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Good harvest of aman paddy
expected from N-districts

RAJSHAH!. Aug 20 A total
of about 36 88 lakh metric 1ons
of aman paddy is expected Lo be
harvested during the current
season in 16 northern districts
of Rajshalm Division. The har
vest may exceed the target. offi
cials and farmers hoped.

According to oltficial
sources, a target has been lixed
to bring 16 88 896 hectares ol
land under aman paddy cultiva-
tion this vear in Rajshahi Di-
vision. Out ol the total. high
yielding -variety (HYV]) of IRRI
and Borro paddy will be trans-
planted in 12,03.196 hectares ol
land and conventional variety
will be sown and transplanted
in 4.85%. 700 hectares of lands.

A total amount of 36.87.970
metric tons of aman paddy will
be produced from these lands ol
both varieties- this year in 16
northern districts of Rajshahi
Division. a surplus area lor

in the country.

padﬁdgfnrding to the BADC
sources. weather has so far re-
mained favorable. Early floods
in most of he districis have
made the transplantation of
saplings a little late. But the
time has not passed. Floods
have made the lands fertile and
let the farmers plough their
lands in flood waters {ree of ir-
rigation cost.

While visiting some areas of
Rajshahi and Naogaon districts
farmers are seen to be too much
busy preparing lands and
transpll;nting paddy saplings
all day long. They have no time
even to k as the season is
aboul to pass away.

According to th]:.! sources, the
most suitable time for trans-
plantation of aman saplings ex-
tends from the 15th of Bangla
month of Ashar to the 15th of
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RAJSHAHI: Women are

Bangla month of Sravan. The
time may be extended upto the
30th of Srarvan without much

harm.
In fact. when it needs for un-

avoidable reasons like floods,

or if weather favours aman
transplantation has
suitable even upto the

rove
?Eth of Bangla month Bhadra. |
This year. the same situation as

it happened last year is prevail-

seen

been

busy planting pad

ing in the northern districts of
the country. About 25 per cent
lands are yet to be cultivated.
sources said.

Some areas of Rajshahi.
Natore and Chapainawabganj
are, however, suffering from
shortage of rains which is
hampering aman transplanta-
tion to some extent in those ar-
eas.

Shortage of saplings is also

dy saplings in a field.
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hindering aman cultivation_
specially in fload-stricken ar-

eas as the seed-beds were dam-
aged by floods in those areas.
BADC has distributed seeds
among the farmers to compen-
sate the less. :

Meanwhile, R;E{lghi Krishi
Unnyan Bank | UB} and
other commercial banks have
undertaken extensive loan pro-
grammes on aman cultivation.

National

BDR jawan
allegedly

shoots himself
down

From CHT Correspondent |

MATIRANGA .
[Khagrachharil], Aug 20 : A

merm of Bangladesh rifles
has here reportedly shot him-
self down with the rifle issued
to him at Khedachhora in Mati-
ranga thana of the district.
Matiranga thana police said.
Mamoon Khan, 30. a jawan
from 34 Dbattalion of
Bangladesh Rifles stationed at
Khedachhora in Matiranga
thana of the district has report-
edly committed suicide by
l]'l_:lﬂtrﬁ"]f himself down with his
own rifle in, the early hours of
Wuirm:lai‘. August 14, the duty
officer of Matiranga thana told
this correspondent when con-
tacted the following day over

lclc‘g:lconc. ,
body of the deceased was
sent to his village hofne in
Kishoreganj district after hav-
ing autopsy in Khagrachhari
sadar hospital Thursday, police
sources said.

The reason behind the
killing of Momoon reportedly
by himself on-duty could not be
available till writing this re-

port.
A case was lodged with Mati-

ma thana police in this con-
' io

n bearing number 5 of
dated August 14, 1996, 7

175 meritorious
students receive
stipend

From CHT Correspondent

RANGAMATI, Aug 20 : With
a view to boost up education in
the district, the Rangamati Hill
District Local Government
Council (RHDLGC) has here
distributed stipends on Friday,
August O last with a tune of
Taka 4.90.000 to some 175
meritorious students of the
district studying in the differ-

ent institutions in the cou .

The formal stipend a
ceremony held in the confer-
ence room of the council, ar-
ranged by its Educatuon and
Religious Affairs Commitiee
was chaired by the chairman of
RHDLGC Rabindra Lal Chakma
Suzan, participated by the
awardees and their guar ;

Out of 175 stipend awarded
students, 75 were from Higher
Secondary stage. 50 from the
%aduaﬂn;u Evtﬁcnnd t;t;drzt

m post- -

level studying in the dif-

ferent educational institutes in
the country. 669 students a
plied for stipends for 1995-
academic year. officials said.

