the
Economist Intelligence Unit
([EIU) in its latest worldwide
cost of living survey

According to an EIU press re-
lease, Dhaka is on par with
Colombo and Prague, but is
much costlier than Karachi,

New Delhi, Bombay, Tehran
and Tripoll.

The costliest city is Tokyo
with 179 points, le Dha

totaled 65 points. Karachi is in
the 115th position with 55
points, New Delhi is in the
118th position with 45 points
and Bombay in | 19th pesition
with 43 points.

Administrative reform
body underway: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced
that a reform committee was
being formed to take realistic
measures to remove anomalies
and ities in the admin-
istration, reports UNB.

“Constitution of the com-
mittee is underway,” she said
while addressing hundreds of
fovcmm:nt employees at the
nternational Conference Cen-

tre (ICC), their coopera-
tion in building the country.
Hasina her government

was committed to creating an
atmosphere in the administra-
tive setup where the officials
and employees can discharge
their duties and responsibilities
properly for the welfare of the
nation.

The
constituted a Pay Comrnission
for the government offi¢ials
and employees in its bid to
maintain eleclion commit-
ment, despite the fact that it
took over power only two
months back, she said.

The Prime Minister recalled
the contribution of government

goverrunent has alresdy

officials and employees in
restoring &inple's franchise
and asked m to devote them-
selves to building the nation,
making it self-reliant.

“It is time for building the
nation,” she said. "Our main
concern is to develop the coun-
try, not enjoy the power. Your
cooperation would strengthen
our efforts to make thc country
economically strong.”

Referrin% to various de-
mands put forward by the em-
g]n}rr:es under the hanner of

angjukta Sarkari Karmachari
Samannaya Parishad, Hasina
said she had instructed the offi-
cials concerned to look into
their problems and anomalies
faced by them.

The Prime Minister said the

government, despite ils resouree

constraint., was thinking about
undertaking a housing project
for employees under which the
employees will become owners
of flats after paying a certain
amount as rent.

Apart from considering a
salary-hike, she said, the gov-
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'Implement SAARC
plan on children’

ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: Minis-
ter of State for S-m:i.al Welfare,

Women and Children Affairs,.

Dr Mozammel Hossain yester-
day called upon the SAARC
member countries to review the
implementation status of the
Colombo Resolution on Chil-

dren and adopt the Rawal |
Resolution f«:mrI:II the HLI.I'V‘IVB.Ip':l‘Ed-
velopment and protection of the
children of South Asia, reports
BSS.

He said the on-going SAARC
conference pn children would
be able to find a new direction
and vision beyond the year
2000.

Dr Mozammel Hossain was
making a statement as the
leader of the h delega-
tion attending the third C
ministerial conference on chil-

dren of South Asia, began in
Rawalpinidi yesterday mor.:-
ing.

IgF‘rtmut‘: Minister of Pakistan,
Benazir Bhutto inaugurated the
three-day conference at a local
hotel here. A 20-member dele-
gation from Bangladesh is par-
tici in the conference.

leader of the Bangladesh
delegation said that the South
Asia had witnessed a great
change over the last decade and

i

the wave of democracy and free
market policies sweplt over the
region. Children in SAART
countries were being affected by
the changing socio-economic
scenario, he added.

Explaining the action plan
undertaken by the government,
the state minister told the con-
ference that his country war
committed to the development
of the children and thoughts on
child development received at-
tention in the country's ni-
tional policy. He said in pur
suance of the country's Consti-
tution and the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the
government adopted a national
child policy to ensure the secu-

rity and welfare of the children.
—
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By Nazmul Ashraf

During the 15-minute disnr-
der in the Jatiya Sang
tl:rdagm %nnd number of ‘IK-:
ch members including
scveral ministers were seen act-
ing as bandmasters by
their hands when the Opposi-
tion BNP lawmakers were hit-
ting the tables with files.
ader of the House and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
who entered the House amid
thunderous table thumping was
seen signalling a TV camera-
man in front of the Chair to
move his lens towards the table

hittings by the Opposition BNP
lawmakers.