In a continuous process, the
RHDLGC has so far awarded
stipends to some 658 students
with a tune of Taka 16.26.800
starti this programme in
1991-92 till this year, officials

added.
Tk 3 lakh looted
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FARIDPUR. Aug 20A dacoity
was committed in the house of
one Sharifuddin Tagore close
to Madhukhali bazar in Ma-
dhakhali thana
on the night of July 29 ar-
cording to police source.

It is learnt that a E,ang of
dacoits numbering to 7
armed with lethal wea €T1-
tered the house by breaking

the door at dead of night.

tied up the inmates and
beat them mercilessly. They
looted cash and id orna-
ments worth over Taka three
lakh and decamped with the
booty

A case was lodged with
Madhukhali thana in this con-
nection.

Police super visited the
place of occurrence, vigorous
police investigation is going
Ol

Alarming decline in cultivable
land 1n three hill dists

RANGAMATI. Aug 20: Eco-
nomic problems in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (CHT) region
have been deepening over the
last few years and the people
both tribal and non-tribals are
faced with an uncertain future,
according to the Local Govern-
ment Council sources.

Population boom, depletion
of forest resources. decline in

isciculture and loss of cul-
tivable land as well as fertility
are stated to be mainly respon
sible for the d ing crisis in
the three hill districts of
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban .-

The report received from the
districts information offices
sajd population in Lhe region
has increased from two lakh in

the beginning of this century to

above eleven lakh recently
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About one lakh people had
displaced by the Kaptai hydro-
electric project in 1960 sub-
merging peoples habitation.
dense forest and reducing cul-
tivable plain land. '

Local Government Council
sources said only 1,04 305 acres
of land were at present avail-
able for cultivation in three hill
districts. This was very alarm
ing s _
agro-base population here in 3
districts.

A "Horticylture Develop-
ment FTD{EEI" was established
in the hilly land with a view to
encourage fruit production. But
the project did not succeed for
various reasons in this insur-
gency battered region

Depletion of forest re-
sources, particularly bamboo
plantation has caused top-soil

cially for the majority of

to be washed away by rain-wa-
ter reducing fertility. many lo-
cal as well as foreign experts
observed. Local people do not
know how to use bio-fertiliser
properly. which also caused re-
duction in food production.

The region has no signifi-

rant industry except the Karna-
phuli Paper Mills and Rayon
Mills.
., Many people. who lived on
extraction of trees and logging
have become destitute after the
government iriposed restric-
tions in 1991 upon cutting trees
and bamboos,

Local leaders said the long

and- short-term and effective
development plans should be
undertaken urgently to avoid
famine., communal. dishar-
mony and social unrest

Mufazzal Hossan DG BRDB and Monmasaka Namarau Resident Representative of JICA

signed a MOU on Tuesday for strengthening the activities of Model Rural Development Project
in Homna and Daudkandi of Comilla High officials of JOCV and BRDB were present on the

oCccagion.

Pourashava authorities of Jamalpur
fail to provide minimum
amenities for its citizens

JAMALPUR., Aug 20. Hazar
dous road communicatwon has
long been a major problem in
Jamalpur district LOWT
hindering all uplift activities
Despite spending a bulk of
money and allocation of rice
and wheat., ne noticeable
development was observed i
this sector due to allegedlv
massive misappropniatwon ol
money. malpractices and
mismanagement by the con
cerned adminisiration

Most of the road, Janes and
by-lanes in the town have
turned unserviceable as innu
merable cracks and ditches
have developed Following a
slight rainfall the roads be
come muddy impeding easy
movement G{Ti}tdﬂﬁlfiﬂﬂh and
transports. The main roads
need to be metalled immed:
ately to ease road communica-
fwon in the town

[t is alleged that the con
cerned autheornity hardly cares
for the maimtenance of the
rogels.

CGrogown roads. Bazrapur
Road Islampur Road New
College Road Bush Para Road
Boshat Para Rnad Kacharipara

‘Road  Middahpara Road. are all

in a very bad condition

From Md Meherullah

All the markets of the town
remain in poor shape Markets
were not widened durning the
last 5 vears As a result the
shops could not be installed
systematically There 1s also a
want of sheds compelling the

sellers 1o occupy thie open
spaces meant for buyers
movement Besides the fish

markets of these bazars are
seidon cleared and cleaned
Frequerdt failure of eleciric
ity and fluctuation of voltage
have become almost a regular

phenomenon 0 Jamalpur

Seven pipe guns

recovered

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA Aug 20
Brahmanbaria thana police
launching a special drnive and
recovered sewven pipe-guns re
certly

According to police sources
a special leam of the police re.
covered seven pipe guns which
were abandoned in different
places None was arrested in
thig ronnection. pelice handout
sad

oW

Lack ol adeguale number ol
sireet lights 1n Jamalpur town
is another prublem causing
much ncoenvenience to the
town dwellers Though the
lOWTL wads giver DOWer COonnec-
norns seweral yvears ago most of
its roads are vel lo bhe provided

with electric connectjons
Sonie areas having power con-
nections also plunge into

darkness due to absence of
bulbs in the light posts. The
Jamalpur town has no proper
water supply system. The ex-
istuung tubewells can meet only
25 per cent of the local re-
quiremernt

Most of the people in the
pourashava have no other al-
ternative but 'o take contami:
nated water from the nearby
ponds and canals

Abisence of adequate num-
ber of dusthins is causing con-
stant environmental pollution
Moreover due to the absence
of public toilet people re-
spond Lo the call as nature at
road sides polluting the atmo-
sphere .

The people of the Jamalpur
district urged the concerned
authorities to look into the
matter imrmediately

Village shalish
attacked : 10
wounded

From Our Correspondent
BRAHMANBARIA. Aug 20 :

- Atleast ten persons were in-
jured while rival party attacked

a Grammo Shalish at Dath-
mondol village under Nasirn-
ogor thana of the district on

August 16, it was reported.
f the injured persons, four
were admitted in' the

Nasirnogor thana health com-
plex in critical condition and
the rest were released after first

_a[d.

According to sources, on
July 17. one Sharat Chandra
Das allegedly stole Taka 95
thousand from a grocer shop of
Chanu Lal Deb. Next day in the
morning Chanu Lal caught the
thief Sharat with money.
Sharat returned only 69 thou-
sand Taka. As a resujt Chdnu
organised the rural arbitration
with ex-MP Kaptan Mia in
chair at Dat Mondol Arfania
Madrasa field.

Five held for
stealing goat
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GUIMARA (Khagrachhari),
Aug 20 : Police has here
rounded up live persons re-
cently allegedly for stealing a
goat at Jaliapara in Guimara
thana of the district.

The persons arrested were’
identified as Shanti Dhar, 25,
Osman Ali, 27. Ultam Paul, 30,
Igbal. 26 and Musa Miah. 37.
The aecused. reportedly the
inhabitants of Hathazari thana
in Chittagong district. were
sent 1o Khagrachhari court,
Guimara thana police said.

According to police, the
accused while on the way to
Chittagong from Khagrachhari
by an autorickshaw picked up a
grazzing goat from the road at
Bailyachhari in Matiranga thana
of the district.

While f[leeing with the
bootly. the auto-rickshaw they
were iravelling with turned
turtle atter hit a pedestrian at

Jaliapara in Guimara thana ol |

the district. police added.

Owner of the goat Shamsul
Haque lodged a . case with
Guimara thana police in this
connection.

Two killed in two
separate incidents
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI. Aug 20: Two
people. including a member,
were Killed in separate inci-
dents in two thanas of the dis-
trict last Sunday night. reports
UNB.

Police said Abdul Haque, 45,
a member of Jessore Union
Parishad in Shibpur thana. was
killed near his Sristighar wvil-
lage. The bodvy was recovered
vesterday morning.

Famify sources said Haque
was called out from his house
by some unidentified miscre-
ants at dead ol mright and they
found his body in the moming.

In another incident. Raipura
police recovered the body of a
middle aged man. Mohammad
Miah. from near a pond at
Hairmara village in Raipura
thana yesterday morning.