The cameraman, who was
taking a shot of Telecornmuni-
cations Minister Mohammad
Nasim, was seen drawing the
PM's attention to other TV cam-
eramen taking shots of the Op-
position MPs from the visitors'
galleries,

Deputy Leader of the -
tion Prof. Badruddoza gﬁm-
hury and M. Saifur Rahman
were seen trying to listen to
Mohammad Nasim by keeping
their ears to the speakers on
their respective tables. Nasim
could not be heard due to table-
hittings and shouts by the BNP
legislators.

The table-hittings over.

Tistsouiie i
29 MPs were loan
defaulters before

polls schedule

The Finance Minister yes-
terday produced in Parliament
a list of 29 present MPs who
were loan defaulters before the
announcement of the election
schedule, reports UNB.

Replying to a question from
Kazi Sirajul Islam of the
Awami League Shah AMS Kib-
ria said the MPs had taken loan
from four nationalised banks.

The list of defaulters is as
follows: ASM Abdur Rab (JSD)
Tk 53.90 lakh: Anwar Hossain
Manju (JP) Tk 9.21 lakh; Bar-
rister Nazmul Huda (BNP) Tk
5.00 Lakh: Abdul Kader Sid-
diqui {Bir Uttam/AL) Tk 9.32
lakh; KM Obaidur Rahman
(BNP) Tk 36.37 lakh; Captain
Tajul Islam [AL) Tk T?’i 38
iakh; KM Shamim Oaman {AL)
Tk 13.48 lakh; Nurul Amin
Talukder {(BNP) Tk 73.69 lakh;
Syed Masud Reza (AL) Tk 485.90
Jlakh: Abdul Mannan (AL) Tk
53.51 lakh: ABM Abul Kashem
(BNP) Tk 00.80 lakh: Wajiuddin
Khan (AL) Tk 4.41 lakh: Abul
Hasnat Abdullah (AL) 20.02

Sec Pave 12 Col |

CID takes over
case of Tareq's

disappearance

Star Report

The case filed with Gazaria
thana in connection with the
disappearance ol TFareq was
transferred to the Criminal In-

vestigation Dcpartment (CID)
yesterday, said the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) of Munishi-

“th
e SP, talking to The Daily
Star over phone also said that
the vessel from which Moinud-
din Kashem said Tareq is re-
rte:d t-:n have jinn d at the
e ghat was identilied as
Shajlh but its crew mem-

bers were yet to be interrogated
by the police. The vessel had al-

police was informed of Lhe inci-
See MPage 12 Col 2

l ready left the ghat by the time
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Kibria tells seminar in city

Economic growth a must
for alleviating poverty

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria has sald economic
growth must be accelerated for
alleviating poverty.

“If the growth remains stag-
nant or shows a downward
tr=rd, the overall poverty will
continue.” he said whﬂc inau-
gurating a three-da

on “Poverty and nance ln
Bangladesh: Reviewing two
decades of E " at Hotel

Shﬂ'ltnn in the city.

by Proshika. BIBI and
8.‘ ng participated by
mtn: Eﬂ economists, re-
searchers, bankers and
from local and international
organisations and NGOs.

The finance minister
stressed the need for boosting
luvestment, particularly for-
eign investment since he noted,
domestic investment would re-
main low for a long time due to
low domestic savings.

that the Awami
t had

He said
League governmen

a two-pronged
Ernrth with equity and estab-

adopted
strategy —

hment of social justice — for

economic development

Poverty alleviation was a
to the elite for

favourite su

the last 21 years but “Whether it

hel the
rug:gch' minister said.

ﬂﬂnpﬂhﬁmt}mwh

lﬂhrll said thc government
attached top most priority to
removing illiteracy and devel-

human resources.
cultural pattern, values
and priorities of a society
should be taken into considera-
P?n for poverty alleviation, he
elt.

“The poor should themselves
Idmtify“lﬂ:u;uu- of their
poverty t
their economic welbeing™, the

See Page 12 Col 7

is a matter of

to work for
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