Police said some unknown
assailants called Mohammad
Miah out of his residence on
Sunday mid night and later
stabbed him to death

The bodies were sent to sadar
hospital morgue for autopsy
Separatle cases were filed with
the local police

Re-writing answer
scripts: 7 held

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA = Aug 20 Seven
HSC candidates including three
womern were arrested by Sun-
dergan| thana police on August
| 2 while they were allegedly re-
writing answer scripts of last
HSC examination at the house
of Shajahan All. lecturer ol En
glish Department’ in Sunder
ganj College.

e said lecturer was ap-
pointed as examiner of last h
examination English literature

under Rajshahi Board. On being °

informed the said candidates
rushed to the house of Shaja
han and engaged in-re-writing
the script. The matter. however,
was exposed in the area that
created much gossip. |

On getting information Sun-
dergan) thana police raided the
house and arrested seven can-
didates from the house They
are Rupa Bepgum. Lily Begum
Habiba Akhter Banu, Emdadul
Hug. Abdus Sobhan. Hafizer
Rahman and Omar Faruk The
house owner remain abscond-
ing since then The arrested
persons were later removed to
Gaibandha jail

One killed, four

injured 1n clash
in Habigan;

HABIGANJ. Aug 20: An old
mai was killed and four others
were injured, two of themn seri-
ously. in a clash between two
rival groups at Shailghas vil-
lage in Chunarughat thana of
the district, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said,
the clash took place on August
i4 as a uel to a long -drawn
btmndarmsputr.

On the day heated exchanges
disrupted a village arbitration.
which culminated in a violent
clash between two groups with
lethal weapons.

During the clash, Abdul
HBasir. Talukder. 60, died on the
spot and four others received
injuries. Among them Ful Miah
and Jitu Miah were admitted to
Sylhet Medical College In a crit-
ical condition

A case was flled with Chu
narughat thana in this connec
fon
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tale of a tiny village

GAIBANDHA, Aug 20: Rah-
matpur, a tiny village of Fa-
zlupur union under Fulchari
thana situated into the river
bed of Brahmaputra basin
where 108 families are still liv-
ing despite frequent attack of
erosion and f{lood hit.

e

Genda Sheikh cnlleﬁting
firewood for his livelihood.

— Star photo
Fulchari thana is the most
erosion prone area of

Gaibandha district where four
unions out of seven have gl-
ready went into the river fol-
lowing wide spread ercs.ou.
Once eroded. the lands need at
least a decade or more time to
refornrs as char-land.

Four unions of Fulchari
thana' are still lying into the
river bed in the shape of tiny
islets. These are frequently hit
by erosion round the year. The
alfected inhabitants seek ' for
new places for their shelters,
All these small villages of this
areas may be seen as make-

From Rezaul Hoque

shift village. Many of such vil-
lages survived erosion for years
together but it is quite unknown
when the erosion will hit the
.areas. .
The inhabitants of said vil-
lages leads a hard life. They
have no alternatives othet than

fishing. plucking fire wood,
razing caitle an wnrkinp{ as
abourers.

The sandy land is not suit-
able for cultivation ol any sort
of orops.

Some of the villages miracu-
lously escaped [rom erosion for
some consecuiive years. The
inhabitants there are able to

ow a few crops like kawn,

hina teel and ground nut only
during winter season. These
land remain under water for
long six months every year.

While visiting the village
Rahmatpur this correspondent
witnessed miserable life lead by
some 108 families. During the
recent flood all the dwelling

houses went under five to six
feet deep water.

sometimes water level
reached the roof of many of the
huts. Many of the dwellers were
compelled to leave the areas for
safe shelter.

An inhabitant, Ensor Al.
36. told this correspondent that
during the recent tlood nobody
gets regular meals. Sometimes
we live on a single meal per day.
Many of the families even could
not arrange such a meal and
fully depends on help from lo-
cal chaflrman or some other
SOUTCES. "

Another fellow, Genda
Sheikh. 50, narrated that they
had to live with poisonous
snakes around them during.
flood. When asked why they
lake such risk of staying be-
hind. Genda replied, we culti-
vate a kind of grass for the con-
struction of houses. If we leave
the place other people take
them away.

I_. AT s i
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Rahmatpur under Fulchari thana.

GAIBANDHA: Picture shows inhabitants of village'

— Star photo

No step to repair tubewells

JAMALPUR. Aug 20: Despite
loss of innumerable lives
caused by diarrhoeal diseases
every year in Jamalpur district,
the Department of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE) has
still beén apathetic towards
their responsibilities to ensure
drinking water supply.

It is said that the DPHE is
entrusted with the task of sirdk-
ing tubewells. repair those and
mairitain them properly, to
provide adequate supply of
dri water. But it is alleged
that they hardly visit rural ar-
eas to survey the condition of
the tubewells and take any ef-
fective measure to halt rampant
stealing of spare parts giving a
sharp rise to disordered tube-
wells. At present. a total of 2182
tubewells remain inoperative
all over the district.

According to reliable sources
most of the tubewells in rural
areas are not provided with
proper care and maintenance

From Our Correspondent

and Iifr_ing,J of spare parts are
learnt to be the main reasons
behind the mechanical disorder
of the tubewells. As such, most
of the people in rural areas are
now forced to take watet from

Decomposed body
recovered

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA. Aug 20 .
Brahmanbaria thana police re-
covered a decomposed body of
an unknown woman. f{rom
Chanpur beel under sadar
thana of Brahmanbaria district
recently.

Acting on an information:
police of Brahinanbaria sadar
thana rushed to the spot and re-
covered the decompoSed body of
a woman. The pﬂﬁ{(‘)ﬂ assumed
that the woman was forcibly
drowned to death.

An UD case was [iled with
Brahmanbaria police station.

rivers, canals. ponds and tanks
falling easy prey to various in-
testinal diseases.

The Department of Public
Health Engineering has, how-
ever. taken a scheme to install
only 50 tubewells during the
current fiscal year which are
quite inadequate to meet the
demand.

It may be mentioned that di-
arrhoea and other water-borne
diseases break out in flood af-
feclted areas of the district.

There are many villages in
the district where many tube-
well will be found out of opera-
tion.

According to Survey: fone
third of tubewells throughout
the district have been lying out
of order,

The villagers told this corre-
spondent that Lhe existing
tubewells are quite meager and
many of them are unable to lift
waler as per their capacity.

Il_
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MANIKGAN. Iifferent parts of Manikgan) face severe threat of erosion. The picture
shows a part of a village in Harirampur under such a threat.

River erosion attacks
fresh areas in Manikganj

From Our Correspondent

MANIKGAN.) Aug 20 Vasi
areas of four thanas of the dis-
trict have began to be ernded as
the water in the Padma. Ja-
muna Dhaleshwari ans Lhe
Kaliganga are increasing for the
second time

The erosion has been taking
lace In about 20 kilometre
ong areas from Bachamara
union of Daulatpur thana to
Dhulshura union of Hariram-
pur thana. Fresh areas are he-

ing eroded everyday.

The very recent erosion
which has n in Bachamara.
utia and Charkatari union
of Daulatpur thana Shibalaya.
Teota and Aroya urmion of
Shibalaya thana. Balla
Maluchi, Gopinathpur. Haruk
andi., Boira, Ramkrishnapur
and Dhulshura unton ol
Harframpur thana and Gorpara
union sadar thana has al
ready taken five hundred
houses under water leaving
about fifteen thousand people
homeiess.

Thousands of affected le

took shelter on the embank-
ments, road-side slums and in
different educational institu-
tions. But a vast areas ol the
embankmenta have already
been grabbed by the rivers leav

ing hundreds of people shelter
less,

According 1o the Jlocal people
neither proper steps were laken
to rhrfE the erosion and nor
sulfficient reliet was given to the
victims

One awarded 6 yrs
for possessing
illegal drugs
in Pabna

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Aug 20 One persof
was found guilty of possesaing
contraband ﬂl’klﬂ! Aand was sen
tenced to rigorons impfison
ment for six vears and lined an
amount of Tk 5 000 pecently it
was reportedd

According to priseculion. on
February 10 1993 police con
tingent raided a Dhaka bound
night coach and recovered 126
bottles of phensedyl and ar

rested  Abdul Hannan, ol
Fhal;thl Rajshahi

Alter comnpleting investiga
tion police submitted charges
heet and the accused was
awarded the said punishment.

— Star photo
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Workshop on
creating
awareness on
iodine deficiency
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GAIBANDHA., Aug 20: A
dav long work-shop on growth
of latent talent for self devel-
opment and creating aware-
ness on lodine deficiency con-
here at Livestock
Traming Institute on August
1 4 The work-shop was largely
vtended by hstrict  level offi-
crers. leachers. social workers
AT NGO)s :

The work shop held under
joint auspices of Gaibandha
oundation. Rotary Club
Gaibandha and the hunger pro-
ject Presided over by Shahjada
Awoerul Kadir the work-shop
was addressed by Shafer-raj
Hossain, Deputy Commis-
sioner. G ¢ ev Nath, ADC
(tien). Raliqul Islam Sarker,
Senior News Producer,
Hangladesh Television. The
work shop was conducted by
r Badiul Alam Majumder,
Country Director. The Hunger
Froject

he audience discussed
about different diseases and
shysical disableness originated
rom lodine deficiency. They
also prescribed a number of
suggestions on how to over-
come the problem through a
motivational drive in this re-
spect just to create awareness
on lodine problem,



